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DISCLAIMER

This Book is purely and expression and
personal opinion of the author, which
has been written, as he perceived in
his life till now and during his working
period with various organizations. It
does not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of
organizations where he worked
including in the United Nations. It also
does not imply any legal status and
judgement on the part of anybody.
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PREFACE

I was approached by some publishers in Nairobi to write a book on my experiences in working
with the UN, my struggle and achievements at various positions including as the President
of the Nairobi Staff Union and the Chairperson of the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC)
which advises the heads of the UN agencies on the matter of staff welfare and administration.
I was convinced by my colleagues also to write my memoir so that these stories should not be
lost. However, that was not the right time to write about some of the anomalies and blunders
which were attempted by the senior mangers and that was averted due to our vigilance and
taking timely actions. I was working with the UN as a permanent staff and to point out the
shortcomings and mismanagement of the system while working in the system was against
the principle of loyalty and the staff rules of the UN. Gaytri and myself were of the opinion
that now we are retired and more than five years are over, it is time to take up this project
and bring out this book in 2020. We were debating whether the events should be narrated as
it had happened or we should hide the identity and time for privacy. It was very clear to me
that the purpose of this book was not to hurt anybody or to make me a hero or champion but
to be truthful and sincere in my expression. When you take a proxy or fictitious name of a
person and place to explain an event, it diminishes the seriousness in explaining the facts
and originality is lost with my mind.  Gaytri would have been very helpful in correcting any
factual errors and missing links since she was aware of the events but her sudden demise
and leaving for heavenly abode at mid day on 11th May 2020, I am completing it as her
unfinished dream. I wrote as if she is looking at me and guiding me in each and every
moment and holding my hands to write the story. She was witness to almost all the events
after her marriage with me on the 18th May 1977 till Monday the 11th May 2020 and we lived
as two bodies but one soul. She was my inspiration, guide and friend throughout my career
and struggle in life.

This book is the reflection of our life from my childhood to adulthood, alone and with Gaytri
till she passed away. This is a journey of our life, which we enjoyed, experienced and lived
together. We met with many people and we learned a lot from them. We analyze our
relationship with people who came closure to us and we leaned from our mistakes and enjoyed
our success and forgiveness. I am thankful to my family members who were monitoring the
progress anxiously especially to my nephew Rahul and his wife Diksha who helped me in
arranging the material, providing some factual data and scanning photos to be included in
this book in spite of the fact that they have a 11 months old child who deserves more attention.
Their girl child Vaishnavi is very demanding and making our life lively and a pleasant
atmosphere in house by her presence.  They are living with us after we return to Delhi from
the last ritual of Gaytri by the end May 2020.

Prof. P. R. Trivedi Ji, whom I have a great respect and admiration is one stop centre for
solutions to all my problems and realization of my dreams. He is my strength and nothing is
impossible in his company. He is a living institution and source of strength to let us do more.
He is a person ahead of time who kindly agreed to be the editor of this book. I have no words
to express my gratitude to him except to salute and pay God for his long life.

Makar Sankranti, 14th January 2021 Dr. Markandey Rai
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DEDICATED TO

My wife Late Gaytri Rai
in her loving memory, which guided me throughout my life

and
keeps me guiding forever and gives me a sense of purpose
and inspiration to live to complete her unfinished dream.

okxFkkZfoo l Ei ‘Dr kS okxFkZi zfr i zÙks; A
t xr % fi r j kSa cUns i koZr hi j es’ oj kSA

                                                                               —j ?kqoa’ ke~ ¼dkyhnkl ½

Vagartha Viva Samprktau Vagarthapratipattye
Jagatah Pitarau Vande Parvatiparmesvarau

                                                                           —Raguvansam (Kalidas)

I pray to the progenitors of the universe, Parvati and Parmeshvar,
who are themselves interspersed like speech and meaning,

for the attainment of articulation and understanding.
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EDITORIAL FOREWORD
Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi

I have great pleasure in presenting this Pictorial and Didactical Biography of my fast friend
Dr. Markandey Rai who has done yeoman’s service to the society by serving the United
Nations for many years with many accolades from the national and international bodies for
his outstanding contribution.

Initially, it was decided that this Biography will be in the form of a Festschrift based on the
opnions of individuals and organisations regarding the contribution of Dr. Markandey Rai
in the specialised areas of sustainablity, urbanisation, youth development, employment
generation, envronmental protection, peace studies and diplomacy. But due to the adverse
situation caused because of COVID-19, it was jointly resolved that the Festschrift  will now
be prepared as an e-edition by collecting the views of the policy makers, bureaucrats, activists,
diplomats and academicians and will be on the Web popularly known as ‘Webfestschrift’.

In academia, a Festschrift is a book honouring a respected person, especially an academic,
and presented during his/her lifetime. It generally takes the form of an edited Volume,
containing contributions from the honouree's patrons, colleagues, admirers besides
institutions and organisations where the honouree has worked.

All over the world it is an honour to be designated to prepare such a collection, and being
selected by a prominent academic to edit a Festschrift can symbolize the proverbial passing
of the torch. A Festschrift compiled and published by electronic means on the Internet is
called a Webfestschrift, a term coined by the Editors of the Biographies of many distinguished
people hosted electronically on the Web.

Dr. Markandey Rai, born on 1st February 1952 in Village Ujiar, Ballia, UP (India) is Ph.D. in
Statistics and he has taught in many Universities, starting his career from Patna University
as a Lecturer in the Post Graduate Department of Statistics. He joined the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme, which is called UN-HABITAT in short on the 20th January
1992 at its Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.

He retired in February 2014 as the Chief of the U.N. Inter-Agency Co-ordination, Global
Parliamentarians and Trade Unions Programme of UN-HABITAT. He has served UN-
HABITAT on various positions for more than twenty-two years of his service to the United
Nations. He was recruited in 1992 to develop Urban and City Statistics. He was pioneer for
establishing Global Urban Observatories and publications of the Compendium of Human
Settlement Statistics and Human Settlements Atlas periodically.

He has been honoured with “Hind Rattan Award in January 2006 in New Delhi. He is an
“Ambassador for Peace” conferred by the Global Peace Federation in March 2009. He has
also been recognized for meritorious achievements by several prestigious forums and
organizations internationally including by the International Biographical Centre of
Cambridge, England; Global Peace Foundation as a member of the Global Leadership Council
and elected Board Member of the Global Peace Youth Corps (GPYC), Africa.

He is the Chancellor of The Global Open University Nagaland at Dimapur and of the Indira
Gandhi Technological and Medical Sciences University at Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh. He is
also the President of the Global Asia Knowledge Initiative (GAKI) Institute in New Delhi.
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Furthermore, he is the Chairperson of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Indian Council
for International Co-operation. He has recently been appointed as the National Chancellor
for India on behalf of the International Association of Educators for World Peace (IAEWP),
an NGO Affiliate of United Nations - ECOSOC, UNDPI, UNESCO and UNICEF.

Dr. Markandey Rai was brought up a middle class joint family in village Ujiar in Ballia
District of Uttar Pradesh (UP), India. He has 4 bothers of his own and jointly he has 12
brothers and 3 sisters.  All brothers and sisters were brought up together in the same standard
of living. His father was in Bihar Police and he had 4 brothers and 2 sisters. His mother was
a widow since his father died in May 1957. However, she was the head of the family designated
by uncles. She was respected mother of all his brothers and sisters. She died on 10th October
2009 when Dr. Rai was in New York for some meetings in the UN Headquarters.

His childhood had seen many difficulties but he never felt demoralized or in a low mood. His
inspiration was his guardian of the family who was younger brother of his father.  All 12
brothers lived together; eat together and studied together under one roof in village. All studied
in the native village school up to primary under mango trees sitting on ground and writing
on wooded slate with liquid chalk. His schooling was in the village and he moved to the
Queen’s College Varanasi for his Intermediate Degree. He graduated from the Banaras Hindu
University in 1972.

He moved to Bhagalpur University in 1973. The Academic Session was a year behind and
without any loss of time he was admitted in the same Session, which was 1972-74 for the
Master’s Degree course in 1973. He joined Honors course in Statistics also simultaneously in
Marwari College since there was no undergraduate course in the University or in any other
constituent College of Bhagalpur University. He did very well in both the examinations.
However, Session was delayed more and he completed his Master’s Degree in 1976.

The question arose what to do next. He wanted to join any job and also to pursue his Ph.D.
Degree. So, he applied in a project in Zoology Department of the Bhagalpur University but
he was not successful due to local politics. He joined Ph.D. Course in Patna University and
at the same time he started looking for a job. Luckily he got both. He was enrolled for Ph.D.
in the PG Department of Statistics, Patna University and also got a temporary job in the
A.N. Sinha Institute of Social Studies. He moved in the hostel of the Institute and started
working there. He had worked just for 20 days in the project that he got UGC scholarship for
doing Ph.D. He consulted his maternal uncle Prof. Haridwar Rai and he advised to go for the
scholarship for Ph.D. Degree. He again moved to the Patna University campus.

Time in Patna was very struggleful and he moved several houses and became busy in teaching,
politics and social work. His Ph.D. work became secondary. However, he continued it in
parallel and with a lot of pressure. On the same time there were some disputes and opposition
from a group and an enquiry committee was investigating about anomaly in the appointment.
It was indeed time for struggle and resources were limited. Only God was in his side and a
bunch of trusted friends and well-wishers who never let him down. He crossed all the barriers
and stumbling blocks. He secured a permanent position as a Lecturer in the Post Graduate
Department of Statistics in April 1979 and also secured his Ph.D. Degree in 1982.

Dr. Rai has written and published several academic and scientific papers as well as
publications of UN Books to his credit. He has widely travelled and attended several
conferences of scientific as well as of political nature. He is life member and elected office
bearer of several academic, cultural and social bodies in the world.
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He got a chance to go to Colombo for a UNDP funded programme to develop a curriculum for
Agricultural Statistics. Two persons were selected from India and one among them was
himself. His stay in Colombo for one and half months which gave him gateway to foreign
assignments. He accepted to go to Tanzania first to teach in the University of Dar-es-Salam
in the Department of Statistics in 1985. However, due to harsh living condition and his
wife’s ill health he returned to Patna in less than one year. He was again offered assignment
of teaching from Nairobi University, Nairobi, Kenya in the year 1986 and he took long-time
to decide due to heavy pressure from his family to not to go abroad and try to earn more
through teaching in other coaching institutions or by doing tuition which was against his
nature. He had some family responsibilities, which required more funds on a regular basis.

Ultimately, he decided to take another chance to go to Kenya so that he can support his
family financially better. After a long conversation and arguments and completing the
responsibility of marriage of his youngest brother Dr. Ramesh Chandra Rai who is currently
Professor and Head of Political Science in the Bhagalpur University, Bhagalpur, he decided
to go to Nairobi in November 1987.

He landed on 4th November 1987 to Nairobi and started teaching in the Nairobi University
in the Department of Mathematics in the Chiromo Campus of the University. However, he
had bigger ambition to join UN or to go to European countries or to USA for better life and
broader spectrum for service. He got some consultancy with UN-Habitat initially but finally
Dr. Rai gave his consent to join UN-Habitat, which was at that time called United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS) on 10th January 1992 and he started working from
20th January 1992 as an International Professional Civil Service Staff as Statistician in the
Research and Development Division of UN-Habitat.

Dr. Rai worked in UN-Habitat till his retirement on 28th February 2014 when he turned 62
years old on 1st February 2014. He worked on various positions including the President of
the UN-Habitat Staff Association. Later on when UNON was created, the Associations were
merged to have one Staff Union at Nairobi Duty Station from 1999. He was elected the Vice
President and then the President of the Nairobi Staff Union from 2001-2003. He was the
Chairperson of the Joint Advisory Committee also which advises all the three heads of the
agencies UNEP, UNON and UN-Habitat. He thoroughly enjoyed working with UN-Habitat
and did several challenging work beyond his purview also.

He was instrumental in saving UN-Habitat from merging with UNEP in 1998 when the
Advisory Committee appointed by the Secretary General under the Chairmanship of
Dr. Klaus Toepfer recommended merging it with UNEP. He wrote a letter to Secretary General
and mobilized countries especially the Kenyan Ambassador to UN to intervene and block it.
He won the battle and UN-Habitat remained independent programme of UN as part of the
Secretariat at the same status as UNEP.

He feels as if the UN campus as his own because he contributed in eracting a number of
monumental structures such as Peace Park on UN logo with indigenous plant of coffee and
tea; UNFCU Bank’s branch; Recreational Centre and others in the name of staff welfare and
administration. UNON Health Centre was a great achievement. Initially, it was a small
place with only one surgeon Dr. Mugere and no other facilities. When he visited UNECA
office in Addis Ababa for a CCISUA Staff Assembly, he realized that there is a mini hospital
there where various tests and other medicines including vaccinations are available. He
demanded for the similar facilities and in steed of a surgeon we should have GP Doctors who
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can provide some medicine for simple sickness and can recommend specialists for special
nature of treatment.

After some resistance, management agreed that they will include in the budget from the
next biennium and it was approved by New York. Now, Nairobi has a full-fledged health
facility with a number of doctors and health practitioners.

He feels very proud and happy to see that the Centre is running and providing services to
staff, which saves time and resources and improves the quality of work for the staff. He
insisted that no vendor or contractor who is providing services to UN office should exploit
their employee’s workers including cleaning company, security companies, electric contractor
and gardening firms. A fair pack policy was introduced for any contractor even if it costs
more to the UN. UN would not allow exploitation in the campus. This is in a way human
rights violation within the UN campus. UN shall loose our moral values and have no right to
address human rights violation in the world if we do not stop the same practice by contractors
in our offices. Finally, the heads of agencies were convinced to give daily subsistence
allowances to interns who come from all over the world to work with UN for some experience
and get some credit in their studies.

As the President of UN-Habitat Staff Association and later as the President of the Nairobi
Staff Union, he participated in many decision-making processes including revitalization of
UN-Habitat and made sure that job security is not negotiable unless there is a serious violation
of UN ideals and principles. He maintained it throughout his term and took all risk and pain
to be penalized by the management and bureaucracy including termination. He had to forgo
his own benefits and career development for the sake of majority of staff. However, God was
always in his side and he retired honorably in February 2014 with all respect and love.

He retired as Co-ordinator for the Inter Agency Co-ordination and Global Parliamentarians
and Trade Unions. He is a proud UN Civil Servant and lives his retired life in New Delhi,
India. One of the achievements he can proud of is that he organized the first Asia-Pacific
Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban Development (APMCHUD) in December 2006
in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi which was opened by the President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
and valedictory statement was to be given by the Prime Minister Dr. Man Mohan Singh
which was delivered by Mr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairperson of the Planning
Commission due to delay of PM flight from Japan to New Delhi. Indian Minister became the
Chairperson and the Secretariat was set up in the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi. This
first APMCHUD Conference was attended by highest number of member countries including
China and Pakistan at the ministerial level with biggest delegation from China.

He was appointed Chairman of the BMO of NABET under Quality Council of India. He is
also very active in the Indian Council for International Co-operation as a member of the
Executive Council. He is Executive Director of Youth Vocational and leadership Programme
in Raipur, Chhattisgarh under Sadafaldeo Foundation of Vihangam Yoga. Furthermore, he
has been appointed the President of Foreign Affairs Committee of the Indian Council for
International Co-operation.

The Executive Director of UN-Habitat has honored him with a Certificate of Appreciation
from UN-Habitat for his distinguished and dedicated services for more than 22 years. He
has also been awarded Hind Rattan Award in January 2006 in New Delhi on the eve of
Indian Independence Day. He has been awarded Humanity Achievers Award in 2014 and
2015 for distinguished services and achievements. His biography had been published in



12

Marques Who’s Who in the World in its 14th Edition in 1997. He has been elected President
of the Global Peace and Development Service Alliance of the Global Peace Foundation (GPF)
convention in March 2017 in Manila, Philippines.

He was enjoying life with his wife Mrs. Gaytri Rai in Delhi and his son Mr. Siddharth Rai
who is an Aeronautical Science Graduate and Pilot from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, Daytona Beach, Florida USA. Siddharth is serving as Pilot based in Columbus,
Ohio. Now, his life partner Gaytri suddenly left for heavenly abode on the 11th May 2020 and
he decided to pen down his experience in life and the valuable time he spent with Late Mrs.
Gaytri Rai.

Positions:

* National Chancellor for the Indian Subcontinent, International Association of Educators
for World Peace (IAEWP), Alabama, USA;

* Chancellor, The Global Open University Nagaland at Dimapur, India;

* Chancellor, Indira Gandhi Technological and Medical Sciences University (IGTAMS
University), Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh, India;

* President, Foreign Affairs Committee, Indian Council for International Cooperation;

* Senior Advisor, UN-Habitat, Nairobi, Kenya;

* Chairman, UN Joint Advisory Council (JAC), UNON, Nairobi, Kenya;

* President, UN Nairobi Staff Union; Nairobi, Kenya;

* Member, Global Leadership Council of Global Peace Foundation (GPF);

* Ambassador, Global Peace Ambassador of Global Peace Foundation (GPF);

* President, Global Peace and Development Service Alliance of GPF;

* President: Standing Committee of Regional and Urban Statistics (SCORUS) of ISI;

* President, Global Asia Knowledge Initiatives (GAKI);

* Executive President, World Spiritual Parliament (WSP), New Delhi, India.

Awards and Recognition

* Hind Rattan Award in 2006.

* Humanity Achievers Award 2014 and 2015.

* UN-Habitat Recognition of Service Award 2014.

* Lifetime Achievement Award from IAEWP for his contribution towards world peace
promotion 2018.

* World Environment and Livelihood (WEAL) Award jointly instituted by the Indian
Institute of Ecology and Environment (IIEE) and IAEWP.

Sharad Purnima, 31st October 2020 Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi
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Chapter  1

L I FE BEGI NS - CH I L DH OOD TO ADUL TH OOD
(1952-1984)

In Ujiar Village (1952-68)

Born on Sunday, 3rd February 1952 in winter night at village Ujiar, Ballia, UP, India in a
middle class Bhumihar- Brahmin family at the bank of holy river Ganga. My grandfather
Late Raj Kumar Rai and his wife Chhatrani Devi had four sons and two daughters. Four
brothers namely late Ram Nagina Rai, Hari Narayan Rai, Deep Narayan Rai and Harikesh
Rai and two sisters were Late Chandrakala and Chandrawati. All had very high respect and
love for each other and supportive with high moral character and discipline. Out of four
brothers, there were twelve sons and three daughters. Our father Late Hari Narayan Rai
was born in March 1921 at village Ujiar, Ballia and recruited in Bihar police service in
March 1940 in Nathnagar CTS, Bhagalpur. My father passed away at an early age of 36
years on the 13th May 1957 in a train accident in Kiul, Bihar. It was a devastating shock to
the family. My mother Late Lilawati Devi alias Tetari Devi was accepted as head of the
family. She was born on the 12th April 1925 in a village Kritpura, Buxar, Bihar.

My village Ujiar is located the District of Ballia of Uttar Pradesh which is a situated at the
Bank of Holy River Ganges opposite to Buxar and famous from the mythologicial, historical
and present days perspectives. Many famous people are born here who made their name in
the history for their valuable contributions in various fields. This village reference can be
traced in Balmiki Ramayan and it is confirmed from authentic sources that Rishi Vishwamitra
crossed through this village with Rama and Laxamana to go to Buxar. It is said that Gautama
Buddha also passed through this village to go to Sarnath, Varanasi and had done preaching
here. This is highly educated village with many people who have served the nation on high-
ranking positions including United Nations, High Commissions, Judges, Advocates, Professors
and in the Defense Services. This village was also got independence in the 1942 freedom
movement. I am proud to born in the village Ujiar.

We all twelve brothers were brought up together in the same environment in her supervision
and guardianship of Babuji Late Deep Narayan Rai. I have four brothers of my own namely
Shri Sachchida Nand Rai, myself (Markandey Rai), Ramashankar Rai and Ramesh Chandra
Rai but all twelve bothers including my own and cousins never realized this difference till
late. All were brought up in the same environment and given equal treatment, and there
was no difference in my cousins and our own brothers. My father was second in ranking
from the top as I am among my own brothers. My face resembles more with my father. I
remember very faintly about my father except when his body was brought to our village
accompanied with my uncle Late Harikesh Rai who was with him at the time of accident at
Kiul railway station in Bihar. It was summer and I was sleeping with my mother in mid day
summer and after hearing this news she fainted and cried for several days without taking
food and water. I was taken to the bank of river Ganges where body was kept and I had his
last darshan.

He was a dynamic and very impressive personality. He was very successful person in his
career and very impressive personality. All three brothers joined Bihar police except Late
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Deep Narayan Rai who remained at home to take care of family and agriculture farming
because he was good in physique and a good guardian to protect the land and family as well.
In brief the family tree is as follows:

Raj Kumar Rai Chhatrani Devi

Chandrakala/Ram Nagina Rai/Hari  Narayan Rai/Deep Narayan Rai/ Harikesh Rai/
Chadrawati Rai

Brothers: Barmeshwar Rai/Sachchidanand Rai/Markandey Rai/Ramashankar Rai/Om
Prakash Rai/Ramesh Ch. Rai/Umesh Kr. Rai/Ashok Kr. Rai/Arbind Rai/Chandrashekkhar
Rai/ Dayanand Rai/Upendra Rai.

Sisters: Vidyawati Rai/ Sushila Rai.

In my childhood I was very prone to cold and cough and some breathing problems occasionally
but very handsome and smart as I was told by many.  I was very emotional and innocent by
nature and attached to my mother. I liked and respected her very much. We all four brothers
are about two years younger to the next one. My younger brother Ramashankar is two years
younger to me. We were very close, respectful and caring to each others. As I remember that
when my youngest brother Ramesh was born, as tradition mother had to stay in isolation in
a room for two weeks and lived with the baby. I was crying very much and wondering what
my mother will eat and how will she survive. I was insisting to go inside the room to meet my
mother and I was not allowed by other aunties in the family to go inside the room. I was
shown the baby from a distance. I remember one incidence that in the summer a Ramlila
party from Durbhanga was playing Ramlila in our village in the evening and I happen to go
with my mother to watch it. One day I missed the company of my mother and I cried profusely.
I was very much attached to my mother and very dearer to her. Another incidence was that
there is a festival called Chhath Puja, which is very famous in our side in the Eastern UP
and in Bihar. Ladies keep fasting without drinking water and offer water to setting sun on
the first day and then next day they repeat that ritual to offer water to Sun in the morning
to the rising sun. The offering of fruits, sweets and other fried dishes including dry fruits
were not to be eaten before the next day Morning Prayer is over and everybody has returned
home. I also went in the evening to the bank of river Ganga with my mother and other
members of my family and started demanding to get some sweets, which were offered but
that cannot be eaten before next Morning Prayer. My mother was in a very difficult situation
and she enquired from other ladies in neighborhood and all advised her not to give me any
sweets nor cook anything new at home. It was very difficult time for her to convince me.

I joined Islamia School for my primary education in our village with my brothers. I was
intelligent, hard working and popular student in the class. I entered in standard 1 and I was
Monitor and best student of the class. In standard two, I was again monitor and I had to
make sure that chairs and a cot for the Headmaster’s are brought from his house and for us
it was the strips made of jute. This was the responsibility of a Monitor in addition to control
the fellow students. I moved to standard three as Monitor of the class. I was shy by nature
but popular among fellow students. I moved to standard four and maintain my position in
the class and I was a smart looking and popular friendly person.
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In 1963 I moved in standard five and my primary education was completed with good scores.
Our grandfather (Baba) Late Raj Kumar Rai expired due to old age and short sickness in
June 1963. We were in summer vacation and Babuji had gone for medicine from a homeopathy
doctor who was our family doctor. He used to provide medicine and visit our home also to
check the patients and we used to give him two quintals of wheat and grams every year.

In year 1963, I joined Junior High School Bharauli, Ballia, UP, as a brilliant student in all
the subjects of science and arts except in drawing and design. I was not good in colouring
painting and drawing making.  In 1965, I was promoted to standard 7 and I was rated the
best student in the class. My good friends were many. Mr. Bansh Bahadur Rai was one of
them. We had a lot of fun together.  I was very popular among students of my school. Teachers
were very supportive and kind. Babuji was a member of the Management Committee of the
school and used to provide support in-kind and cash in the building of the school. It was
co-education and boys and girls were together in the class. First two rows were for the girls
and rest were for the boys. Third row was for short height boys and I used to sit on the fourth
bench. There was social distancing and discipline also in the class. Boys were interacting
minimal with girls and we used to feel fortunate if some girls responded to your comments or
questions. All were from the neighbouring villages and there was no scope of marriage because
of the same Gotra and inter cast marriage was an alien those days. These restrictions were
always in our mind but that age is very dangerous and attraction was obvious. I was taken
care and respected by boys and girls both. Teachers were also giving special attention to me.
I can very much remember a girl Prem Lata who was beautiful and very good-looking. Many
young boys were monitoring and watching her movements in the class and also when she
used to come and go to her village. Other girls were from Bharauli and Ujiar also and all
were very friendly, gentle and well behaved. I was still monitor of the class in this school.

I remember one incidence that an old lady used to sell boiled peas with grabby in the
lunchtime. We had hardly any money to buy but one day I was waiting to buy peas and she
was delaying in serving me. Innocently, I told her that you are very naughty that you are not
giving me pees and I am getting late. I did not know that I should not say naughty to an old
lady, which has very bad meaning in our culture. That lady made a lot of noise and complained
to teachers. I defended myself but I was socked and regretting that I should not have used
this word. I did it innocently and not aware of the meaning of this word. There was a guava
orchard next to our school but guarded by the ladies member of the owner family and we
used to go to buy guava in the lunchtime. There was nothing else available and there were
no shops unless we go far in the village to buy some pen or pencils or study materials, which
was very rare. Yes we used to go to the house of Bans Bahadur that was the house of our
teacher Late Narad Muni Rai and the headmaster Late Prithivi Nath Ojha was also living
there. Both were very kind to me and very caring. Both were an ideal teacher also. Ojha ji
was giving his services free to the school. He was from village Suhawal in Ghazipur and
from a well to do family. He had agreed to support this new school and give service as long as
his health will permit. Everybody respected him for his dedication and selfless service.

In my family, our Bade Babuji was a symbol of gentleness and he never uttered our names
casually. He taught us to address even younger member of the family with respect. We used
to wear wooden sleepers at home and we were also wearing wooden sandals. Babuji did not
visit anybody house for any things and he taught us also the same. He will remain at home
or go to field for work but not for passing time and for gossip to anybody’s house. Nobody was
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chewing tobacco or betel leaves and nuts in my family. We used to offer it to our guests but
not for family members. I do not remember that we had breakfast in morning without bath
and prayers. For dinner also at 9 pm one brother preferably the youngest one will go to the
inner courtyards for ladies and kitchen and inform mothers to prepare the place for serving
dinner to us. On the way to the entrance of that courtyard of house, there was a hand pump
and it was compulsory to wash hands and foots before siting for dinner in all the seasons
including winter.

Our Babuji used to tell us some religious stories before we go to sleep. We all used to sleep in
a row on cots and wooden beds and if anyone will wake up in the night for passing urine,
Babuji will chant Om Namah Sihivaya so that we should not be scared of darkness or fell
down in the street below. He will leave the bed by 4 am and sing some religious bhajans,
doing some physical exercises and then he will go to the bank of river Ganges for toilet,
brushing his teeth with Neem stick and then to take a dip in holy river Ganges. He will
return chanting some shlokas and mantras from several religious books including Bhagwat
Gita, Shiv Mahimna, Shiv Tandav or Vishnu Sahastranam. He will pass through a Shiva
temple built by our family and then after reaching home he will sit for prayers for at least 2
hours. There was no hurry for him and his work may be delayed and has to wait but this
routine will not break. He will take food only once in day time which may be called breakfast
or lunch and then after get ready for any agriculture work. He had very good physique and
he was a very good wrestler. He had multi-dimensional personality. He was not only very
good wrestler, a good singer of bhajans, very good teacher and able administrator. Overall a
very good guardian for the family and cannot be better than that. He taught us arithmetic
and tables verbally, which made our base very strong. His vision and Bade Babuji progressive
approach led to our plan for higher education. Both wanted that all their children should go
for the best university education and they wanted that we should not be deprive of opportunity
for learning which they missed very much in spite of their talent and desire. Our Bade
Babuji was a saintly person and played a role of Rama in family. All his brothers were very
respectful and he was very caring for them. He was an ideal head of family and real elder
brother of all his brothers. He took all pain and treated his brother also as his own children.

Babu ji was such a brave, strong and composed man that I admire him from the bottom of my
heart. I had not seen him in stress or worried for anything. We had bad times and many
challenges in family but that never deterred him from his mission of prayer and Seva. He
was known in the area not because he was wealthy with landed property or coming from a
very rich family but he was known for his hospitality and service to anybody especially the
poor and religious people. During festivals many relatives with their friends and neighbors
will come for a dip in holy river Ganges and stay with us. Babuji will welcome them and
provide all comforts within his reach. He was not afraid of anybody or anyone. One time
many people came to confront with us from different villages on invitation from our neighbour
who had been given a build up plot by our ancestors when they had more people in the
family. Now we had big family and they had nobody to live there. It was in our use and they
were promising to give but some members wanted not. We used to take care of them and
they were taking advantage of that. Babu ji was the only person knowing this story and
reminding them to return that plot which was very strategic to us. We were repairing that
property for our use and it happened that when we decided to acquire, they mobilized many
people with arms from UP and Bihar misguiding them that we were unfair and forcefully



17

acquiring that plot. I was at home in the village at that time. I was conscious of the repercussion
and when we got the news that several people are crossing Ganga River and from other side
also and many people are gathered outside of our village, I approached Babuji who was
doing prayer as if there is no problem. He went to take breakfast and that time also he was
calm and had no stress. I was getting nervous and reported Babuji the latest news and asked
very frank question that whatever he was telling us in the past that this plot belongs to us
and was given by our forefather to them and the land which was in our possession was also
returned during land ceiling. He responded very confidently that we should not be worried
at all and let him finish his meal and he will come to the meeting place and he will face all of
them alone. We did not call anybody from our neighbours in our support. He came out in a
simple dress in dhoti and full sleeve vest. In the other side were some well dressed in Silk
Kurta Dhoti and safa known personalities of the area. When he came all stood in respect and
talk started and he explained the matter but one young person with gun was a bit aggressive
and due to slip of tong he used a derogatory word. I was ready and I hold him with his turban
and slapped him and my cousin brother Om Prakash gave him a good blow. He ran away
and other also ran away. But Babuji was undeterred and still calming other. I witness that
he was alone but nobody dared to touch or argue with him. Again the meeting was resumed
and the senior person of that side admitted the story and all who had come felt ashamed. A
compromise was reached and matter was settled because I called the police and most of the
people from other villages ran away especially who had come from Bihar.  The climax of the
story is that he invited all the remaining people and all the members of that family for lunch
and fed them well with all the items you name it. Throughout his life he was never defeated
by anybody. Whoever came for wrestling he defeated them and gave training to youth of
village about tricks of wrestling. He would have become a famous wrestler but gave up
professional matches after my father’s death, which was inspiration behind his success. He
transformed himself into spirituality and prayers. Everyday he was spending at least three
to four hours in prayers and reading religious books. He will go to religious places and
Varanasi was his favourite destination. For Shivaratri Puja he will go to his Guruji Pavahari
Ji in Karnaghanta, Varanasi and spend a few days time with him in the gathering of followers.
His passion was to spend time with religions personalities and do seva to them. Any saint or
religious person will visit our village he will provide shelter and food to him in spite of all the
odds. I have big impact in my life of his personality. I do not get scared easily and not afraid
of anybody. I can do anything to help who approached me and especially if somebody cried.
I feel a sensation inside me to do anything possible to wipe the tears of anybody.

He did his best to protect the family from involvement in any litigation, which could have
hampered the progress of the family. Once due to rivalry from a distant family member who
was our uncle in relation and he was very jealous to our performance in education and good
name of family and specially Babuji in all the social event, he could not digest much and as
a retaliation he burnt all the crop which was collected at one place in barn for separating
grain and husk. All the grains burned in one night in front of Babuji. Police came and asked
him who can be the culprit to do this crime. We had suspicion on our distant uncle or his son
but Babuji had not seen anybody so he did not file a FIR. Rather he brought some Cow Ghee
and did some hawan with a priest and left on God. Bade Babuji praised him like anything
that he saved the family form unnecessary fights. In a few years time that uncle and his
youngest son who was suspected for this crime died and the whole family is still in a bad
shape and sank into extreme poverty. Babuji was such a person with a big heart and believer
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in God. I wanted to do a lot for him but I could not do much and he died due to heart attack
in 2009.

Before Babuji died, Bhaiya has taken the guardianship and he was the commander in chief
of the family. He worked hard to serve the family in providing all short of comfort but he
could not come to the expectation of the members. He was a good worker and committed to
the family to provide all the comfort but he was lacking a leadership quality and could not
keep the family intact. May be this is due to a very large family and time is of the essence. He
could not keep the family peaceful, progressing and free from litigations. There were cases of
fighting and civilian cases also which were mainly due to his weak leadership and
mismanagement. He could not provide that kind of guardianship to family and even confidence
was eroded that in the hour of crisis perhaps he would not come to rescue.  He never gave
importance to quality education and he was never an ambitious person also. He had small
dreams and his vision was narrow. He will provide fee and books but will not visit schools to
enquire whether children are reporting to school and how are they doing in the class. In his
guardianship quality education was not a priority and he could not give good education to
his own children also. Good food, enjoyment, fun expensive dresses and aloofness were his
dictum. He was not believer of God and prayers and only person who would be tempted to
eat non-vegetarian food in our family. He was fond of cinema and music. He will love to
watch cinema on TV and listen music also but as soon as I shall come home, it will be
switched off and nobody will take the responsibility. There was no concept of study hours or
academic discussions in the family. However, he is a simple and gentle person.

Still a case in Criminal Court in Allahabad High Court is in the list and another case of some
plot which we bought for our farm house but due to slackness that mutation was not done in
time and he did not take the matter seriously the case is still continuing in the District Civil
Court in Ballia. On a date in Court in Ballia in the fighting case, he forcefully took Babuji in
a car and he passed away sitting in the car and Court maintain imprisonment for two years
for the rest of five accused. One day before, it was Sunday and by chance I went to my office
with Gaytri and Siddharth and she suggested me to call home to talk to my mother. When I
called to my mother, she started crying that Babuji has some serious problem and he is not
speaking or eating. I instructed Bhaiya to make sure that he should arrange for the best
treatment available in Buxar without any delay and he assured me to do so. But he had his
mindset and he would do whatever suites him. He did not tell me that he has a date in Court
and he will take Babuji also in the car. Had he not taken him to Court, there would not have
been the judgement on that date and punishment would not have reinstated.

Now, he started complaining and especially Bhabhiji and his children that he is working
hard after his retirement and feeling tired so I requested him to completely retire from all
the responsibilities. He got sick and again wants to be active after realizing that he will fast
degenerate if he will be idle and with no activities. He was relieved from all the responsibilities
at least for the joint family in village Ujiar. My younger brother Ramashankar who is a
lawyer by profession took the responsibility and in spite of his weak health, he is very straight
forward in making his decisions. He is not much experienced and no much idea also but he
is the one handling the family issues efficiently. All recent construction work is done in his
supervision. He knows all the past stories and very strong in arguments and presenting his
position. Though he could not do good in his profession because of his laziness and not
working hard but he had a historical achievement to claim pension of my mother after fifty
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years of the death of my father. My family was so devastated that time that nobody thought
of it and he reopened the case, collected all the evidences and finally won the case for the
pension for my mother. The amount was not important but as a matter of principle he did it
and got success. He has good social connections and he arranged marriages of girls and boys
in my family. He supports all the social functions and organizes efficiently within the allocated
budget.

I was a team player compared to my elder brother Sachchida Nand Rai who was more
interested in agriculture, doing some short of funny things, more outgoing and playing local
games. All my brothers were supportive to me if there is any fight with him. We used to gang
up if he tries to cheat in some games. Many times it reflected in fighting with anybody
outsider in my leadership. I recall that my younger brother was average in studies but very
good in games and plays. He used to play against my elder brother on my behalf. Bhaiya
used to go out alone for games or plays. I remember that one time he was going with his
friends to roast gram plants (chick peas) in the orchards, which was very common, and I
wanted to go with him but he dodged me and disappeared. I got a bunch of other boys by
chance who were also going in the same direction and Babuji warned me and got very upset
seeing me in their company, which I was very ignorant. From that day I knew that I should
be careful about the friendship and company of friends.

I was very supportive to my younger brothers. Once a teacher beat my younger brother
Ramashankar in Bharauli School and he reported about it to me. I decided to gherawed that
teacher in the evening after school when he was also going back to his home village. After
suspecting that there is a danger he returned back to school on his bicycle and reported to
the headmaster and other teachers. All teachers came accompanied him to my village and
complained to my Babuji. Just to satisfy and honor them he slapped me as a punishment.
However, he regretted when they left our place. I do not remember that he had ever scolded,
shouted or beaten me. He had a lot of patience in his life as a great saint.

I passed standard 8 from Junior High School Bharauli in 1966. Now time was to move from
that school because there was no higher class teaching there. I joined Seva Sangh Intermediate
College, Sohaon, Ballia, UP. Most of the friends both boys and girls also moved to this college.
Teachers were good and standard of teaching was also better. I had new friends also. Among
new ones Sanjay Bahadur Singh, Girinar Singh, Pathak joined our group, which became a
very dynamic and powerful group in the school. We some times had visited each other homes
also during some festivals and functions. Teachers were very caring and worked hard to
teach and monitor our progress. I passed high school board examination with first class. I
remember that I used to study in the evening and also in the morning. Babuji will wake me
up at 4 am before going for toilet in the field and take bath in Ganges. Many times I would
sleep when he would go out from house and lantern would be burning. Bade Babuji was so
kind that he will reach home in mid-night and he will not disturb anyone and sleep on our
cot near our feet. Some times he will come in the morning and if he would see that I am
sleeping and lantern is burning on my cot, he will off it or remove it. When I shall wake up
and found that lantern is not here I shall wonder and then Bade Babuji will tell the story
that I was sleeping so he removed it. Sometimes he will call me by name munshi ji means I
was soft, gentle and not very strong physically. I was prone to cough and cold and many
times saliva will drop from my mouth while reading or writing.
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We were helping in agriculture work including feeding water buffalo’s and oxen. Taking
them to field and bring back home. Many times in summer we shall take them to Ganges for
bath and swimming with us in morning or evening. In summer we had regular exercise of
helping in spreading manure in the fields and preparing fodders by cutting the whole into
small pieced in fodder machine. Sprinkling water on the ground floor where we shall sleep
on the cots to reduce the summer heat in the evening was a fun for me. It was very common
to receive some guest and relatives in the summer for holidays. Our Fufaji will come with
family and our brother in law Late Jagannath Rai will also join us for a few days. We all will
go together to take dip in Ganges in the morning and evening both times. I hardly remember
a day when we have taken bath on hand pump at home. In summer when morning classes
will begin and it finishes by 11 am, we shall go to Ganges for swimming and then take lunch.
Again in the evening after sunset we all go to Ganges for dip before having dinner. Our
college was about 3 km away from our village and bicycle was the mode of transportation.
Sometimes we went to college on foot. There were several poor friends who were going daily
to school and return in the evening on foot. We hardly eat anything during the lunch time. I
was not an exception. There was no pocket money for buying food. In lunch break normally
all the student by village wise will assemble at one place in the garden under a tree and
chat. When the bell will ring again we shall return to classes. Water was available only on
the well and sometime when we have thirsty, we go to drink water.

Prem Lata had also taken admission in the same school and she was walking from her
village to school on foot. Sometimes we shall pass a brief remark but interaction was a social
taboo and we maintained distance. She was more frank and smarter than us. She will respond
to our remarks very politely and with smile. A couple of times we went to her village in a
mela of Shivaratri to see her and she will come. It was a pure attraction and genuine feeling.
We had no courage to go further but we were feeling good and wished to meet and see her
again. After High School we had no contact. Though we heard from friends that she married
and lived in Varanasi. Her husband was a Sales Tax Officer but we never dared to meet her
and wished for a happy life. Though we always liked to know about her family life but did
not go to see her. She passed away at an early age.

In Varanasi (1968-73)

1968 : I took admission in Queens College Varanasi in I.Sc. with Mathematics, Physics and
Chemistry combination in 1968. It was a very famous college and admission was next to
impossible. It was one of the top intermediate college in UP. After some struggle, I was also
admitted there and got a seat in the hostel. Initially, I got a room with four students and
later on shifted to triple bed in a room accommodation. Our warden Late Vijay Kumar Rai
(VK RAI) who was from Rewatipur, Ghazipur called Rai Saheb, a very serious man and
teacher of Mathematics, a true Gadhian man by living and dress who had received the best
teachers award from the President of India. He was very strict guardian and disciplinarian.
His children were also very scared of him. I had not seen him smiling. We were in his hit list
and many times he warned us for indiscipline. We had good company and a team of naughty
boys who were dominating in the hostel. Once for some complain, he asked to call my guardian.
It was a very difficult task for me. One of my cousins Mr. Kedar Rai from my village who was
elder to me in age was studying in BHU pretended to be my guardian met him and after
meeting he was demanding his fee to take him for dinner. While playing with him wrestling
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in the field of college, the warden saw him and again told him to take me home and discontinue
my studies because I am giving him hard time and it is wastage of resources, which he
should spend on other children.

We were fond of sweets and used to jump the boundary wall of hostel to go to the sweet shop
at Lahurabeer called Basant Bahar that time. The owner was friendly to us and he used to
serve us sweets on the credit also. Among best friends were Mr. Tarkeshwar Rai, Rishikesh
Rai, Vijay S. Rai, Md. Yunus, and Uma Shankar Pandey. Besides these friends in Queens
College I was very close to Dr. Umesh Chandra Rai who was living in Jagat Ganj and he was
one year senior to me. He was related to us but he was more friend than a relative for me. He
provided all short of support and visited me regularly. I shall also go to meet him at his home
in Jagat Gang which was the nearest residential area to our college and dominated by same
cast Bhumihars of Varanasi. During holidays also we had a place to stay and have food and
shelter. Umesh used to take my care very seriously. He was a very brave man with courage
of a lion and resourceful person. He was a good leader, social worker, hard working self
made man who knew skill of earning money through contract work and investment in real
estate. He was local and his father was also very socially connected with people and this was
his strength in Banaras. I passed I. Sc. from Queen’s College and our guardian’s had courage
to support me for further education in spite of the fact that I did not do well.

I also took admission for graduation in the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) in the 1970-72
batches and did my graduation in 1972 with Mathematics, Statistics and Sociology. I was
more inclined towards social work and politics than my studies. And it affected my result in
graduation also when I could not do well. However, I was admitted in Mathematics for the
Master degree in BHU in 1972-74 batch. Now, I was a bit serious and concerned about my
future. Prof R.S. Mishra, a famous mathematician was the head of the Mathematics
department and also the Chief Proctor. He liked me very much and he appointed me a
student proctor. I was very dominant and supportive to the cause of justice in the campus
and in the department as well. I fought many times for justice to others. One time I beat the
clerk Mr. Nagar of the department at Lanka outside the gate of BHU for his rude behavior
and non-cooperation with students. I tried to convince him to be helpful to students but he
had confidence of his relation with many teachers and students leaders. Prof Mishra set up
an inquiry committee and very silently favored me so that I may be acquitted from charges.
I owe a lot to him. I was not keen to do master in Mathematics knowing fully that job
opportunity are not good compared to Statistics.

I remember one incident when I was studying in Banaras Hindu University Varanasi. It
was in 1973 some times. There was student’s unrest and demonstrations were very violent
in the university. All campus was deployed with PAC force to control the student’s agitation.
Dr. Kalu Lal Srimali who was the former Education Minister of India was the Vice Chancellor
of the University. Bade Babuji came to Banaras to give money personally to me in spite of
high fever and he was soaked in rain. He reached to the BHU gate by mid-night and the
security guard of the Proctor office of BHU stopped him. He mentioned my name and they
knew me because I was a student proctor under Prof R. S. Mishra who was the Chief Proctor
of the University. They escorted him to my hostel room in Birla Hostel so that students
should not harass him since he was in police uniform. When he knocked my door, I was
sleeping and seeing him in mid-night while it was raining I was not amused due to the risk
of his life at that time. I comforted him and then complained to him why he came when he is
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not well and when the campus is very tense. Why he did not send the money by post. His
answer was very simple and brief which was: “Had I been sent this money by post how could
I have seen you. You will realize this when you will have a son”. This touched me very much
and I apologized to him. There are several stories like this that he never crossed the river
Ganges to come home without taking sweets from Buxar, which is across the river on the
opposite side. Sometimes he will wait in the night to be morning so that sweet shops are
opened and he can buy some sweets for us. It was great joy for all of us in his presence.

In Bhagalpur (1973-76)

1973: I wanted to do Master in Statistics but the question was of my admission. My elder
brother Sri Sachchida Nand Rai was worried for my career and knowing my inclination
towards politics and social work, which had massive impact on my study and performance.
He met with my maternal uncle Prof. Haridwar Rai who was then Professor and Head of
Department of Political Science in Bhagalpur University. Mama ji suggested my brother to
send me to him and he assured for my admission in Statistics in Bhagalpur University.
Luckily, the academic session in Bhagalpur University was late by one year and 1972-74
session’s admission was still continuing. I visited Bhagalpur and I was admitted due to his
influence and his good relationship with Prof. R.D. Mishra who was the Head of the
Department of Statistics. I lived with Mama ji for about four months in Masakchak before I
got a room in the PG Hostel of the University. Mama ji had two sons and the elder one Vijay
was of my age mate, may be a few days elder to me but he was one year ahead in MA in
Political Science in the same university. He became good friend and very supportive to me.
We got along very well and spend a very good time. We both were fond of sweets. When
Mami ji will ask us to go to market to bring fruits and vegetables and we shall save two
rupees to buy some sweets. Our favorite sweets were Rashmalai from a famous shop in the
city centre or fresh and warm Khoya, which is made from slowly heating milk in a pan.
When we shall go for walk in the evening around famous Sandish compound we shall buy
from an old milkman who daily used to make Khoya. It is very testy when warm. On our
return home we shall eat less chapattis’ in our dinner then Mami ji will make noise that she
can guess that both of us have eaten something outside. Mama ji was a great disciplinarian
and everybody had to join him for dinner on table and he will put on the radio and listen
daily news on Vividhbharti. There was no television at that time and transistor was very
popular. Ceylon and Vividhbharti were very popular stations for news as well as for songs.
Mami ji will not allow me to go to hostel without taking dinner. Vijay Bhai will give his
bicycle to go and next day when he will come to attend classes in the University Campus, he
will come to collect his bicycle from my Post Graduate Hostel (P.G. Hostel).

Hostel life was also very interesting. However, I was taken care by my seniors and local
friends. Mr. Ashwini Sharma was one year senior in the Labour and Social Welfare
department and very dominant among the students. He was very caring and accompanying
me wherever I go in the evening. We shall have a cup of tea in a distant shop so that nobody
will see us in Parbatti area, which was close to the campus. He will ask some hostel servant
to help me in taking bath preferably in the water tank room because sometimes water supply
was interrupted and there was no water in the bathrooms. It was not good from hygiene
point of view because same water was being used for drinking and cooking as well. There
was no culture of bottled water on that time. We had our private kitchen and one servant
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was assigned to cook our food for five people. Ashwini ji will bring yogurt and some snacks
from home and will share with me generously. Yogurt from his village was unique due to
water and fodders the animal take. It is so solid thick that one carries it in a thin towel for a
distance and there will be no liquid coming out. We had limited funds and we had to live
respectfully. Krishnandan ji was also one-year senor to me in Physics and very caring and
loving to me. I remember that he married in a good forward family and when he was
accompanying his wife and sometimes coming to the campus, he will ask me to take care of
his wife just for fun and both were very kind to me. He has his own house near Adampur and
his father was a professor of Physics in Bhagalpur University. He was very respected and
belongs to a good family. He was an ideal teacher and many times explaining Physics theory
through simple example in Angika language to students. Whole family was very hospitable.
Still we enjoy very cordial relationship with the whole family.

I enjoyed three years stay in Bhagalpur and has long lasting imprint on my personality.
Initially, I missed Banaras very much but slowly I became familiar and accepted there by
the society. People started recognizing me and I was also started taking interest in
extracurricular activities. Bhai Sarvajeet Rai was living in the TNB college campus and he
was Physical Training Instructor (PTI). He will come or sent his son Vinod to call me if we
have not met for a day or two. He will invite me for lunch or dinner and sometimes both with
breakfast also. He will bring Jalebi or ask his wife to make Maalpua when he received
salary. In spite of very difficult financial situation due to very low salary, he was a sports
man and liked good food. We shall go for walk in the evening and he will ask for 10-paisa
coin for buying a Capstan cigarette. He will finish before reaching home because his wife
will be very angry and she will warn us also not to give money. She never gave him money
for buying cigarette. He was equally conscious for his health. He was popular among students
especially who were good in sports. A dominant personality and fond of wrestling. In his
young age he was participating in wrestling competition in rural areas. He was also trained
from BHU so we had many common friends and stories also to share. During Emergency
time he was in the list for arrest and I saved him by alerting and arranging to leave Bhagalpur
quietly. I took care of his family during his absconding to some unknown places and police
was searching him in Bhagalpur. One time when I was sitting with him at his campus
residence, he quarreled with his neighbour who was the head clerk in the same college.
When it came to the level of physical fight from their verbal talk, I hit his neighbour with a
stick and he scummed to head injury and hand was fractured. He was admitted in the
hospital and there was a police case. To make a case, we also arrange to admit him in the
same hospital. We made sure that he should also be in the hospital as long his neighbor is so
that this case should not go in their favor. Finally, we succeeded and it helped in the
negotiation when the principal of the college formed an inquiry committee. Since medically
both had serious injuries on paper so it was amicably compromised. He is settled in Varanasi
after his retirement from Bhagalpur. We still meet and remember our old days. I remember
that sometimes on Sunday or on holidays we shall go with Mama ji letters and mails on foot
from campus to Masakchak where Mama ji was living and return also on foot after staying
for an hour or two. Mami ji will bring some roasted gram or peanuts or some village type
snacks and then jokingly, Sarvajeet Bhai will tell that he does not eat these rough items
anymore and he is not a village man. Make Halwa or some nice cozy things now. If Mama ji
will hear our conversation, he will intervene and ask Mami ji to make what we are demanding.
Such was the love and affection with Mama ji. His name was also in MISA during Emergency.
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I played very active role in passing messages and alerting him about the strategy of police
and bringing message from Mahadeo Singh who was also in the same boat. He was never
arrested because of timely information and his good image in the administration and also in
society. I recall that Chandrasekhar ji came to Bhagalpur just before the Emergency was
declared and he spoke in the Lajpat Park ground in a public meeting and he came to Mama
ji residence in Masakchak. He had dinner with Mama ji and he was on his way to Calcutta
now Kolkata by Upper India train which was scheduled in Bhagalpur by mid-night. Mama
ji went to see him off to station and Chandrasekhar ji had informed him that he might be
arrested before reaching Calcutta and that is what happened. Chandrasekhar ji was arrested
in Calcutta from station and after release he joined JP movement, which led to Janta Party
government.

I took admission in Special Honors in Statistics in Marwari College of Bhagalpur University
in parallel to my Master Degree courses. It was a one-year course and completed by 1974. I
finished my master degree and by the time I got the result and certificate it was further
delayed and finally it was June 1976. Now, the question was what to do next to earn my
livelihood. I had become very familiar with Bhagalpur and started liking also and wished to
get some work there. Luckily there was an opening for a Statistician in a project in the
Depart of Zoology under Prof. Dutta Munshi. Prof R. D. Mishra was the expert in the selection
committee and he advised Prof. Munshi not to take me because I am of an independent mind
and I may not be necessarily always his subordinate. I did not get that post and it was given
to a classmate Malviya who had secured second class. It was shocking for me that in spite of
a hint by Prof. Haridwar Rai to Mishra, he did not support my candidature. We the human
being many times do not understand the will of God and we have short sightedness. We feel
pain because we do not surrender completely to God and think that I can decide my own
destiny. I left Bhagalpur with heavy heart. By that time Ramesh, my youngest brother had
taken admission in Master course in Political Science. I left everything for him and there
was no need to carry any baggage from there to my new destination, which I was not sure.

In Patna (1976-1984)

At that time my own eldest brother was posted in Patna and he was working with the Indian
Telecommunication department and living with another brother Late Ramchandar Rai of
Mama ji Prof. Haridwar Rai. He was engaged in social work and local politics in Patna and
living in the same house where Prof. Haridwar Rai lived during his service in the Patna
University. I had no other option but to land there and explore possibilities and to decide
about future course of action. Financially, it was difficult to remain dependent on family
especially on my elder brother. Since he had several other responsibilities of family. I very
soon realized that preparing for competition is practically not possible because environment
at Mama ji place was not conducive. Other option were out of my reach so after consultation
with my brother I decided to pursue my Ph. D. Degree program in the Department of Statistics,
Patna University and at the same time try to get some job. I had stopped going home for any
festival celebration and I recall that it was some time in March when everybody had gone for
Holi festival including my elder brother and nobody was in the house in Patna, I was sleeping
alone and thinking about my future. I decided that if I do not get any job in this week, I
should go to Danapur cantonment and try for recruitment in defense services either in army,
air force or Navy.  God listen to me and I got an offer from the A. N. Sinha Institute, Patna
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for the post of Statistician.  I knew the Director of the institute Dr. Sachchidanand through
Mama ji who had introduce me to him in one of his visit to Patna. That is also very interesting
story which needs to be narrated. I knew that Mama ji is coming to Patna for a meeting in
the University/College Service commission. The train was arriving in the morning to Patna
from Bhagalpur. I set my body alarm to go to railway station to receive him and to request
him to introduce me to Dr. Sachchidanand. Knowing his nature and it was a difficult task to
take him to his residence which was in the campus of the institute based at one corner of
famous Gandhi Maidan, I could not sleep whole night and early morning I took bath and
dressed up but it was still early and lied own on the bed to take some rest. I slept and woke
up when only a few minutes were left. I had no money and could not ask from my brother. I
run to station, which was about 10 kilometer. As soon I reached station, the train had left a
few minutes before and Mama ji also had gone. I returned back on foot to residence and
found him getting ready to go to commission office for meeting. I accompanied him on his
rickshaw without any breakfast and after reaching there he went in and I was waiting
outside. During lunch time also I did not take anything. He sent some oranges and biscuit
when he remembered that I am waiting there. On the way to return home he knew that I
have not eaten anything, he took me to a restaurant Bharat House and we had Dosa together.
We came back home near University campus and we agreed that we shall go to Dr.
Sachchidanand tomorrow morning but as his nature was he wanted to avoid to go and he
said that he feels tired and want to leave this time to introduce me to him. I insisted a little
and he got ready. We met Dr. Sachchidanand and he introduced me to him. Then after I met
him once or twice in his office. After serving with the A.N. Sinha Institute for three weeks I
got UGC scholarship in the Patna University and after consultation with Mama ji I resigned
from A. N. Sinha Institute and joined as a Junior Research Fellow in the Department of
Statistics, Patna University.

This was another challenge because there were very few teachers who had Ph.D. Degree in
the department and this was scenario through out the country in Statistics. It was difficult
to get a supervisor. I was introduced to Mr. J. Dutta who was intelligent teacher but never
completed his Ph.D. Degree. His nature was to discourage and he was lacking confidence
and a bit of sadistic nature. He wasted my time and could not assign a specific topic in the
estimation theory. I was then introduced to another teacher and he was equally incompetent
and un-cooperative. Finally, I discussed with Professor Devendra Mishra who was the Head
of the Department and he kindly agreed after some thought. Initially, he also wanted that I
should enroll with his son Dr. Amarendra Mishra who was a lecturer in the same Department.
But I insisted and pleaded to work under his supervision. It is always an honor to work
under the Head of the Department. He was well-known teacher in the university and highly
respected among senior professors though he was also not a Ph.D. After joining under his
supervision, I generated some support from other faculty members and my work started. It
took some time because it was an empirical work and I went around to collect data from
industry. I went to IIT Kanpur and stayed there for a month to analyze data on a mainframe
computer with the help of a coding expert. There were no computers that time and it was
difficult to analyze big data in Patna. When I was doing my Ph.D. one of my examiner was
Prof. S.N. Singh who was good to me from BHU time and my supervisor Prof. Devendra
Mishra ji consulted me on the list of examiners and I suggested his name but by nature he
was known for stupidity and bluntness. I met him for sending his report expeditiously but
he did not do for many months. Finally, he started asking for air-ticket knowing fully that
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there is no air service form Varanasi to Patna. When I approached to VC Prof. G.P. Sinha he
suggested me to invite him and accept whatever conditions he proposed because my Ph.D.
was very important for him. I contacted one of my teachers in the department in BHU
Dr. K.N. Pandey and he was a bit free with Prof. Singh. He assured that he will accompany
him and I should send the date when Viva-Voce examination can take place in Patna
University. He brought him in second class by train and after Viva; he left also in the second-
class coach. Both the time Prof. Devendra Mishra was with me at the Patna Junction and he
was ashamed for him but not Dr. Singh. Though we arranged for his first class AC ticket,
which was equivalent to air-ticket. For receiving from the Patna Junction railway station
and dropping also Prof. P.N. Sharma provided his ambassador car. That time cars were a
few in the University and Sharma ji was MLC and also principal of Vanijya Mahavidyalaya
of Patna University, he could afford a car. He was a very good teacher and a powerful person
as a professor and a leader also. He was a minister also when Mr. Satyendra Narayan Singh
was the Chief Minister of Bihar. He was very caring and taking side with full vigor. I had
privileged to get his support. My Viva examination was conducted in the department building
and after getting recommendation for the award of Ph.D. Degree, we made arrangement of
the payment of DA and see him off at the Patna Junction with Prof. Devendra Mishra. Again
Prof. S.N. Sigh entered in the general second-class compartment and he made us ashamed.
I was awarded my Ph.D. Degree in October 1982.

I was offered a post of Demographer in the Demographic Research Centre in the department
but I did not join because I was expecting my appointment as lecturer, which was in the
process. It took some time due to many reasons and finally I joined as a Lecturer on April 28,
1979 just before the summer vacation under VC appointment. This was the system that Vice
Chancellor was empowered to make temporary appointment through selection committee,
which will be regularized by the University Service Commission after interview and inspection
of documents by a committee. There were several ups and downs and always an uncertainty
of continuity due to the junior most lecturers in the Department. The posts were limited and
some teachers were on lien to other country especially in Libya. That was a very popular
destination for my department’s teachers. Always sword was hanging on my head and to
protect myself was a difficult task. One time a teacher of my department Dr. S.A. Khan
returned from Libya and the Head of the Department Prof. Devendra Mishra accepted his
joining. He forwarded his joining to the University Office and did not inform me even casually
that due to his joining I shall loose my job. I got very much upset with him. When I knew
from some other sources I went on my motorcycle to his residence and ask very direct question
why he did not had courtesy to inform me and he admitted that yes there may be some
problems due to this action. I said that how do you feel if your son Amarendra would have
been in my position and he had no answer but felt his mistake. Dr. Amarendra Mishra was
also present at that time and he had no words. I worked hard and saved my position. I had
my supporters but at the same time there was an opposition lobby also based on cast politics
in the University. I survived and remained active in the movement of regularization of
temporary teacher in Bihar but opposition lobby was also working hard and an inquiry
committee was constituted by the Vice Chancellor to examine the irregularity in the
appointment on recommendation of the Senate of the University. My case had become in the
centre of politics between two groups. Though it died out its natural death but that kept me
vigilant and made me a fighter also. I very soon become famous in media and an article was
published in a weekly Hindi magazine Raviwar that I am dis-stabilizing any VC and they
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cannot survive without my wish in Patna University. I went to the extent to lodge a case
against this magazine to Calcutta. One of my good friends Mr. Anil Thakur was Deputy
Editor of this magazine and a compromise was reached that this magazine will publish my
response to that article contradicting the content of the article. It continued for long because
the reporter again published that I am a threat to his life in Patna.

I married with Gaytri on 18th May 1977 at Ghazipur. I was not prepared to marry and
wanted some more time but my family including my elder brother were impressed with the
party and convinced that I should agree this proposal from Ghazipur. I was in the middle of
struggle for my career and there were a lot of uncertainty. Marriage was not my priority on
that time. Secondly, I wanted to do it comfortably and in a better manner and not in a hurry.
I was expecting that if they are insisting for this then it is their role to make sure that
everything is perfect including the girl. I am shy by nature and I was reluctant also so total
responsibility was on my elder brother and some on my younger also but I was dealing with
immature and narrow sighted people. All said and done, marriage is fixed in heaven and so
was mine.

I was appointed as a lecturer in the Department of Statistics on the 28th April 1979. At the
same time I was pursuing my Ph.D. also. I completed my Ph.D. in October 1982. I was active
in the movement of regularization of temporary lecturers in Bihar. I was also applying to go
abroad preferably to Canada, Australia including Libya. Meanwhile, I met a motorcycle
accident in 1979 and fractured my collarbone and knee while returning from the marriage
ceremony of my younger brother Ramashankar. I suffered for three months and I was not
able to move due to plaster in my right leg and cross bandage in the chest and neck. My job
was new in the Patna University and I had no accumulated leave. There was no concept of
medical leave and sick leave for a temporary staff. I had to be vigilant also due to opposition
by a group who were against my appointment. It was not an easy time and I used to go to
teach in spite of pain in leg and bandage also. I had to counter my opposition group also. My
motorcycle was borrowed by Vijay Bhai who had joined that time in Kashi Vidyapeeth,
Varanasi and living with my friend Dr. Umesh Chandra Rai in BHU campus in a hostel. He
came to Ujiar when I was recovering from my accident and proposed that he wants my
motorcycle for use in Varanasi since I am not using it for a few months till I recover. It was
a silly proposal but since he had come to my home in the village with a friend from Varanasi
with a great hope to get it so there was no way except to give the motorcycle to him. Though
it was badly used by many people among his friends and he returned it after I recovered in
six months. Other were also encouraged to ask for the motorcycle and Dr. Umesh Rai also
sent his brother for the motorcycle and of course Ramesh also proposed that since I am not
using much so he would like to take it to Bhagalpur. I was using it judiciously because of
budget. I was sending fifty percent of my scholarship to him and managing myself in fifty
percent only. I gave my contingency fund for the use in the marriage of my brother
Ramashankar because there was no dowry and fund was required for the expenses. While I
was struggling in Patna for survival, I was funding Ramesh for his stay in Bhagalpur for his
master degree and then after for his Ph.D. Degree. He could not secure any grant or scholarship
and in spite of his efforts in some competitive examinations and recruitment test he could
not secured a post so I suggested him to go for Ph.D. Degree in Political Science from the
same Bhagalpur University. He completed his Ph.D. and that time his supervisor and Mama
ji, Prof. Haridwar Rai were not getting along and was in fight and opposing each other.
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Ramesh had become the victim of that fight and they were using his Ph.D. as an issue for
fight. I had to intervene and his thesis was submitted and made a push to conduct Viva
examination for the award of degree. I had to convince Mama ji and also to his supervisor for
reconciliation and compromise.

In Colombo (1984-85)

I applied for a programme in 1984 on the International Course on Statistics in Agriculture,
Planning, Management and Analysis in Colombo, Sri Lanka organized by the Statistical
Unit & Computer Centre, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka and the Centre for Overseas
Statistical Services, University of Reading, UK and funded by UNDP from 3rd December
1984 to 11th January 1985 to develop curriculum for the Agriculture Statistics. I was selected
among many scholars from all over the world and one more Economist from ICISAT,
Hyderabad Dr. S.P. Singh to attend this programme. That gave me an opportunity to meet
with people internationally and an exposure for an international assignment. When I received
invitation I had no passport and there was intensive fight going on with LTTE and the
Government troupes especially in Jaffna, Sri Lanka. My family was not in favour to go to
Colombo. I discussed it with my friends and well-wishers. All were very supportive that I
should avail this opportunity. Prof. Mithilesh Kumar Singh, our relative and Professor in
the Department of Botany, Patna University was very keen that I should avail this
opportunity. He accompanied me to go to DG Police Mr. Gajendra Narayan Sinha and
introduced me to him in his office for a favour to get my Indian passport urgently. For this
work agents were asking big money at the passport office Patna. I had applied but that time
it was taking a long time to get a passport. Police verification was a serious bottleneck and
they used to take bribe and a long time to send a good conduct report to the passport office,
which was located opposite to B.N. College near Gandhi Maidan.

Mr. Sinha called the Passport officer and asked him to issue my passport by tomorrow and
he is clearing my police report online. He said to me to go through railway station and book
my ticket to go to Delhi next day for taking VISA for Sri Lanka and I can collect my passport
in the afternoon tomorrow. I followed his instructions and got my train ticket booking and
then collected my passport next day. All was set to travel to Delhi for VISA but one thing was
not resolve to get leave with pay from Patna University. I went to Prof. G.P. Sinha’s residence
who was Vice Chancellor of Patna University that time. I informed him the development
and he was very happy to know that I have been selected for a course in the Agriculture
Statistics in Colombo fully funded by UNDP. I told him that I cannot go unless he grants me
leave with pay otherwise how my family will survive in my absence for one and half months
abroad. After some hesitation as this was his nature to ask questions, he agreed to do so.
That was the real breakthrough.

I received my air-ticket from UNDP and since this was my first air travel I was indeed very
excited. I chose to take a round trip to touch all the International Airports in India that time.
So, my route was Patna to Calcutta to Chennai to Colombo. I followed other route and this
time from Colombo to Bombay to Delhi to Patna as if I may not get another chance to travel
in future. However, I did not use bathroom in any sectors in the plane because I wanted
not to take any risk of being locked in side. The course was from 3rd December 1984 to
11th January 1995 and it was organized in joint collaboration of Statistical Unit And Computer
Centre, of Colombo and Centre for Overseas Statistical Services, University of Reading, UK.
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We had chance to attend the convocation of the Colombo University in the famous
Bandaranayke hall. We also went for excursion trips to several placed organized by the host.
I can recall that we went to Anuradhapura and Gale. On the way we saw a number of
Buddhist temples and a lot of oil lamps were lit in the evening. Colombo was a shopping
paradise for me. There were duty free shops and readymade clothes, toys and electronic
goods were very cheap comparing with India. Many electronic goods like camera and watches
were of foreign brands, which were not available that time in India. We spend our pocket
money on these gift items for friends and family members. For me the only difficulty was the
food. They were cooking in coconut oil, which smelled bad to me, and secondly there was
very little choice for me as a vegetarian. I was taking most of the time rice and yogurt and
also salad. Sometime during holidays we used to visit Indian restaurant in down town,
which was very expensive comparing to our food in the canteen.

Colombo stay was very interesting. We were put in an International Institutes hostel and
meeting and discussion were also convened in the meeting room of that institute. It was
indeed fun for me. I was the youngest and very talkative that time. I became very friendly
and acceptable to all participants from various countries from almost all the continents.
This was organized under the Chairmanship of Prof. R.S. Meed a famous Statistician
specialized in Design of Experiment from University of Reading, UK. He was assisted by
Dr. Roger Stern to conduct this workshop who was a young lecturer in the same University
at that time. It was organized to develop curriculum for the Agriculture Statistics course in
the university. It was wonderful to spend time and interact with scholars like Prof. Meed.
He had a beautiful book on the Design of Experiment. He is no more and he passed away in
2015 after serving on various academic positions in the University of Readings, UK. The
host from Colombo University was Prof. V.K. Samarnayake and Ms. Savitri Abeyasekera
who was a junior lecturer in the Department. Both were trained in the University of Readings
and had very close relationship, which helped in developing the departments capacity and
exchange programme with Readings. I still remember that he gave to all participants a copy
of his book :The Design of Experiments: Statistical Principles for Practical Applications:
Cambridge UK: Cambridge University Press”. I had that book till late in Nairobi but donated
it to the School of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Nairobi when I was returning to
India after my retirement from UN-Habitat in 2014. I had taught in the University of Nairobi
from 1987-91 and that time it was called the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. My
stay in Colombo for about one and half months was memorable. This was the first foreign
visit and exposure to international community. Thirty Statisticians were selected from all
over the world and Dr. S.K. Singh from ICRISAT and myself from India. I received offers to
visit for teaching and research to their Department from many participants. However, Dr.
Mourice Ambago from the Department of Statistics University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania
become close friend and he offered me a contract to come to his Department as a visiting
professor. He was very kind, friendly and gentle person and serious in his offer. I did not
give my consent but assured him that on my return to Patna, I shall consider his offer
seriously. On my return to Patna, he followed up with me and I was very much impressed
with him so I decided to honor his offer first and we went to Dar-es-Salaam in September
1985.

In Dar-es-Salaam (1985-86)

I joined the Department of Statistics, University of Dar es-Salaam, Tanzania on the 26th
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September 1985 and stayed there till 16th March 1986. We were received from the airport
and taken to the Africana Hotel, which was a five star sea beach hotel, and our cottage was
just next to sea beach. There were hundreds of cottages at the sea shore. More than five
Indian teachers were staying there in that hotel. The University had met all the expenses
and they used to deduct some small percentage of our salary for accommodation and food.
We used to take breakfast in the hotel and go to the Department by University bus with
packed lunch packet from the hotel. On our return from University in the evening we were
served tea and snacks and finally a dinner in the hotel. Those expatriate staff members
staying during lunch time were allowed to take lunch also in the hotel. Gaytri was staying
back in the hotel when I went for University Campus and she would go with other Indian
spouses for lunch in the dinning hall. Weekend’s barbecue party was very popular with
music and dance. Sometimes for Indian guests they used to cook Indian curry and puri in
the hotel in the barbeque party. In the evening we used to go in the sea if the tide is low and
take bath or do swimming also. Walking in a group at the sea shore was very common. There
were many cashew nuts trees and local people used to roast them in open fire. One can buy
roasted cashew nuts as we buy peanuts in India very cheap. I did it several times while
walking in the evening. Roasted corn was also popular on the way back to hotel and we shall
buy corn for fun and eat on the way returning to hotel. There was a Gujarati lady who was
cook in the hotel. She was cooking our Indian dishes especially vegetarian Khichari for our
lunch and some Chapatti also with oil occasionally in Gujarati style. We were only vegetarian
and other Indian families were eating eggs, chicken, fish or mutton as well. Many times the
number of eggs was more than enough and non-vegetarian items were plenty that they
would exchange with other Indian families in the University Campus. In the lunch time
they will go to some Indian families living in the University Campus and give their lunch
packet to the family and eat their Indian dishes. We were allowed to invite guests to hotel
parties and on weekends barbeque on a subsidize rate. Dr. Ramji Prasad who was originally
from Ranchi in the Faculty of Engineering in the Telecommunication Department was our
good friend and very resourceful person. He knew how to manipulate the things in his favour.
He was very helpful to others and to us also. He was very close to Prof. Ashwathnarayana
and his family. He had regular visit to them and give eggs and chicken from hotel and eat
warm south Indian lunch. Prof. Ashwathnarayan had two daughters from this second wife
Mrs. Vijaya who was young and very social and helpful also. Dr. Ashwathnarayana was at
the senior position of the Head and Dean of the Department of Geology. He was the only
Indian Faculty who was given a jeep by the University due to his field work. He was also a
famous scientists and member of many international organizations. He had written books
and publishes several academic papers. Others were Dr. Garg, Dr. Ashok Kumar Saxena,
Dr. Srivastava, Dr. S.K. Sharma and many more. This was our first foreign assignment and
vegetarian food was not so popular and safe drinking water was a problem. Grocery was
very limited in a few shops in the town and we were handicap due to transport. Dr.
Ashwathnarayana used to give lift or make a list and his wife will bring and distribute the
items.

Life was difficult those days in Dar-es-Salaam because economy was shattered due to Ugandan
war and due to socialist economy. Sometime there was no water in the Department and
bathrooms were stinking due to that. We used to wash our hands on our return to hotel. We
were comfortable staying in hotel in that respect. This was the reason many expatriate
teaches preferred to stay in the hotels for their full contract. There was another hotel also
called Kunduchi Beach hotel next to our hotel. There were some teachers from India and
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Pakistan in that hotel also. We used to meet in the bus on way to campus and return trip in
the evening. First the University bus will pick the staff from Kunduchi hotel and then from
our hotel to go to the University Campus. In the evening our hotel was before so the bus will
drop us first and then to the staff of Kunduchi. We were in advantageous position that we
will board late and step down earlier. Our hotel was rated better also. At that time at the
main entrance of hotel, there was a live lion in big cage type fencing. We used to see the lion
everyday. It was a surprise to us from India to see live lion everyday coming and going out.
There were several birds of different variety and size. On the way to university the road was
passing by the sea shore and very green strip of trees mainly coconut, cashew nuts and
almond trees. There were some factories to produce cashew nuts. There were some curio
shops and ebony wood was very famous. I understand that this is the hardest wood available
of black colour. The carpenters will cut in many shapes especially in family pictures of men,
women and children. Many times they will cut elephant, lion, cheetah, leopards and other
animal figures. Though it is very expensive wood and carving is very difficult but of course it
is worth to buy a souvenir. My stay was not longer because first we were missing Patna,
India. Secondly, our Indian food and snacks were not available and loneliness was also other
factors into consideration. Once it happened that my wife fainted and we took her to the
University Campus Hospital. She was treated but we stayed with Dr. Ashwathnarayana
and then to Dr. Garg house for a week time. Both families helped us and gave company in
those difficult days. She improved and finally recovered and she was out of danger. We
guessed that it was because of the sea winds, which was not suiting to her. Some more times
we noticed the same symptom of fainting and locking of teeth’s but not so sever. We decided
to break the contract prematurely and return back to India. I gave notice and the university
accepted it due to her health problem. They gave my dues and I applied for the foreign
exchange, which was approved, and Government rate was very favourable and we got
unexpected good amount of US Dollars. We purchased our air-ticket because University was
not obliged to pay us return ticket since we did not complete our contract of two years.

We returned Patna, India via Dubai and did well enough shopping for everybody in the
family and for our close friends. We spent generously in spite of limited resources. We bought
some ornaments and gold also, Dr. S.D. Sharma who was our colleague in the same
Department was also returning for vacation to India and he was also with us. He was a
secretive person and not very helpful person by nature. He was known in the campus for his
selfish and miser nature. People used to joke with him also. He would not share his matters
and contacts with anybody and try to get information from others. He was working with
Rajendra Agriculture University at Pusa, Samastipur, Bihar in India. Later on he also
returned after completion of his contract and due to hard life in Dar-es Salaam and started
working at Pusa. I met him when I went to Pusa, Samastipur in connection to enquire about
Ms. Renu Kumari and family before her marriage with my youngest brother Dr. Ramesh
Chandra Rai. I stayed with Sharma that night on my arrival to Pusa and in the evening he
accompanied me to go to Renu’s father’s residence, which was allotted to Sharma after his
death, but the family was still living there. We went to see her and enquire quietly as if
Sharma has come to find out about the expected time that this house will be vacated for his
occupation. I was a new person and hopped that nobody will notice about me if I go with Dr.
Sharma. When we went inside to meet with mother of Renu and to say hello. Mr. Sailendra
Kumar Singh, brother in law of Renu was also inside and he had met me in Patna earlier.
He recognized me and knew the secret of our visit. I felt very embarrassed and decided that
for this time I have done it for my younger brother but in future I shall never go to enquire
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about any girl.

I had returned to Patna in March 1986 and joined in the Department of Statistics, Patna
University. All my colleagues were promoted to the post of Reader but my case was not
successful. It was said that one of the report from an examiner was not positive and hence it
will be sent to a third examiner. Dr. Shatrughana Sharan Singh met with my elder brother
in Patna and informed him about the result that he was promoted but my case could not go
through. My friends especially Dr. Shatrughan Sharan Singh whom we used to call triple
SSS, was very vocal and very close to me but had some complex as well. On my return to
Patna, I met with the Deputy Registrar Mr. Vinay Kumar and convinced him to show me the
file. He was responsible for handling cases of merit promotion and Mr. Bijay Kumar Verma
was the then Registrar of the University. When I read the file and found that the report was
positive and expert had recommended for promotion but the note in the file was fabricated
and proposed against and recommended that it should be sent to a third examiner for the
report as per the rule. I got very upset and angry and complained strongly against Vinay
and raised my voice up to the VC and as a result my promotion was notified vide letter
number 1975/GS-1 dated 22.12.1986 with effect from 28.04.1986 under the Merit Promotion
Scheme of the Bihar State University Service Commission. I had expressed my concern to
Prof. Devendra Mishra ji also and said to him that how come Professor Mishra of Sambalpur
University Orissa can give a negative report knowing fully my background and relationship
with you. He was a student of my Ph.D. supervisor and guru Prof. Devendra Mishra ji of
Patna University. I was about to retaliate but at the same time I had confidence that he will
not give a negative report and he will definitely consult Prof. Devendra Mishra ji or at least
his son and our colleague Dr. Amarendra ji. I was correct in my observation and finally this
was true in the file.

In Nairobi (1987-2014)

I had received an offer to join as a lecturer in the Department of Mathematics, University of
Nairobi through a letter from the Deputy Vice Chancellor Prof. Philip M. Githinji dated
15th April 1987. I had given my consent on the 12th May 1987 accepting the appointment.
However, I was still weighing whether to honor this offer or not. I had a pressure from the
family not to go and to earn more here through coaching and tuition since Statistics was on
high demand and needed for the engineering and medical admission tests. Secondly, I had
returned from Tanzania terminating my contract premature in 6 months time. Again going
to East Africa in a University in a neighbouring country Kenya was also another point into
discussion. I was in serious consultation with my well-wishers and friends. I consulted Prof
R.S. Mishra my teacher in BHU also who was living with his son Dr. Pradeep Mishra in
Patna. He also assured me to help for some another teaching assignment in Middle East
since he had taught in Kuwait earlier. Prof G.P. Sinha gave me a letter for an assignment in
Libya, which was a very popular destination for my colleagues in the department. That time
also Dr. Amarendra Mishra and some other colleagues from our department were on
assignment in Tripoli. I was also expecting to get contract from there. Though saving per
month was somehow better but life was tough and tense in Libya under the leadership of
Col. Gaddafi. I had a very categorical discussion with my good friend and senior colleague
Prof. Arun Kumar Sinha who was my advisor, well-wisher, guide and friend. His argument
was very simple. How much do I save here in Patna per month, which was almost zero? And
how much I can save there in Nairobi and how is life there? Can I save five thousand or more
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per month there? I said yes and he suggested that I should not miss this opportunity and I
should not compare myself with Prof. R.S. Mishra who was a renowned senior person. He
categorically asked me to tell him who has rejected such an offer at my level and refused to
go to join? I had no answer to these questions. I was delaying but still holding this offer from
the Nairobi University.

The family situation after May 1987 convinced me and Gaytri to leave India at least for a
few years for family sake and for protecting our relationship with the family members and to
earn some name and funds so that we can better support our family financially. Now marriage
of Ramesh was also accomplished and we were free from that responsibility also so we
discussed with my mother and elder brother that we shall leave with him our savings and
we shall regularly send remittances for maintenance of family expenses in Patna. It was
acceptable to all with some discussions. We finally got relieved on lien from Patna University
on 2 November 1987. Everybody was feeling the gap and vacuum due to our absence but
there was no other choice. In the beginning of my career, I have my vision that I shall
support the family from Patna in guiding, advising and promoting them for higher education
and securing jobs through competitions at state and national level. In ten years we sacrificed
our everything and provided all the facilities but there was no tangible results. We wanted
that my younger brothers should go abroad for study and job assignments but no success.
When we realized that they are not doing well and even making enough efforts and they are
looking for an easy life, we decided that time is now for us to leave India and do whatever we
can do to set an example for others to follow and to help the family financially as well. After
counting the pro and cons points we finally decided to accept the offer to join as a lecturer in
the Nairobi University. We were aware of the loss in quality of education to the next generation
and connections to keep the family together will be weakened. However, we all know that for
nurturing love and respect some distance is necessary for a period otherwise it starts
evaporating and bitterness comes in. That was the stage about to come and everybody was
having easy ride on us. Ramesh was lecturer in Law College of Bhagalpur University and he
got married on May 9, 1987. Ramashkar and Om Prakash had secured law degree and
license for law practice also convinced that I have done my duty towards my brothers. Rest
of the cousin’s young brothers had also adopted some directions. Umesh was recruited in
Army in EME core with the support of Capt. Dr. Vijay, son of Shri U.N. Rai who was retired
as promoted IAS and Chief Election Officer of Bihar.

We left via Delhi, Bombay to Nairobi by Kenya Airways flight and arrived to Nairobi
at Jomo Kenyatta International airport on 4th November 1987. I was expecting Chairman
Prof. Ogana from the Department to receive us at the airport. We had met a family who was
also going to Nairobi and they were settled there. Mr. and Mrs. Bose became very friendly
and on arrival to Nairobi he was with us. He gave several good tips to us. His son in law Mr.
Dilip Lodh popularly known as Jamai Babu (JB) came to receive Mr. and Mrs. Bose and we
were still waiting for Prof Ogana. That time there was no mobile phone and landline was
also very rare. We had no local currency also so Mr. Bose called the university and he got the
message that Prof. Ogana will receive Dr. Rai and he is on the way. He proposed that we
should accompany him and go to his residence and relax. He will make sure that University
officer concerned will come to his house to pick me up and put me in a hotel assigned by the
university till we are provided accommodation by the Housing Department of the University.
We had no option and we accepted his offer to go with him to his house. Though I was fully
aware that he was taking a trouble, which he could have avoided, but he was such a helpful
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and generous person that he convinced JB to take our luggage in his car to his house.  He
also being a very gentle person accepted it to take us to his house. We got fresh and took
shower and breakfast since it was an overnight flight from Bombay to Nairobi. Meanwhile
he called several time and established contact with the Chainman Prof. Ogana. He invited
him to come to his house in Westland area. Dr. Ogana came in his car and took us to Jacaranda
hotel, which was nearer to this place in the Westland’s area itself. We settled in the hotel
that day and next day morning Prof. G.P. Pokhariayal an Indian who was also Associate
Professor in the Department of Mathematics came to take us to the Department in Chiromo
campus of the University of Nairobi. It was not very far from the Jacaranda hotel. I had a
letter from Prof. R.S. Mishra to him introducing me and explaining my relation with him.
Prof. Pokhriyal had done his Ph.D. under his supervision from BHU. He was working in
Kenya for many years and he was an experienced person. Initially, he joined in Kenyatta
University as a lecturer and then he moved to Nairobi University. We went together with
him to the Department and formalities were completed for my joining. We were given some
advance money also for the day-to-day expenses. However, this hotel Jacaranda at Sarit
Centre in Westland which was a four star hotel was expensive and other eatery places nearby
were equally expensive. The University was providing us for bed and breakfast but lunch
and dinner were our responsibility. We explore one restaurant opposite side of the road
called Uhuru highway, which was a nearby place and started taking dinner there and lunch
in the cafeteria in the campus.

I had habit to wake up early in the morning and one fine morning I found that some people
are swimming regularly in the hotel’s swimming pool. I also joined them and became friendly
because I was swimming better than all of them. One of them was the General Manager of
the hotel and another was Mr. Ramjan Ibrahim working with Air Kenya as a chattered
accountant, which was the domestic airline operating from the Wilson Airport. However, it
was not practical to stay for long in that hotel. We asked the university to shift us to a hotel
where there is a facility for cooking also. By that time Dr. C. B. Singh from Varanasi also
came to join in the University and he also joined the same Department of Mathematics. We
knew him from Varanasi and we had an opportunity to meet him before he came to Nairobi.
We both approached to the Housing Department and moved to a hotel the Heron Court that
had cooking facilities also. The General Manager Dr. Parera of this hotel was a Goan and
very friendly person. Hotel was lively with swimming pool, bar and night life was also good.
We had nothing to do with that life except using swimming pool during the weekend. For
Gaytri, she got a company of Mrs. Shakuntala Singh and her two sons Chanchal and Somu.
Both were nice, gentle and sober boys. Somu was coming and going as shuttle service several
times between two apartments. He will go for swimming also with me and come to talk to me
as well. Dr. Singh and Mrs. Singh were very close to us because of the same culture and
tradition but a bit secretive and conscious about what to say and what not to tell. This was
his first teaching assignment and having his rural background with mixed of Banarasi culture
had shaped his personality orthodoxy. For example, if his friend Dr. P.C. Ram will come to
his apartment to guide him in teaching, he will not tell or he will say to us that somebody, a
gentleman had come (a sajjan had come). If I ask him for fun: who was that?  He will not tell.
Then I shall say jokingly that if there was no name then he can’t be a gentleman he would be
a devil man. We shall make a fun out of it. He will prefer that we should visit him to his
apartment but he will prefer not to come to see us. He will meet and develop friendship with
local and Muslim staff from Pakistan also but he will criticize and wash hands after shaking
hands with them. He had truly orthodox in nature and suffering from variety of complexes.
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He will never like that somebody progressed or promoted. One time it happened that I applied
for a senior lecturer position in the department and he also applied for that. I was Reader
(Associate Professor) in Patna University having many years of teaching experience before I
went to Nairobi but he commented that if there is one post it should be given to him.
Apparently he was very friendly but inside he was having complex with me. Dr. C.B. Singh
was very good in using somebody when he has some work with him. For the admission of his
elder son Chanchal, I got rough relation with Prof. Pokhriyal due to his un-cooperative
attitude.  Dr. Singh remained friendly to him but I had bitter relation with Dr. Pokhriyal for
a long time. May be this was because of scarcity of resources and minimum opportunities to
supplement our salary income from university; everybody was doing some part time and not
disclosing to others. We were respectful to Pokhriyal ji because he was senior by all means
but he was not sharing any information and not proving to be helpful.  He was involved in
teaching at many places in private colleges and schools. I also contacted in one private college
in downtown and assured some part time teaching assignments. The Director was an Asian,
Mr. Rawal and he asked me to come from next week and he called one person who was
incharge for the timetable Dr. K.D. Singh in the college to include my name. This Dr. Singh
was known to Pokhriyal ji and he was already teaching there. When he went to take classes,
Dr. K.D. Singh informed that I was there and the Director Mr. Rawal had assigned some
classes to me. Next day, I was informed by phone that there is no vacancy at moment and as
and when there is any, I shall be contacted by Dr. Singh. When I had a bit rough relation
with Pokharial ji due to his non-cooperation in admission of Chanchal, I one day invited him
in my office in the department and explained to him that we respect him as our elder brother
and we came to Nairobi with a hope that he was there for any support and guidance. However,
I have some unverified information that you do not support us in exploring some other
avenues for an additional income rather you are out to damage our efforts. We agreed to
maintain at least a cordial relation with mutual respect. We had from then a normal relation
between us.

I was regularly applying for better positions in various universities and I was successful in
getting a post in the University of Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe. By that time, I had not
completed two years contact with University of Nairobi and the Chairman in University of
Zimbabwe was close friend of the Chairman of Mathematics, University of Nairobi Prof.
Ogana.  Prof. Ogana informed him that I have not completed my first contract of two years so
there is no question of releasing me. I could not get a lectureship in the University of
Zimbabwe. At that time salary and living condition were for superior in Harare compared to
Nairobi in the nineties. In meeting with Prof. Ogana, I complained to him that no active
person would continue for a long-time in this department and I have every right within the
contract with the university to explore and break the contract if needed. If he wants somebody
to continue for a long-time he should look for more incentives otherwise appoint a dead
person.

I was allotted an apartment near the State House (President of Kenya House) behind Milimani
hotel on the State House Avenue called the Tetu Flats, which was owned by Tetu coffee
growers of Nayeri and leased by the University. All together were thirty-two flats and occupied
by the University teachers. I used to walk on foot to the Chiromo Campus and return in the
evening. Gaytri and myself were regular in walking on the State House Road till the arboretum
and return back till late in the evening. Many motorists knew us because they saw us walking
on that road daily. Even President Moi of Kenya used to greet us when crossing and we also
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as a matter of respect stood by the side of the road when his car would cross by the side on
the road. All the security guards on all the gates of the Sate House were familiar to us due to
our regular walk. We were feeling very safe in waking till late on the State House Road.
There were some embassies and two famous schools also on the State house Road. One was
Hillcrest and another was named Nairobi School, which was covering very big area and
looking as a University Campus. We knew some teachers in the schools and they were from
India so occasionally we used to stop and have tea with them before coming to our apartment.
Sometimes we shall go in the Milimani hotel and have a cup of tea and Mandaji near the
swimming pool. Mandaji is very common snack, which is similar to Indian Pakwan, Maradua
or Thekua, but flour used was Maida in spite of wheat flour in the Indian dishes. Sometimes
in summer we shall take some soda or fresh juice as well in the hotel. Very rarely we used to
take lunch or dinner except to host some international or special guests but hotel was just
like a homely place for us. We were conscious of saving money and send remittances of one
third of salary at least to India so that Bhaiya can maintain the family in Patna and Ujiar.

Gaytri was not happy that I was walking on foot everyday to Chiromo where the Science
Faculty was located and sometimes classed were also in the main campus in the Faculty of
Engineering to teach Statistics to engineering students. Both the main campus and Chiromo
campus were more than a kilometre apart. I was walking to the main campus and there was
a road within the University Campus crossing the convocation ground and students halls to
the main campus, which was nearer to downtown. I shall return in the evening and I did not
carry lunch box neither I took lunch in the cafeteria or teachers club in Chiromo. That was
also not acceptable to Gaytri that I walk a long distance and I do not take lunch also. Though
I carried my briefcase with documents and many friends warned me that it is not advisable
to walk with a briefcase. I did not care and continued like that because I had everything as
if my office is with me and when I do not have my briefcase I miss many things including my
photos, stapler, identity cards, pen and pencil etc. Nothing happened to me and I believe
that ninety nine percent fear is imaginary and people take precaution for the whole life.
Gaytri also was very much concerned to it. I used to convince her that look if one person will
come to snatch my briefcase I shall kill. If two will come then I shall beat them. If tree will
come then I shall compromise and if four or more will come together, I shall run away. She
could not believe but did not stop me from carrying a briefcase. She insisted me to by a
Volkswagen Beetle car, which was available on an affordable price, but I always showed her
a big car with red number plate, which was allotted to diplomats and staff of United Nations
agencies and also to some international agencies as well. She will say jokingly that then
wait and “Na Nau Man Tel Hoe Na Radha Nachihan”. Finally, I proved her wrong.

I was trying my best to explore possibilities and avenue to expand my horizon. In that effort
I was writing research papers also and sending to some conferences. My paper was accepted
in conference in Brugge, Belgium. I got funds from the University of Nairobi from the research
fund of the University. This was a new exploration to get funds from university which was
known to a very few expatriate staff. I attended the conference but used this opportunity
and visited many other countries. I went via London by British airways to Brussels. On my
return journey I came via Paris, Rome and stopped there for two-two days and went around.
I left on 21st August 1989 for attending the conference in Brugge, Belgium and returned to
Nairobi on 2nd September 1989. It was a ten days trip to have some feeling of Europe. This
opened the eye of my many colleagues especially from India to avail similar opportunity. I
am not aware of their success but I know that many started trying their luck. I explored
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other projects also such as to request for a transport to go for a study tour to some national
parks and lakes in Kenya in a group of families. We were given a station wagon of 25 seated
from the university and we went to Nakuru and Naivasha Lake and game parks. This was
also my exploration and it was not repeated again after I left the University.

I had applied to many UNDP projects and offices of various UN Agencies but there was no
luck. I had become friend of regret letters. I was loosing my patience and confidence as well.
It was about three years and nothing was achieved. I resigned once but the University did
not accept that. We were deciding to return back to Patna but the difficulty was that we had
no savings. We needed at least five lakhs rupees to resettle in Patna and to start a fresh. All
the belongings back home in Patna were sold or taken away to Ujiar and there was no way
we were going to ask to bring that back. We had to set up a new home and getting salary will
also take some months by the Patna University. There was an impression also in the Patna
University that we come from a well to do family and we are not hand to month. I had big
hope to get a post in a UNDP project in Afghanistan in Kabul but that time relation with
India was not friendly and I was not accepted due to my Indian nationality. I again was
selected in a project of UNDP in Ghana but after waiting for a few months I received a regret
letter that the project could not be executed due to funding constraints from the donors.
Finally, I decide to resign from Nairobi University and return to Patna. We thought that we
tried but luck was not in our favour and now we have spent more than three years and there
is no hope to get a better posture in near future. I got a consultancy from UNCHS (Habitat)
in August 1991 to suggest the statistical topics after reviewing the material produced so far
in various projects to depict comprehensive picture of global human settlements situation
and secondly to give proposal for presenting these variables through various methods of
graphic presentation which should be simple, clear and technologically feasible. I had to
present the report in one month time, which I submitted by the deadline of September 1,
1991. I was paid well and now waiting for some further work but there was no sign of another
assignment. I decided to resign from the University and return to India. One day while
walking on the State House Road we were discussing this matter. Gaytri suggested meeting
with Dr. Ramachandran once for saying good-bye before deciding for any step to return to
Patna.

Meanwhile I had regular contact with UN office in Nairobi which was hosting two UN Agencies
headquarter namely United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and also former United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements Programme (UNCHS) which was transformed to
the level of UN Programme and renamed United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UNHSP) and called UN-Habitat in December 2001. Dr. Arcot Ramachandran was the
Executive Director of UNCHS (Habitat) at the United Nations Under Secretary General
level at that time. He was a highly respected person in the UN system. He was the father of
UNCHS (Habitat) because he was the founding Executive Director since its inception in
1976 after Vancouver Conference. I had met him a couple of times in his office and he met
me with great respect. Though he was a very highly ranked person who served UNCHS
(Habitat) till 1993, which was more than 16 years at the Under Secretary General of UN
that is a rare thing now. I had done consultancy earlier and presented the report, which was
praised very much for its quality and content. Dr. M. Ramaiyah from Chennai was a senior
advisor in UNCHS (Habitat) and very gentle person. We know each other and he helped me
in editing the report. I was paid a very handsome amount for this consultancy and that was
some financial base.
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Gaytri suggested me that I should go to UN office tomorrow and meet with Dr. Arcot
Ramachandran since he has always welcomed and respected me so it is a courtesy also to
inform him that we are going back to India and thanking him for his kind gesture. I accepted
her advice with heavy heart and feeling shy that he may feel that I have come to seek some
favour from him. Anyhow, I agreed that I fixed an appointment and went to meet him.
Luckily his secretary gave me an appointment at 10:30 AM on the next day and I went to UN
office with my friend Mr. Abhay Joshi from Kathmandu, Nepal who was working with UNEP
as the Chief, Registry, Mail and Pouch Department. I was in the library for passing time till
the time of my appointment with him and I did not notice that time has passed. I rushed to
telephone set and called his office and his secretary told that she was looking for me and
Dr. Ramachandran is waiting to see me. I rushed to his office and met him. He again welcomed
me and very politely I told him that I am leaving for India and I have come to say good-bye
and thanking him for all his kind responses. He sharply reacted and said what? He called
the Director Research and Development, Mr. Petro Garau who was not on his desk. He told
me that I should go and see Mr. Guenter Karl. He had already given instruction to recruit
me as a Statistician in the Research and Development Division to work with Mr. Guenter
Karl. I came down to the second floor and met with Mr. Guenter Karl. He processed all my
papers and sent to HR department to Ms. Prabha Rao and I gave my consent on 10th January
1992 to join UNCHS (Habitat). I did not join because I thought that I have to reorganize
myself and may be I shall come from India to join to justify my grants and entitlements for
an international recruitment. At the same time they have also to arrange my office and
equipment’s like computer etc. I agreed to join on the 20th January 1992 but my friends
started suggesting that I should have joined immediately so that meter will be on and secondly
there may not be any change of mind. There was one person Dr. A. Vaidyanathan who was
also Statistician from Chennai and had some experience of working in UN system was also
seen in the UN Campus. I was a bit tense but I wanted not to reflect in my action and
anyhow waited for ten days and finally joined on the 20th January 1992 on the post of
Statistician.

I resigned from the Department of Mathematics University of Nairobi from immediate effect
as soon I knew about the UN assignment and Dr. F. Njui was the Acting Chairman of the
Department of Mathematics that day. He forwarded my application to university but when
Ogana knew about it, he changed the recommendation to give a three-month notice for
resignation or pay for it as per the contract.  I had no other way except to pass three months
time. We sold our household items and gave some to our secretary in the department. We
moved to Millimani hotel advised by the university office. It was a difficult time for us and
my Indian brothers were guessing that I am going some where in the forenoon time and
coming to Department in the afternoon. There is some reason for it. One South Indian Dr. M.
S. Rao in Department of Metallurgy was my neighbour in Tetu apartments but living in
another block and he was knowing about my friend Mr. Joshi who was coming daily to give
me lift to go to UN Office in Gigiri. He was more anxious to know the truth and he was
enquiring from Joshi ji also about my going out with him daily in the morning. He had some
idea but not confirmed and unverified news. He was also checking my door in the office in
the department and asking others also about my whereabouts. They were discussing among
themselves about my absence from the department. Though there was no teaching that time
due to semester break during the Christmas time and in early January. We received our
dues and completed all the checking out formalities from the university and we did not
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expect air ticket because we had resigned. Many Indian brothers were coming to meet us in
the hotel and proposing to carry something to India but we were not in a position to accept
anything to carry to India. We were looking for an apartment near Sate House because that
area was known to us. We got an apartment very near to and in the next compound. A two-
room apartment was sufficient for us and we got a good neighbour also of Indian origin. He
was very helpful in settling down in that compound. Later on when Ashbibu Singh was
transferred to Sioux Falls from Nairobi. We moved to his Massenet house in Hurlingham.

Now, I had settled comparatively well and it was always in my mind to keep my mother with
me to give her some rest and spent some valuable time with her. Till now we were in struggle
and now time had come to devote some time with her and for her. We decided to bring her to
Nairobi to live with us. There was a great pressure against it because there was nobody to
fill that vacuum in the family in her absence. Though mother is precious for everybody and
there is no pair for mother but my mother was a special mother who had given her life for
family and never thought for herself. Entire village was depending on her for some kind of
support, help and guidance. A lady who was illiterate and had no formal education but she
was Mother Teresa and Nightingale combined and much more…. I brought her to Nairobi on
1st November 1992 and she lived with me till 3rd October 1993. There were several SOS calls
from home to bring her back because of many things were happening in her absence and
there were many events waiting for her to come. We took her around in Kenya to different
picnic places, to temples and gugudwaras and to the houses of many friends and colleagues.
Nobody can feel that she is unfit anywhere. She will win the heart of people from her nature
and service. I took her to my office several times and had coffee in the cafeteria. I introduced
her to my international colleagues and invited also their families to our home and she will
sit with them enquire their well-being by her hands signs and body language. She was a
great mother who cannot be compared with any living human being or gods. One of my
neighbours once asked her whether she feels bored here in Nairobi leaving a big family
behind in India? She replied that she could live even in the forest if her son is with her.  It
was a wonderful reply. Her health improved and she recovered well. I bought shoes for her
walking and gold bangles and a chain for her daily use. Gaytri gave suggestion to her not to
give to anybody and these are for her to use till she is alive. She replied to Gaytri that do not
put any condition if you give anything to me. I shall give to anybody who will not have these
and if someone will ask for these items to her. This is what happened that she distributed all
the items to his daughter in-laws and grand daughters on arrival to home in India. She was
very self-respected and she will never ask for anything for herself. She will ask to do more to
the needy person in the family. If we give some money or any shawl, somebody will take and
she will be without shawl or shoes. She will give money to any needy person in the village
also for school fee or for festivals expenses or somebody is sick in the family. The family
members had suffered a lot in her absence and in spite of my all efforts, all requested me to
let her live in the village and not to take her again to Nairobi otherwise many of them will
die. There was issue of marriage of daughters of my younger brother and Babu ji specially
wanted her not to go with me again. He begged to leave her at home and let them live
together in the family till they are alive and do not separate them. Without her he was
helpless and good for nothing. She was his strength. Both had faced all the challenges and
problems in family and lead the family together. He was very confident when she is at home
but without her, he was lifeless like Shiva without Shakti is Sava. She passed away on
10th October 2009 in Ujiar, Ballia, UP, India. I was that day in New York and after hearing
the news from Siddhu, I changed my ticket to return to Nairobi and then to my home at
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Ujiar, Ballia.

Dr. Ashbindu Singh was posted in Bangkok with UNEP regional office. He was transferred
to Nairobi because of some difficulties there and his supervisor asked him to visit Nairobi to
be familiar with the place before he moves there on his posting at the Headquarter. He met
Dr. Virmani a scientist at ICRISAT, Hyderabad in Bangkok in some meeting and he asked
if he knows anybody in Nairobi. Dr. Virmani gave him my reference and Dr. Singh called me
when he was staying in Nairobi Club, which is very near to the main campus of the University.
I told him that I have my class in the main campus and by noon I shall pass through the club
and meet him. When we saw each other we realized that we know and we have met before in
BHU campus. He was in Physics a studious man but we were more in social work than our
studies. I brought him to my apartment and we became friend. A few weeks after, he came
alone with bag and baggage to join UNEP in Nairobi. His wife Neeru and children joined
him at a later date. We became a close friend and he used to come from his house in Hurlingam
to our apartment at the State House on walk. We were meeting frequently and almost daily.
When I was planning to resign and go back to Patna, he also encouraged me to explore more
and suggested that Nairobi is better place for more opportunities than Patna for progress in
terms of international exposure. He convinced me that I should not return back rather I
should explore more seriously. He said that I need only one post and I should not be
discouraged that there are many in the queue and there are limited opportunities in the
field. He encouraged me for meeting with Dr. Ramachandran also. We went on safari also
together including to Masai Mara Game Park and many other places.

Dr. Ashbindu Singh was transferred to Sioux Falls, USA in 1993 but we maintain good
relation with him till my retirement. He stayed with us whenever he came for any meeting
at UNEP Headquarter at Gigiri, Nairobi. At least three to four times per year was his visit
to Nairobi on some assignment and meeting. He became our family member and one room
was reserved for him. He was very close to Gaytri and Siddharth also. I also visited him in
Sioux Falls and in Washington DC. Whenever I got a chance to go to USA for any meeting or
any other purpose, I made extra efforts to visit him. First time when I visited USA with
Gaytri and Siddharth to New York in connection with a meeting in UN, he encouraged me to
come to Sioux Falls. Initially, he convinced me to come to New York and he will take care of
us after that but at the same time he suggested me to buy Visit USA coupons for flying to
various destinations in USA. When we arrived to New York, we were staying with our friend
Dr. R. S. Malik in Long Islands and my meeting was continuing. We celebrated Siddh’s
6th Birthday and hosted dinner in an Indian restaurant in Long Islands, which was nearer to
Dr. Malik house. Dr. Singh suggested me to send Siddharth and his mom to him in Sioux
Falls and I should join them later after finishing my meeting in New York. I agreed and
went to see them off at LaGuardia airport for Chicago and from there to Sioux Falls. This
was the first time that both were going without me. I was very nervous and Gaytri was also
fearful but Siddhu was very happy and confident to go. Though he was only six years old. I
gave him the contact number and address of Ashbindu Singh but the problem was to change
the flight at Chicago airport, which is a big airport, and connecting flight was from another
terminal. Dr. Singh had also given a contact number at Chicago in case they need any help.
I requested the airport officer at LaGuardia and they allowed me to go up to the plane to see
them off.  However, I was still very nervous but Siddhu was having the paper in his pocket
and he was confirming his mother that he can guide and there is nothing to worry about.
When they landed at Chicago, they were following other passengers to go out but Siddhu
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wanted to go to loo and when he came out, they lost the direction. Siddhu was still confident
and by enquiring they reached in time to catch their connecting flight to Sioux Falls. There
was a grand celebration of his birthday by Dr. and Mrs. Singh at their residence. I joined
them in Sioux Falls and we went around to visit NASA office and to see many historical and
commercial places. We went to see Mall of America in Minneapolis, we visited and stayed for
a day at Mount Rushmore National monument, Rapid City and of course his office in the
NASA building in the middle of maize plantation. We had some shopping also for giving gift
but we were aware of that we are travelling to many places and carrying luggage will be a
problem. In that trip we went to Chicago to see the Sears tower  (Willis tower now) which
was completed in 1974 the tallest building in the world that time, beautiful Chicago lake
and around and took tour of the city by tourist bus to get a feel of the city’s big buildings and
nice roads. At the Chicago airport while we were waiting for a flight we were caught there in
a storm and airport was closed. There was nothing to eat because all the items were sold.
The airlines in America do not cover when there is such a natural calamity and you are of
own. Airlines do not take responsibility for delay of flights or if you are stuck for hours due
to hurricane or storm. We had much good and bad experience this time and we learned a lot.
When I was in flight at LaGuardia airport on my way to Sioux Falls to join Siddhu, my flight
took speed on the runway and due to some problem in the engine it could not take off. The
pilot pressed emergency break and turned the aircraft back, which was about to go in the
water at the end of runway. We went to Disney lands in Orlando and stayed there for a few
days, which was a great attraction for Siddhu. We visited everyday one park and return to
hotel in the evening. We had located one Indian restaurant not far from our Days Inn hotel.
One day when going for our dinner to that Indian restaurant and it was bit dark on the
walkway, I fell down and hurt myself. We were now tired of travelling and wanted to return
back. Our flight was to Washington DC and then to New York to complete Visit USA (VUSA)
coupons. Again we were stuck at airport due to storm in Washington DC. It was getting cold
and passengers were begging for a blanket and saving kits which airline was reluctant to
provide. All passengers were taking shelter on the airport and lying on the floor. We also
managed somehow with one blanket and one saving box. There was no provision of food for
dinner. We got some snacks after many efforts. Next day we reached to New York and reached
to Dr. Malik house. We rested for a day and flew to Nairobi by KLM flight via Amsterdam. In
this trip for two weeks we had covered Northwest and east coast of USA well.

We had many trips to Europe and Siddharth was always with us. He was the youngest
participant in IAOS conference in London in August 2002. My friend Prof. Maier from the
Berlin School of Economics was also in that conference with his son Alexander. Both Siddharth
and Alexander are of the same age and have good friendship. They were given designation of
youngest participant in the IAOS conference and both did volunteer work to assist the
organizers. The 54th Session of the International Statistical Institute was held in Berlin,
Germany, 13-20 August 2003. We went and stayed with my friend Prof. Maier. He came to
airport to pick us and take to his apartment in the downtown. Next day I went to the venue
of the conference and Gaytri and Siddharth accompanied me with Prof. Maier and his son
Alexander. After registration, I had to attend and chair a meeting of the Standing Committee
of Regional and Urban Statistics (SCORUS) Executive Committee. I was elected to this post
in 2000 in a SCRUS conference in Schengen, China unanimously. I told Gaytri to wait for
me there in the lobby with Siddhu and I shall be back in two hours time. When I returned
back from the meeting I found Gaytri alone and nervous because Siddhu was missing. On
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enquiry she told me that he was with her but half an hour before he disappeared and she
started crying. I started looking for him but it was a big crowd of about 4 to 5 thousand
participants and a very big conference venue. I called Prof. Maier and asked whether
Siddharth is with his son Alexander and he said that no. He was at home with Alexander
and they did not see Siddharth. I also got a bit panic and walked up and down to locate him
in the building. Ultimately, I went to the reception and asked the lady to make an
announcement that one Indian boy Mr. Siddharth Rai is missing and his parents are waiting
near the reception desk. If anybody see that boy please bring him to the reception counter.
What Siddhu had done that he found a workstation with computers for participant to use it
to check mails and work on the Internet. He quietly walked away and started playing games.
He heard the announcement and came out and walked to the reception to join us. We had all
bad thoughts that time that may be somebody has kidnapped or he lost the direction or he is
in bad hands or met some accident etc. Because in Germany, there are no children and
young population is on decline. In that case adoption of children are a common practice.

I was selected to be an International Observer in the first democratic general election of
South Africa when all races people voted in 1994. The election was held from 26-29 April
1994 and as it is known that the first black African Dr. Nelson Mandela was elected as the
President in this historic election. We were taken to Johannesburg two weeks before and
given training on our role in a Holiday Inn hotel. The Special Representative of the UN
Secretary General Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali for South African first democratic election,
Mr. Lakdar Brahimi was the overall in-charge for the United Nations Observer Mission in
South Africa. It was my privilege to serve the United Nations at this critical point in the
history of Africa and had a wonderful experience. UNOMSA was the largest electoral observer
mission mounted by the United Nations. No fewer than 2120 men and women took part,
including staff members of the United Nations and specialized agencies and recruits from
120 member countries.  The work of the United Nations Observer Mission in South Africa
marked the culmination of many years of close involvement of the United Nations in the
struggle against apartheid, and in search for a just dispensation, which would recognize the
political and human rights of all South Africans. The fact that the eyes of the world were
watching the situation closely and in a systematic way without doubt made a contribution to
the peaceful environment in which the election were conducted, and the will of the South
African people to be democratically expressed. Mr. Brahimi honored us with a certificate of
appreciation for good work done in South Africa. On our return to Nairobi, Ms. Elizabeth
Dowdeswell, Under Secretary General of UN and Executive Director of UNEP and UN-
Habitat also welcomed us and thanked for our personal commitment in contributing to the
very important goals of our organization by assisting in ensuring free and fair elections in
the Republic of South Africa. Our role as an UN observer was greatly appreciated by her.
She said that she was proud of us who contributed in that way to the new South Africa.

Till the end, Zulu leader Mr. Buthelezi was not agreeing to participate in the election so
there was high tension and possibilities of violence also. Who will go to Zulu area in Kwazulu
Natal was a big question due to tough area and their violent warrior character. I had no fear
so I volunteered to go and I was given responsibility of Natal area specially Melmoth district
and my HQ was in a Sakaland hotel, which was a unique experience of Zulu culture, and
tradition. This hotel had no radio, no television or any mode of communication. We had
traditional food and Zulu dance in the evening. Zulu are very self-respected people and all
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around field was sugar cane plantation and hilly terrain. I was travelling with my team to
all part of that area to make sure that people should participate in good number and there
should be a peaceful election. I with my team had become a household name. Most of the
households were recognizing us and at many occasions offered tea and coffee. I remember
one incidence that on Election Day, two groups were about to clash. They were assembled at
the both end of a bridge with bow and arrows. I wanted to be successful and to make sure
that election was conducted peacefully and there was no violence. I walked on the bridge
raising my hands up and walked from one side to other side. I convinced people that this
opportunity has come after a long struggle for a century and after a lot of sacrifice. They
should not waste in fighting and vote peacefully to any candidate of their choice. They listened
to me and agreed to go to the polling booth for voting. The police and administration admired
my courage and skill of negotiation. The District Magistrate was a white man. He became
my friend and invited to have some tea with snacks. We went to his office and he gave some
valuable tips about Zulus. Second incidence I do remember that my car was dirty and two
young boys approached me to clean the car and ask to pay some Rands. I had no time and
thought that they want some money so I wanted to give them but they refused to take the
money. When I asked they responded that let them work to clean the car first and if you are
satisfied then you pay us but not without any work. This impressed me very much for their
self-respect. I shared this story with the DM of Melmoth and he confirmed that it is true. At
his residence also somebody will approach and ask for work and then we pay. They feel
insult in taking anything in donation and as alms. I bowed my head to the proud population
of Zulu people. Ladies are mostly top less but there is no incidence of rape. They have no fear
of sexual harassment or teasing. They can walk in the evening or in dark and ladies are safe.

Now, I had become veteran of conducting election in difficult areas. I was invited to be an
UN International Observer in Mozambique election in October 1994. General election was
held between 27th and 29th October 1994 to elect a President and members of Assembly of the
Republic of Mozambique. It was the first time the country had multiparty election.  FRELIMO
candidate and president of Mozambique since 1986 Joaquim Chissano was elected and the
opposition party and former guerrilla group RENAMO acknowledged the result. We all UN
observer were staying in a hotel VIP Grand Maputo in town central area and made sure that
election is peaceful and people should vote in a free and fair manner. Voter’s tern out for
election was 88 percent. The United Nations Security Council, which had a peacekeeping
operation based there due to the civil war, endorsed the results as a free and fair in its
Resolution 960. It was a great experience in going to Maputo in a Russian plane and return
also by the same plane. I had not travelled in such an aircraft where the chairs were like
steel chairs removable and luggage was put behind in a net near the tail of the craft. We
were a bit scared also travelling in such a craft. Food and language was also difficult in
Maputo. There was hardly any restaurant, which served vegetarian meal. Portuguese’s
language was also unknown and we were trained with a few words as SOS.

One of my missions to Libya was the most memorable among all. I was invited by the National
Organization of Libyan Youth (NOLY) to represent UN as a speaker in the International
Youth Forum in conjunction with the second annual Libyan Youth Forum in Benghazi in
August 2007. From there I had to go to Amsterdam for another UN meeting. Secretary-
General of NOLY and the co-ordinator of the Forum Mr. Abdulhadi Lahweej was the focal
point of the conference and he was in communication with me for all the arrangements. He
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was working for the second eldest son Mr. Engineer Saif al-Islam Gaddafi who was very
powerful in the inner circle politics of his father President Gaddafi and making several
important decisions including organizing the Global Youth Forum. I flew to Tripoli first
time though I had heard a lot about the country and its President. I had read the Green Book
and vision and philosophy of Gaddafi when I was in Patna, India. I was familiar because
most of my colleagues from Department of Statistics, Patna University had worked either in
Tripoli or Benghazi University. One of my senior colleagues was claiming that he had taught
Col. Gaddafi and he knows him closely. He used to recommend some staff from Patna
University and his recommendations were effective also. Most important thing was that in
spite of harsh living conditions and restricted freedom of movements, worship and speeches,
they were paid better than many other places and those colleagues who got an assignment
for four to five years would have funds to built a house in Patna and some spare money to
spend in marriage and funerals comfortably. I was told that they were saving about ten
thousand equivalent in Indian Rupees per month, which was a big amount that time in
eighties and nineties when we had salary in India for a lecturer about one thousand Rupees
per month. I was curious to see the cities and country from the UN-Habitat’s point of view
also and what need to be done for sustainable urbanization in Libya including the youth
empowerment and their role in decision-making process for the development of their country.

Some people received me and they took my UNLP and I was taken to the VIP lounge. All
formalities were in the process including immigration but I was asked to go to a limousine
car waiting for me. I was told that my UNLP and luggage will be brought to the hotel and
will be delivered to my room. It was mid-night and car was running in a high speed but no
sign of a city was visible. I was concerned about my UNLP and luggage also because I did not
know the name of persons who received me. There was a big problem of language and driver
did not know English. After about 45 minutes I asked about hotel and driver replied by his
body language not to worry and it will come. We reached to the Grand hotel and without any
formality, I was given a room and escorted to the room, which was very good, but still I was
worried about my UNLP and luggage. I could not sleep well. My luggage was delivered but
not my UNLP. I wake up in the morning and went to the reception and I was told that they
have not received my UNLP till now but I should not be worried and it will be delivered. I
took my breakfast and waiting for information to go to Benghazi but no communication and
I was told to relax in my room or in the lobby of the hotel. I had become familiar with some
faces and I was anxiously waiting in the lobby for further communication. We were informed
that a bus would take us to airport by lunch time so be in the lobby. I was first to come to
lobby and waiting for a bus which came in an hour time but I was not given any air-ticket so
I was wondering how to fly to Benghazi without any ticket and passport. We reached to the
airport but no flight announcement and no aircraft at the airport was in sight. We were told
to eat whatever we like from any shop at the airport. I also got some snacks suitable for a
vegetarian. We were asked to come to the gate and walk to the aircraft without any boarding
pass and sit on any comfortable seat of our choice. This was a 747 aircraft and its interior
was designed for private use and luxury sofa and bed were installed. Since we were guest of
Engineer Saif-al-Islam, this was his private plane to entertain his personal guests. It was
amazing and I was not used to such hospitality. We reached to Benghazi and moved to a big
hotel again. The programme was next day in a stadium and we were taken there in the
afternoon around 4 pm. Mr. Saif-al–Islam came after an hour though I was given seat in the
front row. He spoke well and tried to woo the mob by waving hands and slogans for chanting
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by the mob. We had presentation of our paper next day in the hotel itself. Third day we were
returning to Tripoli but my UNLP was still not with me. We used the same aircraft to return
to Tripoli and moved to the same hotel without any formalities or checking at the airport. We
walked from a side door guided by a guide. I enquired again about my UNLP because I had
my flight next day to Amsterdam by lunch time by KLM airline. Again the reply was the
same that I will be taken care and there is nothing to worry about. I enquired at the reception
of the hotel before going to bed but they had no answer. I could not sleep well again that
night and early in the morning I went to the reception and I found my UNLP but I was told
that two persons are assigned to me who will come to take me to the airport and assist in
catching my flight. I was a bit comfortable because my UNLP was with me and I was ready
to go of my own. At exactly on time I came down to reception and asked for a taxi to go to
airport but I was informed that I should wait for two gentlemen who are expected to come
anytime to take me to airport. There was no need to sign any bill and we were allowed to eat
and drink whatever we liked. It was getting late and two gentlemen appeared to accompany
me. They took my luggage and my UNLP which I wanted not to give them but for completing
formalities at the airport it was necessary and again I was given VIP treatment to not to be
in the queue and my boarding pass and immigration formalities were completed in a record
time and these gentlemen appeared to hand over the documents to me where I was waiting
in the lounge. I thanked God and flew for Amsterdam. I was told finally by those gentlemen
not to worry at all and the flight will not go till you are comfortable. This is Libya and
nothing will move without our permission. You were the guest of Engineer Al-Islam and you
are guest of Libya. We know how to treat our guest. I took a long breath with a great relief.
I learned how to behave when you are a VIP guest and especially a guest of the powerful son
of a powerful president of a country.

I came in contact with the Universal Peace Federation of Father Sun Myung Moon and
Global Peace Festival Foundation run by his elder son Dr. Hyun Jin Moon in 2008. They
approached me to organize the African Youth Conference for Peace and Development in
Africa. I supported them because I believe that anybody who is working to promote peace is
supporting the Charter of the United Nation, which was created to promote peace and
development and protecting the human rights on 26 June 1945. I assured them for our
support and I booked the conference hall one for this conference. When I propose for
Dr. Tibaijuka participation in the opening inaugural session, the Director of her office that
time Mr. Paul Taylor suggested not to support them and he asked advice from the legal
department from New York. It was denied but it became prestige issue for me. I wanted not
to back out after my assurance to host the conference. Finally, I was advised to represent
UN-Habitat and address the conference on behalf of the Director General. I shared the dais
with Martin Luther King Junior, Late James Mancham, Founder President of Seychelles
and Prime Minister of Kenya Raila Odinga and his wife, Youth and Sports Minister of Kenya
and many more famous personalities.

I gave a historic speech, which is still remembered by UPF and GPFF people. I was inducted
as Peace Ambassador and Siddhu was conferred the Young Ambassador for Peace for his
contribution in organizing the conference. Siddhu was requested to write a report also on
how to engage youth volunteers for promoting peace and development in Africa. He worked
on that project report during holidays and delivered it to GPFF. Now, a MoU was signed
between the Global Peace Service Alliance of the Global Peace Festival Foundation and
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UN-Habitat on 10th February 2010 for promoting the implementation of the Habitat Agenda
through various activities including organizing peace festivals, conventions and young
leadership summits in Kenya. Dr. Hyun Jin Moon visited to the SSDS temple and to my
residence in Ronda and spends half-day time with my family where the MoU was also signed.
Subsequently, a Global Peace Convention was organized from 17-20 November 2010 in
Nairobi, Kenya under the patronship of elected President Kibaki who was elected President
of Kenya in 2007 and election result was challenged. After announcement of controversial
election result, ethnic violence erupted and more than thousand people lost life and several
thousand were injured and lost their property. It was unprecedented fight and a lot of hatred
and fear was still in the mind of people. UN Secretary General Mr. Kofi Annan came to
Nairobi and successfully brought the two sides on a negotiation table in Serena Hotel. On
February 28, 2008 Kibaki and Raila signed the power sharing agreement and Raila was
given the post of the Prime Minister of Kenya. The room in Serena where the peace accord
was signed was named Amani Room, which means peace. It was agreed that a Peace
Convention should be organize in Kenya to promote peace and development. This Global
Peace Convention 2010 on One Family Under God: Conflict Resolution, Peace and
Development was organize for reconciliation and promoting peace in the country. This
convention attracted 40 countries leaders and the Ethiopian President HE Girma Wolde
Glorgis (2001-2013) was the chief guest. This four days convention was very successful in
the Kenyatta International Convention Centre (KICC). I was fully involved and played a
very active role. Kenya is such beautiful country that it does not deserve such a conflict
among various ethnic groups. They were living peacefully together as neighbours but the
election of 2007 expose the society and left a dent on the good image of Kenyans who can be
violent than any wild animals. May be the democracy matures after such sacrifices and
hopefully Kenyans also learnt lesson to became a mature democracy. Many Asians (Indian)
and other races people especially the traders left the country after this post election violence.

An International Seminar was organize by the Banaras Hindu University with Malviya
mission on December 25-27, 2009 in the University Campus on the over all theme of “ Higher
Education: Global Perspective and Indian Vision. “ together with the 4th International BHU
Alumni Meet (IBAM 2009). I was also invited to speak by the then Vice Chancellor Prof. D.
P. Singh. Prof. Usha Kiran Rai was one of the conveners and also chairperson of the
Programme Committee. She is related to us and keenly interested that I should come to this
meet and speak in the forum. There were many Vice-Chancellors from Central Universities
and also Chancellor of BHU Dr. Karan Sigh and Hon. Justice Girdhar Malviya were also
present. I was widely covered by media and I was interviewed by many reporters and came
also in the local newspapers because something happened which was interesting. When Dr.
Karan Singh came to preside the first session he shared this visit to Kashi Vishwanath
Temple and his meeting with the head priest. He recited one shloka, which was “Ganga
Trang Ramniya Jata Kalapam, Gauri Nirantar Bivushit Bam Bhagam; Narayana Priya
Madang Maha Paharam, Varanasi purpatim Bhaj Vishwanatham”.  But in his statement he
said that people of Varanasi should not feel much proud because Shiva lives in Kailash,
which is in his state from where he comes from. When I had to give my presentation, I
started from his shloka and with due respect to Dr. Karan Sigh whom I respect and consider
a scholar of Hinduism, I shared the meaning of the shloka and his statement also. I concluded
by saying that His statement contradicts what is said in this shloka. I think people of Varanasi
should be more proud as the shloka says that Varanasi pur patim means Lord Shiva is the
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guardian of Varanasi city and that Himalaya is his Fathers-in-law house (Sasural). In that
relation his state people are MAMA of Varanasi people. This is the reason that we also like
our Father in Law house because our Gods also liked as Shiva lives in Sasural in Himalaya
and Vishnu lives in Chheer Sagar from where Lakshmi appeared after churning of sea. This
news found wide coverage in media also. Finally, Vice Chancellor Dr. D. P. Singh honored
me in a function on 27th December. We were invited to have a cup of tea at his residence in
evening during the conference. A group photo was taken and I invited him to come to UN-
Habitat meetings of World Urban Forum on Right to Cities-Bridging the Urban Divide in
Rio de Janeiro, 22-26 March 2010. He accepted my invitation with respect.

Swami Swatantra Deo ji visited Nairobi and came to SSDS temple where I was member in
the Management Committee. I saw a request that Swami ji is coming and he wants to perform
Yagya and teach the technique of Vihangan yoga followed with his discourse. I told the
management committee to approve the request and let him come because I have heard about
him and he belongs to Ballia district of UP from where I come from. That was a working day
and I was requested by the Committee to come to temple on that day for this function. I came
and after the programme was over, I approached him and introduced myself that I am also
form Ballia and when I saw the request letter about your visit, I told the committee to accept
and provide the facility for your programme today. Swamiji was very pleased to know about
me and he was accompanied by Mr. Vinod Bhadraka and Naamdeo ji. Vinod ji suggested me
to invite Swami ji at my residence. It was a working day but anyhow I said that let Swami ji
come a day after tomorrow in the evening perhaps that was Thursday. I invited some friends
who were interested in yoga and spirituality. Swami ji spent his valuable time with us and
gave blessings also. A few months later he again came with both sons and invited me to met
him in the hotel. The meeting was in a very cordial atmosphere and we discussed how to
promote Vihangam Yoga in Nairobi and how to encourage people to join this knowledge of
life. Again after a few months Naamdeo ji came to Nairobi and called me and expressed his
wish to meet and he had a message also from Swami ji, which he wanted to deliver personally.
I invited him for meeting at dinner at my home. He gave me an invitation from Swami ji to
be the Chief Guest in the annual function in December 2012 in Varanasi. Initially, my first
reaction was to reject this invitation because I was not a qualified person to speak on
spirituality and that is also in Varanasi, which is a very spiritual city. There will be many
followers of Vihangam Yoga in this function from across the world who will be practicing for
many years and I am speaking on Vihangan Yoga will be unfair. I thought to reject this
invitation and tell Naamdeo ji to say sorry to Swami ji but he had come all along to see me
with this invitation form Swamiji and he is invited on dinner with me at my residence, it is
against courtesy of a host to deny the proposal. I discussed the matter with Gaytri and
initially she agreed with my position but after reconsidering the courtesy and cultural issue
we agreed to accept this invitation to be the Chief Guest in the annual function in Varanasi
in 2012.

In any case I had to come to Patna, India for a conference organized by Prof. Arun Kumar
Sinha. Siddhu, Gaytri and myself came to Varanasi and from there we went to Patna for
attending a conference in Patna University organized by Prof. Arun Kumar Sinha. I had
made-up my mind that I shall not speak on spirituality or Vihangam Yoga but I should
speak on social issues and problems to be addressed to follow the path of spirituality. I found
some lines from Swarveda about Vasudhav Kutumbakam (hum hai sub sansar ke, sab sansar
hamar). I had choked throat due to cold but suddenly Swami ji invited me to speak and I
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raised the issue of poverty, education, dowry system, girl fetuses killing, drug problem and
crime in the society including sexual harassment. Swami ji likes my idea and people also
took oath to not take dowry and not support the girl fetuses’ killings. He asked me to help
him and his organization by promoting quality education in India. I offered my help and we
planned for YouthVal project in Raipur, Chhattisgarh using his ashram facilities. We had a
very good start and we got support from the Governor HE Shekhar Dutt and Chief Minister
Dr. Raman Singh. We developed some good facilities and trained students and we got approval
from the Government for the skill development programme. That attracted support form
youth programme of UN-Habitat. Dr. Guenter Karl was appointed as consultant to give
some insight of Doubl Vocational Program of Germany to be implemented in India. This
programme became a model program and attracted Deputy Executive Director Dr. Aisa Kirabo
to visit with Mr. Doug Ragan to Raipur. She was very much impressed with the quality of
programme and she quoted this programme at many occasions including in the UN-Habitat
reports. The problem aroused that Naamdeo was trying to run the institute in the Ashram
style and had many advisors other than me. He wanted a big money from UN-Habitat and I
was advising to go slowly and do not compromise with quality. His approach was to get
teacher free of cost and other matters also free. He will not disclose the income and talk only
the expenditures, which was not convincing at all. He will not present the account book and
asks for bringing funds from international organizations. I was conscious of defamation if
we cannot deliver what we had committed. In our MoU with UN-Habitat signed in June
2014 was to run YouthVall project for training to poor youth in various skills from tribal
area of Chhattisgarh. There was an activity of evaluation of project by independent consultant
funded by UN-Habitat but Naamdeo ji was not interested in evaluation. He could not
understand that any agency will not give funds for the infrastructure but to run the projects
and execute the activities. I tried to convince him that this was the dream of Swami ji and
initially he was saying that money is not an issue for him. There are many followers of
Vihangam Yoga who want to give money for such projects but slowly he retreated from all
the commitments. Meanwhile I had given the accreditation from UN-Habitat and on that
basis we applied for the accreditation to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
and luckily we got accreditation for Vihangam Yoga. This is a big achievement for Vihangam
Yoga. Now, the issue came that Swami ji application for VISA for USA was rejected twice in
the past and he was keen to go to USA for Vihangam Yoga discourses and for social contacts
for spreading this knowledge. I helped him to get VISA for his whole family and there was a
meeting invitation from the ECOSOC on Women empowerment in New York and Swami ji
was very interested to see UN Headquarter in New York. He asked me to join him on this
trip and I accepted in spite of the fact that this was my last month in Nairobi before retirement
and I had to complete many tasks but I could not say no to him. I took him to the General
assembly hall and then to ECOSOC conference room. I introduced many people in New York
and organized his program in Washington DC in the Rajdhani temple where my friend
Amar Nath Gupta ji is the main priest. All went very well and my friend Dr. Ashbindu Singh
hosted dinner that day at his residence in Virginia.

Swami ji was regular in touch with me and Naamdeo ji regularly visited me to discuss many
issues including registration of a foundation called ‘Bahudha’ where I am a Trustee. One
time Swami ji also came to my flat in Joy Apartments and wanted to talk in person. We sat
in my study room and he explained his worries about the construction of Swarved temple in
Umraha near Sarnath and funds crunch. He wanted that I should contact Dr. Manu
Chandaria or Dr. Dawda or any other friends to give funds for the construction of the temple.
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It was a good idea but I know Dr. Chandaria’s priorities and also Dawda’s or any other
business people and I did not contact them. Naamdeo ji stopped calling and there was little
contact with Swami ji also. I met him for a few minutes at Varanasi airport and express my
wish to give more time in the service to Vihangam Yoga for the enhancement of my spiritual
training. I called him a few months later and I was informed that I will be contacted for
meeting but it did not happen. I used to call Naamdeo ji occasionally, when I called a few
months before he was very frank and talked in purely business terms. He said that I should
raise funds and then he will give some share to me also. It was a bit shocking to me because
I was not expecting that a spiritual person had such thinking, which is a language of a
businessman. I had the impression that service and spirituality is the purpose and objective
of Vihangam Yoga but knowing that fund raising is the main motto I was discouraged and
disappointed. When my wife expired on 11th May 2020 I informed to Swami ji also and we
talked. I had brief talk with Naamdeo ji also but I have no illusion about Vihangam Yoga
and Swami ji and Naamdeo ji approach. They are running a company for total profit and
one-way traffic to receive funds but not give anything in return. To catch a big fish they will
sacrifice a small piece of bread but the mission is to sell a dream to people who are rich or
poor and they are pretending to be an agent to guarantee a seat in heaven or they will
recommend for salvation of soul to God. I am also one of them as Swami ji has repeatedly
said that I have been selected by Swami Sadafal Deo ji who was founder of Vihangam Yoga
and grandfather of current Swami Swatantra Deo ji for my salvation. I have a reserve seat
in heaven and free from birth and death. Is it not a good return for good deeds to Vihangam
Yoga?

We had very good relation with Dr. Ashbindu Singh and his family. It is very special if not
unusual that we maintained relation for 24 years hosting him every year for three to four
times when he was on official duty to Nairobi in his service with UNEP. He will come two
days before the meeting starts on Monday and will go when meeting is over because there
was no problem of lodging and fooding. There was free transport also available to go around
to drop him to his friends to meet or for shopping. He will earn Daily Subsistence Allowance
(DSA) also for the duration of stay in Nairobi as the meter is on. We equally enjoyed his visit
and conscious that this is a help to him that he will save money, which was equivalent to
INR one lakh per trip at least. He was having some weakness for money, which can be
judged from one even that his mother died and he did not come to India because he had to
come after a few days for the marriage of his daughter. We were aware of these things and
knowing fully that he will not reciprocate such things to anybody including us.  Sometime he
will give message that he has an alternative place also to stay with Mr. Dias from Sri Lanka
but we were fully aware that he cannot stay for long and he will not get the treatment which
he gets in our house. He was enjoying Indian food of our test and good company of ours. All
was going well till our retirement in 2014. I had helped him in promotion at P5 level also
when my senior colleague from UN-Habitat Mr. Don Okpala was the chairperson of the
Selection Board and half of the members were nominated by me as the President of the
Nairobi Staff Union. I asked Don to recommend a single name of Dr. Ashbindu Singh and he
did it and reported back to me. I called and informed him on phone immediately. After
retirement also I helped him in giving USD for Indian Rupees, which he had received from
refund from Government of Indian from the property tax. He asked to give cheque for USD
30 thousand to return a fake payment as if I have taken fee for some consultancy and that
way he will be benefited in tax saving equivalent to three thousand dollars. All was in his
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favour and he will never share the benefit. He will pay me in Rupees, which is buying rate of
bank knowing fully that if he will go to bank to buy US$ the Bank will charge fee and the
selling rate, which is higher per dollar in any bank. I was fully aware of these but he was
always pretending that what is wrong and in any case I am not looser and I need Rupees to
spend in India anyway. I do not remember that ever I had asked for such favor from him as
a friend. He was conscious not to introduce or give contact of any of his friends but we gave
and took him to most of our friends globally.

We attended his daughter’s marriages and the last one was in 2015 in New York in a suburb
area. We went from India to attend that wedding. He was suggesting me to book hotel room
where he had blocked more than 40 rooms. We are not a hotel culture person and we do not
enjoy much in a big hotel. I wanted to assist and work with him as a close friend and I
suggested that he should arrange our stay with him so that we can interact and be available
at any and every moment. He did it also but with anguish, which we were not aware of. He
had taken an old house for our stay and his wife was staying with her elder daughter Raina
and family. In this building Ashbindu himself, Ananat Singh his son and myself with Gaytri
were staying. We had no complains because we had come to help our friend and it was
marriage of his daughter. Had I known earlier there was no issue of staying in hotel for two
days and we could have afforded which was hundred Dollars per night per room without
breakfast, which he was organizing privately. Perhaps the culture in USA is different than
India. In India the host arranges the accommodation and provides food to guests whereas in
USA everybody is of their own and they look for accommodation and food without depending
on the host. But to my mind the whole idea of meeting and living together and sharing and
supporting is missing if everybody has their own arrangements. With this view I was not
convinced that I should go to a hotel and stay myself separately. Alternatively, my good
friend Attorney Sanjay Chaubey was living in the same area and having big house with
separate guest wing and we could have stayed with his family who comes from Varanasi
from a very reputed family. I had selected one typical gift as I had done in Richa’s marriage
in Mumbai a few years before and gave a gold plated bangle from Egypt - a design from
ancient pharaoh time, this was a Jaipur designed watch in marble and some stones with
stand. This was procured for QCI National Conference and as the Chairperson of BMO of
NABET I had taken part in the selection. I thought that this will be a unique gift and a very
colourful but it was not for him. I left this gift and also a pashmina shawl and tie in a bag
with Dr. Singh in New York suburb place where we were staying and we went to Mr. Sanjay
Chaubey house for lunch and then to Dr. R.S. Malik house in New Jersey for two days stay.
Ashbindu Singh had agreed that he would pick me from Dr. Malik house on his way back to
Washington DC. We went to Niagara Falls from Dr. Malik house on a one-day trip by tourist
bus. On return to New York they dropped us in a very notorious place and they were asking
for tips to the guide. I pulled my wallet and gave the tips and perhaps I forgot to put it back
in my pocket or when I stepped down from bus then a group of drunk black people were
crossing and I lost my wallet somewhere. We had to take a taxi and go to Dr. Malik house
and I lost my wallet with cash Dollars and my cards. By chance, Gaytri had some cash
Dollars and we managed to pay for the taxi to reach Dr. Malik house. Ashbindu came with
his brother as planned next day and we went to Verginia to his house for a few days before
we left for our trip to Minneapolis, Seattle and to Alaska and many other places. The question
was that I had no cash and no international card to meet my expenses. I approached to
UNFCU office in Washington DC and complain was lodged and the manager was very friendly,
he assured me that debit card will be received by next day but Credit card will be sent to my
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correspondence address which was in India. He helped me to draw cash and next day I
received my debit card also. Though I was carrying cheque book and that was helpful.

Ashbindu was reluctant but still I could not know the reason and thought that he may be
tired of the function. Next day we went for morning walk and he started discussion and
complained also that he did not like that I did not book a hotel room. He reminded me that
he with Ms. Neeru accompanied me to Siddharth’s graduation ceremony in Daytona Beach
on his own expenses so I should have booked the room in the hotel. He further said that he
wanted to convey me not to come but Neeru advised to not to do so. He suggested that my gift
is also not good so he wants to return it. He also advises me that there is nothing wrong to
give Dollars in exchange of Indian Rupees to Mr. Anant Singh, his brother-in-law for sending
to his daughter etc. I told that during demonetization time Anant Singh was pleading to
accept some old notes for an exchange but it was illegal and I am not interested to go to jail
for him in such activities. Why shall I do such illegal activities for him and for what benefit?
Can he do on 50-50 shares, which is now-a-days practice in Delhi, and then I can look for a
person who can help him? He kept quite. When we were packing our suitcase to leave for
Minneapolis, he came with one of the gift item and returned to me. We wanted not to take
breakfast but at the same time wanted not to express our disappointment. He came to drop
us to the airport and I left an envelop with US$ 500.00 as to meet the expenses in our stay
and for a good gift. We had though from the beginning to do that but he had no patience. As
a courtesy he called once when we were in Seattle and after that he did not call at all. Our
communication was broken and we did not call each other. Gaytri and myself discussed this
matter several times and came to the conclusion that we have not done anything wrong and
he is the one who forgot our relation for more than two decades and insulted us while we had
visited USA for attending the wedding of his youngest daughter Chikoo.

I retired on 28th February 2014 and my farewell party a grand ceremony attended by many
staff from UN-Habitat, UNEP and UNON. It was organized on the 5th March 2014. Based on
my experience and knowing the story of my senior colleagues that they got depressed when
the time for retirement come and they loiter daily in the UN office campus for some favour
for consultancy work from the junior staff whom they had obliged in their service time. I had
my mind fixed that I shall not stay in Nairobi for a day after retirement and shall not come
to office anymore. If somebody needs to contact me they know how to do that and I shall go to
campus on invitation only. I left for USA as my promise to Swami Swatantradeo ji to take
him to New York to attend the Meeting of Women Empowerment in ECOSOC. I left for New
York on the 7th March 2014 and Swamiji and Naamdeo ji came from India to join me in New
York. We stayed in a flat rented by his followers and we had good interaction with variety of
people in the UN office and also outside. I invited Attorney Sanjay Chaubey and Monk
Vimala Bhante ji to our flat for meeting with Swami ji.

Gaytri was in Nairobi and Dr. Pushpam Kumar with his wife Mrs. Mansi decided to take her
to their house in Muthaiga. On my return I realized it and I was very thankful to the couple.
Anyway we were looking for some accommodation so that we can vacate our house in Runda
and sell the unnecessary items, which we wanted to dispose off and not to carry with us to
India. Moving to Pushpam house was a good help as friend and to short out the items to
throw away or to carry with us to India. It was definitely some inconvenience to them and
Gaytri was not in a position to make decision to throw or dispose papers and items without
me. I think they also started getting fatigue and we took some time to check the documents
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and discard them. Other items were not important but I had collection of material for more
than 27 years and I am not good in throwing things without going through them. We left
many items for their use and consumption. I had good collection of wine, which was no use to
me so we left for them in addition to several items, which we felt that they can use them in
their lawn, and fireplaces including in the guest bedroom. Our Indian friends were speculating
about the arrangements after I had vacated my house in Runda and I did not feel necessary
to inform them in verbatim. I used to give information, as it was required and necessary.
Somebody will ask whether I have rented house then what about the furniture’s and I shall
say that it is furnished house or it is my friend’s house. One of my known people was introduced
to Pushpam also in some gathering at my residence and he was working with Mr. Kamlesh
Patani and equally fraud person. He had promised me to help to keep some items, which I
can take with me in the next trip. He wanted that I should leave my Toyota Prado car also
with him and he will look for a good customer and I should not sell in hurry. It was good that
I sold the car on reduced price to a Diplomat and got payment in US$. Otherwise he may
have done any fraudulent act. I left some carton of goods and he promised that he will store
at his place but when we left for airport he left those suitcases and cartons there with
Pushpam, which I collected, in my next trip to Nairobi. There was some misunderstanding
due to some comments from our Indian brothers and Pushpam communicated to me but he
requested not to ask Mansi.

Next time when I visited Nairobi I found them not so warm and I also decided not to contact
or approach them. I know that they are not social and confined to themselves. Due to me
with them they had to entertained some guests also and I thought that it will be beneficial to
them but I think it did not go well and we got disconnected. Pushpam called me when Gaytri
passed away in May 2020 when I was at home in Village Ujiar for the last rituals. He was
recalling her timely suggestion to him to go to his mother funeral and final rituals in
Darbhanga, Bihar and many more things. When Gaytri was alive we had discussed several
times very seriously and tried to find some fault and shortcomings why people become
indifferent and why they stop relation, which was built on mutual understanding and respect.
It is our nature that we do not develop relation so soon and it grows slowly but when we
become close we do our best at any cost to maintain if not strengthen. But if we feel that
sweetness in our relation has reduced or evaporated due to any reason we try to analyze and
look for the reasons and we feel it and take it very seriously. If we feel that it is due to some
lapses from our side we try to improve ourself and make sure that it should not be repeated
in the future. But if we come to conclusion that it was not our mistake and that the person
was unreasonable and their behaviour was inappropriate, we at least maintain a distance.
We sometimes discuss these with our close friends to reach to a logistic conclusion. In case of
Dr. Pushpam Kumar and Mansi, we did not find any reason and I don’t think that a hearsay
story without authentication is enough to break a friendship unless it was built on a sand
wall.

Similar was the case with Dr. Ashbindu Singh we were shocked with the behavior and his
attitude and we could not find any mistake at our end and till now we have no answer why
he behaved like that. Only I can recall that he repeatedly said that since we are not in
Nairobi so he also does not want to go there. Secondly, now his all three daughters are
married so what to do with people. It means we are not relevant any more for him and may
be he thought that we may come to USA frequently and may come to stay with him when we
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shall come to meet with Siddharth. I am not sure but these are some issues, which we can
recall. It was very embarrassing to confess that we do not have contacts with Ashbindu
Singh. We never told Siddhu also about our sour relation with him and that he insulted us
when we went to attend the wedding of his last daughter Chikoo. We always pray God to
forgive them and bless that family. We have similar example in India also that people come
and become very close and due to some unknown reasons to us they become indifferent. In
the same category I find Swami ji, Naamdeo ji and many others. I did a lot for the Vihangam
yoga and their promotion to take them to USA and Europe. Getting accreditation with
ECOSOC to Vihangam Yoga but all does not matter any more. We do not expect anything in
return but at least to maintain a cordial relation. I start wondering how can one change so
quickly and forgets their commitments and start behaving differently. I know that human
being is a very funny creature and its behavioral pattern is impossible to analyze but there
should be some level to fall. We are also one of them and we pray to God to keep in the right
level of human dignity and honesty in our relationship. God bless us.

Dr. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  r esiden ce i n  Ru n da, Nai r obi , Ken ya
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Chapter  2

GAYTRI  RAI  : M Y L I FE PARTNER
(18t h May 1977 - 11t h May 2020)

and
SI DDH ARTH  RAI  : M Y L I FEL I NE

(Bor n on 3r d J u l y 1993)

I married with Gaytri Rai on Monday 18th May 1977 at Steamer Ghat, Ghazipur city. She
was D/o Late Bashisth Narayan Rai popularly known as B. N. Rai who was at that time,
Principal of DAV College, Ghazipur city. Her mother name was Late Indrabasa Devi. She
had four sisters and one brother. Her rank in hierarchy was third and then after was her
brother Mr. Ram Narayan Rai alias Lalji Rai. She was very close to her father and mother
because she had brought a brother after her. Her family is from a known family of village
Suhawal, Ghazipur. She was from a good agriculturist joint family and her father was a
double MA from Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi that gives a message that they valued
education also at early time in our landlord’s community. Most of the time she lived and
grew up in Ghazipur city except in her early years of childhood was in the village with her
mother. Her father was very attached to his joint family and regularly visited in the village
during the weekends and also for holidays and festivals to celebrate jointly with other family
members. For his own convenience of going to college and education of his children he build
a small house in the heart of market at Steamer Ghat. Another reason was that he was
friend of Dr. Ram Darash Rai; MBBS who was father of presently Dr. Suresh Rai who had
clinic in front of his house and Dr. Rai’s residence was very near in the lane leading to river
Ganga. This area was called Steamer Ghat because it is situated at the bank of river Ganga
and steamer ferry service was operating from there to go to the other bank of Ganga called
Tarighat in the rainy season otherwise there was a pontoons bridge during rest of seasons. It
was convenient for her father to go to village also by bicycle after crossing Ganga by steamer
or bridge. She was very attached to Ghazipur city because her entire education was from
there. She did her Master Degree in History and B.Ed also from the Ghazipur Degree College
commuting by rickshaw to Gora Bazar, Ghazipur where the college was located. Most of the
people were familiar and knowing her family including rickshaw wala because she was
going daily for classes to her college and her father was a respected teacher. Gora Bazar is
famous for two things, first there is a tomb of Lord Cornwallis who died there and secondly
for an Opium factory, which was established during British rule. Since many white people
were living in that area during British Raj so it was named Gora bazar means shopping area
for whites. Before marriage she was a teacher but after marriage we decided that one of us
has to sacrifice career to serve the family. That time my own brothers and cousins were
students and young. Our moral duty was to support them and guide them for their higher
education and suitable employment. Some were preparing and sitting for competitive
examinations for jobs. We had limited resources and it was not possible to rent a flat in
Patna and live well.  I had lived in Minto hostels in the Deputy warden’s room by the courtesy
of Dr. Arun Kumar Sinha who was warden of that hostel and also lecturer in the Department
of Statistics, and then after in the Mahendru hostel when I was pursuing my Ph.D. work. In
our marriage her father gave me a motorcycle of Yedzi brand, which was very helpful in
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commuting and meeting people. One and half year was the time for struggle and most of the
time she was in Ghazipur. I visited occasionally and spent some days with her but she never
asked money for her expenses or anything. She was very simple in living but high in her
thinking from the beginning. She never bothered me with any demand. Finally, I rented one
room flat and then a two room flat in Road number 13 New Rajendra Nagar near Bahadurpur.
It was newly built flat belonging to a teacher in the Patliputra School. We moved to many
places around the Moin-ul-Haq stadium in Rajendra Nagar except one time we had shifted
to Mahendru for a few months. My elder brother Sachchida Nand Rai and my youngest
brother Ramesh were living with us. She used to cook food on charcoal stove because there
was no cooking gas on that time, which came at a later day in Patna, Bihar. She had no habit
of cooking for many people but she never complained and did her work slowly but perfectly.
Once my Bade Babuji visited us and saw that she had served breakfast to everybody but she
had not taken bath and finished her prayers to take breakfast herself and it was late in the
morning. He was very upset and asked us to keep a servant to assist her and he will pay the
salary because he is responsible for her marriage and being a highly educated girl who had
not done so much work should nor suffer. It is inhuman that we all have taken breakfast
except her because she had to mop house and clean utensils before she can go to take bath
and prayers prier to her breakfast. I employed a servant named Vinod but he could not last-
long because everybody was demanding his services for everything including a glass of water
and polishing shoes. He went on leave to meet his family members and could not return. My
elder brother was always against a servant or house girl for assistance. Gaytri never
complained and said no to any work but did all but slowly including taking utmost care for
me. I was struggling for my survival and recognition in the Patna University and I had to
meet, lobby and do some socialization also for it. I was outsider for them and not a local
person from Bihar. Opposition group invariably raised the matter of my appointment in the
Senate of the University meetings. Prof. P.N. Sharma was openly supportive and many
others also but it had deep politics to defeat the other group. Prof. P.N. Sharma ji was always
in my side and supported my case by all means as a senior member of the Senate and
Syndicate.

Gaytri was so proud and self-respected lady that she never asked for anything from me also.
I remember that she was fasting and praying on every Monday to lord Shiva from her
childhood. May be that is why she got me as her husband. Sometimes I will not remember or
return back home late or many times there were no money to bring some fruits and she will
remain without any thing for the whole day at the same time doing her duties also. Bhaiya
will bring something when he will go for buying vegetables or for shopping but not necessarily
he will be particular about these matters. Fasting and Puja was very personal things and it
was not in the common agenda. She will like to go to temple and listen to religious channels
and prayer followed with Puja-Arti was her hobby. She will never ask anything from me or
from anybody in the family. She will not go to market without me and not very frequently to
bazar for shopping or even for window-shopping. If I bring the things then she would not go
for months to market. Only thing when she never compromised was self-respect. She will
not go to even neighbour house and exchange anything including cooked food, which is a
common practice in India with neighbours.

I can recall that sometimes she had an old sleeper and her footsore were some water problem
due to socking water in the kitchen, but she never complained for it. When some festival will
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come we shall take care of children’s dress and Bhaiya will bring some sari for Bhabhi, but
she will not ask for it and use some sari from her old stock from her marriage time. She
never stopped me from doing these support to members of my family. I remember that she
was under treatment for conception, which was getting late. We were very shy and used to
go quietly to consult a Gynecologist Doctor and medicines were very powerful. She has to
supplement with some milk diet, or yogurt because salty items were not suiting her. I was
extremely busy in completing my Ph.D. Thesis and my bhabhiji was on her heals to oppose
her. Finally, to avoid any bickering or quarrels, we decided that she should go for some time
to our village Ujiar to live with family. Same situation was there also that some members
objected to my mother for giving her milk or treating her with favour. Her father was visiting
in my village in connection with some marriage negotiations and he knew that she is there
so he came to meet her. She proposed to go to Ghazipur with him and he happily agreed to
take her with him. Both went to Ghazipur by bus though he had very little money with him
anyhow to meet the cost of ticket. She lived there for some months. Again she came to Patna
when she had recovered a bit but still her treatment was on. We had moved again to Rajendra
Nagar Stadium Road.

She was under treatment of Dr. D. Singh a Gynecologist practicing in Patna and there was
no progress except her sufferings. We went to Bhagalpur to consult with a famous Gynecologist
Dr. Quadros and she referred for a laproscopy test to another city and after seeing the report
she could not do much. Time was running out and we were suggested in 1986-87 go to
Bombay and consult Dr. Rustom P. Soonawala, MD, FRCS a very known Gynecologist and
famous for In Vitro Fertilization (IVF). He conducted an operation of abdomen on 23 September
1987 in N. Wadia Maternity Hospital Bombay for the correction of fallopian tube but after
operation he came to a conclusion that the fallopian tubes are damaged due to childhood
Koch’s infection (tuberculosis) which doctor in Ghazipur could not recognize but that had
damaged both the fallopian tubes which are curled up and it is blocked with some adhesions
and there was no chance for normal conception. Only option left was for IVF ET or adoption
of a child. Dr. Soonawala himself suggested us not to go for IVF ET but to adopt a child
preferably from our family or from a known couples. This may be the reason that IVF that
time in ninetees was not very successful and very expensive also. We thought on this matter
seriously and took our time. I consulted in Nairobi also with some famous doctor in Dr. S. R.
Patel at Nairobi hospital and he had also the same opinion to go for IVF treatment. Both the
children of my elder brother were living with us and studying in Patna under our supervision
so we were treating them as our children and they were also respecting likewise. However,
my elder brother was not very foresighted and conservative, did not encourage the proposal
for adoption. We wanted to adopt his younger son Anand Kumar Rai, (Bagi) initially but he
discouraged us saying that adoption is not easy matter.

My younger brother Ramesh was living with us in Patna and preparing from his competition
and other examinations. He was very close to us but he is very emotional also from his
childhood. Sometimes he will take care of her to the best possible way respectfully and
sometimes he will argue to fight with her. He assaulted her twice without any reasons while
I was around. She cried for several days but for the sake of family she accepted this insult.
For me it was difficult time and Family Dharma was supreme. My mother was alive and it
happened when she was present. I was fully conscious that any step would affect her health
and also affect the career of Ramesh. I also accepted this as a childish mistake from Ramesh
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since he was the youngest brother. My mother was very upset and she said to Gaytri to
forget and forgive because you have played your role and done some service to everybody
and not asked for anything in return. Forgiveness will go a long way to teach a lesson that
what have been done to a person who is working hard to serve everybody and to keep the
family together should not be mistreated like this. I had no words to console her and her
tears dried after a few days. She was caring for everybody but I do not think anybody ever
cared for her feelings in my family.

A few days after this incidence, Ramesh had an interview for a post of lecturer in the T. N. B.
Law College, Bhagalpur. He went and appeared for the interview where our Mama ji Prof.
Haridwar Rai was chairing the interview board. As we knew that he was very conscious of
his image and in spite of Ramesh good performance and good result in MA comparing to
other candidates, he as the chairperson with members of the selection committee placed him
at the second position. He placed one candidate who was heart patient Mr. Vijay Verma at
the first position and there was only one vacancy available in the law college. Ramesh came
back to Patna with heavy heart and when I returned home from university and enquired
about his interview, he cried and narrated the story. As my nature is till today that I cannot
face a crying person and I can do anything to console that person. I promised him that there
is nothing to worry about and you have done your part. I said to him that if Mama ji had
power to place you at the second position, I should exercise my power to make you first. I
assured him to relax and leave it to me to act on now. I started thinking what to do. Shree
Mahadeo Singh, a leading businessman of Bhagalpur was the Secretary of that Law College.
I had good relation with him and I had helped him during the Emergency time when he was
also listed in MISA. He was actually helped by Sri S. N. Rai who was in CBI and later on the
IG police Bihar and he had interrogated him for several hours. I met with Prof P. N. Sharma
and narrated Ramesh story.  He gave a letter to Sri S. N. Rai and I met him with that letter
at his residence near secretariat in the morning hours. He received me well and he had also
done graduation in Statistics from London. He was very impressed knowing that I am a
lecturer in Statistics in Patna University. He gave a sealed letter and asks me to give it to
Mahadeo Singh. While I was returning from that area and I was passing through
Dr. Jagannath Mishra’s residence. That time he was not the Chief Minister of Bihar. I interred
in his house and found that he was meeting the visitors. We knew each other and he asked
the purpose of my visit. I told him to give a letter to Sri Mahadeo Singh for a favour in my
brother’s appointment. It was a very small thing for him so he smiled and said to the visitors
that now I have to write a letter to Mr. Mahadeo Singh. I have helped him a lot and he comes
for help all the time now you want me to give a letter to him. I responded to him bluntly that
if I have a work with Mahadeo Singh then should I ask a letter to Indira Gandhi? He instructed
his PA to give a letter and he asked me to draft whatever I want to write. Immediately I
drafted and his PA prepared that letter and Dr. Jagannath Mishra signed that letter in a
few minutes. Now, I had two letters with me and I had enough power.

Though Mahadeo Singh knew me well and I had confidence that he will listen to me and do
his best. I travelled to Bhagalpur with Ramesh and we went to Mama ji residence in the
University Campus in Lal Bag and Ramesh went to his room near Masak Chak. Next day in
the morning he came to accompany me and with Vijay we decided to meet Sri Mahadeo
Singh. Mama ji knew the purpose of my visit to Bhagalpur and got worried that his
recommendation is being challenged and I am going to meet with the Secretary of the College
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Mr. Mahadeo Singh. When we went to his residence in town, he met with us with a great
respect. I proposed whether he would like to respect our relationship or he would like to
oblige power and politician. He said that relationship is more important for him and assured
that he will appoint Ramesh next day. We went to Ramesh room and still walking in the
town and to wait till next day for his action. Mr. Madadeo Singh took a rickshaw and went to
Mama ji residence and explained to him that he had promised us to appoint Ramesh on that
post. When we reached Mama ji’s residence in the University Campus, he was walking
outside his quarter and he asked what did I do to Mr. Mahadeo Singh and he narrated his
visit and message before our arrival. I briefed him and he had no words except defending
and explaining why he had done so. I had nothing to explain and I told him that it was a
matter of power. You had power to rank him second and I had the power to change that and
made him first and get that post for him. I think within his thoughts he appreciated me and
he had good impression of me. Gaytri was always supportive to help Ramesh and other
brothers. She never discouraged me from doing so. Knowing fully that response was not
good from them and sometimes insulting also but she was consistent in her approach to help
them and to do good in the best of their interest.

After sometimes Mama ji came to Patna and visited me. I took him to the University Office
and many palaces. He realized that I do not need any introduction in the University Office
because he tried to introduce me to the Registrar and he replied that who does not know him
in these words “ko nahi janat hai jag me kapi sankat mochan nam tiharo”. Next day morning
he wanted to go far a courtesy call on VC, Patna University, Dr. S. P. Sinha whose residence
was in Chhajubag. I said that I shall drop you there but I shall not go inside his house
because I do not like him and he will also be upset seeing me. I was waiting outside and it
took longer because Dr. Sinha was praying inside a room and many leaders including MLC
Mr. Raghunath Pandey who was his relative also, were waiting in his guest room. When I
went to know the development from Mama ji, they saw me and they knew me well so ask me
to sit with them. When Sr. Sinha came out from prayer he did not notice the presence of
Mamaji but saw me and he was very surprised and asked the reasons of my coming. My
answer was very straight that I have not come to see him. I am accompanying my Mama ji
Prof. Haridwar Rai. Then he talked with him and asked him to wait and he will return soon
after dressing up and having some breakfast. Mama ji was very much surprised that why
VC Dr. Sinha was so nervous and how all the politicians know me and have respect for me.
On my return trip from there to university sitting on my motorcycle he asked politely why
Dr. Sinha was so polite and nervous. I told him the story that a few days before Mr. Kalpanath
Rai, Minister for Industries and very close to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was in Patna
and he called Dr. Sinha and asked him to support me and do the needful. VC Dr. Sinha tried
to give him some explanation which was not tolerated by him and he shouted on him to do
the needful and report to him soon. Same day in the evening we met with the VC in a dinner
hosted by MLC Raghunath Pander at his residence where VC Dr. Sinha was also present.
Again Mr. Kalpanath Rai reminded him in very strong words. Dr. Sinha was always repeating
at various occasions that I managed Kalpanath ji to scold him. In response to that and to
avoid Senate meeting he set-up an enquiry committee under Director Higher Education
Dr. Damodar Thakur. This is how the chapter was closed and politics was stopped.

I took Mama ji to the residence of Sri Bindeshwari Dubey the CM of Bihar that time and my
motorcycle was welcomed in the compound. I arranged for his meeting with Dubey ji
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immediately and this was also a message to him. I took him to Shree Ramashray Prasad
Singh also who was a senior minister in Bihar and organized his meeting with him at his
residence in Kankar Bag. He had earlier very good relation in the political circle but he was
cut off after joining in T.N.B. Bhagalpur University and was no more helpful to anyone. We
realized that he had become outdated and there were no clouts around him. His visit to
Patna was to assess and explore the possibilities for any political assignments in future. He
met his old friends from Patna and I accompanied him to their houses. He realized that I
need not any introduction in Patna in academic and political circle. Sometimes his elder son
Vijay and some others gave loose statement that I use Mama ji name as my introduction in
Patna. This was clarified that I do not do so and I have my own introduction and recognition.

Ramesh marriage was arranged on the 9th May 1987 with Ms. Renu Kumari D/o. Prof.
Gajendra Singh of Chandpura, Chakmakarand near Hazipur. Prof. Singh was teaching in
the Rajendra Agriculture University Pusa, Samastipur. He was Associate Professor in the
University. He had one son Dr. Arvind Kumar from his first wife and from his second wife
there were five sisters. Renu was the third in hierchy. When Dr. Arvind Kumar approached
us after one year again with the proposal for marriage of his sister Renu Kumari, he reported
that his father had expired a few months ago and it is now his responsibility to arrange his
sister’s marriage. This statement touched me very much and I gave my consent for the
marriage. From our side I was fully responsible for the function. I was of the opinion that
dowry is bad system and I should oppose it in this marriage. Many offers came earlier but
knowing our situation we wanted not to have relation in a very wealthy family. People were
rating us very high and it was our responsibility to make sure that we should not do any
mistake in selection. Dr. Anmola Sinha a known Gynecologist in Patna was a case. She came
with a proposal for her niece who was in M.Sc. Botany in Patna University. They could not
believe that we do not want dowry and at the same time we do not have funds to spend
lavishly in the marriage. We wanted to have a simple marriage ceremony with a moderate
budget. Another case was of Mr. Jagannath Sigh, a known transporter who came for his
niece who was daughter of a doctor father based in Bhagalpur. It was a mismatch with our
middle class family. All had the impression that I come from a very rich landlord family of
UP and I would like to organize a glamorous wedding. This was not acceptable to many that
I had no enough savings to spend much in the function. Finally, marriage are fixed in heaven
and this party of Arvind Kumar who had come one year before won the race.  It was not an
easy task to co-ordinate from village Ujiar in UP to Patna and to Chandpura near Hazipur.
Many rituals were planned and organized in Ujiar; Ballia and marriage party was coming
from there to Chandpura via Patna. We had to do everything with limited resources since
Gaytri and myself were mainly responsible for this marriage. We did our best to make it
successful. Our family was very in different due to delay in marriage of Ramesh and it was
said that I am the one encouraging and giving him much freedom. Our younger cousin
brothers got married but he was allowed because of our support to get settled well and then
to marry. Dr. Arvind promised that he will honor all the commitments and he wanted barat
party and other arrangements for which we had agreed that whatever extra he will add to
the function, he had to meet the bill. I will come in a simple manner and I shall organize a
reception in Patna for my friends and well-wishers. But he did not honor his commitments
and agreed words like Chinese do and betray from the agreements. He looks also closure to
Chinese of Mangolite race with round face. He was absconding when demand was coming
from ladies of his family for ornaments and he was supposed to present that. Anyhow,
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ceremony was concluded but there was some misunderstanding due to Arvind Kumar’s role
that he had not explained to his stepmother and family members about our agreements.
Perhaps he was not very frank with his stepmother and relationship was also not very cordial
between them. Since he was the only male member and she was stepbrother so he was doing
his duties somehow.

On return to Patna, I hosted a reception and many people from Patna and around attended
that function including family of Prof. Mithilesh Kumar Sinha, Vice Chancellor of Patna
University, Prof. G.P. Sinha and many known families, friends and colleagues of Patna
University. The reception was a very successful function and attended by both side
participants. Due to some gap in the logistics and arrangements due to several centre of
activities, and in spite of our sincere efforts, there were some shortcomings. Ramesh was not
fully satisfied and he was also unhappy. It was reflecting from his face and may be he was
right also because he was listening to both sides and Gaytri was the soft target for him and
others. She was also very tired like me. After a few days Ms. Renu Kumari went to Chandpura
as the practice for a groom and obviously Ramesh became a frequent visitor to her village
Chandpura. He was completely brain drained and became bitter with us. Sometimes he will
come to Rajendra Nagar, Patna on a motorcycle for a few minutes and leave for Chandpura
village in the evening. Being his guardian and elder brother, I was silently watching and
discussing with Gaytri that it happens after marriage but I was not expecting from Ramesh.
Out of anger or to show us down he shouted on Gaytri several times but he remained respectful
to me. Ms. Renu Kumari was also disrespectful and bitter with us, which we can understand
because she was from a different culture completely. She had also impression that we have
used the marriage funds for some other purposes in the family and wanted not to listen a
word against her brother who had not conveyed the full fact to them.

One day Ramesh demanded some money from my elder brother for paying for a plot of land
he had purchased in Bhagalpur and matter was brought to my attention. I explained to him
and he did not argued or replied to me but I noticed that he is not convinced or amused.
Since I had spent all the money and I was not in a position to pay him, there was no option
for him except to accept it. He started maintaining some distance and more closure to bride
family. Still I had confidence that it is temporary phase and matter shall be resolved soon
because of our strong bondage and the truth will prevail. He cannot live without us for a
long time. However, one should handle the delicate situation cautiously. Sometimes not
interfering in the matters and maintaining distance also helps and time is the greatest
healer. In such situation Bhagwat Gita helps and other religious books also to get direction.
“Karmanyewa Dhikaraste Ma Faleshu Kadachana.”

After viewing the situation in family and completing our almost all the responsibilities, we
left for Nairobi Kenya to join the University of Nairobi, Department of Mathematics on the
4th November 1987. This offer was with me for about one year but there was a pressure from
family that I should not leave Patna and earn more through tuition and coaching classes to
take care of family expenses. This was against my ethics and nature to do tuition or teach in
coaching centres. I opted to go for a foreign assignment and before leaving I signed a blank
cheque book so that my elder brother can draw money as and when he wishes for the family
expenses.  I used to send monthly remittances regularly also which was not much but he had
the freedom to spend to maintain his family in Patna. He had to take care of our extended
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family at village Ujiar also and it was not possible for him to meet expenses of both places.
Ramesh as I mentioned was reluctant and did not support my brother at all and after a few
years, he was forced to leave Patna because his duty to take care of other members of family
at home was calling. We were very sad but he communicated us when he had already taken
this decision. By temperament also he likes village life and small town culture and not the
culture and life-style of big cities. He sold my Yezdi motorcycle and winded up to move to
Ujiar. Bagi was admitted in the same school where we also did our study till 8th grade in
Bharauli. Ramesh was in touch with me through letters but not connected with family in
India. His wife Renu was also indifferent and she is not closely connected to us till now at
the family level and never contributed to the family in anyway. Except she has complains
and questions which we normally avoid to the extent possible. They tried to discourage me to
not to continue in Nairobi and return back to Patna. They were questioning about my salary
in Nairobi University and why I am there. We ignored these silly questions and continued
on our mission to use Nairobi to get a better exposure and position in the developed world. I
wanted to explore the world to know the good qualities and have an experience at the first-
hand.

I was working hard to use Nairobi as a jumping board to get jobs in UN or in some universities
in Europe or USA. I got a position of lecturer in the University of Harare, Zimbabwe in 1989
but the Chairman asked for clearance from the Chairman of Department of Mathematics,
Nairobi University. Dr. Ogana was the Chairman of the Department of Mathematics,
University of Nairobi and he wanted not to release me so soon. In Zimbabwe the salary and
living standard was better than Kenya and I had a good friend of Prof. Shahu whom we
knew from Dar-es Salam time, but I lost that job opportunity without clearance from Nairobi.
I argued with Prof. Ogana and it went to the extent that I told him that he couldn’t keep me
for a long time. Only dead staff will continue for more than one contact there. However, I did
not leave the hope for getting a better position and to move to other country. But at the same
time I could not get any part time teaching in any other institutions to supplement my
income. Perhaps that was good in the long run that I never felt comfortable and kept trying
for better opportunity elsewhere.

Gaytri was not happy at all that I am walking on foot to go to the Department of Mathematics
in Chiromo Campus on foot and then to the main campus of the university and returning
home again on foot after taking classes. She was suggesting me to buy a small Volkswagen
Beetle car but my aim was for a big car with a red number plate. I was still trying and many
regret letters were received except a few with some hopes but nothing was realizing. I was a
bit disparate and nothing was coming out positive. I tried to resign also but no success. I was
hopeful to get an assignment in Afghanistan in a UNDP project but it was declined. I had
some hope to go on an assignment in Accra, Ghana but this also did not materialized. I went
for an interview at Bulawayo, Zimbabwe with National University of Science and Technology
and I met with my friend from Dar-es-Salaam in the faculty of Engineering Dr. Subhash
Chandra Saxena who was at a senior position. He and his wife were very courteous and
hospitable to me. They took pain to receive me on behalf of the university and made sure
that I am comfortable in the hotel and I was successful in my interview. They had already a
word with the Academic Registrar of the university and had a word of assurance from him.
They had the interest that they will get a friend like me. I was also very hopeful and ready
to go to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. I was also very impressed from the University, Bulawayo city
and the treatment I received from the officials of the University.
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At another front with UN office at Nairobi, I got a consultancy in September 1991 and then
I was offered a job as Statistician in the Research and Development Division of UNCHS
(Habitat) from the 10th January 1992 while I had given my acceptance and I joined formally
on the 20th January 1992. I bought my first car Toyota Corolla White Colour with a red plate
number from the organization 79 UN130 K. I reminded Gaytri of my promise to her for a big
and red number plated car. I received appointment letter from the National University of
Science and Technology, Bulawayo on 4th April 1992. By that time I was already working
with UNCHS (Habitat) as the Statistician. However, I wanted not to decline to the University
immediately because I was not sure of continuity in UNCHS (Habitat) where contract was
for one year only. I sent my acceptance on 28th April 1992 to the university but did not
pursue the matter or requested for expedition. My friend Dr. Saxena was very keen that I
should immediately join the university and he was suggesting on many logistic matters also.
The University had applied for my Temporary Employment Permit from the Government of
Zimbabwe. This TEP also came in September 1992 and it was sent by the Registrar with a
covering letter to send the itinerary for my travel to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Prof. Saxena also
called me and reminded to come soon to join. By this time I had already worked for nine
months with UNCHS (Habitat) and knew the system and assessed the situation also. UN
and member countries had recognized my work and I was sure that there is no threat till Dr.
Ramachandran is the Executive Director and the importance of my City Data Programme
also had been realized by that time. We had received funds from the Government of Italy to
implement this programme in some cities of Kenya as the Kenya Pilot Project also. I was
feeling stable and time was up to inform the University of the development during this
period. I informed the University and also to my friend Prof. Subhash Chandra Saxena that
I have joined UNCHS (Habitat), which by all means is a better assignment so I am declining
the offer from the University of Bulawayo. Though I was very impressed that day when I
went for the interview, with the beauty of Harare and Bulawayo cities and hospitality of
Zimbabwean’s. Since I had better position and that was also in Nairobi, so we discussed the
matter and agreed to continue in Nairobi with UNCHS (Habitat). Working with UN was my
wish in my life. I wanted to serve the global family and reach out to any needy and poor
people. I was impressed with the principle of UN for promoting peace and development and
to protect the human rights. Now, I had got it so I wanted to continue for the time being.

We were having good time and had many friends in Nairobi, Kenya. To name a few in
addition to university friends, Mr. Abhay N. Joshi, Chief of Registry, Mail and Pouch, UNEP
and Dr. Ashbindu Singh, UNEP, Mr. A.K. Khan, Mr. Ramjan Ibrahim, Mr. N. Malik and
many others in the Shree Sanatan Dharma Sabha temple. Mr. Joshi and Shanti Bhabhi met
me when I was in the university and started visiting us regularly. He used to take us to
temple and for shopping during the weekends. Mr. Joshi retired and returned to Kathmandu
but passed away soon due to heart attack one morning. We still maintain very good relation
with Bhabhi ji. We have visited Kathmandu whenever we got an opportunity for a meeting
or conference and we spend some time with her. Last time we went to Kathmandu in
May 2018 and she took us to Pashupatinath temple, Narayan temple and many others in
Kathmandu and we went together to Pokhara for a night trip and had darshan of many
goddess temples on the way. Dr. R. S. Malik was also very close friend who was working with
FAO and then after with USAID but he was living alone and his family was in New York
and New Jersey. We move to Hurlingam and changed several apartments including Mama
Ngina flats owned by the wife of first President of Kenya Mr. Jomo Kenyatta. We went to
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Kilileshwa area and from there we moved finally to Runda in a house near our office.
Anywhere we were renting a house keeping in mind that school bus of Siddhu should come
to our gate so that there is no difficulty for him in going to school and coming back home. We
were conscious that some times I may be on mission out of Nairobi and weather might not be
good for picking and dropping him to the bus stand. I was against and as a matter of principle
wanted not to live a luxury life and wasting funds from UN simply because I am entitle to
security allowances that does not mean that I should misuse that. Secondly, I wanted that
Siddharth should have opportunity to mix with local children and learn to accommodate
with friends from multi-colours background.

We were discussing what to do and how to help our family when we have some privileges.
Gaytri was always of the opinion to help all the children of our family and to expose them
with good educational opportunities. She wanted to help everyone from both sides of families
more or less. In the same spirit, we were discussing with our brothers also for possible avenues.
Ramshankar and Ramesh were more receptive to our ideas. Ramesh was teaching in the
Law college of T.N.B. Bhagalpur University and he was access to some advocates so he
discussed with them and I also enquired about the language and document required for
bringing one child first in our guardianship to Nairobi in the beginning. We were planning
to come to India on holidays in March 1998. Ramesh sent me a notarized letter of authority
dated 7th January 1998 stating that he is giving sole authority to me for Siddharth Rai for
his upbringing and education by taking full care in my guardianship.  This authority letter
was used to notify the UN office Nairobi (UNON) and for them to issue an air-ticket for
bringing Master Siddharth Rai to Nairobi from India who was four years old at that time.
While we were in Patna, India on our holidays, we arrange another Notarial Certificate on
4th March 1998 on a proper court stamp paper for the adoption of Master Siddharth Rai with
full consent of Ramesh and Renu and we both Gaytri and myself accepted him as our son.
Mr. B.N. Sharma was witness to this ceremony and our good friend Sri Deo Deep Singh who
is an advocate in Patna District Court did the entire document’s preparation and Sri Pratap
Narayan Singh, Patna District Court, notarized the paperwork.  This document was prepared
for submitting to UN office in my file and as a record for future reference. We flew by Air
India back to Nairobi on 9th March 1998 with Master Siddharth Rai. A passport No. A-
5015352 was already issued at Patna on 26th February 1998, which was used, for Siddharth
travel to Nairobi with original data before adoption. After reaching Nairobi, we applied for
another passport with new details after adoption and it was issued on 17th August 1998 from
High Commission of India, Nairobi that indicates Gaytri as his mother’s name and myself as
his father. Siddhu insisted to sign though he was merely 5 years old and his signature is still
historical and he was issues a new passport number A-3384006 by the India High Commission
in Nairobi, Kenya.

This successful adoption encouraged us to take the guardianship of two more children because
we were authorized to take care up to three children. Gaytri suggested that why not to bring
Harsh Vardhan Rai and Rahul Rai also to Nairobi in our guardianship and give them also
an opportunity for good education under our privilege of the United Nations assignment. I
suggested to my brothers Ramesh and Ramashankar for this and both agreed to it. We sent
tickets for Rahul, Harsh, Ramesh and Renu to come to Nairobi and that way they will have
a feel of the place and the UN office which will help in making their mind also. At that
moment we agreed that Rahul and Harsh will continue their studies in India but they will
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continue in our guardianship and they will keep visiting us during holidays. UN encourages
regular contacts with motherland and allows children of staff to study at home place so that
one may not be uprooted after the UN assignments. In our home leave also staff has to spend
at least one week at the home address in the motherland as mandatory. All four came to
Nairobi on the 24th May 1999 and stayed for a month and returned back on the 28th June
1999. At that time we had moved from Hurlingam and we were staying in the same Tetu
flats in the same block but another number flat where we had lived during my contract with
the Nairobi University.

We took them around and spend a good quality of time and watched their behavior and
attitude also. Initially, they were reluctant to bring Rahul only son of Ramashankar with
them and did not help to get his passport issued. Ramashakar worked hard and travelled to
Patna and met with Passport officer with my letters and air-ticket and secured Rahul’s
passport just before the departure from Patna. Ramesh realized it and mentioned also in our
conversation that he could not do much and it was his mistake. We received them at the
airport and I had arrange through UN office to go up to the immigration so that they should
not have any problem in securing temporary VISA for them to enter in Kenya. Mr. A. Khalil
Khan, an UN officer was with me who had access to the airport immigration area and that
was very helpful. Renu comments on the dress of Siddhu and her reaction did not go well
with us. During their stay with us their treatment with Rahul was not appropriate especially
of Renu. They were keeping him away and live together with Harsh and Siddhu in one room.
Rahul was living in another room since we had three rooms apartment and one room was
our master bedroom where we were sleeping. On the dinning table also Renu will treat
Rahul unequal, in the car also Rahul was treated as unwanted. She could not accept the love
and affection Rahul was getting from our friends in our visit to them for lunch or dinner due
to his friendliness and innocent behavior. She was not getting along with Gaytri also and
not very co-operative with her. Passing comments and criticizing everything was the norm
and as a regular practice. Ramesh was trying to keep balance and cover up many things but
it started flaring up and in one way they gave the impression that perhaps giving Siddhu to
us was a mistake. Some remarks from Renu were indicating that she would take away
because he is getting spoiled. He is not recognizing and remembering her and he is very
happy here in Nairobi and has forgotten that she is his mother and he has to remember it. At
the time of their return to India on 28th June 1999 the flight was in the evening and we went
to see them off to airport. She created a scene and Siddhu also got disturbed and first time he
asked me to go with them back to India. Again the Family Dharma was the shackle in our
leg and we swallowed that pain and insult for the shake of family and our mother. However,
it did not go without some introspection and modifications in our plan.

We decided that taking guardianship of three children is too much and we should cancel the
guardianship of Rahul and Harsh. Though we shall keep on helping them but not the legal
status of their guardianship. I discussed with Ramesh and Ramashankar to write to me that
we are revoking this agreement to give guardianship to us. It was a very painful decision,
which virtually depressed me, but later on we felt as a big relief. That decision has some
repercussions also. We were very keen to bring Ramesh to the Nairobi University as a lecturer
in the Political Science and I had initiated the process and I had met with the Head of the
Department who was my friend and who became a Minister later on for recruitment of
Ramesh in his department. We gave up this idea because we were not happy with the behavior
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of Renu and to some extent of Ramesh also that time. One time we wanted to revoke the
adoption of Siddhu also because of their interference and control of Siddhu and the demand
of calls and telling him that they are the biological parents. In India during our holidays
they would control where Siddhu will go and where he will not. Their intention would be to
take him to Pusa village where one gets cut-off from the world and living in one room
apartment with one bathroom was horrible. They all four will sleep on one double bed and
Gaytri and myself will sleep on divan in the drawing room. Nobody was allowed to sleep in
the daytime because bedcover will be getting wrinkles and spoiled. They did not allow
Siddharth to stay with Gaytri during our trip to India and they never allowed Siddhu to go
to Ghazipur with her but they will take him to Pusa, Chandpura and any other place of their
choice and convince him that Chandpura is his Nanihal and this is his Nani. Gaytri never
liked this and this was contrary to the adoption law but again Family Dharma was our
barrier and like Sita she had to obey the husband Rama and her Dharma also. She was
feeling very uncomfortable that we have an adopted son but in her family people wanted to
see Siddhu and asking her to bring him but she cannot. What is this adoption but I always
tried to console her and convince her for our sacrifice.

In spite of all these unusual behavior from Renu and Ramesh, Gaytri never had ill-feeling or
little detachment with Siddhu and like wise. Siddhu was so attached to her and she was so
intimate relation with Siddhu that nobody could damage. In dream also she will think what
to do to make Sidddhu a great personality. She will give him best food and treatment with
great care and love. She will complain to me to do more. Her complain against Siddhu was
like the complain of Yashoda mata for Krishna. She will clean his potty and tell also that
now you are a big boy and do yourself but Siddhu will insist that no you have to do it till I am
in Nairobi. Siddhu will sit next to the driving seat in front seat as my co-pilot and many
times he was on the pilot seat also and she will sit behind but no complains. He was our
prince. Siddhu was so composed and well-behaved that he never gave any trouble to us. He
had great confidence in Papa. He will come to attend all the UN functions and sit in the front
row. He will listen to my speeches and he will give his views and report to his mother. He
never bothered us and never put us in any embarrassing position. He will not eat at anybody’s
house unless we shall ask him to eat. Many times he impressed my friends as a mature
person. I remember one incidence that we were shopping in the Sarit Centre and one of my
friends wanted to buy some chocolates for him. He insisted then Siddhu replied that his
Papa will buy and he will give me chocolate and he refused to take. Due to good behavior of
Siddhu and great bondage he developed with us, he became very close to our heart and we
wanted to give everything for his upbringing including good education, good habitat and
exposure to the world and opportunity to interact with many top personalities of the world.
He used to call Secretary General of UN, Mr. Kofi Annan, uncle. He had occasions to meet
with Mr. Kofi Annan’s wife Ms. Nanny Annan and many USG’s like Dr. Klaus Toepfer, Mrs.
Tibaijuka, Dr. Ramachandran, Dr. D. Johal and others as family friends.

We came to India in December 1999. Before travelling to New Delhi we went to USA. We had
celebrated his 6th birthday in New York and then in Sioux Falls where Dr. Ashbindu Sigh
was posted in UNEP. First Gaytri and Siddhu went there and I joined them later after
finishing my meeting in UN. We went around USA and widely covered from Minneapolis to
Chicago to Orlando to Washington DC to New York. We travelled for twenty days to cover all
these places. Finally, we returned back to Nairobi. It was a new experience for me also. I had
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been to New York but not seen other cities. Disney Land in Orlando was very fascinating for
children. Siddhu wanted to go there and spend some time in different studios.

Siddhu is our Krishna in modern age of Kalayuga. Just like Krishna who took birth from a
parent and moved to us and we became his parents forever. Ramesh and Renu are his
biological parents like Vasudeo and Devaki. As Krishna was moved to Nandgaon to Nand ji
and Yashoda ji. Similarly, he came with us to Nairobi and Gaytri and myself became his
parents. He came as a precious gift in our life. He was with us as if he was known and fully
prepared for this transfer. He never gave any trouble or he never missed Pusa, Bhagalpur
and India. This was so a successful plan that we were very happy and taking care of him to
the best possible ways. Initially he was not confident in walking due to some problems of his
right foot but we were taking him for walk everyday on the State House Road and kept him
jumping. Dogs in Philippines embassy were familiar with his sound and he will make some
sound and they will bark from behind the gate. We had a lot of fun while walking in the
evening. We had some children in the compound and he will also play with them in the
evening. One colleague working with UNEP Ms. Elizabeth Murema had also a son Alex of
his age and he had many toys. Siddhu will sneak out and go to play with him. One day
Gaytri was looking for him nervously and she enquired from our house girl Ms. Irene whether
Siddhu is with his son Joseph and after knowing that he is not there she started crying.
Later he came out of Alex Apartment, which was one floor below our apartment. We admitted
him in a British system school called Braeburn, which was one of the best schools in Nairobi.
First day I dropped him in the school and left him with his teacher. He went with her
confidently and I told him that I shall come to pick him up in a few hours. When I returned
to School he was waiting with teacher and loudly called me Papa and tears came in his eyes.
He became friendly in school environment and never cried or avoided to go to school. He will
get ready in time and initially I dropped for a few weeks and then after he was going by
school bus. I wanted him to grow as a normal child and face problems and difficulties to
become strong. In the beginning he was scared of water and he was given the impression
that he cannot walk or swim. I encourage him to participate in all type of games and sports
including swimming. He was getting medal in swimming soon. He took part in drama and
we went to watch his acting to encourage him many times. He went to several school trips
and I always encouraged and supported him. Though I kept an eye and always careful about
his safety and security but I did not stop him from participating in any extracurricular
activities knowing fully that he is a bit weak from right foot and he will be behind in races.
He had many friends and enjoyed going to school and participating in many activities.

I was not convinced to go to parent’s teacher meeting and to discuss Siddhu’s performance
story with his teacher in the beginning. In KG and standard one, the British pattern schools
keep the children busy with toys and playing games. There is nothing much to know about
the performances. I was not serious and punctual in these meetings whereas others parents
had a lot of fun. This was an opportunity to interact with not only the teachers but other
parents and children as well. On the top of these there was a provision of snacks and tea also
for parents for their socialization. As I recall that Siddhu was in 3rd grade and he reminded
me to come to school for the parent’s teachers meeting in the afternoon that day. He mentioned
that parents of my friends come but you do not come and you sent Mom to school. I promised
him to come that day with his Mom to the meeting. We went to his school and the class
teacher was a young British girl. I noticed that she is watching me constantly. When my tern



67

came I approached her and before I ask anything from her, she asked me one very innocent
question- Dr. Rai are you king of India? I could not understand the purpose of her question
and in spite of answering her question I also asked her why? She said to us because one day
boys were teasing Sidd and they were saying that Rai means rice and matter was reported to
me. Sid explained to us that Rai mean royal and his father is the King of India and he is the
only prince. I laughed and said that no it is not like that there is no king in India but Siddhu
intervened and said that Daddy you always say at home that You are the King of India and
I am the only Prince. Then I added that your mother is the queen of India. Definitely I used
to say in light vain to convince him to do the right things. He did very well in Braeburn
School except his writing was not improving. Gaytri will give task to him to write a page
from book but he will complain that his fingers are paining.

When Siddhu was very young about 8-10 years old we used to ask him what he want to be in
his life and he will tell us that he want to be a rally driver. He was very fond of cars. When
we shall go to buy grocery or household items he will also take a small trolley. He was envy
that his Mummy trolley is full and his trolley is not, so he will also take some toys specially
cars. He will play with a variety of cars. Later on when Dr. Ashbindu Singh will come form
USA he will also bring for him a remote control car. Siddhu will arrange all of them as if
there is traffic jam. He started driving my car when he was 10 years old. He will sit in my lap
and drive the car for parking. By 12 years he started driving alone without a license. He is
tall and driving a diplomatic car, no one will stop or dare to check. When I am in the car he
will drive and give pass and signal to others passers by. He liked big cars and wanted that I
should come in a big car to his school. For him only I bought Toyota Prado Land cruiser.  He
will drive fast and would not like that anybody should overtake him. He will not allow me to
throw any litter from car. Sometimes Gaytri had to drop Siddhu to school or to a picnic place
but he will drive himself and on return he will leave the car for her to drive back. He will
complain that Mummy drives slowly.

He wanted to become a rally driver when he was in the Braeburn primary school. I slowly
convinced him that rally driving may be his hobby, which he may pursue but this cannot be
his profession. He should think of something else to earn his livelihood. And now with age,
he wanted to be a pilot. That was also not very suiting to our background and it was a bit
glamorous to us but he started insisting for it. So we had a compromise that he can do that
but again as a hobby and he has to go for some courses in aeronautical sciences or engineering
course so that he can have a choice in software and hardware to decide later. Seeing his
inclination and liking we thought that he should go to USA for his higher studies and so he
should not continue in the British system of education and I should move him in the American
School. I took him to that school when he was still in Braeburn Primary School and he
rejected that and we realized that American schools are not suitable for kids but for mature
boys who can understand what is good and what is not. Though Headmaster of American
school was very much impressed with him but we agreed to wait for a while and let him
complete the primary education from Braeburn School. After completion of his primary
education form Braeburn School, as per our plan, we admitted him for the IB courses in The
International School of Kenya, which was an American School run by Americans. He was
enjoying his fellowship and school but there was much freedom for those age group children.
There was no dress code. There were free hours for socialization and more fun and outdoor
activities. Children were mostly from a well-off families and embassies staff so they were
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spoiled also and there were complains of drugs and addiction as well. We were very alert and
watchful and never allowed Siddhu for night out with friends or going to cinema unless we
knew about his company and the place where he wanted to go. We had a strict rule that till
he is with us in Nairobi, he has to follow what we are suggesting and many things are not
allowed in our culture and he has to strictly follow-up. He did follow-up except some mistakes
here and there which we strongly condemned specially Gaytri was very strict to these
disciplines and watchful also.

Many times Gaytri used to complain that she is suspecting that his behavior and action are
changing and she was always worried for his performance and his company. She was worried
more because Siddhu was simple and gentle and can be easily cheated by crooks. I was
seeing those changes as age related and because of the behaviors of international culture in
which he was growing. After his completion of International Baccalaureate (IB) and
convocation he wanted to go for a friend’s party in the evening and Gaytri was not allowing
him. He approached me and wanted to go driving alone to friends house that was an Asian
boy. I agreed to drop him so that I can know where is he going and I shall come to pick him
also. That was a mistake from my part. We waited till late in night and he was not picking
phone then I got a call from his friend to come to pick him. When we reached there he was
brought with support of friends. They had given him some alcohol as cocktail and he was
drunk. My first reaction was to call police and get these boys and girls arrested but in my
second thought I changed my mind and drop this idea because of our family image and
prestige. He vomited whole night and saying sorry papa and I cleaned him and his vomits.
Gaytri was so upset that she wanted not to touch him and she could not forgive him for that
act of stupidity. She had some suspicion before also but there was no clear proof of it. He
promised to us to never do it again and I forgave him as his first mistake. We sent him to
Washington DC for some coaching classes for SAT examination and he lived with Ashindu
Singh for a month. That helped him a lot and he scored good points and got offers for admission
from all the prestigious institutions of Aeronautical Sciences in USA. The most famous is
the Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach where he was admitted.

Luckily Siddhu got his admission in the Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona
Beach, the best and the oldest University in the Aeronautical Sciences, which is about
60 miles from Orlando. We went to Daytona Beach for his admission and made sure that he
is settled well. We stayed for a week in a hotel near to his University and spent time to go
around including to Universal Studio in Orlando. He was regular commuter to Orlando
because of the international airport and he picked his friends and other visitors also from
there. I visited him almost every year on my way to some meetings in North or South America.
He will come to Nairobi every year preferably in summer break. He finished his graduation
in a record time of less than four years. He did training for the instructor and got instructor’s
job in the university. We attended the convocation organized by his University on Tuesday,
the 6th May 2014 in Daytona Beach Convention Centre. Dr. Ashbindu and Neeru Singh
accompanied us to the function at Daytona Breach. We stayed for a few days and went
around in USA. We discussed the future course of action for Siddhu with him. He signed a
contract for two years with the university and at the same time we encouraged him to complete
his Masters degree in the Aeronautical Sciences. He agreed to our proposal and enrolled for
his Master Degree course also in the same university. My convincing argument was that by
teaching two years he will have mastery on the subject and by doing Masters he will feel
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that he is highly qualified in his discipline. Though I always preferred teaching job because
it is very noble and a lot of freedom to manage your time in academics and also for the
family. I explained to him from my life that I go to office by 9 am in the morning and I am at
home in the evening for a cup of tea and for walk with Gaytri when I was working with
UN-Habitat and earlier also when I was teaching in the University. I had more freedom of
time for my family and personal activities and hobbies. Though, it is his life now and Siddhu
has decided to join airlines and doing piloting work. This seems to be a bit glamorous job and
family life is not smooth and organized in this profession. He will be out for a week and on
return he will be tired and would like sleep to recover. Again the flight duty may be at an
odd hours and he has to wake up accordingly. However, he likes it and he has now joined
Republic airline, which flies domestically in USA, and he is engaged now with Ms. Kishala
Srivastava who is attorney in Columbus. Both are living well and happily. When he came to
India in December 2018, he mentioned to his Mummy that he likes a girl whom he met in
Model United Nations (MOUN) and if we give our blessings the matter may advance. We
discussed the matter with him and since I was committed to go to Indian Diaspora Conference
in Varanasi then for the marriage ceremony of Prince in February 2019 and then to go to
Seoul for the celebration of 100 years of independence and the convention organized by the
Global Peace Foundation on the Unification of Koreas. I told him that we shall come in
March 2019 end and meet with the girl and her family for our blessings. We travelled to
Daytona and next day to Columbus. We stayed in Marriott Hotel and next morning visited
the girl’s flat and then to temple as an agreed programme. We performed some puja and
engagement was concluded with celebrations. We performed Janeu sanskar also before
engagement. Court marriage was also solemnized and a reception was given to all the friends
and relatives by the groom parents in a restaurants. We went to Cincinnati and Richmond to
meet with cousin brothers of Prof. Rajesh Srivastava and we stayed for a night before we
returned to Daytona Breach. We agreed that there should be two functions one in India and
another in Columbus, USA.

In India function of marriage ceremony and reception will be by the end of the 2019 and then
after function in Columbus will take place in June 2020. But there were many dependencies
and most important was the procurement of Green Card of USA for Siddharth. He was not
allowed to travel when his application for Green Card was under process. By the time he
received the card he wanted to change his job and move to Columbus to stay together with
Kishala. I think all was happening under able supervision of Ms. Veena Srivastava wife of
Prof. Rajesh Srivastava and mother of Kishala. I wanted that Siddhu should stay in Daytona
Beach and continue with his job in the University and when the time for training with the
airline will be approaching, he should move to Columbus. But he made up his mind and
moved to Columbus and started living together from October 2019. He came to India to meet
us and spend some time on the 19th November 2019 for about a month because this was the
free time he had before joining his new job with the airline.  There was no auspicious date
and Kishala was also new in job so it was not possible for her to take leave and come to India.
The way things are moving it seems organizing marriage function in India is not realistic.
Perhaps this was the wish of Siddhu and the groom party also from the beginning, which
Gaytri and myself did not approve or appreciated.

Siddhu marriage was fixed as agreed with both parties to be held in June 2020 in Columbus,
Ohio and we had all our booking and passport was also ready with VISA for USA and other
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preparations were going on but due to COVID-19 and lockdown all over the world, there is
no way to travel so we moved to October 2020. This was also not a realistic date and 2020 has
proven very bad for us as well as for the whole world, it has been moved to the next year
early preferably in March 2021. Gaytri suddenly passed away on Monday the 11th May 2020
has changed the entire scene and now I shall go to attend the function without Gaytri and do
my best to complete my responsibility towards Siddhu. Meanwhile, Kishala and her Mummy
visited us in New Delhi and stayed for two nights with us. They met with almost all the
important members available in Delhi of our family. Again Prof. Rajesh Srivastava and
Mrs. Veena Srivastava also visited for one night when they came to Bombay to attend a
marriage ceremony of a friend. They had planned to do shopping also for marriage purposes.
Gaytri hosted them and shared her wish for the wedding of Siddharth with them.

All was well and we were taking all precautions to keep ourselves safe. This year Gaytri
convinced me to celebrate Holi at Ujiar and the entire family members were asked to join for
Holi celebration. My nephew Prince and his wife Vaishali were also coming to India on
holidays from Seattle, USA and this was their first Holi with us. They married last year in
February 2019. All came to Ujiar for Holi except a few who could not make and it was a
historic celebration. Gaytri liked such events where all are together and spend time to eat,
drink and have fun together. Another purpose was to use this Holi celebration for starting
preparation for Siddhu marriage in June 2020. There is a function called Haldi (Turmeric)
breaking as an auspicious function. All ladies sang songs of marriage and dance were
performed. Gaytri was so happy that she sang and danced with other ladies. She distributed
money to all the girls and ladies also from her pocket. He was dreaming for starting
preparation of the marriage of a boy whom she brought up by her sweat and blood. This year
Holy was on the 10th March 2020 and we returned to Delhi on 13th March 2020 in the morning
because Dr. P.R. Trivedi ji was celebrating his 70th Birthday and our jointly authored book
on Unemployment: Cause, Effect and Solution was being launched in the afternoon in the
India International Centre (IIC) by the former Governor of J&K, Mr. N.N. Vohra who is
currently the Chairman of IIC. I went alone and Gaytri remained at home to arrange the
house. After that day due to Corona virus pandemic, lockdown had started and we remained
at home. She was fine and doing all homework in absence of any housemaid and driver. She
was cooking breakfast, lunch and dinner also for us. I used to give some support in mopping
the house or washing cloths but most of the housework was done by her. She did not go down
for walk but doing yoga at home every day in the morning when I used to go down to do my
yoga at 6 am and returning 8 am. We used to take lemon tea as routine with some dry fruits
like soaked almond, wall nuts and figs.  I shall make some calls and she will cut some fruits
and prepare breakfast, which was mainly readymade like corn-flaks, bread or oats.

The Monday 11th May 2020 was also a normal day and I went for yoga and came at 8.00 AM.
We took lemon tea with some dry fruits and I asked whether she needs any help. She asked
me to clean the balcony, which I did immediately. She said that I should go for shower and
my prayers. Meanwhile, she will wash the utensils, which were used yesterday to cook food
on Mother’s day, but she could not clean last night due to busy programme and some calls on
mother’s day on 10th May 2020. Anand Kumar Rai (Bagi) was with us on 10th May 2020 to get
blessings of Amma and he went home  to receive his wife Ms. Suman who was coming from
Buxar by car with their son Master Sher Singh (Apoorva) and arriving by 7.30 pm. Then
after Siddhu called and both mother and son talked for a long reminding each other past
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stories when he was a kid in Nairobi. When I came after bath and prayers it was about
10 am on Monday, 11th May 2020 and she gave me papaya and orange and some oats cooked
in milk. She had finishes her cleaning and told me that I should go to work in my study room
and she will go for bath. It was Monday so she told me that she will shampoo her hairs and
do puja, which will take some time. She will come to me after finishing her prayer with
Prasad, which was a normal routine that she will sing arti and then come to me with Prasad.
I checked my mails and calls were finished. There was a miss call from my younger brother
Ramesh and another from a Professor in JNU. I receive two more calls and talked. It took
more than an hour. She did not come and I did not hear her sound of her singing Arti so I
wondered how long she is doing her Puja today. I called her from my study room but there
was no response. I walked to Puja room at the entrance of apartment and did not find her
there. Then I went to the kitchen and she was not there also and still the remaining oats was
on the gas burner. I thought that she might be resting in one of the bedrooms. Sometimes if
she got tired, she will lie down and rest for a while in that bedroom. Finally, I went to the
master bedroom and she was not there also. It surprised me that now one hour is over and
normally she does not go anywhere without informing me and temple in the campus is
closed so she cannot go there then where is she? I saw that the door of bathroom attached to
the master bedroom was closed then I turned the nob and saw that water is poring on her
head and she is there. I close the door and called her but there was no response. Then I
opened the door and interred in the bathroom then found that she is in coma. I tried to turn
her body flat on her back and sprinkled some water on her face but there was no response
then I got nervous. I tried to lift her in my arms but her body was slippery due to water and
I could not lift her weight. I wanted not to move from there living her alone in that condition
but rushed to my study room and took my mobile and called Shri S. K. Mishra ji, my friend
who lives in Flat No. 1102 of the Society. He immediately rushed to come.

Meanwhile, I had covered her with a shawl by that time. We pulled her body from the bathroom
to our bed and tried to revive her by some normal procedures, which we had heard. Mr.
Mishra started rubbing her feet and asked me to press her chest and give some air from her
mouth but there was no response. The same air was coming back and making some sound.
We agree to call an ambulance from the Manipal Hospital, which is opposite to our society.
I told the attendant in the Hospital that I know the Director of the Hospital so send the
ambulance urgently because there is an emergency and I shall complete the formalities later
on. The ambulance van came with some equipment and a technician and after examining
they confirmed that she is no more and there is no meaning to take her to the hospital. I
commanded them to take her without wasting time in asking for advice from the hospital. I
am saying and I shall talk with your doctor in-charge and I am asking you to take her to the
hospital. They got convinces and we rushed to hospital without any delay or wasting time.
In all these process, it took more than half an hour. I had called my nephew Mr. Anand
Kumar Rai (Bagi) also and he had arrived by that time with his wife Suman and son Master
Sher Singh. When we reached in the hospital, doctors were familiar with us and knowing
that she is my wife they immediately came in action. But they came out with sad news,
which was unbelievable that Gaytri is no more. She had left us for her heavenly abode. It
was a massive shock to me and I could not believe that a person who was a few minutes
before serving breakfast and advising me to go to do my routine work and she will come after
a few minutes, is dead. She had no past history of High Blood Pressure, Sugar or Cholesterol.
She had no heart problems also. Though, she had Arthritis problems for a long-time and she
was taking mild medicine for hypertension (Tazolac 40 Mg) as a precaution. All was finished
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in a few minutes. I was not in position to take decisions because I had never failed but this
time and I could not save her life. I have saved many lives and never failed but this time two
hours was very difficult and I was feeling helpless.

Now, time had come to make decisions on what is the next. I called Siddhu to inform him and
Kishala. Everybody was aware of this happening and everybody was in an unexpected shock.
There were two opinions one to bring her body to Ujiar for last Darshan and cremation at the
bank of holy river Ganges in our farmhouse. The second proposal was to cremate her body in
Delhi and go with her ashes in a pot for submerging in Ganga at our village Ujiar and
possibly in Ganga in holy city Varanasi depending on the situation and permission to reach
to Ghats in Varanasi. However, both were done very successfully by the grace of God. We
brought her body from Hospital after discharge to our society and Suman did the preparations
covering the body with pink colour sari, bangles and other ornaments and I put vermilion
with a long line starting from her nose to the parting of hairs on head before body was taken
to the cremation ground. We cremated her in Delhi at the Dwarka cremation ground with
sandalwoods and ghee on 11th May 2020 in the afternoon around 3 pm and collected the
ashes next day in the afternoon but we put the pot in a locker at the cremation ground office
and secured permit to travel to go to Ujiar on 12th May 2020. We got everything done on 12th
May and on Wednesday, the 13th May early in the morning we collected the ashes pot and we
drove to Ujiar and reached there by 8 pm. All family members and friends were assembled
there and we performed the final rituals in Ganges and also submerging the ashes pot in
mid stream of Ganga. We left for Varanasi early in the morning of Saturday, 16th May 2020
with remains of Gaytri in a pot with Ramesh, Bagi and Gugu with a driver. Sri Satish Rai
(Munna) was present and mobilized the father-in-law of Rahul Mr. Laxman and Sonu ji and
others. The administration was informed especially the police station at Dashaswamedh
Ghat and our car was escorted from Sanskrit Viswavidyalaya, Lahuravir to Ghat. Mumma
met us when we entered in Varanasi at the Gate of Sampurnanand Sanskrit Viswavidyalaya
and we reached to Ghat with full co-operation of police without any problem. They had
arranged everything including a priest from Vishwanath temple; a Boat to go to Manikarnika
and Harishchand Ghat for submerging the remaining’s of Gaytri. The priest had arranged
everything required for puja and particularly for this ritual. We took a dip in the Ganges
and asked the priest to perform a sankalp from me that whatever good deeds I have in my
life should go to Gaytri. I stood in the Ganges water deep up to my chest and I took a Sankalp
to surrender my good deeds (Punya Karma) to her and let me remain with only bad deeds
(Pap Karma) with me. I pray God to give a place in his Dham to her noble soul and said good-
bye to release her from any bondage from me. Let her rest in Peace. God bless her and give
a new body for new life. She had suffered a lot and enjoyed the life also but she needed a
long-lasting peace like Mata Sita of Rama.

Sometime I think that may be this was her wish and request in her prayers was heard. She
liked prayers and fasting from her childhood. I recall that when she will do puja for a long
duration, I would ask her sometimes jokingly that you do prayers (puja) regularly in morning
and evening for a long duration, you do Arti and Bhajan, keep fasting, then do you ask
anything from God or what do you ask from God in your prayers? She used to reply that she
wants that God should take her to his Dam (heaven) before me because life will be very
difficult without you and she does not want to take service (seva) form anyone and she do not
want to be sick and lying on bed. This was definitely her wish but we never thought that it
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would happen so soon at the age of 67 only. She used to tell me about her mother’s death who
also died in the similar circumstances. She also went to take bath in the bathroom in the
morning and as soon as she removed her blouse to take shower, she fell down and went in
coma. By the time the family members took her to a hospital she had passed away. Gaytri
was very close to her mother and admired her mother life and her end also.

We returned home from Varanasi in the evening and did prayers and other ritual prescribed
by the priest including regular water to Peepal Tree (Picus tree) morning and evening after
taking dip in Ganges and Garud Puran Katha in the afternoon for realization and unlocking
the mystery of life. On Sunday, the 24th May 2020 we had Shradh Bhoj when we invited our
relatives and close friends and also families from our village to join us for a fest. We maintained
all the precautions for physical distancing and sanitization to protect people from any type
of infections of Corona Virus (COVID-19). All went well and it was concluded by the mid-
night. I was given many suggestions and I was invited by many family members to live with
them and not to go to Delhi. There were many proposals and I had to answer keeping in
mind the emotional and sentimental feelings and attachment with me. All proposals were
indicative that they are concerned and wanted to take care of me. I was indeed touched and
I was aware of their respect and love for me. This is what a family is and this is the value for
which we decided to come back to India to live closure to our family. On 25th May our guests
departed and we bid farewell to them. I called a meeting of family members to pay final
respect and tribute to Gaytri with offering of flowers and may take this opportunity to say a
few words. I chose that function to pay respect to Gaytri and respond to the requests and
proposals from my brothers and family members. All spoke well and in response to them I
first apologized and asked for forgiveness on behalf of Gaytri if she has ever hurt anybody’s
sentiment or ego. She lived for family and she was very caring about everybody needs and
aspirations. She was always supportive to the quality education of children, health care of
family members also that nobody should suffer from any sickness or pain and supportive for
the best marriage ceremony of daughters in the family. I said that I should go back to Delhi
and not to another places so that I can work on unfinished dream of Gaytri and do more with
the organizations were I am associated with. That way I can accept the truth of what had
happened with us. I shall work on getting the answer of many questions and wish to walk on
the path of spirituality. Gaytri and myself had thought long before and we have registered a
trust last year so that we can do more service to humanity and for promoting the philosophy
of ‘Vasudhav Kutumbakam’ in my remaining time of life. We planted trees in her name on
25th May 2020.

We departed for Delhi early in the morning on Wednesday 27th May 2020 and reached to
Delhi by 7.30 pm in the evening. Two months have gone and I am trying to bring life on the
right track for her. I am conscious of her desire that she would not tolerate my sufferings.
Many times when I see her photo, it seems that she is asking me that why are you wearing
such a dress and do you feel very bad and painful? I have no answer. I always wanted to see
her happy and my wish is wherever she is let her be happy and peaceful. I know that she
cannot come back so why to confuse her wherever she is. I have to live with her memories,
which are mostly good but not always rosy. We had difference of opinion and we argued also
but she will concede most of the time. She was not a perfectionist like me and sometimes will
not follow timeliness. We had arguments for her punctuality and strictly adhere to time but
she will not do so sometimes and I was not reconciling. One time in Runda house just to rush
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her to reach in time and to walk faster I pushed her and she cried and refused to walk faster
and go with me. Still I do not regret because I never liked to be late in my meetings and
appointments with anybody big or small. Time was of the essence to me but one has to
compromise when going with family. I still remember that Siddhu took side with her and
told me not to do like this again.  I salute him and his respect for his mother and feel sad for
my rude behaviour.

I received several obituaries and condolence messages in her tribute. Some of them touched
my heart. One of them was from Dr. Manu and Aruna Chandaria, Mr, David Caprara,
Dr. Hyun Jin Moon and his wife and many staff of UN Habitat and UN family also called
and sent condolence messages. I thank all of them who stood with me in the difficult hours of
my life. On behalf of Late Gaytri Rai, I thank the Global Peace Foundation in general and
Mr. David Caprara, Senior Vice President of GPF in particular for mobilizing GPF and
dedicating   two projects, one in Nigeria and another in Kenya in the name of Gaytri Rai.
The project in Nigeria on Gayrti Rai Women’s Livelihood Memorial Program trained 40
women for starting their own business and gave 10,000 Nyara to each participant. Gaytri
was simple but she had touched the heart of many in the world. I shall plan to visit these
projects in her name in Nigeria and Kenya soon. GPF has called her the Mother of Africa. It
is a great tribute and honor for her. This mail below from Dr. S. Kang, Vice President of GPF
and Secretary General of Global Peace Women Programme, the newspaper’s reporting’s and
highlights from GPF website are for the reference about the Nigerian project executed in the
name of Late Gaytri Rai to commemorate the contribution she had made in GPF and GPW in
her life.

Dear Dr. Rai and family, 
 
I hope your family is safe and healthy. 
 
I am so glad that we can share the beautiful story of this service project in honor of
Mrs.Gaytri Rai. We, Global Peace Women, are very honored to support the “Livelihood
Memorial Project for Nigerian Women”, the empowerment of both women and youths under
Rev.Hayab and GPF Nigeria’s excellent works to promote self-reliance, peace, and
development.

I believe Mrs. Rai’s beautiful mind and love will live on through this project while providing
lasting hope for women and youth. 
 
Please find our story on our website as well as several newspaper articles in Nigeria for your
information (see below). 

Newspaper links:

• http://theshieldg.com/global-peace-foundation-trains-women-on-financial-literacy-
empowers-them-with-seed

• https://nnn.com.ng/foundation-trains-40-women-on-financial-literacy-in-southern-
kaduna/

• https://ekohotblog.com/2020/06/18/peace-foundation-empowers-forty-women-in-kaduna/

 

http://theshieldg.com/global-peace-foundation-trains-women-on-financial-literacy-
https://nnn.com.ng/foundation-trains-40-women-on-financial-literacy-in-southern-
https://ekohotblog.com/2020/06/18/peace-foundation-empowers-forty-women-in-kaduna/
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Thank you again for giving us a chance to join Mrs. Rai’s serving spirit through this process,
and I hope we can work closely together to share her love to more vulnerable people around
the world. 

My deep prayers are with you and your family.

Sincerely, 

Soonok Kang, Ph.D.
Vice President, Global Peace Foundation
Secretary General, Global Peace Women
Phone: +1-206-499-9209
Email: skang@globalpeace.org l  www.globalpeace.org
Facebook: GPWInternational
GPW Introductory Booklet

VANGUARD NEWS, Sunday, 21st June 2020

Foundation empowers Kaduna women with resources for business

By Ibrahim Hassan Wuyo

The Global Peace Foundation, an NGO, has trained 40 women in Kannikon Chiefdom of
Jema’a Local Government Area of Kaduna State on business development, value addition
and financial literacy.

 The Foundation gave the women a seed capital of N10, 000 each to venture into various
small-scale businesses. The initiative was aimed at promoting peaceful coexistence between
Christians and Muslims through economic engagement, the Country Director of the
Foundation, Rev. John Hayab, said during the training in Kannikon.

Hayab said the essence was to promote peace through economic empowerment. “Findings
have shown that you can easily unite people economically. When you go to the market people
don’t fight, they are busy buying and selling,” he said. Hayab noted that the foundation was
founded on the premise that all human beings are members of ‘ One family under God’
hence, the need to love one another. According to him, the organization had over 2 years of
active engagement in the community, following tension in the area some years back. “We’ve
had over two years of active engagement in this community, building peace and we can see
now there is understanding and calm. ”

“One lesson we learned is that people are not together, sometimes because there is nothing
that binds them, and one thing that brings people together is economic engagement.”

“Our findings have shown that they don’t need much money to start a business like frying of
bean cake, selling groundnut, yams and the rest,” he said.

He said the organization, Global Peace Foundation Nigeria, was doing the project in memory
of an Indian Woman, Gaytri Rai, a lover of peace and development.

mailto:skang@globalpeace.org
http://www.globalpeace.org
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“Gaytri Rai Died May 2020 and we wish to celebrate and remember her pious life-style. We
would also study the successes of the Kannikon pilot project tagged ‘improving women
Livelihood in Nigeria’ and replicate it in other communities.

The Northern Coordinator of the NGO, Sheikh Haliru Maraya, on the occasion, tasked the
beneficiaries to make good use of the resources given them so as to achieve the objective of
the exercise.

Maraya said that the beneficiaries cut across all religious and ethnic divides in the community.
The traditional ruler of Kannikon Chiefdom, the Tum Nikyob, Tanko Tete, called on the
women not to despise the little given them but work to multiply it.

The monarch said, “big things always start small.” He commended the foundation for its
continuous efforts towards peace building and sustenance in his domain and its environs.
The beneficiary thanked the foundation for deeming it fit to equip them with the requisite
knowledge, skills and funds to start and grow their businesses. They called on other well-
meaning individuals and organizations to emulate Global Peace Foundation and support
the poor.

Nigeria joins other African leaders for Global Peace Leadership Conference in East Africa
August 1, 2018 Global Peace foundation preaches unity amidst Pandemic April 26, 2020
Southern Kaduna Crises: Fulanis and Kaninkon Natives undertake Joint Peace-building
Process Fulanis of Dangoma District and Natives of the other 7 Kaninkon Districts have
embarked on a joint Peacebuilding process during a Capacity Building workshop on
Peacebuilding organized by the Global Peace Foundation Nigeria in Angwar Fari,
headquarters of Kaninkon Chiefdom in Southern Kaduna. November 3, 2017.

Read more at: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/foundation-empowers-kaduna-women-with-
resources-for-business/

Commemoration of Gaytri Rai
from Mr. David Caprara

Mrs. Gaytri Rai (67), cherished loving wife to Dr. Markandey Rai and a truly dedicated
mother to her son Siddharth passed away on Monday May 11, 2020 after experiencing a
heart attack following her daily routine of prayer and service in her home.

The Rai family is performing Hindu rituals at the Ganga River at her home village near the
holy city Benares where she was loved by so many people.

Gaytri was a joyful, uplifting presence at many Global Peace Foundation international en-
deavors of service and peace.  Her profoundly deep love of family was a source of great
inspiration to many others around the world engaged with Global Peace Women.

Illuminating Gaytri’s path was her deep devotion to God in her early morning Puja prayer
rituals each day, and the joyful, quiet faith and confidence that shined in every interaction
with all whose lives she touched.

Dr. Markandey Rai, her devoted husband, has served on the Global Leadership Council

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/foundation-empowers-kaduna-women-with-
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since the founding of the Global Peace Foundation and as President of the Global Peace and
Development Service Alliance.  He has served as a senior officer to United Nations Habitat
and a University Chancellor since they returned home to India from Nairobi Kenya. Gaytri
stood alongside him each step of the way, offering comfort and unconditional love and bring-
ing joy to all in Africa, India and around the world.

Their son Siddharth was the true joy of Gaytri’s life.  Sid, an accomplished pilot, graduated
from Embry-Riddle University in the US and he and his wife Kishala live in Columbus,
Ohio.

May God bless Gaytri’s soul and may the memory of her joy and love provide inspiration to
families and those who serve throughout the world.

Commemoration of Mrs. Gaytri Rai
from Dr. Hyun Jin Moon and Junsook Moon
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Commemoration of Mrs. Gaytri Rai
from Mrs. Aruna Chandaria & Dr. Manu Chandaria

Dear Dr Markandey

We are very sorry
to have received the sad news

of the passing away
of  your beloved wife

GAYTRI

Please accept our heartfelt condolences
to you and the family

We just thought of her the other day
And sent to you both a message of greetings

Losing a lifetime partner
Is not easy to accept

And a partner who has been with you
In all your endeavours

You have always been together
As and when we were overseas for GPF meetings

I know you will miss her dearly
And there will be a void in your life

Please take it philosophically
She has embarked on the path

we must all travel one day
May God grant you

all the strength
to bear the loss

and
we pray that the pain of your bereavement

will become bearable in time
Take comfort from your good memories of her

Throughout your life

Loved ones
Always remain alive in spirit

Long after their mortal life ends
Please know

you are all in our thoughts
and

prayers during this sad
and

difficult time

Aruna & Manu Chandaria
15th May 2019
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Chapter  3

WI TH  UN-HABI TAT (1992-2014)

I gave my consent on 10th January 1992 and joined on 20th January 1992 with former United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS), which is now called United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UNHSP), and in short it is called UN-Habitat. The Centre was
upgraded to a full UN Programme in December 2001 by the UN General Assembly and
called it, UN-Habitat.

At the Thirteenth Session of the Commission on Human Settlements in Harare, Zimbabwe
in May 1991, the member states requested the Executive Director Dr. Arcot Ramachandran
that UNCHS should collect data and analyze to monitor the urban development at city/
urban level. The Executive Director of UNCHS, Dr. Ramachandran, launched the famous
City Data Programme in 1991. Chapter 7 of the Agenda 21 explicitly mentioned the City
Data Programme as one of the initiative by UNCHS (HABITAT) in strengthening urban
data systems for improving urban management in countries. Before that, the census at the
national level was well organized and data were collected by UN agencies for compiling and
analysis from all the member countries. The Principles and Recommendations for Population
and Housing Censuses was well defined document from the UN, Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, Statistics Division containing recommendations for population and housing
censuses at the country level and almost all the member countries follow the definitions and
classifications to collect data at the national level at a periodical interval of five or ten years
in most of cases.  However, there was no proper definition and classification for the collection
and analysis of data at the city/urban level. Even urbanization was not defined properly.
Countries were using variety of definitions of city and urbanization. Many countries were
mixing data for cities at the administrative, metropolitan or urban agglomeration level without
any distinctions. I was recruited for this purpose for systematic collection, classification,
analysis and interpretation of urban data to monitor the urban development. For this, we
had to have agreed definitions and classifications of urban and city statistics parameters
starting from defining urban and city. Initially, I developed a comprehensive questionnaire
under the City Data Programme of UNCHS. This questionnaire was translated into all the
six UN official languages and sent to more than four thousand large cities with population of
100000 or more. We developed a partnership with the United Nations Statistics Division
(UNSD), International Statistical Institute (ISI), the International Union of Local Authorities
(IULA) and NUREC. The Network on Urban Research in the European Union (NUREC)
agreed to fund and manage the mailing of the questionnaire and receive the filled
questionnaires from all the more than 4000 large cities under the project named Large Cities
Statistics Project (LCSP). UNCHS was overall co-ordinator and to provide all technical support
including finalization of the questionnaire and its translation. An Expert Group comprising
of five partners organizations met several times at the Administrative Directorate of NUREC
for several days to discuss the LCSP questionnaire and to propose changes where necessary.
The questionnaire was finalized and subsequently translated into all the UN official languages
by UNCHS (Habitat). All the partners played their role to sensitize the national Statistical
offices, mayor’s offices at the level of local authorities, promoting this project in the conferences
and seminars. As a result of this LCSP, a valuable publication called 1000 Cities-International
Yearbook of Large Cities Statistics, the LCSP database and the LCSP Internet presentation
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was created in 1997. This provided a baseline data on an agreed definitions and classification.
UNSD played very important role to convince national statistical offices to support the mayors
in filling the questionnaires and provide necessary technical and documentary help. We
were very happy for those cities who return back filled questionnaire but also for those cities
which did not send back the questionnaire but used the definition and classifications for
their own data collection for their forward looking planning and management of cities
including revenue collection and wastages of water and electricity to control. Furthermore,
to compare with other cities in term of services and quality of life in the cities with respect to
quality of services also this exercise was important. This was the first attempt to collect data
on slums and number of people per room to the air and water quality in the cities to develop
sustainable urban programme for future planning and management of cities. I can proudly
say that I was pioneer in developing urban and City Statistics in the UN System through
UNCHS, which was called later a city agency in the UN family.

This agency was responsible for Goal 7 target (C) and (D) of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDG) and for the Sustainable Development Goals, UN-Habitat is responsible for
goal 11 on Sustainable Cities and Communities and also for Goal 6 on clean water and
sanitation. United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), which was
organized after 20 years from the Vancouver Conference in Istanbul Turkey from 3-14 June
1996, gave the name City Agency to UN-Habitat and the outcome document was called The
Habitat Agenda, which had Goals and Principles, Commitments and Global Plan of Action
for the coming 20 years. This document in its paragraph 228 (d) states that “to facilitate the
global exchange of information on adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements
development by, inter alia, exchanging information on best practices and encouraging research
activities on sustainable approaches and methods concerning building materials and
construction technology” again paragraph 228(m) states that “to analyze and monitor major
trends in urbanization and the impact of policies for urban and rural settlements, to track
progress in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, and continue its publications
programme, including inter alia publication of the Global State of Human Settlements report”;
and in paragraph 228(n) states as “to provide assistance in establishing guidelines for national
and local monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the Habitat Agenda through
the use of housing and human settlements indicator programmes.” Under these mandates I
had designed some visual graphic presentations in the form of wall charts, human settlements
atlas and pocket books so that any executive can carry them easily and quote the data and
indicators in their statements and speeches for various countries easily and it is readily
available at their finger tips. These publications proved to be very popular and effective. In
parallel, we had developed checked and verified database for the use for our publications
and also for the use by the researchers within UN system and also by the academic institutions.
We provided these data on request to anybody free of cost. These data became basis for the
publication of the Compendium of Human Settlements Statistics 1995 and 2001 jointly with
the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD), Department for Economic and Social
Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA). The main purpose of the compendium of human
Settlements Statistics was to assist Governments in reviewing human settlements conditions,
in formulating national policies and programmes to address urbanization and other major
issues, and in promoting the systematic and sustainable development of human settlements.
It was also intended to serve as a statistical foundation for the Global Report on Human
Settlements and its Statistical annex, which the General Assembly, in its resolution 34/114
of 14th December 1979, requested the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
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to prepare on a regular basis. The Global Report on Human Settlements should contain a
description of the main challenges and concerns of urbanization, identify human settlements
development constraints at local, national and international levels, and build, on the basis
of all available knowledge, a vision of sustainable human settlements and adequate shelter
for all. This issue of the Compendium of Human Settlements Statistics 1995 aimed to cover
a variety of human settlements topics to contribute to Habitat II conference in June 1996 in
Istanbul, Turkey. Habitat II was popularly called the “City Summit” and it brought together
high-level representatives of national and local governments, as well as private sector, NGOs,
research and training institutions and the media. Universal goals of ensuring adequate
shelter for all and human settlements safer, healthier and more livable cities, inspired by
the Charter of the United Nations, were discussed and endorsed by the member governments.
A new mandate for the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS) was derived
to support and monitor the implementation of the Habitat Agenda adopted at the Conference
and approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations.

The sixth issue of the Compendium of Human settlements Statistics in 2001 was prepared
again as a joint publication with Statistics Division, Department of Economic and social
Affairs (DESA), pursuant to the conclusion of the twenty-eighth session of the Statistical
Commission. The objective of this issue of compendium was to make readily available in one
publication a comprehensive set of data on living conditions in human settlements and
estimates and projections related to urbanization and households. In addition, the
Compendium served as a statistical foundation for the Global Report on Human Settlements
and its Statistical annex which was approved by the UN General Assembly to prepare on a
regular basis biennially. This sixth issue of the Compendium was timely to coincide with
Special Session of the United Nations General assembly for an overall Review and appraisal
of the Implementation of the Habitat Agenda (Istanbul+5), which was held in New York
from 6-8 June 2001. The selection and organization of the contents of the Compendium were
undertaken together with the United Nations Statistical Division.

Wall Charts on Human Settlements Conditions: Countries and areas was published by
UNCHS together with United Nations Statistical Division, Department for Economic and
Social Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA) which were very informative and popular
publications regularly produced by my team. We also published the Graphic Presentation of
the Basic Human Settlements Statistics (Atlas), which was based on my consultancy report
on the same topic in September 1991. The report suggested four broad components, which
were the population (including households), land, housing, and infrastructure and services.
Some important variables, which are important from the point of view of human settlements,
were suggested from these components and a list was produced with the best possible way to
visualize the data. As I had mentioned in my consultancy report that the Executive Director
Dr. Arcot Ramachandran had wished of building “a world where everyone, man, woman and
child, can live in a home they are not ashamed of; where everyone can enjoy a minimum of
space, privacy, security, and protection; where all have access to water and sanitation good
enough not to impair one’s health, or that of one’s children; where the entire community can
exercise a right to enjoy health, cultural, and educational facilities; where everyone can
share  a sense of pride in living in settlements, be they small villages or large cities, planned
and developed through common efforts and for the common good”. The main objective of
presenting data in the shape of graphs, diagrams, or pictures was to help quick visualization
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of themes and comparison of magnitudes. Statistical data presented in thematic maps is
appropriate when our concern is to depict changes in a variable from one part of a region to
another. These graphic and visual presentations were inspiration to other UN agencies to
follow the footsteps of UNCHS and produce atlas and graphic presentation of data of the
agency periodically. Our sister organization UNEP also followed our footsteps and started
producing atlas of state of environment at global and regional levels.  We contributed to the
biennial Global report of UNCHS also and supported the housing indicator programme of
the Centre with available data and knowledge. Dr. Ramachandran was working hard to
deliver Habitat II conference in 1996 in Istanbul, Turkey but the Secretary-General
Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali did not renew his contract after February 1993.

Dr. Ramachandran was a man of principles and integrity. He stopped using official car as
soon as he retired from the UNCHS (Habitat) and refused to take farewell party on the
funds from the organization. Everybody was quite but I felt that a person who did so much
for this organization as the founder father, deserves a grand farewell party and staff should
organize it in consultation with him. I approached the Staff Association and senior staff of
UNCHS (Habitat) and people started talking and generating support. It was finally organized
from the generous contribution from the staff and Dr. Ramachandran came driving his
personal car to UN office for this party.

I had my wish to meet Dr. Ramachandran privately to say thanks and convey my sincere
gratitude for my appointment but I was a bit shy and I was depending on our common friend
Dr. M. Ramaiyah to organize this meeting with him. Dr. Ramaiyah  was always assuring me
but discouraging also at the same time saying that he is a big shot and he remembers
everything and it is not wise to go to his office to say thanks. Time passed and
Dr. Ramachandran retired from UNCHS and finally he was packing to return to Bangalore,
India. Still Dr. Ramaiyah was assuring me that he would organize my meeting with
Dr. Ramachandran. One day while walking on the State House Road in the evening Gaytri
Suggested that I should meet Dr. Ramachandran and we decided to go to his house next day
in the evening which was perhaps Sunday. Her argument was that now he is retired and
leaving for India; he is also a human being above all; he will definitely appreciate our courtesy
call on him. We drove to Muthaiga area and to Naivasha lane and reached to his house.

Dr. Ramachandran was available at home and he and his wife Mrs. Sushila Ramachandran
welcomed us. I told him that how grateful I am that he recruited me in UNCHS (Habitat).
But I did not come to your office because I wanted not to take undue advantage of your
goodwill towards me. However, it was my wish to come and meet you and convey that I shall
keep your name and the name of my country high. He got emotional and hugged me and
literally cried and responded that Dr. Rai I know that and this is why I recruited you. We
had tea with him and he came to his gate to see us off. I was in regular touch with him and
came to the airport to say good-bye in April 1993. I maintained my cordial relation with him
and called fortnightly or monthly period. I invited him to the First Governing Council Meeting
of UN-Habitat, which was earlier, called UNCHS (Habitat) and also to the World Urban
Forum meeting in Vancouver held on 19-23 June 2006.  On my return to India also I was
calling him regularly and whenever I got an opportunity, I visited Bangalore and met him
and appraised him with development in UN (Habitat). I met him a week before he passed
away.
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By this time I had made my mark in the urban and city statistics field and also in housing
indicators. I was invited to Carl Duisburg Training Centre in Munich to give lectures for the
participants from African and developing counties in their training programme on the housing
and urban indicators. I stayed for one and half months there with my wife Gaytri Rai and
the Centre had arranged for my accommodation in the Centre itself. The Centre published
my lectures in a book. There was provision for cooking also but we used to go in the evening
out to have a view and to familiarize with surroundings. Some of the staff was suggesting us
to go to the English Garden in the evening but they were not disclosing what is good there.
May be we were young couple so they were recommending visiting at least once. This garden
is in the heart of the Munich city and perhaps one of the largest urban public park spread in
3.7 Km. (910 Acres) informal landscape a style popular in England those days. There is a
river also flowing across the garden and there are famous bear garden and many monuments
build by Japan and other countries. One day we planned to go to English Garden and we had
a different life experience. It was more than informal park where people were singing, dancing,
playing and many were necked. They were jumping in the river for  taking a dip and return
to play. A loud music was played and drinking variety of bear was common scenes. We could
not walk in deep into the park and returned quickly because we were not ready for such
obscene. It is a great attraction for young people but not for us who believe in decency and
civilized behaviour from a cultured human being.

I went to Shenzhen, China in 2000 for the SCORUS conference and as recognition for my
contribution in the Regional and City Statistics, I was unanimously elected the President
from 2000-2003 of the Standing Committee of Regional and Urban Statistics (SCORUS) of
the International Statistical Institute (ISI), Voorberg, The Hague, Netherlands which is
most prestigious organization for Statisticians. I was given full respect and to celebrate my
election an evening party was organized with fashion show, catwalk and dance. I was asked
to open the dance floor and toast for the good friendship. I tried to escape drinking wine,
which I do in almost all the parties but this time I could not. All insisted to take a ship and
to respect everybody including participating model girls and I had to do it. I organized several
conferences for SCORUS and also for the International Association of Official Statistics
(IAOS) of ISI. I was chairperson for the SCORUS conference on the theme of Statistics for
the Cities of Tomorrow, 12-15 June 2002 in Lisbon, Portugal. It was attended by about 200
urban and City statisticians mainly from Europe and as I recall that Mr. Matias Hundsalz
also accompanied me to represent the Executive Director of UN-Habitat Dr. Tibaijuka and
to give her message. This conference was hosted by the National Statistics Institute (INE)
Portugal and venue was the Altis Hotel in Lisbon at a central location. My fried Prof Paulo
Gomes was the chairperson of the local organizing committee who was that time the Director
of the INE. It was a memorable conference and the official dinner was hosted in one of the
famous Casino Estoril. It was indeed a new experience for me and diner with dance was
superb. In 2007, INE in the leadership of Prof. Gomes hosted the 56th ISI Conference from
22-27 August. I again participated in the Conference and presented a paper.

Unfortunately, all the statistical publications in UN-Habitat were discontinued when I was
elected the President of the United Nations office at Nairobi (UNON) Staff Union in 2001,
which was the full time job. Before that I was Vice President of the Staff Union. Earlier to
these positions, I started taking interest in the staff welfare and administration of UNCHS.
I was elected President of UNCHS (Habitat) Staff Association since 1996. This continued till
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2000 and all the associations of UNEP and UNCHS (Habitat) were merged to create one
union at Nairobi duty station. I was part of negotiation in the Joint Advisory Committee
where I was a member in the capacity of the President of UNCHS (Habitat) Staff Association.
Earlier to 1996 Nairobi was hosting headquarter of two UN agencies UNEP (1972) and
UNCHS (Habitat) (1976). Let me briefly explain the history of UNCHS (Habitat) and UNEP
Staff Associations leading to formation of Staff Union. On the request from JAC Chairperson,
to conduct a referendum with possible options at Nairobi duty station was accepted. The
General Meeting of UNCHS (Habitat) Staff Association on 30th July 1998 decided the following
four options: 1. To have one union, 2. To maintain status quo, 3. To have three staff
associations, and 4. To have one union but to retain UNCHS (Habitat) Staff Association for
the time being. As follow up of the General Meeting on 30th July 1998, a referendum was
conducted on 29th October 1998 on the issue of one union with four options decided by the
General Meeting. The staff voted in favour of the fourth option. Again a referendum was
conducted to dissolve the staff Association on 19th November 1999 and staff voted against
the dissolution by majority votes. On the issue of referendum Article 7/5 of the constitution
says that if the issue is defeated, it shall not be submitted to referendum again until at least
12 months have elapsed.

United Nations Office at Nairobi was created in 1996. Initially, it was by verbal instruction
from the Secretary-General Mr. Boutros-Boutros-Ghali (1992-96) to Mrs. Elizabeth
Dowdeswell (1992-98) from Canada, who was at that time the Executive Director of UNEP
and OIC of UNCHS. The SG assured her to assign the Secretary-General’s position for Habitat
II conference in 1996 also. However, at the last moment Dr. Wally N-Dow from The Gambia
was appointed the Assistant-Secretary-General and the Executive Director of UNCHS
(Habitat) and the Secretary General of Habitat II Conference. He delivered the Habitat II
conference successfully. However, he used some funds from the UNCHS foundation for the
Conference without approval of the Commission of UNCHS (Habitat). He had to leave UNCHS
(Habitat) to go back to UNDP office at New York due to his illegal transfer of funds for
Habitat II conference in 1996 in Istanbul, Turkey.

As the new millennium approached, a consensus was emerging that in the current 21st century
cities will hold the key to sustainable development, economic growth, political and social
stability and domestic peace. This dramatic increase in the weight of cities and urban areas
in national and international development and global economic progress is the result of
demographic shifts over the past 30 years which are unprecedented in history in terms of
their speed and the numbers involved. And this transformation of the settlements landscape
will continue well in the 21st century, especially in Africa and large parts of Asia. It was clear
that many Governments throughout the world are unprepared and under-resourced in
anticipating, planning and preparing for the scale of this urban challenge, especially at a
time of equally unprecedented global change at the political, economic, technological and
environmental levels.

The Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), held in Istanbul, Turkey in June 1996
was an attempt by the international community, including mayors and local authorities,
non-governmental organizations, researchers, parliamentarians and other concerned
partners, to come to terms with this global urban challenge and its policy implications. This,
in turn, underscored the critical importance for the international community of the
recommendations of Habitat II adopted in the Habitat Agenda.
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It was also underscored the critical need for an agency within the United Nations family
specifically focused on the responses to urbanization and on assisting Governments and
cities to manage this complex process. Given the scale of the problems to be confronted in the
decades to come, however, and the fact that other United Nations agencies and bodies are
also devoting more attention to urban issues within their sectoral areas of responsibility, the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS) (Habitat) first determined how
best it can contribute to the global response to urbanization. Another vital and related task
facing the Centre was to determine how to strengthen itself and to increase its credibility
and administrative and operational efficiency if it is to become a recognized global player in
the urban arena.

Accordingly, UNCHS (Habitat) had begun to overcome a number of major deficiencies in
both the orientation of its work programme and its management and financial controls, all
of which over the past years had led to a major drop in donor confidence, as pointed out by
the Commission at its last session in 1995. At the same time, it had commissioned a number
of major studies on the Centre and its operations, which had also highlighted the continuing
need for a strengthened and revitalized Centre, given that the areas under its responsibility
would be core development concerns of the international community in the decades ahead,
and keeping in mind that investments in cities would be also crucial to rural development
and regional growth.

This entailed to review the Centre’s work and also summarized the concrete steps taken by
UNCHS (Habitat) to face the coming challenges in the field of human settlements and to
redefine its priorities, so as to be able to make a strategic contribution to global sustainable
development, poverty eradication and economic growth in the twenty-first century, in the
realization of which cities would play a very large part.

REVITALIZATION OF UNCHS (HABITAT)
Notwithstanding the two assessments conducted since 1996 and numerous recommendations,
including those of the four Governments’ assessment, circulated at the Commission’s sixteenth
session in the document HS/C/16/CRP.7 and of the Office for Internal Oversight Services
(OIOS), contained in its report on UNCHS (Habitat) (A/51/884), by the middle of 1998 the
Centre was still in serious trouble and faced an extremely uncertain future. A revitalization
team was appointed in September 1998, with members nominated by the Governments of
Norway, South Africa and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and
also by United Nations Headquarters, to assist the new acting Executive Director in the
reform of the Centre.

The instruction to the revitalization team was not to produce another study, but to build on
the work of previous reports, as well as on the report of the Secretary-General on the work of
the Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements, and then to make recommendations
for immediate implementation. Those recommendations would signal to member States,
donors and-not least-to the staff of UNCHS (Habitat) itself that this was an organization
with a mandate, with support and with a future and which, furthermore, would respond to
Commission resolution 16/8 on the revitalization of the Habitat Centre, as well as resolution
16/19 on corrective measures in administrative and budgetary matters, both of 7th May 1997.
After establishing its programme of work and guiding principles, and circulating these to all
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staff members and the Permanent Representatives to UNCHS (Habitat) in Nairobi, the
team then produced a frank assessment of the current state of the organization, based on
wide-ranging interviews with staff members at all levels and with the staff association, and
made a set of preliminary recommendations. This report was shared with all UNCHS (Habitat)
staff members and was distributed to the Permanent Representatives as well.  The comments
and objections of the staff representatives on the report were discussed with Dr. Toepfer and
asked for more time to digest it and to receive comments of the staff for further elaborations.

The team then moved to the second phase, which contained the most detailed and significant
work. For this, it established two working groups, both including staff members and managers,
to assist in the development of sets of recommendations. Working Group One developed a
new strategic vision for Habitat, setting out the priorities for the future substantive work of
the Centre, whereas Working Group Two made recommendations on management and
administrative matters.

I, as the President of the UNCHS (Habitat) Staff Association was fully engaged in discussion
with the Revitalization team members and with the Acting Executive Director Dr. Klaus
Toepfer. My aim was to strengthen the management and administration of UNCHS (Habitat)
and at the same time to protect the interest and welfare of the staff. I had a clear stand that
job security of staff is non negotiable. I was suspicious of the under current that this team
will revitalize the UNCHS (Habitat) or not but they will certainly revitalize themselves.
That is what happened. They used the remaining resources of the organization and they
submitted the report but at the same time they revitalized themselves. The Revitalization
team member from South Africa Mr. Willian Cobbet secured a position in the City Alliance
Programme of The World bank and funds were transferred from UNCHS (Habitat) for that
post for five years of about $2 million. The member from Great Britain Mr. Nick Bain was
given a post of D1 in the organization to manage budget and finance. The third member and
head of the Revitalization team from Norvey Mr. Per Bakken was accommodated in UNEP
as a regional director in Geneva as a reward to produced a report suited to Dr. Klaus Toepfer’s
ambition and consistent to his Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements report.
As it was mentioned earlier, a Task Force on the Environment and Human Settlements was
constituted by the Secretary-General Mr. Kofi Annan under the Chairmanship of Dr. Toepfer,
Executive Director of UNEP. All the members of this Task Force were former senior office
bearers including Former Executive Director of UNEP Dr. Tolba. There was none from the
UNCHS (Habitat) side. I raised my voice in a meeting with Dr. Toepfer and initially he tried
to silence me but later he realized that it is not possible for him to do so. It was ridiculous
that the Task Force is deciding the fait of UNCHS (Habitat) and there is nobody from this
organization. A mutually agreed staff Mr. Don Okpala was accepted in the Task Force at the
secretary level to take note but not to raise his voice. I used to give support but I felt that he
was also feeling helpless and compromised. The report was submitted to the General Assembly
as the report of the Secretary-General as a part of the overall reform in the UN system. It
was about to be tabled in the General Assembly for its approval. I took a bold position and
wrote a fax to the Secretary-General on the 11th November 1998 with subject of “Independent
and Distinct Direction of UNCHS (Habitat) in Your Report on Environment and Human
Settlements.” I mentioned that this Task Force Report was not prepared in full consultation
of staff and their representatives. The recommendation number 6 stated that one person
should be directing UNEP, UNCHS (Habitat) and UNON. I referred several reports and
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resolutions including the General Assembly resolutions to maintain a distinct and separate
management and direction. I further referred his report on renewing the United Nations: A
Programme for Reform (A/51/950 of July 1997). Finally, I urged the Secretary-General to
appoint an independent Executive Director directly reporting to him. I copied my fax letter
to the President of the Staff Union at New York Ms. Rosemarie Waters, a good friend and a
powerful President. She read this letter in the Fifth Committee of General Assembly and
that sparked in New York.

In a parallel we were lobbying with Kenyan Government through Ambassador Mary Odinga
to UN and Ms. Grace in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. At that time Ms. Grace was also in
New York for attending General Assembly. Both were very supportive and we provided all
the arms and ammunition for the arguments in the General Assembly and with the President
of General Assembly. On the eve of the day when this resolution was about to be tabled
inGeneral Assembly, both met with the President of General Assembly and the Secretary
General Mr. Kofi Annan and they cleared the Kenyan government’s position together with
my fax to the SG. We had provided all the documentary evidence including how many days
Dr. Toepfer was in Nairobi during 1997-98. There was an auditor’s report that he was in
Nairobi for less than 30 days including weekends. How can that person be given responsibility
of an additional organization? He was already the Executive Director of UNEP and Director
Genral of UNON. Dr. Toepfer argument was that being former Minister of Environment of
Germany, this is very small and he should be given the Executive Director position of UNCHS
(Habitat) also under one person that is he. He was arguing that since the Centre is in very
bad financial condition it should be merged as one division of UNEP on Urbanization. The
report did not go through and a resolution was passed to look for a suitable candidate for the
Executive Director post of UNCHS (Habitat). Dr. Toepfer was that time in New York and
sitting in the UNCHS (Habitat) office of ED and he received a copy of my fax to Secretary-
General. He was so upset that he torned the fax and said “How dare I wrote to SG”. I got a
call from staff in that office and I was told that I am gone. Dr. Toepfer will kill me. He will
terminate my contract. That was true also that I was by that time on the foundation post and
not a permanent staff of the UN Secretariat. However, I was confident that it would not be
easy for him to terminate me but UN is most bureaucratic organization and termination is
very easy due to any reason especially under financial constraints. They can justify that this
programme is closed because there is no funds or they can ask my supervisor to give a bad
report. It is very easy to justify for termination even without reasons. Even the system is so
designed that you may knock the doors but difficult to get justice against the management.
Keeping this in view the tribunal was constituted and management lost many cases and
judgements were in favor of staff. When Dr. Toepfer returned to Nairobi, we met at a CPR
meeting at the entrance of the conference room number one. He was with Mr. A. Barabanov,
Chief of UNON Administration. We shook hands and he hold my hand and asked, “ Why did
you write to Secretary-General ? Do you know that it was a big problem and created a
big headache for me.” I did not answer but smiled that this was the purpose of writing to
Secretary-General. If it has created a big problem then it has worked. Dr. Toepfer was a
seasoned politician and he controlled himself and said to me anyway he will manage. I
requested him to give increments to the staff before Christmas holidays and also to grant
funds to host a staff party before holidays season’s starts, as this was the tradition for the
staff X-mas party. He advised Barabanov to send a proposal and do the needful. We walked
away after that. He had lost the battle half way but he had not given up. The General
Assembly through Secretary-General asked him to identify a suitable candidate for the
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Executive Director’s post of UNCHS (Habitat) at USG level. He interviewed also some
candidates globally for the sake of formalities but he wanted to remain acting ED of UNCHS
(Habitat) as long as possible. Sending a report to GA was also a formality stating that we are
still looking for a suitable candidate but no success. He continued like that till 2000. We
were mounting pressure but the Senior Management in UN system works as a club and they
help each other. Nairobi being far away from New York, nobody remembers until the problems
are raised by member states. Dr. Toepfer was very smart in that respect and he kept cool all
the member countries including G77 and the African countries also.

Since inception of UNCHS (Habitat) from the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements in Vancouver, 31st May to 11th June 1976. There was always an attempt to
undermine or hijack and to merge with United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
Again since there was no regular Executive Director and it was run under the receivership
of UNEP’s Executive Director from Ms. Dowdeswell time till Dr. N’Dow was appointed the
Executive Director at ASG level and SG of Habitat II conference. He had a short life. Though
he successfully delivered Habitat II conference in June 1996 in spite of financial constrains
and short time for preparation of such a global summit after 20 years of its creation in 1976.
He was against termination of staff job also even in such a difficult period. But he was
checked out because he had used foundation funds for the preparation of Habitat II conference
without prier approval of UNCHS Commission. He was ill advised by Mr. Mark Hildebrand
and Mr. Daniel Biau for their personal interest and he ignored New York advice also on
legal aspects during the Commission’s meeting in Nairobi.

Again Dr. Darshan Johal (1997-98) was appointed the Executive Director of UNCHS (Habitat)
by the SG Mr. Kofi Annan at the ASG level but he had to report to Dr. Klaus Toepfer who
was the ED of UNEP at the USG level and Director General of UNON also. I supported him
fully but he was a soft person and did not dare to confront with Dr. Toepfer. When the
Secretary General visited Nairobi in 3-5 May 1998 and SG addressed the staff on 4th May
1998, Dr. Johal was not given a seat on the podium. He was sitting in the first row in the
audience. I was on the podium with SG, UNDP Resident Co-ordinator, Dr. Klaus Toepfer
and others. I gave a painting to SG Mr. Kofi Annan, which he assured to place in the GA
hall. He asked me to explain the painting and I said that this African girl who is looking old
and having only one fish in her hand is thinking to eat it today or to keep it for tomorrow.
This is the condition of the UN staff at Nairobi due to uncertainty of the extension of contracts
and short extensions for a few months. He asked in a light mood that is it your explanation
or this is the vision of the painter also and I responded that I am narrating the view of the
painter who is siting in this hall. SG Mr. Kofi Annan was very impressed with the way to
explain and to say that a picture speaks more than a thousand words and that is why I have
chosen not to speak much but to present this picture to you, which will remind you the
situation at Nairobi. Dr. D. Johal was asked to leave his post because Dr. Toepfer did not
recommend for his extension. I invited him for a dinner at my residence in Nairobi and he
promised that he would meet with SG Mr. Annan in New York and brief him about the
situation in Nairobi. He had submitted his report and perhaps he was not given an
appointment to meet with SG Mr. Annan. Dr. Toepfer was announced the Director General
of newly started office of United Nations Office at Nairobi as one of the headquarters at the
same level of Geneva and Vienna headed by the Director General. At least this was a positive
development that Nairobi got the status of UN Headquarters with first DG Dr. Toepfer.
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Now, again ball was in the court of Dr. Toepfer about the selection of ED of UNCHS (Habitat)
because he was given the responsibility for searching a suitable candidate and report to SG
and GA. As it happens in UN system a report was being submitted that no suitable candidate
was found for this post and still search is going on. Meanwhile Dr. Toepfer was continuing
as Acting Executive Director and virtually one person heading all the three organizations,
which was his dream. He gave the USG post of UNCHS (Habitat) to New York on loan so
that there cannot be any appointment in the Centre at the USG level. He also wanted to take
the ASG post of the Centre for the appointment of Dr. S. Kakakhel as the Deputy ED in
UNEP but he was warned from New York not to do so. When Mr. Karl Pasche, first Chief of
Office of Internal Oversight Services visited Nairobi and we had meeting then I had explained
how Dr. Toepfer operates without following the Staff Rules and Regulations and I gave
specific example of appointments and other irregularities. He discussed with Dr. Toepfer
and gave him appropriate advice. He also wrote a letter for his eyes explaining to be careful
with the President of Staff Association and be serious of his suggestions and recommendations.
I got an unofficial photo copy of his letter to Dr. Toepfer. However Dr. Toepfer did not care
and made many irregular appointments and obliged many “yes” men in the organization. He
terminated also those who did not come to his terms. I remember such cases of Mr. Alliune
Badian from Senegal who was brought from Dakar to Nairobi in spite of a negative note
from HR Chief, Ms. Michel Lee in writing. He flouted UN rules several times and ignored in
his decision-making. He had no respect for the Charter of the UN and Staff Rules. He
appointed Mr. Danel Biau, a L6 staff as an Acting Deputy Executive Director of the Centre.
I raised this matter to him and he brushed it aside. I told him that this matter will come back
again because it is contrary to the Staff Rules. A field staff at L6 level cannot run the
organization and make administrative decisions. Though I had nothing against Mr. Biau.
He had a great respect for me and likewise I had respect for his quick and sincerer decisions.
My difference was on principles and to follow the Charter and the Staff Rules.

I recall the case of Mr. Ignacio Armilas who was then the Director of UNCHS’s Fukuoka
regional office for Asia-Pacific and he refused to send his Performance Appraisal to Mr. Biau
because he cannot be his supervisor being a field staff. However, there was a slight mistake
of his part to mix his official travel with the personal one and he was called to come to
Nairobi to meet with Dr. Toepfer. Mr. Armilas came to my office and discussed the matter
before his meeting with Dr. Toepfer. I gave him some tips and he assured me that he would
be very cautious to not to come into his trap. But Dr. Toepfer was so smart that nobody
survived of his trap. He used to keep wine bottles and two glasses in his table drawers. He
will offer wine and when you have some ships he will through his net and you are in his trap.
Same thing happened with Ignacio also. He surrendered and accepted to resign with some
agreed packages.

When SG Mr. Anan was in Nairobi in May 1998 he had meeting with the President Moi in
the State House and as I was briefed that President Moi asked only one thing to Secretary-
General Mr. Annan to continue Prof. Olembo in UNEP at the Deputy Executive Director’s
post. I was very friendly to Prof. Olembo and I met him by chance in the main cafeteria
before lunch and he was having meeting with Dr. Toepfer in the afternoon. I alerted him to
be careful and not to be defeated of the tricks of Dr. Toepfer. He assured me with confidence
that he will not. I was very anxious to know the outcome of the meeting and Prof. Olembo
was not seen. He had agreed with Toepfer after taking a glass of wine and one cigarette to go
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to Paris to take care of the programme for the Endangered Species which had some problems
and return back to Nairobi after fixing the problem in two weeks. As soon as he left for Paris,
his office was vacated and his belongings were put in a corner and that office was allotted to
newly appointed Deputy ED Mr. Safkat Kakakhel, High Commissioner of Pakistan in Kenya.
On his return, there was no office and no secretary. All had gone while he was on mission to
Paris. I saw him one day in the corridor and I tried to call him but he was defeated and
wanted not to see me. Anyhow, I caught him and took him for a cup of tea in the main
Cafeteria and he narrated the full story. Again I reminded him about my tips but he was like
a defeated soldier and he narrated to me what happened that day in his meeting with
Dr. Toepfer.

It was 2000 and Dr. Toepfer collapsed in a UNEP meeting in Europe and he was airlifted to
Germany for his heart operation. I was told that his heart valve was replaced. That was the
opportune time for UNCHS and SG Mr. Kofi Annan identified Dr. Anna K. Tibaijuka in
July, 2000 and she was appointed by Secretary General Kofi Annan as the Assistant Secretary
General and the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(UNCHS), the UN agency for the built-up environment and urban development headquartered
in Nairobi, Kenya.

I organize a welcome party for Dr. Tibaijuka in Gigiri funded by Dr. Toepfer and had a
historic welcome address in the presence of Dr. Toepfer, which was quoted for a long time. I
had said that now the colonial rule is over and we have Uhuru. We have now a new and
independent Executive Director of UNCHS. Let us celebrate this victory and enjoy the party.
I assured her on behalf of the staff that she could count on our full support to revitalize the
organization. She understood the weakness of organization very soon and worked hard to
regain the old glory and status of the organization. By December 2001 the organization was
upgraded at the level of full programme in the UN system and ED post was also upgrade at
the USG level hence our post which was loaned to New York was returned to us. She was
upgraded to the level of USG level in the UN system. Now, the new name was the United
Nations Human Settlements Programme (UNHSP) and in short it was called UN-Habitat.
It was indeed due to hard work and her close relation with SG Mr. Annan. She had good line
with Mrs. Nany Annan, wife of Mr. Kofi Annan through Sweden church lobby.

I now think that Dr. Tibaijuka was clever than Dr. Toepfer in handling the staff matters and
issues. She was giving more time at Nairobi and easily accessible to the staff. She was very
aggressive in fund raising and dealing with diplomats. Her husband was also an ambassador
of Tanzania who had passed away in May 2000 in Geneva. She was trained in diplomacy
also and at that time she was working with UNCTAD in Geneva at a senior Director level.
She maintained very cordial relation with me. I entered into contact with her that in
restructuring the organization based on revitalization report no staff would loose job. I had
my philosophy that job security in non-negotiable unless there is some serious allegation
against the staff. It is a big loss to the organization also by loosing a trained staff after some
years of training in the system. We had a written agreement with Dr. Anna Tibaijuka to that
respect and assurance that every staff shall be extended for six months but this is not an
upper limit. No injustice will be done to any staff and her office shall remain open for any
staff to reach her. The representative of staff was invited to attend the Senior Management
Board meetings. I was attending all the meetings in capacity of the President of UNCHS
(Habitat) Staff Association.
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In 2001, I was elected as the President of the Staff union at Nairobi Duty Station with a big
majority of more than 75 percent votes which was a full time post from the HQ New York.
Perhaps this gave a lot of relief that I was no more occupying a post in the organization and
it was a regular budget post from New York till my tenure as President of Staff Union. That
protected me also because, I was given a story that Dr. Toepfer conveyed to Dr. Tibaijuka
through his director in Office of Executive Director (OED) Mr. Paul Akumi to terminate me
from job and she cleverly responded that why Dr. Toepfer did not do that being a former
Minister of Germany and a powerful Director General of UNON and Acting ED of UNCHS
(Habitat)? She being a small girl from rural Tanzania, and new in this organization, how
can she do it? I can read between two lines that she was happy that I was elected with
thumping majority votes and she had no choice except to keep me in good humor and use me
for the support she wanted to make the changes in the organization. She promised in writing
that I should be given a better and higher position on my return after completing my tenure
as the President of the Staff Union. Everybody was regularized with my support in constituting
a selection committee where the President of the Staff Union nominated half of the members
and Chairperson of the committee was nominated on mutual consent of management and
the staff representative. We monitored very closed the whole process and there was a fair
deal and almost all the staff were regularized. I was left because I was on another post with
the assurance that on my return she will reward me. I also wanted that I should sacrifice
and I should be the last person to be regularized in UN-Habitat when all staff have passed
through. I wanted to set an example for the staff representative globally to protect the interest
and welfare of the staff first. The regularization of staff and revitalization of the organization
process continued in 2001.

I was busy in staff matters and many more things beyond the staff welfare, condition of work
and their interest. I fought for many injustices in the campus. I was instrumental in
introduction of fair pack policy and protection of workers of contractors. The contractors
were exploiting the labors and other semi-skilled workers by paying them a small salary and
no incentives or protection including health insurance. In the name of justice and human
rights I took stand with support of Dr. Tibaijuka and we convinced DG of UNON Dr. Toepfer
to adopt the policy of fair pack. I stood for Intern’s right also who were coming from all over
the world to work with UN agencies for the UN work experience but we were not paying at
all taking work from them full time. It was purely an exploitation and contrary to UN Human
Rights principles. We were not comfortable to take work as a staff from an intern and not
paying anything to them, which was an immoral act also. These young graduates were
spending money of their own for working for UN and depending on their parents to get
funds for rent, transport and food. Nairobi is one of the most expensive cities in the world as
for as cost of living is concerned. I got success in convincing the UN Management at Nairobi
to give some allowances to interns. Initially, it was started with Kenyan Shilling 400 per day
in 2001, which was good enough as their pocket allowance to meet the cost of tea, lunch and
transport at least. Dr. Tibaijuka fully supported these initiatives and also encouraged me to
do more. She has the human face. One day her security guard was bitten and his mobile was
taken away by thugs on the way coming to her house for night duty. Her daughter informed
her about it that the security guard is injured and bleeding. She enquired the matter and
could not believe that the Security Company or employer does not cover medical for these
security guards. Next day she called me and asked to take up this matter and we should
boycott the services of security companies who do not take care of their staff welfare. I raised
this issue in the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) and we came out with the solution that
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only three security companies fulfill these conditions. It was decided that UN international
staff would hire security guards from only these three companies and not from others. Though
it was expensive and UN had to pay more but on the humanitarian and human rights ground,
we wanted to make sure that Security Guards must be protected medically and they should
be paid well. They should be provided proper dress and equipment’s like torch, whistle, stick
and proper training and refresher courses by the companies.

I am proud that I achieved successfully a United Nations Federal Credit Union (UNFCU)
branch office in Nairobi. It happened like this that I was attending CCISUA meeting in
Geneva and I met there with Mr. Michel Connery, CEO and President of UNFCU. He was
struggling to open a branch in Geneva and he had spent about hundred thousand dollars in
legal fees and still not sure to get the license. I invited him to come to Nairobi and open an
office of UNFCU, which is also a UN Headquarter at the same level of Geneva. He said that
USA Co-operative rules do not allow opening a branch outside of USA. I asked him then how
he is thinking to open a branch in Geneva and spending money. He said that we are exploring
the possibilities. I firmally asked him to consider for opening a branch in Nairobi and I
assured him that there will be no legal fee and advice will also be free of cost. I shall help
him in getting permission from the Government of Kenya from the Ministry of Finance. I
was confident because of my good senior friend Prof. D. Kaniaru who was Director of the
Environment Law in UNEP and very helpful and resourceful person in Kenya. Mr. Michel
got convinced and promised that he will visit Nairobi for exploring the possibility. He sent a
questionnaire for survey and collecting opinion of staff and visited Nairobi with a team of
senior management of UNFCU. He met me and I introduce him to Dr. Kaniaru who assured
him to provide legal advice without any fee. I went to the Finance Ministry with a proposal
and the Secretary in the Ministry assured me to grant permission after completing formalities
to get approval from the Ministry of Labor also. I convinced him that it is beneficial for the
development of Kenya and it will generate some employment for young Kenyans. I had
negotiated with UNFCU that they should train Kenyan youth who are best brain in banking
system to run this office in Gigiri. It was accepted by the UNFCU management and that way
it is cheaper for UNFCU as well compared to sending staff from New York and paying them
home leave travel and other grants including higher salary. The question arose for the space
and at that time there was a shortage of offices for our staff. We agreed with UNFCU and
UNON that a new building should be built from the funds from UNFCU and that can be
adjusted in the monthly rent. That building will be UN building and monthly rent will be
fixed which UNFCU will pay to UNON. This building was built in a record time of 40 days to
accommodate about 15 staff on a very low budget without any compromise in the quality of
structure. I was very thankful to the building engineer Mr. A. Khalil Khan who supported
and took keen interest in the construction work.

Director General of UNON Dr. Toepfer inaugurated this in my presence and he recognized
my efforts and contributions as well. UNFCU branch office at Nairobi is very helpful especially
in taking loans by the staff and due to installation of an ATM machine where one can draw
in cash USD. It was very difficult when this branch was not open and due to cultural
differences to understand the problem of Nairobi staff by the staff based in New York. There
is a big difference of thinking and life conditions in the developed world like New York and
an African Country like Kenya. Moreover, those staff siting in New York are not familiar
with difficulties and problems, which we face in Nairobi, Kenya. This branch is doing very
well and providing services to other duty stations like UNECA office in Addis Ababa and
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International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusa, Tanzania. I was helping staff
as a liaison officer of UNFCU before the UNFCU branch became fully functional. However,
many queries and complains were coming to me after opening the branch as if I am in
control of the affairs. I used to refer those cases to the management of the UNFCU and to the
Branch Manager at Nairobi, Kenya. I enjoyed very cordial and friendly relation with the
management till date.  We went together to Masai Mara with the full management team and
stayed in the Governor Camp, which was very memorable trip that we went by a small plane
from Wilson Airport and stayed in this luxury camps at the bank of Mara River. In the night
hippos were grazing grass and one can hear the sound. Elephants also come around and
armed security guards will be alerted to protect the residents. They organize balloon safari
and bush walk again with armed security guards for protection from wild animals like Lion,
Rhinos, Hippos, Leopards, Elephants and Cheetah’s among many others.

Another monument is the peace park, which was built in the memory of victims of bomb
blast on the American Embassy on the 7th August 1998 where 214 people had died and more
than 4000 injured. Dr. Toepfer wanted to have some memorials in the memory of those
innocent people who had lost their life in the blast. We had meeting in his office and finally
we agreed to plant indigenous trees, which are not so big also, and Coffee and tea plats were
decided to plant on the UN logo with a peace pole in the centre with peace message in all the
UN languages.  Some benches are places so that staff can sit and relax in the lunch time off
in leisure time. Some meetings are also being organized for commemoration and remembrance.
This monument is clearly visible from the windows of the DG, UNON office.  This peace park
had become an icon for the UNON office at Nairobi.

Third monument which I can take credit is the UN Recreational Centre. I remember that
there was a lot of stress and uncertainty of job and short contract extension for three to six
months due to financial crunch was killing staff and making them sick. One time it happened
that there was no fund at all in UN-Habitat to extend the contracts. I was invited for a
meeting with Mr. Mark Hildebrand who was Officer Incharge (OIC) of UN-Habitat. I agreed
for the meeting but suggested that I shall come with my Executive Committee members.
Mr. Hildebrand was famous for long talks without focus on the main issues. He talked for a
while and explained how difficult is to extend contacts of all the staff. In that situation he
had decided to terminate at least thirty percent junior staff whose contract were expiring in
that month especially the General Service Staff or support staff. I was taking note and
listening to him very carefully. When my tern came to speak, I asked a very simple question:
Who is responsible for this financial condition of the organization and why junior staff should
be terminated? And who is responsible for fund raising and who have failed us? I reminded
him that colonial rules are over and if a prince will do mistake he will be punished and not
somebody else so that prince can feel the pain. Now, if there are no funds so those responsible
for fund raising have failed us and they should be terminated and not staff who are performing
well and their role was not to raise the funds. The four countries donor’s report is pointing
finger towards you that you people have developed fiefdoms and due to that donors have
stopped funding including DANIDA funds. If anybody has to go that’s you and Senior
Management. The countries report also mentions that UN-Habitat is heavy top so top staff
should be slashed first. You people have not done your work and I am giving one-week time
to do your work. Do not sit in the office and go out to talk with embassies and bring funds to
save the staff. He called Mr. Ganti Rao to shut me up but I gave him also the same lesson to
go out and bring funds and report to me in a few days till then hold the decision to terminate
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the contracts of staff. I got a call next day from Mr. Rao that he has received confirmation for
US$500000 from Dutch Embassy and I told him that I was correct that you people are not
doing your work and wasting time in dirty politics in the organization. I walked to his office
to thank him and also apologized for my earlier bitter comments in the meeting.

Similar situation was that time after 1998 when Habitat was without a head and it was run
by remote and it was under receivership. Same time there was a-bomb blast on American
embassy on 7th August 1998, and now a new American Embassy was built opposite to UN
compound in Gigiri. The new American Embassy building was inaugurated on March 3,
2003. They had built a pub also and they sent a letter to the Director General, UNON,
Dr. Toepfer that some senior staff from UN office are welcome as member to enjoy the pub
facility within Embassy premises. Dr. Toepfer invited me as the President of the UNON
Staff Union to decide the criteria for selecting 30 Senior Staff from UNEP, UN-Habitat and
UNON for sending to the American embassy in the opening ceremony and also to continue
for one year as members of the club. After a minute of thinking I suggested him to reject this
invitation and send a polite reply by thanking the embassy. He got furious because he was
fond of beer in the evening and this was a great opportunity for him to go for socialization to
the embassy pub regularly with guests. I suggested him frankly that we are UN office at
Nairobi and let us built a better facility than them and let them come to use our facility for
socialization and having beer in our compound as we have our Duty Free Shop Commissary
and all the embassies with a few Diplomats have been given access to our commissary and
also to the fuel station for filling gasoline. On the similar line we should give them access to
our recreation club as well. He was very upset so very jokingly he said what I am talking?
Where is the money and we cannot ask funds from New York. UN is already cutting budget
and there is no funds for new construction. I advised him that we have money and that is our
staff money from commercial operation services. I further advised him that the commercial
operation has surplus fund of about 90 million Kenyan shillings or more by this time. He
should call Mr. Barabanov, Chief of Administration of UNON to give the details of account.
He called Mr. Barabanov to join in the meeting and asked to give details of Commercial
Operation Services account. After a little hesitation he agreed and it was found that there is
more than 99 million Kenyan Shillings in balance.

Dr. Toepfer discussed the proposal with him that we can use that money for building the
recreational facility with swimming pool, Gymnasium, pub and many other health facilities
such as message, aerobatics, yoga, judo and karate etc. The site was allocated next to our
fuel station and adjacent to out UN compound which was our land but remained empty. A
contract was given to design this facility and a beautiful building of a ship model was erected
in a very short-time of about one year. Initially I was not using this facility because of the
same people and same UN politics may be discussed there. I maintain my membership to
Parklands Sports Club, which was a grand club with several sports facilities and restaurants.
But due to heavy traffic and security problems, I also started using our UN recreational
facilities. I was regular in Gym and shower with sauna. Sometimes we shall go for a cup of
tea and soda with Siddhu and Gaytri. Staff of Recreational Centre was very courteous because
they had the massage that I was instrumental in developing this facility and that has
generated employment for them.  Those who were attached to UN office in any capacity were
aware of the story. One of them was a lawn tennis coach Mr. Joseph Kamau who was trainer
for me and Siddhu in the main compound, which has tennis, courts also near old buildings
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blocks. He used to tell to the new staff that who I am with proud and telling them to treat me
with respect. Again during the opening ceremony and ribbon cutting Dr. Toepfer recognized
my suggestion and contribution in building this recreational centre.

I was most of the time member of the Join Advisory Committee (JAC), which advises the
heads of UNON, UN-Habitat and UNEP on the staff administration and welfare issues.  I
was Chairperson also for the JAC and exercised that position to bring many changes in the
compound for the staff welfare. We championed to make the compound smoking free and
some areas were designated for smoking. Cafeteria was improved with variety of choices. A
good contractor was invited to run the main cafeteria. I had the conviction as the President
of the Staff Union and also as the Chairperson of the JAC that the most important welfare of
staff is good quality and hygienic food at affordable price where staff should feel happy to go
and to invite their guests also to join for lunch and tea. UN office attracts many visitors and
hosts meeting of different size throughout the year. Staff was going to nearby restaurants
and to village market for lunch. Many local staff will go to streets for their lunch, which was
no way safe and acceptable. It was more expensive and time consuming also. So, I gave top
priority to the quality food in the UN office and good contractor were attracted. One time the
caterer was the Block hotel management. In the cafeteria, we had a President table, which
was served, and the caterer assigned a waiter. Others had to go to the counters, select your
food, pay the bill and look for a seat to take your food. All the guests and friends were
welcomed on this high table most of them were from African continent but there was no
discrimination and all were welcomed. The Co-ordinator was my good friend Mr. Halifa
Drameh of UNEP (The Emperor). He was called emperor of the Gambian Empire. Everybody
had to pay respect to him. He was generous and many Presidents, Prime Ministers and
Ministers as well as diplomats and Ambassadors of various countries were hosted on this
table. This was also the meeting point for me to know the news of the campus and to develop
strategies. This table was in talk in the compound and many staff were speculating, and
mentioned in the gossips and rumors.

One time UNEP ED, Mr. Achim Steiner walked through our table and passed the remark
that, O, I see, this is the high table that I am hearing for a long time. Many senior staff were
jealous also to see that this is only table, which is being served. This was the table for
relaxation and had fun during the lunch time and to collect information and meet with staff
also who wanted to see me to discuss their problems. When I moved to Runda in 2009, I
wanted to go home for lunch, friends will pass through my office and accompany me to this
table in cafeteria and after spending half an hour, I shall go home for lunch. If I miss for one
day I shall be summoned by my friends to come and join them. Most of them were non-
vegetarians and I was the only one who was vegetarian. I remember a joke, which they were
telling me and one time it became a topic of debate. The joke was like this that if I go with my
friends to the National Park in Nairobi, the lion would eat me first. Why because he will feel
that I am a grass eater just like a deer for him and the lion will eat me. Ask what will happen
to us? The lion will smell us and know that we are brother because we also eat meat like him.
He will leave us. Then the question was that how come I eat milk, yogurt and butter? These
are also animal products and have animal fat. I told them that I shall answer tomorrow
because it is not appropriate to answer when you are eating beef and pork. Next day, I came
prepared to answer and they were also ready to discuss. I asked a simple question. Did you
drink milk form your mother?  They said yes. But did you eat your mother? No why? You eat
mango but not the mango tree. Why? When I imaging what is an egg and from where it had
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come from I feel that my mouth is not a dustbin and I should not put sperm and semen of
cock in my mouth. Tomorrow if doctor will say that your urine is tonic and excreta is best
healthy food easily digestible; will you drink urine and eat your excreta? I think no. I showed
then an article in Times magazine that has proven fromm a sample survey data analysis
that vegetarians are more moralist than non-vegetarians and peace loving people in general.
They became speechless. All was just for fun and the group was very helpful in the hour of
need. One can trust on them.

I competed my term as the President of the UN Staff Union at Nairobi in 2003. I wanted to
return back to UN-Habitat but Dr. Tibaijuka wanted me to contest again for a term. I tried
to convince her that the management especially Dr. Toepfer and Barabnov are very upset
with me due to my stand for UN-Habitat and other actions which they feel that I am a threat
to them. I should now come back to UN-Habitat. I reminded her about her commitment to
regularize my position and give a higher post but I believe that her strategy was to keep
good relation with me and at the same time keep me away from UN-Habitat on the President’s
post from New York. I was not comfortable but she insisted because of my popularity and
many milestones during my tenure as the President. She said that even you loose I shall
reward you but there is nobody to counter them and you have to contest the election. My
opposition put all the power behind and they bribed some local staff by giving incentives and
promotions to General Service staff. They made them corrupt and finally they supported my
Vice President also to contest. This made me to loose this election.

Now, I had to come back to UN-Habitat and Mrs. Tibaijuka had to honor her words but he
changed her tone and somehow agreed to give the same level post and I secured it easily in
the Monitoring and Research Division, which was the old Research and Development Division.
Mrs. Nefise Bazoglu was the Chief and most of the staff was feeling uncomfortable to work
with me due to my academic and political experience in the organization. They complained
to Mrs. Tibaijuka and as a solution I was transferred to the Office of the Executive Director
(OED) under the supervision of Director Mr. Rolf Wichman and I was asked to take care of
Inter Agency Co-ordination as the Chief and any other ad-hoc assignments by the ED Mrs.
Tibaijuka. In 2004 Mrs. Tibaijuka asked me to help in organizing the African Ministers
Conference on Housing and Urban Development (AMCHUD) in South Africa. Mrs. Sisullu
was the Minister of Housing of South Africa and this conference was successfully delivered
in 2005. South Africa’s Ministry of Housing hosted the first African Ministerial Conference
on Housing and Urban Development (AMCHUD) at the Durban International Convention
Centre in South Africa from 31st January to 4th February 2005. The conference, whose theme
was Urbanization, Shelter and Development: Towards an Enhanced Framework for
Sustainable Cities and Towns in Africa, reflected the political will in Africa to address at a
continental level, the challenge of urbanization and goal of sustainable human settlements.
The conference aimed at developing a concerted framework of action to guide and reinforce
individual national initiatives to manage, direct and harness the developmental attributes
of towns and cities. Minister of Housing Ms. Sisullu of South Africa was friend of Mrs.
Tibaijuka and made all the efforts to make this conference a grand success. After the success
of the AMCHUD conference Mrs. Tibaijuka asked me to work on organizing a similar
conference of housing ministers of Asia-Pacific region. I started working on it and it helped
when I met with the then Prime minister Dr. Man Mohan Singh and Foreign Affairs Minister
Mr. Natwar Singh of India in the UN General Assembly hall during world summit in 2005.
I briefed them about global politics and unless Indian become leader in economy or military,
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the chances to get a seat in the Security Council is not possible. India was leader in the
Non-aligned movement but now to take the leadership role in at least Asia-Pacific then only
case will be strong.  I visited Indian and worked with Ms. Selja Kumari, Minister for Housing
and Urban Poverty Alleviation (HUPA) for organizing a conference of Asia-Pacific Ministerial
Conference on Housing and Urban Development (APMCHUD).

The Asia-Pacific Ministerial conference on housing and Urban Development (APMCHUD)
was established through resolutions 20/2 and 19/3 of the governing Council of UN-Habitat
to convene the regional ministers conferences on a regular basis to understand and have
common position on the urban challenges of the 21st century, raise the profile through fostering
partnership among countries and report to the Governing Council on the progress made.
APMCHUD is an inter-governmental body at the level of ministers responsible for housing
and human settlements. UN-Habitat was promoting this forum for the speedy implementation
of the Habitat Agenda. The conference had a Bureau, Secretariat and biennial conference.
The first conference was held in 2006 in New Delhi, India. I was the co-ordinator for this
conference and working with the ministry from UN-Habitat side. India was our first choice
because India is a big country in this region, secondly it has huge problem of housing shortage
and slum dwellers. Finally, India is my country and that time UN-Habitat was not enjoying
good relation with India due to some misunderstanding and ego problems. Once it happened
that UN-Habitat organized a conference in Nairobi and Ms. Selja as Minister, Ms. Chitra
Chopra, Secretary (HUPA) and Mr. Pankaj Jain (Jt. Secretary HUPA) came to Nairobi to
attend the conference. Indian bureaucrats were very conscious of protocol and they expected
that Mrs. Tibaijuka would call the minister for a meeting in her office. Mr. Pankaj Jain was
good in instigating things and a bit confused person also. Normally, when any minister
comes to Nairobi they pay a courtesy call to the Executive Director. At that time Shelja was
Minister of State HUPA (Independent Charge). When Mrs. Tibaijuka met the minister and
shaking hands she had a cold hand and her attention was diverted to the Ambassador of
USA who was coming down from the wide stairs case built to come down to reach to conference
halls. She rushed to receive the USA ambassador and that was unacceptable to the minister
of India Kumari Selja. In diplomacy it is serious and the relation became sour if you give cold
hand. They cut the contribution of India from 100 thousand USD to 80 thousand USD.
Earlier to that India had lost the bid to get regional office for Asia-Pacific and that office was
won by Japan in Fukuoka. I had to cement all these also through the conference and to
encourage India to take lead in sustainable urbanization.

India was in the forefront from the beginning of Habitat and Dr. Ramachandran was the
first ED at USG level from 1978 to 1993 when former UNCHS (Habitat) was created in the
Vancouver conference in 1996. I visited several times to Delhi in that connection and worked
hard with the Ministry of HUPA. I convinced the minister and the secretary that it is beneficial
for the country and they should host it. By that time Secretary of HUPA was changed and a
very gentle man Mr. Ranjit Issar became the Secretary. He came to Nairobi to sign a MoU
with the UN-Habitat. The High Commissioner Mr. Surendra Kumar and Director in the
Ministry Mr. Hazari Lal were also very supportive to the hosting of this conference. I wanted
to make it grand so I put the condition that this conference should be held in Vigyan Bhawan
and President Dr. APJ Kalam should open the conference as the Chief Guest and the Prime
Minister Dr. Man Mohan Singh should give the valedictory statement. I assured to mobilize
as many countries as possible from Asia-Pacific region. I visited to Kathmandu to meet with
SARC Secretariat and called on the Housing Minister of Nepal, Mr. Gopal Man Singh. That
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was the biggest gathering ever of the ministers on one platform where Pakistan, China,
Afghanistan came in a big delegation and more than 40 countries participated in the 1st
APMCHD conference in New Delhi. Ms. Kumari Selja also did her best to make this conference
a grand success. She hosted reception in the old fort, which is a historical monument, but
she secured permission from the responsible ministry and superb cultural program was
organized. It was a great experience for me also. I had a big responsibility how to repay to
my country for this successful conference and spending a big money. The historical 1st

APMCHUD Conference was held as prosed from 13-16 December 2006 under the theme: A
Vision for Sustainable Urbanization in the Asia-Pacific by 2020. Four main topics were
deliberated in the conference: 1. Pro Poor Urban Governance and Planning; 2. Delivery of
MDG’s for Water and Sanitation; 3. Slum Upgrading; and 4. Financing Sustainable
Urbanization. The President of India Dr. APJ Kalam opened it and Dr. Montek Singh
Ahluwalia on behalf of the Prime Minister Dr. Man Mohan Singh whose flight from Japan
got delayed and could not arrive in time to Delhi to deliver the valedictory statement.

I lobbied with countries and proposed that India should be the Chairperson and secretariat
should be run from Delhi. Other bureau members should be based on the geographical
distribution. This proposal went through after manoeuvering and briefings to participating
ministers and Ms. Selja became the Chairperson of this forum and secretariat was established
in HUDCO in the India Habitat Centre at Lodi Road. I remained co-ordinator for APMCHUD
till my retirement in February 2014 and organized the biennial conferences hosted by various
countries in 2008, 2010 and 2012. On the basis of the first APMCHUD Conference in 2006,
when the next Governing Council Meeting came in 2007 and this time it was the tern of
Asia-Pacific for the presidency, we lobbied and finally succeeded in making Indian minister,
Kumari Selja elected the president of the 21st Governing Council of UN-Habitat in April
2007 in Nairobi, Kenya. My colleague and friend Mr. Guenter Karl played very important
role and supported our move in favour of India’s Presidency.

The 2nd APMCHUD was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, from 12-14 May 2008,
with the theme: ‘Sustainable Urban Development; Associating Growth with Equity and
Identity’. The main objectives of the conference were the exchange of viewpoints on policies
and strategies of a uniform mechanism for sustainable urban development with a focus on
the goals of the Millennium Declaration. The conference also focused on issues such as
prevention of expansion of urban residents living in slum while trying to encourage regional
and international partnership in support of the poor and the fight against urban poverty.

The 3rd APMCHUD was held in Solo, Republic of Indonesia, from 22-24 June 2010, with a
theme: ‘Empowering Communities for Sustainable Urbanization’. The objective of the
conference was to address the challenges of housing and urbanization in Asia and the Pacific.
In support of the theme of the conference, the working groups were divided into five groups
for discussion that addressed strategic issues in the Asia Pacific regions, as follows:

WG1: Community Participation in Planning and Governance.
WG2: Participatory Urban Slum Upgrading.
WG3: Delivery of MDGs for Water and Sanitation.
WG4: Financing Sustainable Housing and Urban Development.
WG5: The Role of Communities in Addressing Climate Change.
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The 4th APMCHUD conference was held under the patronage of His Excellency the Prime
Minister Dr. Abdullah Ensour, The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan who hosted the 4th Asia
Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban Development. This conference was
held in Amman organized by the Housing & Urban Development Corporation, Ministry of
Public Works and Housing from 10-12 December 2012, in close co-operation with the
APMCHUD Secretariat and UN-Habitat. Recognizing the role of the youth in sustaining
development policies, and understanding that information technology is the key actor of the
century, the conference was conducted under the theme : ‘Youth and IT in Sustainable Urban
Development’. As agreed in the earlier conferences, the conference focused on five main
housing and urbanization issues, addressed under the five working groups meeting in parallel
to discuss and produce the declaration and an action plan to be adopted by the member
countries. The five working groups were: Urban and Rural Planning and Management;
Upgrading of Slum and Informal Settlements.; Delivery of MDGs for Water and Sanitation;
Financing Sustainable Housing; Urban Development with a focus on Natural Disasters.
These working groups focused on the following sub-themes with special sessions that were
held during the conference to discuss the role and the involvement of youth, women and
information technology. These sub-theme were: Youth and IT in Urban Planning and
Management; Livelihood Opportunities for Youth; Youth and MDGs for Water and Sanitation;
Opportunities for Financing Youth-led (Sustainable) Development; Youth as City Changers
for prosperous cities.

On the other hand, two side workshops were organized on the role of youth and women in
the urban development process. Furthermore, recognizing the role of other non-governmental
organizations in developing the mandate of APMCHUD, two MOUs were signed with partner
Institutions: Asia-Pacific Union for Housing Finance (APUHF), Regional Centre for
Community Empowerment on Housing and Urban Development (RCCEHUD) and The
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), where presentations from their representatives were
also given at the panel on the first day of the conference. A field trip was organized on the
second day of the conference to Khadem Alharamain new city; which is a new urban
development in the Al Zarka governorate, constructed in partnership with private housing
developers/investors. One of the projects of the Royal Initiative, “Decent Housing in Decent
Living” was presented to the participants. The conference was attended by about 140
participants from 19 countries. Seven Ministers from Iraq, Iran, Samoa, Korea, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and the Maldives attended the conference.

The 4th APMCHUD conference concluded with two main documents; the Amman Declaration
and the Amman Implementation Plan, which signify the commitments of the governments
of the Asia-Pacific to the outcomes of the meetings and developing the actions and programmes
needed to implement such commitments. Considering the main issues under the conference
theme, the role of youth and ICT was mainly emphasized as part of the housing and urban
development process at all levels and procedures.

The management of UN-Habitat changed in 2010 and we had a new ED Dr. Joan Clos from
Barcelona, Spain from 18th October 2010. This is a culture in UN system that when any new
ED comes he/she will waste time in restructuring the organization and by the time it is
restructured and approved by New York, ED tenure is almost over. Dr. Clos also decide to
handover this APMCHUD conference to the region office of Asia-Pacific in Fukuoka, Japan.
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To handover this conference, I drafted a report with the brief history and what has happened
till now and from where to follow-up and that was published by UN-Habitat and now the
conference is being organized by the regional office in Fukuoka. I was deadly against it and
wanted that somebody at a senior level should be responsible from the Headquarters at
Nairobi for the APMCHUD otherwise it will die out. This is what happening.

I was always supportive and helpful to Dr. Tibaijuka. When Dr. Toepfer was retiring in
2006, I was called by Tibaijuka to meet her. She asked me to suggest for a town hall meeting
and Dr. Toepfer should address the staff and he should let the staff know who will be the
OIC and DG, UNON in his absence. If Dr. Toepfer does not cover this matter, I should ask
questions so that it will go on record and also to New York as a concern of the staff at UNON.
She was the senior most after Dr. Toepfer so she should get that post as an Acting Director
General and New York should confirm by a notification later on as per the Bylaws of the
UNON, DG post that the senior most USG at Nairobi will have an additional responsibility
of the DG of UNON.

Dr. Toepfer ignored this topic in the townhall meeting so I asked this question and I suggested
to him to not to leave the staff for speculation so he should adhere to the bylaws and issue a
notification before he leaves Nairobi. He assured me and the staff that he will do so and
inform New York with his recommendation. Mrs. Tibaijuka was notified as the Acting DG of
UNON and confirmed by New York to be the Director General on the basis of her seniority.
But after the appointment of Dr. Achim Steiner as ED of UNEP and having rough relation
with Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-moon, she was removed from the DG post and it was
given to Mr. Achim Steiner in March 2009 against the regulation. Mrs. Tibaijuka was very
upset and felt insulted. She lobbied with some African Head of States but nothing changed.
President Museveni of Uganda was very supportive to her as an African sister and close
tribe near great lake Victoria. She called me and explained the situation and begged for
support. We doctored the minutes of the Staff Union meeting where a lady Ms. Rhoda Atana,
a general service staff from UN-Habitat was the President of the staff union. It was resolved
that President with the Staff Union Advisor Dr. Markandey Rai will meet with the Secretary-
General and inform him that this decision of his is unfair and he should reconsider to revert
back.

We wrote to New York for an appointment with SG but we were not allowed. We were aware
that SG Mr. Ban Ki moon is coming to address the ICTR Tribunal in Arusha, Tanzania. I
was with the President Ms. Rhoda Atana drove to Arusha and I had already informed the
President of the ICTR Tribunal Staff Union at Arusha, Tanzania about our visit. He had
secured two seats on the podium behind the SG seat in the second row. I was not interested
in his speech and I walked out to explore some possibilities to meet the SG. I encounter with
the security officer from New York who was in-charge of security and protocol in this trip of
SG. I discussed with him and he assured me that he cannot allow me to meet him but I can
find my ways to greet him. He briefed me about the rout the SG will follow after his address
to the Judges and staff of the UN Tribunal at Arusha. He showed me the car by which he will
go to airport to fly to Congo. I was not interested in his other programmes of group photography
and we waited on the red carpet where he was coming down to brief the press and go by car
to the airport. As soon as he came down from the stairs case on the red carpet, I intercepted
the UN security and hold the SG hand for handshaking and explained the purpose of our
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visit to Arusha from Nairobi and conveyed that his decision is not right for the moment
because she is retiring in one year time and he has also to run for the second term as SG.
Being a lady from Africa she will go around and can damage some votes from African countries.
He got convinced and assured me to reconsider for changing his decision. However, on his
return trip from Congo and to catch his flight from the same airport at Entebbe, he encountered
with Mrs. Tibaijuka at the airport who was also returning to Nairobi from meeting with
President Museveni. Both talked and he convinced Mrs. Tibaijuka to accept to step down
and let Dr. Achim Steiner continue as DG of UNON. He further briefed her that the staff
that came from Nairobi was very powerful and convinced him to reconsider and to change
his decision. Mrs. Tibaijuka reported this to me when I met her in her office in Nairobi.

Mrs. Tibaijuka received a letter in this regards from SG office. But Mrs. Tibaijuka was an
activist and she wanted that the long-lasting permanent solution to this problem is to appoint
a separate DG of UNON and for that a post at USG level should be created by the UN
General Assembly. She was working at her level but she wanted that I should follow-up with
SG office and go to New York to meet him. Funds were collected through donation from staff
and she wanted that I should go to New York for lobbying with the former President of
UNCHS (Habitat) Staff Association Ms. Lilian Mboya and Rhoda Atana. Both had tented
image and enquiry was going on against them for fraud. I was fully aware that staff are not
suppose to lobby as per UN Staff Rules and SG can terminate the job of staff who are found
busy in lobbying in the UN Secretariat. International Civil Servants are under oath at the
time of joining to be abided by the Charter of UN and UN Staff Rules and not supposed to
lobby or work for a particular government. Secondly, I wanted not to go with these two ladies
who were found corrupt and some investigation was going on against them. SG office will
bring these issues and table these files then it will be very embarrassing for me to defend.
Finally, I wanted to go but on an invitation from SG office and not using funds from the staff
donations. I was approached by a Tanzanian colleague, Mr. Martin Barugarahe who was
close family friend to Mrs. Tibaijuka and he started proposing the terms and conditions for
my travel to New York and to impress upon me he said that this is what Prof. Tibaijuka
wants. I asked him to leave my office and tell Prof. Tibaijuka that I refuse to go under such
conditions. I asked him why he does not go if he is so concerned. I met Mrs. Tibaijuka after
a few days and I explained to her that I cannot be dictated about who will go with me and I
would not like to go without a proper invitation from the SG office otherwise his office will
not give me an appointment and secondly this will be a good reason to sack me from my job
for lobbing. She agreed whatever I said and we decided that I should write a letter to SG and
after receiving an invitation I should go to New York but not on the donation money from the
staff. I wrote a letter and invitation come to meet with the SG to explain the situation at
Nairobi and some possible solutions for the DG post of UNON. Due to other serious
commitments, funds problems and Mrs. Tibaijuka had also in reconciling mood; I did not go
to New York for this purpose.

The World Habitat Day 2009 was being celebrated in Washington DC onthe 5th October
2009. A series of events were lined up in Washington, D.C. to mark the celebration of World
Habitat Day (WHD) 2009 and to generate some goodwill and support from USA. This year’s
theme was “Planning Our Urban Future.” The official ceremony to launch the WHD 2009
was held at the National Building Museum in collaboration with the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), United States Department of Housing and Urban
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Development, The Rockefeller Foundation, and Habitat for Humanity. In parallel, I had
annual general meeting of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat (GPH). I with Ms. Axumite
went to attend that meeting and she represented the ED and I as the Co-ordinator of GPH,
addressed as well as covered the one-day meeting.

I thought that since I am in Washington DC, and I had invitation from SG office to come to
brief him on the situation at Nairobi Headquarters and suggest some possible solutions to
DG, UNON post in spite of rotation among two USG’s of UNEP and UN-Habitat. I called SG
office and I was invited to come to New York. I informed Mrs. Tibaijuka about the invitation
and she supported me to go to New York for a few days. I left by train and reached to
New York on 8th October 2009 and I stayed with my friend Dr. R.S. Malik in Freehold, New
Jersey. I had my meeting in the afternoon on Friday, the 9th October 2009 in the SG office at
3 pm. I reached Manhattan in the morning and passed by the Permanent Mission of India to
UN where my old friend Mr. Manjeev Puri was the Deputy PR to UN. We had tea together
and had brief meeting with him in his office and reached to SG office by 2.30 pm. After a few
minutes I was told that the meeting will be delayed by 1.30 hours and SG is out of New York
so meeting will take place with the Chief de Cabinet of SG, Mr. Vijay Nambiar, an Indian
Diplomat having that position and I had communicated with him several times since letters
to Tibaijuka were sent by him under his signature conveying the SG decisions. I thought
that it is good that meeting is being held with a substantive person who has to follow and
brief the SG if needed. The meeting started in a very cordial atmosphere and I briefed
Mr. Nambiar that rotation of DG of UNON post is not a long-lasting solution. If Nairobi is
having the same status as Geneva and Vienna Headquarters, so it should have a separate
DG post at USG level. No ED either of UNEP or UN-Habitat can do justice and they do not
have time for this position and this requires a full time head of UNON.

Secondly, which is more serious that UNON was created on a verbal instruction by Mr.
Boutros Ghali to Ms. Dowdeswell but there is no GA resolution for its creation. Mr. Kofi Atta
Annan announced in Nairobi in May 1998 in his first visit as SG that Dr. K. Toepfer would
be the DG of UNON as an additional responsibility to him. UN Headquarters at New York is
meeting the cost also from the Regular Budget funds which any country will question and it
will be very embracing situation for SG office to justify. The best solution for this problem is
to create a DG position at USG level by the General Assembly and all will be covered up and
illegal status of creation of UNON will become legal. Mr. Nambiar invited legal department
colleagues to contradict my statement but they affirmed what I was saying to him. Our
meeting lasted for about two hours and all agreed to my proposal to resolve the matter
forever. After a few months completing the formalities of creating a new post at USG level, a
new post of DG, UNON at USG level was created. Meanwhile, Mr. Achim Steiner continued
as DG of UNON as an addition change to him in addition to his ED post of UNEP. The first
full-fledged appointment on this post was by the Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki-moon after
approval of GA to Amb. Sale Work Zewde in 2011 and she remained DG till 2018 at Nairobi
UN Headquarters. A very simple and gentle lady who run the show very smoothly. She was
very keen to attend my farewell partly and listen to me. She revealed many secrets also
which the new staff did not know about my contributions in the creation of her post of DG,
UNON.

I had the opinion that when the SG appoints on the recommendation of UN General Assembly
any person at the senior position of ASG or USG level, that person should be given a good
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briefing or training on the Charter of the United Nations and the Staff Rules and Regulations.
That person takes several decisions everyday without knowledge of the system and rules
through which UN Secretariat is governed. These are mainly political appointments and the
normal tendency is to ignore the advice and go by their sweet will or by political will and
pressures. By the time they learn about the Staff Rules, their time is almost over and by that
time they have done several damages and committed many irregularities. That person leaves
the organization with the protection that nothing can happen after their retirement. They
recommend their successors who will not go against them even if they have done serious
blunders. I saw in the case of Dr. Klaus Toepfer who brought Dr. Achim Steiner as his
successor ignoring many brilliant candidates and there were tonnes of news in the media
how the deal was done in Dubai when SG Mr. Annan was also present in the meeting in
2009. Similar case was with UN-Habitat also. When Dr. Tibaijuka was leaving in September
2010 and on her recommendation Dr. Joan Clos, former mayor of Barcelona, was appointed
on the 18th October 2020 as the Executive Director of UN (Habitat). She was regretting later
on but damage had been done and the organization suffered due to his short-sightedness
and low caliber. He wasted time in the organizational reform. He appointed a committee in
the framework of ST/SBG/274 but without proper representation of staff or a human resource
expert form UNON. I wrote a letter after discussion in the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC)
on the issue to include staff representative and HR from UNON. As the Chairman of the
Joint Advisory Committee, I took many decisions which were very important and which I
wanted to implement at Nairobi duty station. Dr. Joan Clos wanted organizational review
and he constituted a committee with member of his choice ignoring the Staff Union
recommendations and any representative from UNON administration to advise him about
human resources. This matter was debated strongly and the Chairperson of JAC was
authorized to write a letter to the Executive Director Dr. Joan Clos to consider the
recommendations of JAC.

This debate went for a long duration and the reform could not be implemented because he
was ignorant of the process of reform and he was confidant due to verbal assurance from
Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary General. I told him in my meetings very categorically that
reform is a process and verbal assurance from SG will not help him unless the proposal goes
though the process and legal department and budget and finance committee approve it.
Since process took long and donor were waiting for the outcome so he could not attract funds
and he spent all the Foundation money and spreading the philosophy of “Do More With
Less” and he could not fill the vacant posts. The power was centralized in one hand and he
was completely dependent on a young girl Ms. Anna Moreno whom he had brought from
Barcelona. She was everything for him. He survived because he was from Europe and Spain
gave USD 9 million when he got this post. Later on his party lost the election in Spain and
he could not generate any fund even from his own country. His deputy Ms. Aisa K. Kirabo,
ASG and Deputy Executive Director was also his search as his deputy, a fresh in UN system
and former Mayor of Kigali, was equally ineffective and wanted to survive in the system to
get good salary and travelling all around the world was not daring to confront with him. One
time She was with me in Arusha for the African Chapter of the Global Parliamentarians on
Habitat (GPH) conference in the East African Parliament, 19-20 August 2013. The speaker
Margaret Zziwa of the East African Parliament in Arusha and the President of African
Chapter of GPH was the host of this conference. I invited Ms. Aisa Kirabo also to join and
represent UN-Habitat. My colleague Ms. Mariam Yunusa, a Nigerian was also with me to
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represent my Division. Ms. Aisa was staying in different hotel as an invited guest and she
invited Ms. Yunusa and me for dinner in the evening in her hotel. We were sitting near the
swimming pool for placing our orders and having dinner together. She started discussion
and she asked our frank opinion about her and the perception of staff about her. Yunusa
being in the UN system for long kept quite and said some good words about her. She turned
to me and repeated the same question. I replied that does she really want my frank and
truthful opinion and she said, yes. I told her that you are proving useless. You could not
learn UN system till now; you did not bring any funds and no new ideas. You are seen just as
if giving repeated commentary on what Dr. Clos has said. Our staff are not duffers. They
had heard and understood what Dr. Clos had said to staff in a meeting. You should either
add some more points or keep quite but not give repeated commentary. It is boring for us and
gives very poor image that you do not know anything more than what Dr. Clos speaks which
is all garbage. He is not a visionary leader. He speaks as a technocrat, which a junior staff
should speak. He speaks about the width of roads and footpaths in New York and other
cities. There was a silent atmosphere for a few minutes and Mariam got nervous. I opened
the discussion again and said to her that it was not my intention to insult you but you
wanted my honest opinion and I wanted to be truthful in my deliberation. She liked that and
the atmosphere became normal. On our return to our hotel Mariam was having no words but
to say that she cannot believe that I can be so daring to soot at a point blank range. I had
invited Dr. Anna Tibaijuka also and she happily came to Arusha with a big Chinese delegation
who were meeting with her in Dar-es-Salaam and they were friend of UN-Habitat and also
friendly to me also called Prof. Jiang Mingjun, an environmentalist and ecologist from Hong
Kong.

I never enjoyed good relation with Dr. Clos but he was admiring me from within. In a town
hall meeting with staff he was reporting about the difficult financial situation and how he
will not be able to sustain with staff contracts and many programmes have to be suspended.
I took the floor and asked what happened to the 35 million USD in the foundation, which
Mrs. Tibaijuka had left when she retired from UN-Habitat in September 2010? He had no
answer but after the meeting, all the finance people were instructed to give him a report on
the Foundation money, which I had mentioned in the town hall meeting. He kept all the
posts vacant when some staff retired. I was included in the review and reform committee of
the organization and we gave hard time to Deputy Executive Director and Nison who
represented the management. First we asked that Deputy Executive Director should not be
a member of this committee because she is Acting Executive Director at many times and she
has to make decisions as the manager. It is a matter of conflict of interest and she should
leave the meeting room for us to deliberate.

Dr. Ana Tibaijuka was a good person and very successful Executive Director who strengthen
UN-Habitat in the UN System and financially also. She was very aggressive in fund raising.
But she was not a diplomat. Her actions were as an activist. She had some behavioral and
cultural problems that she was not giving up being in UN on a diplomatic position also. The
act, which can be leveled as corruption, was not a corruption for her. She suffered an enquiry
and some embarrassment also but she was fighting to justify it. For example misuse of
official car and bill for her beauty parlor and personal call to her family members and relatives
was part of her official activities and expenditure. Her car was located in vegetable market
with some friends and relatives and on unanimous complains, an enquiry was set-up to
investigate the matter. Her argument was that Dr. Toepfer also does not have private car
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and he also uses his car for his personal work and entertainment of his guests. This was not
a justification though I also supported her that time. When she will travel someone has to
carry a petty cash and spend wherever she will ask to do including her personal shopping.
She did not carry her purse. One time she did shopping in New Delhi while attending a
conference and staying in Ashoka hotel. There was no enough money and next day we lumped
together to pay the bill and bring the items like silk sari and goods to hotel to be taken with
her. She will ask to give some tips to the hotel attendants and bellman and for that the staff
accompanying her had to meet those expenses. She was good in asking for donations and
follow-up on that herself or by her managers. On the occasion of her daughters marriage she
invited us to participate and her manager started chasing us for money. Everyone was
expected to pay a good sum of money in USD. Everybody had to pay for the dinner on the
night of ceremony and to pay for the hotel accommodation. She did not meet with anyone of
us or enquired about our comfort rather everyone went to say hello and congratulate her in
the reception. May be this is a matter of culture but I blame her for not understanding even
after joining UN system at the highest level. I do not understand what she will do with her
earning and savings. She suffered and paid a big price when she was a minister of Land,
Housing and Human Settlements Developments and she was removed by the President
Kikwete for the embezzlement of funds of USD 1 million which she took as donation in her
personal account. Other problem with her was that she was not good in identifying the right
person and she selected inferior and weak persons under her at the senior level. Dr. Joan
Clos was also her choice. She was biased towards African people when selection had to
make. Many can be counted who did not deserve and she brought to UN-Habitat and promoted
them to Director and Senior Directors level. They could not defend her or came out to support
her because of their weak personality. She moved one lady to the post of Chief of New York
office and another lady to the New York office who was most corrupt and taken loan money
from many staff at Nairobi and refused to pay. However, I have still good relation with her
due to her many good qualities also as a human being.

I retired from UN-Habitat Services as Chief of the Inter Agency Co-ordinator, Global
Parliamentarians and Trade Unions and also Co-ordinator for the APMCHUD conference. I
was given farewell party on the 5th of March 2014 and UNON Director General Ambassador
Sahle-Work Zewde was the senior most person at the Nairobi duty station to attend. She
stayed in spite of her busy schedule and appointments with some ambassadors till I finished
my speech. She acknowledged my contribution in the creation of the Director General of
UNON post where she was appointed in 2011. She also informed the staff that she always
respected and benefitted from my suggestions in running the affairs of UNON. I was open
access to her office anytime and we used to discuss issues and problems as a friend. At
present she is the President of the Democratic Republic of Ethiopia since 28th October 2018.
I wish her well. After farewell party I wanted not to stay in office for a single day. I had seen
many senior staff who were nervous and required counseling from me. I had seen Dr. Johal,
Mr. Khan even Mr. Chainulu and Mr. Joshi who were counting for their retirements and
they were feeling sick due to work pressure but when time for retirement approached nearer
they started looking for some favor for extension of contracts. I had seen many staff who
decided to stay in Nairobi after retirement, they will come daily to the campus because they
are access to as retired staff and they will go around for some favor from junior staff whom
they have recruited or promoted to get some return for that act of kindness. I left next day
after my farewell to USA as promise to Swami Swatantradeo ji of Vihangam Yoga to go to
New York with him to attend the meeting on Women Empowerment in the ECOSOC.
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Gaytri was in Nairobi and Dr. Pushpam Kumar with his wife Mansi working with UNEP
decided to take her to their house in Muthaiga. On my return I realized it and I was very
thankful to the couple. Anyway we were looking for some accommodation so that we can
vacate our house in Runda and sell unnecessary items, which we wanted to dispose off and
not to carry with us to India. Moving to Pushpam house was a good help as friend and to
short out the items to throw away or to carry with us to India. It was definitely some
inconvenience to them and Gaytri was not in a position to make decisions to throw or dispose
documents without me. I think they also started getting fatigue and we took some time to
check the documents and discard them. Other items were not important but I had collection
of material for more than 27 years and I am not good in throwing things without going
through them. We left many items for their use and consumption also. I had good collection
of wine, which was no use to me so we left for them in addition to several items, which we felt
that they can use them in their lawn, and fireplaces including in the guest bedroom. Our
Indian friends were speculating about the arrangements after I had vacated my house in
Runda and I did not feel necessary to inform them in verbatim. I used to give information, as
it was required and necessary. Somebody will ask whether I have rented house then what
about the furniture’s and I shall say that it is furnished house or it is my friend’s house. One
of my known person was introduced to Pushpam also in some gathering at my residence and
he was working with Mr. Kamalesh Patani and equally fraudulent person. He had promised
me to help to keep some items, which I can take with me in my next trip. He wanted that I
should leave my Toyota Prado car also with him and he will look for a good customer and I
should not sell in hurry. It was good that I sold the car on reduced price to a diplomat and got
payment in USD. Otherwise he may have done any fraudulent act. I left some carton of
goods and he promised that he will store at his place but when we left for the airport he left
those suitcases and cartons there with Pushpam, which I collected, in my next trip to Nairobi.
There was some misunderstanding due to some comments from our Indian brothers and
Pushpam communicated to me but he requested me not to ask Mansi. Next time when I
visited Nairobi I found them not so warm and I also decided not to contact or approach them.
I know that they are not social and confined to themselves. Due to me with them they had to
entertain some guests also and I thought that it will be beneficial to them but I think it did
not go well and we got disconnected. Pushpam called me when Gaytri passed away and I
was at home in Village Ujiar for the last rituals. He was recalling her timely suggestion to
him to go to his mother’s funeral and final rituals in Darbhanga, Bihar and many more
things.

When my book on the Challenges of 21st century was published and I was going to Kampala
for attending the Global Peace and Leadership Convention by the Global Peace Foundation
hosted by President Musaveni, I stopped in Nairobi and met with the new Executive Director
Ms. Maimunah Mohamed Sharif briefly in her office. She also launched my book and we
talked about my position of the Senior Advisor to UN-Habitat after my retirement. She was
pleased to know and welcomed my suggestions. The UN General assembly appointed
Ms. Maimunah M. Sarif on 22nd December 2017 and she joined UN-Habitat on the 22nd January
2018 on the post of Executive Director at the USG level. Earlier to this position, she was the
Mayor of Penang Island, Malaysia. I have been told that she is doing good. As a loyal staff of
UN-Habitat we feel our loyalty and allegiance with the organization. We always like to see
the UN-Habitat prospering and doing well in improving quality of life especially the poor
and slum dwellers.
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My Farewell Speech on the 5th March 2014 in the UN Office

My Dear Brothers and sisters,

Thanks for this fabulous farewell party and your kind words.

For me 22 years one month 10 days are just yesterday.

I lived every moment and worked here through my every breath.

I lived each day as if it was my last day so that when God calls me, I am ready to go with
clean heart.

UN-Habitat is my soul. I have nurtured it with my blood and I did not  allow any harm to it
by anybody including the Executive Directors.

I never lost my faith in it.

Give the world the best of you have, and it may never be enough, give the world the best you
have got anyway - Mother Teresa.

I have some quotes from Bhagwat Geeta on what is life which I always kept next to my table
and this guided me throughout my stay in UN-Habitat.

Life is challenge—Meet it

My ideals are Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, ……………
But I like leaders like: Fidel Cartro, Admed Nikjad  Saddam Hussain , Chave and Mugabe to
keep balance in global politics though I do not approve all their decision and acts.

I accepted appointment on 10th January 1992 and joined UN-Habitat on 20th January 1992.
I have honor to serve UN-Habitat very closely with all the Executive Directors except the
current one Dr. Joan Clos. I was appointed by the first ED Dr. Arcot Ramachandran. Before
that I was a professor.

I have seen all ups and downs in UN-Habitat and played active role in the life and history of
UN-Habitat.

I can proudly say that I am leaving behind some marks which will remain for many more
years to come such as the Global Urban Observatory (GUO) and City and Urban Statistics
which was started in 1992 ( resolution in the  13th commission of UNCHS in Harare, Zimbabwe
requested the ED of UNCHS to collect data at the city and urban level).

UNCHS Staff Association President (1996-2000)

Staff Union was created in 1999. I was the President from 2001-2003. Staff job security was
non-negotiable (meeting with Mark Hilderbrand as the Officer-in-Charge and I was the
President of the UNCHS Staff Association).
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Addressed the Governing Councils of UN-Habitat as the Staff President 2001 and 2003.

Participated in SMT as the President to represent staff of the Nairobi duty station.

Celebration of UN Staff Day beginned at Nairobi on the 24th October every year.

APMCHUD in 2006
Some monuments in this compound which were my imaginations and through my
contributions :

1. UNFCU in 2003
2. Memorial Garden
3. Recreation Centre

I have played very pivotal role in the Revitalization of the UN-Habitat in 1998-2000.

I had written Agreement with the Executive Director that nobody will lose job due to
restructuring of the organizations.

Wrote to SG to save UN-Habitat from its merger in UNEP in 1998 and lobbied with Staff
Presidents of NY, Geneva and other duty stations, GOK….

I have honor to meet with SG Mr. Kofi Annan several time on staff issues and to promote
UNON (DG post, Ban ki-Moon, first meeting in Arusha in 2009, invited to New York in
October 2009).

Always gave frank and honest opinion in the best interest of staff and organization to the
management whether they like it or not.

Because I am loyal to the organization and to the position of the Executive Director but not
to the person.

I never asked for any favour from any Executive Director and never went to meet with them
without invitation.

In my personal capacity, I am a Global Peace Ambassador, Member of the Global Leadership
Advisory Council of Global Peace Foundation (GPF) and like to promote peace and harmony
in the world and youth empowerment.

My future plan and mission is to promote Interfaith Council in UN for peace and harmony in
the world.

I shall be around for a couple of weeks to complete paper work and I have given word to
Anna to help in organizing the Round table for Parliamentarians in WUF VII which I am
doing from the beginning.

I am settling down in New Delhi and do some work to feel good. I have a very supportive wife
and wonderful son who is completing degree in Aeronautical Science from ERAU, Daytona
Beach, Florida USA in May 2014.

I am sure that our path will cross and we shall meet some times, you are most welcome in
New Delhi. My Home Address shall be: Flat no. 3101, Joy Apartments, Sector 2, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075, Mobile Number: + 91-9899479265
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Chapter  4

RETURNED TO I NDI A AFTER
RETI REM ENT FROM  UN I N 2014

There was a big debate and regular discussions about our post-retirement settlement. We
had three options in our hands. One option was to stay in Nairobi and to settle there, other
option was to settle in USA, and the final option was to return back to our motherland India.
We analyze the pro and cons of all these options and the places of choices and also took the
opinion of our friends who had retired before me and had chosen out of these possible options.
The majority of staff who settled in Nairobi, Kenya, still feels very attached to the UN campus
and they come almost daily to the campus for some services and also in search of some
consultancy work. They come for using the facilities in the campus of banking, post offices,
travel agencies and having tea, coffee and lunch also in the cafeteria. They come for
socialization also because they feel more secured and familiar with the environment in the
UN compound than going out to any other places. Many come due to some hobby also like
using the fitness club for exercise, Gym or massage and for relaxation in the recreational
centre. They look for some friendly staff that can buy for them items specially hard drinks
from the duty free UN Commissary because retired staff are not entitled to access the
Commissary. Some staff will oblige to use their cards to buy some drinks and household
items from the commissary on their entitlement cards for them. Many of these staff were
settled in Nairobi are from Europe and North America for avoiding taxes on their pension
income because there is a tax exemption in Kenya on the UN pension income. Most of them
marry with Kenyan young girls and abandon or divorce their European or American wives.
They say that African wives are cheaper to maintain than from their countries and it s a
matter of convenience to have a partner in Nairobi. They have a second home in their
respective countries and they spend some time in their countries also according to seasons
and weather conditions there. Normally, these staff will send their children to their original
countries for schooling because education is free till university level in almost all countries
of their origin. So, they take benefit both ways by avoiding income taxes and having free
education of their children in Europe and Americas. They maintain the citizenship of their
original country and get residency pass to live in Kenya.

Above all the quality of life in Nairobi is far better comparing to their country of origin in the
western world. They will have a big house, big car and support staff like house girls, driver,
gardener and security staff naming a few which they cannot dream in their county of origin.
Kenyan Government encourages UN retirees to settle in this country because they generate
employment to at least four to five persons. They spend foreign exchange in the country and
tourism and safari also flourish due to them. Though, Nairobi is among the expensive cities
of the world but cheaper than many European and North American countries and secondly
there is no tax, which saves about 35 percent of their pension income. They do not have
strong family ties and social life and attachment to the native place as we Indian have an
attachment and connectivity back home. They do not have so many festivals and social
functions also. They are more adventurers than us and can live at any place where they will
get their materials of choice for eating, drinking and be marrying. They can mix with any
color or race and can eat any food also. Their relationship is also with a purpose and there is
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rarely a continuity and permanency. They look for partners in their business and life is also
a business for them. We can say that they are more practical than emotional and that was
the reason they went to any remote unknown places by taking risk and they ruled the world.
We Indians are attached to some social orders and still believe in consistency and
permanencies in our relationships. Sex is also a matter of convenience for them and as one of
the necessity like hunger for him or her and there is no moral or principle attached to it.
They can change partners as and when they want and both party are free to do so. Anyway
one can say that they have more freedom of choice and enjoy life minus moral and character
values. Their children are also free after 18 years to choose whatever they want in their life.
Their government takes care of them from their free education to some stipends for
unemployment and parent are not responsible for their welfare and marriage and livelihood
etc. We Indians are attached to our culture of sincerity and honesty in our relationships with
wife and family. We are connected to our society and country. We like our festivals and
social functions. Indian wedding is a glamorous and very enjoyable in the marriage seasons
and it is luxury function in one’s life. We spent beyond our capacity in the wedding of girls,
which is not the case with European and Americans. Nairobi climate also attracts global
community to settle there because there is a very moderate weather throughout the year
and less pollution with plenty of greenery.

For us also there were two very important attractions for settling in Nairobi. One was the
climate that there is no cooling or warming needed in Nairobi. The entire building of United
Nation does not have any fan, cooler, air-conditioner or heating facility because these are
not required. The weather is so beautiful that morning and evening will be little cold and
during the day-time it will be little warmer but not to the extent that one needs cooling
appliances like air-conditioner or cooler. One needs a light blanket in the night throughout
the year. Since Nairobi is in the southern hemisphere below the equator and it has more
than 6000 feet elevation from sea level so combined with height and close to the equator
makes a very moderate climate of Nairobi. There are two rainy seasons when monsoon crosses
from South to North (March-May) and another when it crosses from North to South (October
-November). The month of June and July are the coldest months. We can get all type of
fruits throughout the years. Mangoes are ripping and again flowering and new fruits are
coming. Second attraction was the availability of trained support staff like house girls, security
guards and drivers. The house girls are well-educated because literacy rate is very high and
education up to 12 standard is free. Kenya spends highest percent of GDP on free education,
which is about 7 percent, and literacy rate is above ninety percent. This service sector is very
organized in Kenya and house girls will be punctual, well-behaved and well-dressed. She is
at least 12 standard passed and can speak Queen’s English since primary education is in
English language. We still miss both in New Delhi, which has nothing of its own including
the weather. If there is storm in Rajasthan desert and hot waves are coming to Delhi side it
will be very hot and if there is slow fall in Himalaya and cold waves are coming this side,
Delhi will be extremely cold. In Nairobi, fruits were of very high quality and variety of
flowers was in abundance. Kenya is the greatest producer of horticulture and floriculture
products. Some fruits we still missed here and may be if they are available in Delhi then
very expensive like passion fruits, avocado, pineapple, banana, papaya and plums were on a
throw away price and very good quality and natural in Kenya. They do not use fertilizers
and spray and use gasses to ripen the fruits. There is no adulteration and milk, butter and
Ghee are pure cow products. They are better in following hygiene and all the food items are
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kept in cover and they will not touch any items without gloves in hands or use the fork and
knife. I miss variety of Italian and French fresh breads and Italian sandwiches and Pizza
from woven operated by burning woods and not electric or gas one. Kenya has variety and
better quality food courts and shopping malls were the culture in Kenya long before it came
in India. They were advance in use of mobile phones and transferring funds through M-
paisa by a telecom company called Safaricom through which one can send funds in any
remote places, which can be collected from any designated kiosk. In India these facilities
came late and not as convenient as it was in Nairobi, Kenya that one can buy everything
from car to furniture to electronics to cloths, households items and have food also within one
roof. We have malls in India which is one building but several shops and one cannot get
everything at one place under one roof.

All said and done, we decide to connect with the roots and decided in favor of returning back
to India. We wanted to have our rural as well urban base in India. Whenever we came to
India we spent time in search for some possible alternatives for settling down. I had good
memories of Varanasi and some connections also. I wanted to settle there and we made
sincere attempts to get a plot of land near BHU for which I was dependent on my good friend
Dr. Umesh Chandra Rai who was teaching in BHU and a resourceful person. I transferred
funds also in his account and visited several times and we went around with him to see some
plots in Saket colony near Sankat Mochan temple but it did not materialize. It was a bit
difficult to take money back from a friend like Umesh ji. In my family there was nobody who
can take interest and do preliminary exploratory work before we come to India on holidays.
In one of our visit, I got a poor impression of Varanasi that there was no change in the city
landscape and no better infrastructure in nineties. There was no greenery and connectivity
with outer worlds was poor. Building a house was another difficult task because of prevailing
dishonesty and cheating in this sector. So, we decided to leave this idea of building a house
in Varanasi. I encouraged my eldest brother to look for a flat in Patna and return back to
Patna with family for the education of children but he was not supportive to this idea as
well. He was more comfortable in Buxar and Ujiar than in Patna. I have a plot of land also
in Patna near Kumharar and wanted that he should build a house and live there but nobody
in my family had time to go to see that plot including my younger brothers. All are busy and
anyhow pulling their life and no time for any other projects. I had to go to Patna to get the
boundary wall erected in the year 2018 and get possession of the land after my retirement
while I was visiting Patna to meet the Vice Chancellor for launching my book on the
“Challenges of the 21st Century”. I organized a meeting of Prof. Arun Kumar Sinha at the
sight and I invited Mr. Abhay Narayan Singh, my student and a senior police officer to come
there. That gave a lot of confidence to Arun ji and others and boundary wall was erected but
nobody from my family had time to visit there including my youngest brother Ramesh.

I and Gaytri were getting more clearer picture and in the year 2004 we were on home leave
in December and we decided to go around Delhi and decided to settled in Delhi but not to
built a house which is unpractical. We should go to buy a ready made flat from the builder,
which we should get before 2010 so that we can have interior work and furnishing done
much before our retirement time in February 2014. We explored all the areas including
Gurgaon, Noida, Central and South Delhi and Dwarka. We liked Dwarka area better than
any other areas and this met our requirements as well. We wanted to keep our contact
address of Delhi and not to the other sates keeping in view that services and law and order
shall be better in Delhi by all means comparing to Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. Secondly,
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location wise Dwarka is near to the international airport and possibilities of development
are more in Dwarka comparing to other areas, which have become very congested and densely
populated. Dwarka’s roads are wide and very green which is a planned sub-city, which has
better schools, hospitals, and communication and green parks. We intensified our search for
a good apartment and finally we zeroed down on this Joy Apartments because it is a big
apartment with about five bedrooms all with attached toilets and balconies. There is ample
parking space in the basement and slit and also green areas. No walls are common or connected
to neighbourhood with good architectural design and strength of building. It is a just a
penthouse with five bedrooms and all are in suits and with a balcony. This was the right
decision. We got the possession in 2009 in spite of 2008 due to some technical problems. Our
nephews, Bagi, Gugu and Harsh lived in this apartment till 2013. We gave the apartment
which had some basic work for the interior work fully to a builder and he did work under the
supervision of Bagi but we had to vacate the flat for a variety of work including plumbing,
electric wiring, plaster of paris, flooring and wooden work. It took longer time than we expected
as this sector is very disorganized in India and there is no honesty at all and mostly they are
cheaters. This is another serious problem that the builders do not handover a walk in flats
and after taking the possession of the apartment an expensive and time-consuming task of
interior design, woodwork and fixing all the appliances for making it livable are major task
ahead. Now, India has passed a regulatory bill and some monitoring mechanism have been
imposed on the builders to protect the public from exploitation and cheatings.

We came to Delhi in April 2014 but soon we left for USA to attend the convocation of Siddharth
on 6th May 2014 and had along tour of America with Mr. and Mrs. Ashbindu Singh. First we
went down to Miami and Key West and then to Orlando to Disney Land before convocation.
After attending Siddharth’s Convocation we went to many places such as Great Canyon and
Los Vegas, Los Angles and California by driving on road. From there we flew to Washington
DC and stayed for a few days with Dr. Ashbindu Singh before we returned to India. It was
still very hot here in New Delhi and Gaytri was not feeling comfortable. We were aware of it
and we were warned that we cannot survive in harsh weather condition of Delhi because we
have become unfit for any climate and place due to our long stay in Nairobi for more that 28
years. We had returned back to New Delhi knowing these challenges. We were cautioned by
our good friend and successful, businessman Dr. Manu Chandaria with whom we had good
relations. He invited us for a cup of tea on 5th March 2014 just after my farewell party was
over in UN office and he also requested us to stay back in Nairobi and we can do many
things including GPF work and his foundation work together. He offered me some incentives
but I responded that Dr. Chandaria ji that time has come for us to give or repay and not to
take anymore. We have decided to return back to India and we shall stay in New Delhi. In
this modern age of communication we shall be in touch and keep visiting and meeting
frequently. I invited him to come to Chandigarh for the Global Youth Peace Festival as the
chief guest. He was interested also but due to his old age and busy schedule he regrettably
could not come. I gave that opportunity to Dr. H. Dawda, my good friend and another leading
businessman from Kenya and Uganda who came and stayed with me in New Delhi and then
we went to Chandigarh for a week programme, which ended on 2nd October as usual. He was
widely covered in the media and newspapers and he was very satisfied with the reception
and treatment in India.

Gaytri was strong supporter of the idea of building a house in village Ujiar also, which
should be on a separate land, and we should manage it so that anybody who visits our family
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can live comfortably and have a cup of tea and enjoy hospitality. The condition we proposed
that this should be a house for everybody and of nobody. Everybody is the owner a long as its
use is concerned but nobody will claim a share and lock any room to claim the ownership. It
would be for the benefit of all members of the family but there should be no partition or
division of it. Fortunately, a plot of land was sellable next to our ancestors land and it was
purchased and construction was started in 2007. Though nobody was very serious rather
reluctant because everybody wanted to know which is my portion and for whom this is being
constructed but there was no such provision. The concept was that let us not divide our
ancestral house and leave that for those cousin brothers who cannot afford to built of their
own. But those family members who are well-off and can afford, they should build their own
house on the family land near to our old family house. Gaytri and myself decided not to take
the land also from our family land and purchase a plot of land and built a decent house on
that for everybody. Earlier my elder brother was looking after the construction work but
with no interest and ideas. After his retirement from service there was a pressure from his
wife and son’s also that let other do the work and he should be relieved.

My younger brother Ramashankar who is an Advocate but never did practice seriously and
now retired fully was given this assignment to keep him busy also. My mother died in this
house in October 2009 and he took care of her very well. Some more structure has been build
and fencing with barbwire has been done. Some plantation is also grown up and it had
become livable. Now, the problem is that after expiration of his wife Mrs. Prema Rai he does
not want to live alone and he is not enjoying good health also. He is so dependent that he
does not want to take a glass of water himself let alone a cup of tea. However, he is the one
taking care of house but not very active. Rest of the members including Ramesh never took
interest and never came to see whether the work is progressing in the right direction and as
per our expectations or not. He is overwhelmed with his own personal problems. All want
that there should be good facility in the village and they are not coming because there are
difficulties in living here but having no interest and only making complains. They never
think that who will build these facilities, which they are looking for in the village. Now,
everybody realizes that none of them have better facilities and house than at Ujiar in any
aspects either in quality, space or location. Its location is superb at the bank of holy River
Ganges on a plot of more than two acres land with greenery and big house with very spacious
bathrooms fitted with modern and most expensive appliances and furniture. This house we
can say that everybody has better facility and bigger facility than they have rented in their
respective cities and towns. Water is not a problem and we have submersible pump and
borehole also for water supply. Electricity is now reliable and it has been resolved by installing
a private transformer exclusively for us. But in some functions when we are there we have
the arrangement of back-up generators. Gaytri and myself felt very proud that we built this
house to respect our ancestors and to remember the sacrifice of our family, which made us
like this. We owe a lot to our family and their sacrifice for our quality education and our
upbringing and teaching us to live with a value based life without fear and complexes. I
salute my parents especially for my mother and Babuji’s for their sacrifice and dedication.

After our return to New Delhi in May 2014, I had an opportunity to meet Dr. Ravi P. Singh,
Secretary-General of Quality Council of India and he offered me an honorary post of the
Chainman of BMO of the National Accreditation Board for Education and Training (NABET).
I am still a special invitee of the NABET Board. Dr. Joan Clos, ED of UN-Habitat also send
a letter the Ministry of Housing on the 3rd July 2015 confirming that I shall support the
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UN-Habitat activities as a Senior Advisor in India and Dr. Douglas Ragan also appointed
me to be the Special Advisor to Youth Programme. I went to Melaka, Malaysia for attending
the Youth convention and helped to the extent possible to our colleague Mr. Alan Grimard
who was posted here in Delhi to represent the agency. Leter on he moved to Rio sensing
some danger of security of his position. Now. a national officer keeps in a low profile runs the
UN-Habitat office since there are no funds for activities. It is a great concern among the
retired senior staff from India that in spite of their loyalty to the organization and availability
without any expectation, they are not invited to any function or seminars. One time I knew
about one workshop jointly organized with the Ministry of Housing from my friends from
U.K. Mr. Deo Virdee when he came to Delhi to attend that workshop. We were not aware of
that programme that I checked from other retired staff also. I wrote to the present ED Ms.
Maimuna Mohamad Sahrif, but there is no response so far on the status of ours.

I am currently the President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Indian Council for
International Co-operation for the last two years. I met the Secretary General Mr. Shayam
Parande ji and Amb. Dayakaran in the Indian Diaspora meeting in Gandhi Nagar in January
2015 and I was invited to join the Antar Rashtriya Sahayog Parishad (Indian Council for
International Co-operation) at 50, Deen Dayal Upadhayay Marg. I knew Shyam ji and Amb.
Dayakar for a long time. I became member and now I have been assigned this responsibility
by the President, Amb. Virendra Gupta and the General Secretary Mr. Shayam Parande ji.
We are working to improve India’s relationship with BIMSTEC countries and other friendly
countries of India at the first step then to expand it to the whole world. We have organized
several seminars and conferences on Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan and want to do more to
get people to people contact strengthened and how can we promote the Indian philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. The ARSP is working on many fronts under the able leadership
and our co-operation is there for reaching out to Indian Diaspora and our friendly people
globally.

Currently, I am the Chancellor of the Global Open University Nagaland at Dimapur and
also of the Indira Gandhi Technological and Medical Sciences University, Ziro, Arunachal
Pradesh. I have keen interest in promoting quality education and wanted to build my own
institution for prompting my vision. This was the reason that we started YouthVall Project
in Raipur, Chhattisgarh with Vihangam Yoga ashram, which went very well initially but
due to short sightedness of Naamdeo ji younger son of Swami ji that could not become the
centre of excellence and to replicate this model in other states and countries also. This was
an excellent idea and this was the vision of Swami Swatantra Deo ji but lack of vision and
ill-experience that an institution cannot and should not be run on the model of Asharam
which was the main reasons that it did not reach to its zenith. The problem with Naamdeo ji
is that he jumps from one sector to another and wants to be a billionaire overnight. His
primary aim is not service to humanity but to earn money anyhow. He is in herbal cosmetic
and heath products, he want to enter in global wellness tourism, he wants some time to go
into journalism, he explores possibilities for raising funds in some foundations and sometime
wants to catch international influential personalities for a big favor in cash or kind. In my
discussion I was trying to be honest and to suggest him to concentrate in one sector and not
to jump from this branch to that. During last Kumbh festival, he had put Swiss tents on a
plot of land and attracting foreigners to come and experience the ashram life with healthy
food and practicing Yoga, Yagya and Meditation. I hope he is progressing well in this direction.
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More serious thing is that his relationship is with some purpose and once the purpose is
fulfilled then they will abandon you. Anyway that project died out its natural death. I am
aware that this is normal practice in almost all the ashrams and with Swami’s. There is only
one-way traffic to take wealth and sell the dreams to innocent people by making them fool.
These institutions do not know how to give back and to spend. They accumulate wealth as
their personal property and live in luxury with big cars of expensive models, expensive
bungalows, dress and sending their children to top schools. They secure wealth for the coming
many generations to enjoy and live with comfort. Now, the perception of Baba’s is changing
and many are behind the bars for their involvement in criminal activities and sexual
harassments of ladies followers. They are doing more harm to the people and society than
benefit. They are dividing people than uniting them as one family of God.

I encountered Prof. Priya Ranjan Trivedi ji who is the founder Chancellor of Nagaland Open
University and Indira Gandhi Technological and Medical Sciences University, Ziro, Arunachal
Pradesh in a function in the India International Centre (IIC) and we got attracted to each
other. We met again in a meeting with Swami Agnivesh on Sansad Marg near Indian
Parliament for Prof. Glen Martin agenda of the Federation of Earth or the World Parliament.
Again we felt the urge to meet further more.  He invited me to some functions and I happily
accepted and actively participated in that. We had some time to know and understand each
other. I was also keenly interested in an opportunity where I can realize my dreams of
quality education after setback from the Youth Project in Raipur which I had devoted a lot of
energy and time but due to external reasons and no serious commitments from the Vihangan
Yoga Ashram side it was not successful. This Indira Gandhi Technological and Medical
Sciences University (IGTAMSU), Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh  was in the hands of week managers
and badly handled because Dr. Trivedi ji had lost his interest in this institution. He had
really done a great service to the people of Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland and he had
worked hard and spent his hard earned money to open this University in Ziro where reaching
is a nightmare still today and he was going there since 2002 and University Act was passed
and assented by the Governor in 2012. He offered me the post of Chancellor and we decide to
go together to Ziro to have a first hand experience. We were told many stories about how the
local people are hostile and against outsiders. We stayed in circuit house and monitored the
situation. We felt that all the fear is imaginary and has been created intentionally to keep us
away and we can cope with all the challenges. For this we had to change the current
management who had made the University a family affairs. Chancellor Er. Arvind Kumar
Das and his family were holding all the top positions and eating out all the income and they
were anti-development also.

We appointed a new Vice Chancellor Dr. Mridula Saikia Khanikor from Guwahati to replace
Dr. Arvind Kumar who was found involved in illegal activities and siphoning funds from
University also. Dr. Trivedi asked the Chancellor Das to resign and we removed his son
Ashish also from the Pro Vice Chancellor post because there was no such post in the Act of
the University. Er. Das two daughters were sabotaging and fraudulently transferred money
to their accounts and some funds were missing and not credited to the University Account.
They were signatories and decision-makers also at the same time, which was a conflict of
interest and they were ganging up with local opponents of the University. With great
difficulties we managed to terminate their jobs after some investigation. They were pretending
very powerful initially because of their connections with some local politicians but all were
neutralized because of influence of Prof. P.R. Trivedi ji and our support.
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In our next visit to University in Ziro, we called a meeting of staff and I was appointed the
Chancellor and Dr. Utkarsh Sharma was appointed Pro Chancellor of the University. We
made several trips to Ziro and met with the Governor, Chief Minister, Education Minister
and the Director High education, Secretary Education at both political and the bureaucratic
levels to inform the status of the University and to brief them about the development agenda
of the new management team. Things are progressing and moving forward in positive
direction. We have sensitized the government about the land issue and other problems.
There is a general impression that our University is moving a bit slow but we are not involved
in any scandals and short-cut to earn money. We are there to educate people and to spread
knowledge and to empower them especially the youth. A lot can be done and we are planning
to move with the demand of the hour. Every time we go to Ziro, we make sure that we stop
over in Itanagar and meet with available ministers and bureaucrats and appraise them with
the developments and difficulties. Dr. Trivedi has appointed me the executive Director of
the World Spiritual Parliament. I have been appointed National Chancellor of India of the
International Association of Educators for World Peace (IAEWP). I feel honored to work
with him - a great Educationist and Philosopher who has created several institutions and
organizations in all part of India and many palaces in the world.  It  is my pleasure to spend
time with him. Last year when he was recovering from some treatment of kidney
transplantation in Chennai, Gaytri and myself visited him and stayed with him to boost up
his moral. He is Karam Yogi and he does not need any encouragement but we wanted to play
our part. He suggested us to go to Tirupati Balaji and after successful completion of our trip
he further advised to go to Mahabalipuram and then to Rameshwaram and also to
Minakshipuram. It was so nice to visit those places that Gaytri was very happy and fully
satisfied. We returned back to Delhi because Siddharth was reaching to Delhi on 19t h

November 2019 and in any case we wanted to return to Delhi by 18th November 2019 to
receive him.

Siddharth visit in November 2019 for about a month was also very memorable. After a long
time he had got some longer holidays before he had to join a new job with Republic airline in
Columbus, Ohio after his return back in New year 2020.  He wanted to meet the family
members and spend value time with them. We went to Bhagalpur and then to Deoghar for
his JANEU Ceremony. We were told by priests that there is no auspicious date for this
function. However, it can be performed in Deoghar temple of lord Shiva anyday and any
time. We wanted to do that and we left for Deoghar early in the morning from Bhagalpur
and we had all the arrangement made by the priest of the temple and it was successfully
solemnized in three hours time after darshan of the Baba Baijanath ji. We had lunch in
Deoghar town and returned to Bhagalpur by evening. Ramesh and Renu also accompanied
us for this ceremony. From Bhagalpur we came to Ujiar and stayed here for three days and
we arranged some puja and party for family and close friends. He went to Ghazipur also
with his mummy and myself and returned by evening after meeting with everybody available
that time. We returned to Delhi and after a few days he flew back to USA. His marriage was
fixed on 21st June with Mehdi on 19th and Sangeet on 20th June 2020. Due to Corona virus
crisis we had decided to postpone it in October 2020 but the way this crisis has engulfed the
whole world and USA that we are agreeing to differ it further for next year early in March
2021. Meanwhile my wife Gaytri passed away on Monday the 11th May 2020 and the whole
family is mourning, we are not in a position and mood to go for a wedding. We have agreed
that let it happen next year 2021. Hopefully by that time things will be different and travel
will be possible and time will heal the wound.
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As I mentioned earlier that I am settled in Sector -2, Dwarka, New Delhi and I devote more
time in writing and giving motivational talks, participate in debates and discussions etc.
During this period I have authored alone and in joint authorship also about ten books on
various aspects starting from the “Challenges of the 21st Century” in two volumes which was
launched by the then Executive Director of UNEP Mr. Erik Solheim in the UNDP office in
New Delhi on the eve of the World Environment Day on the 5th June 2018 in which was
hosted by India in Vigyan Bhawan. Ministers Dr. Jitendra Singh and Mr. Suresh Prabhu
also launched this book in the India International Centre, Lodhi Road. My latest books are
on the Population and Development, which was, published this year and also a book on the
Unemployment, Cause, Effect and Solutions in the co-authorship with Dr. P.R. Trivedi et.al.
This book was launched on the 13th March 2020 in the India International Centre Auditorium
by the former Governor of Jammu and Kashmir and current Chairman of the IIC as the
Chief Guest in a function to celebrate the 70th Birthday Anniversary of Dr. P.R. Trivedi. A
grand book on his life and achievement was also launched in the same function.

I have been recognized and given several awards for my contributions in the field of
environment, spirituality, higher education, business managements, Journalism and films.
I not only received awards but gave also awards to many. I remember that I had opportunity
to give awards on behalf of GPF and its Chairperson Dr. Moon to Hon, Kirsten Ilyumzhinov,
first President of the Republic of Kalmykia in the Russian Federation from 1993-2010 and
the President of the World Chess Federation (FIDE) since 1995. I have given award for
exemplary and innovative philanthropy award to Dr. Manu and Aruna Chandaria, a well-
known name in Africa in business, philanthropy, and charitable work. I also gave award to
Dr. Mawangi S. Kimenyi, Senior Fellow of the Brookings Institute Washington DC from
Kenya for his work among many others. I was instrumental in connecting GPF with many
like minded organizations in India and supervised and guided the GPF office in New Delhi
as its trustee from the time of its creation on my advise. The two important MOU, which
were signed, were with the World Spiritual Parliament (WSP) and with the Nagarik
Foundation. First was signed when GPF President Mr. Jim Flynn and Mr. Aya Goto visited
New Delhi. The MOU with Nagarik foundation was signed by Mr. David Caprara from GPF
side and Mr. Deepak Dwivedi from Nagarik Foundation in 21st  December 2017. I was
appointed as Senior Advisor of the Indo-Latin American Chamber of Commerce (ILACC)
New Delhi in January 19, 2018 to promote and guide the organization.

We have widely travelled to the various corners of India and the globe on invitation and on
personal accounts for pilgrimage and socialization. I was in regular contact with Dr. Arcot
Ramachandran and visited Bangalore to meet him whenever I got an opportunity. I was
with him to meet him and to get his message for my book on the “Challenges of the 21st

Century”. He was the right person to sign a message to my book. After a week he passed
away and that was the last signature he did on his message to my Book. How fortunate I am
that I met him in the last days of his life and spend some time with him. I stayed for a night
and on the next day he did not open his eyes and could not talk to me. I left for Kathmandu
for a conference and while I was meeting with my friend on lunch at his house, he enquired
about Dr. Ramachandran and wished to get his number. I called Dr. Ramachandran number
and got the information that he has passed away a few hours before. It was no surprise to
me. I prayed God to give a place in heaven to this great soul. I have a great respect for him
and his wife Madam Sushila Ramachandran and I was fortunate that he liked and respected
me more than anybody. These memories give me strength and courage to live and do more.
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I have seen loss of lives in my family. My younger brother’s wife Late Prema Rai passed
away due to massive brain hemorrhage in 2017 and this year on 11th May 2020, I lost my
wife Mrs. Gaytri Rai due to unknown reasons and doctors suspect that it was possibly due to
massive silent cardiac arrest. I found her in the bathroom while taking shower on the
11th May in the morning at 11:30 am. I felt helpless for an hour and could not save her in
spite of the fact that I was sitting in my study room which his next door and attending calls
and reading e-mails. I had never expected her departure like this and so soon.

For few days I was regretting that why I could not reach her earlier and could not hear the
sound if any. But slowly I have accepted the will of God and I think there is nothing in our
hands. We cannot do anything at all. We can only pray to give us strength to bear this loss
and the gap, which cannot be filled in this life. Only thing I have decided to use this bonus
time in search of truth and service. I want to move on the path of spirituality with a Guru
whom I am searching and I am sure I will get him/her.

We have started a society called the Global Asia Knowledge Initiatives (GAKI) after several
rounds of discussions, which has a Board of Trustees and Executive Committee with myself
as the President of the Board. GAKI is a non-profit and non-political organization. Its aim is
to create a dynamic knowledge disciplines, locales, cultural and communities. The vision of
GAKI is to create a dynamic and sustainable knowledge ecosystem around the idea of Global
Asia and the mission is to producing and developing innovative knowledge around the idea
of Global Asia through a variety of institutional and non-institutional initiatives across
discipline locales, cultural and communities. The website is developed and functional.  One
can visit www.gaki.in. for a detailed information. Soon the activities will start and some
staff recruitment has been done to take care of a regular and routine work is in progress.
Due to lockdown other formalities are delayed but all are in process and hopefully it will be
materialized soon.

These positions of Chancellor of the Global Open University Nagaland, India Gandhi
Technological and Medical Sciences University in Arunachal Pradesh and President of GAKI
will be helpful in giving some satisfaction of service and also enlighten me with knowledge.
These positions have potential opportunity to realize my vision and devote my time without
any expectation but to give and to learn which is a dynamic process for Movement - “Charaiveti
Charaiveti” as Veda has said very rightly. I am the Vice Chairperson of the Mahamana
Madan Mohan Malviya Mission for NRC Delhi and I am devoting more time in promotion of
quality higher education in India, which was the vision of Mahamana. We organize webinars
and discussions from eminent educationist to hear their views and recommendation on
promoting better education for all. The Indian Council for International Co-operation through
its activities also keeps me busy in various activities and programs. I am playing active role
as the Chairperson of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Council in organizing webinars
and strengthen people to people contacts globally to promote the philosophy of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam.”

We have registered a trust Markandey-Gaytri Rai Trust to realize our dream. We are already
doing many charitable and philanthropic works but wish to do more in a systematic manner
to assist and support the needy children and old people for their welfare and up-liftment.
Our main focus is mainly in the areas of education to poor but talented students in rural
areas, providing health facilities and support, marriage of girls, food and cloths for the poor

http://www.gaki.in.
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people. Since my wife Gaytri has passed way so I have to appoint a trustee as the provision
in the document for running this foundation. An account is already open and functioning
but no much activity till now. I shall concentrate on the proper functioning of the trust and
funds availability for the activities. It has a wide scope to outreach youth and senior citizen
in the rural areas.

The Global Peace Foundation had paid befitting tribute to Gaytri Rai by organizing global
peace prayer in her memory and executing two programmes in Africa in her name. One in
Nigeria on Mrs. Gaytri Rai Memorial Livelihood Project for Nigerian Women in Kaduna at
Kaninkon Chiefdom, which had trained 40 poor women and gave 10000 Naira each to start
their own business on the 17th June 2020. This program was funded by Global Peace Women.
In Kenya also a feeding program to poor is also going on in her name. I shall give more time
to these projects and would like to visit Nairobi and Abuja to monitor these programmes. I
am deeply committed to execute and strengthen GPDSA with more activities in many Asian
countries and African continent. I salute GPF and GPDSA for this gesture for my wife Late
Gaytri Rai.

Dr. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at t en din g Mar r i age i n  New Yor k
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Chapter  5

CONCLUSI ON

I always think about the mystery of life and what life wants from me. When I was performing
the last rituals from funeral to the final feast for Gaytri, many thoughts occurred in my
mind and heart. Performing all the rituals and observing all the rules and discipline for two
weeks was a new experience for me and I encounter with the truth of life once again. In the
morning of Monday, the 11th May 2020 till a few hours in the late morning, a living person
who was so close and dearer to me was transformed into ashes and the irony of the fact was
that I myself took the responsibility to put fire in her mouth and lit her pyre and with deep
pain I said goodbye to her. This period was a very long period for me and it gave me an
opportunity for my self-introspection and reflection on my life. I was feeling her presence
and fragrance all around and her presence by my side all the times as if she is reminding me
about my duties and saying that death is not the end of life. Soul does not die but it changes
the body and this is not the end of the cycle of death and birth. This process continues, we
unnecessarily and due to our ignorance feel sorrow and repent. There is no reason to be in
this state of deep sadness and one has to move ahead to complete the unfinished dreams,
which we have seen together. We shall meet again so develop yourself so that you can recognize
me when we encounter again. You can see me everywhere; in the air, in the plants, in the
flowers, in the mountains and rivers; everywhere in the nature and all over the sky in the
stars, moon and sun. You need that eye and ear to feel, experience and see me. Develop that
power is the direction you should move.

Complete surrender to God and his will; live like an unattached person from the worldly
matters and work, as service to God will help you in getting that strength and power. All the
times I wanted to recite this religious hymns, which says:

vc l kSai  fn; k bl  t hou dk]
l c Hkkj  r qEgkj s gkFkksa esa]
gS t hr  r qEgkj s gkFkksa esa]

vkSj  gkj  r qEgkj s gkFkksa esaAA

esj k fu’ p;  gS cl  , d  ; gh]
, d  ckj  r qEgs i k t km¡ eSa]

v i Z.k d j nw¡ nqfu; k¡ Hkj  dk]
l c I; kj  r qEgkj s gkFkksa esaAA

t ks t x esa j gw¡ r ks , sl s j gw¡]
t Sl s t y  esa dey  dk Qwy j gs]
esj s l c xq.k nks"k l efi Zr  gksa]

d j r kj  r qEgkj sa gkFkksa esaAA
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; fn ekuo dk eq>s t Ue feys]
r ks r sj s pj .kksa dk i qt kj h cuw¡]
bl  i wt k dh , d&, d j x dk]

gks r kj  r qEgkj sa gkFkksa esaAA

t c&t c l al kj  dk dSnh cuw¡]
fu"dke Hkko l s d j e d : ¡]
fQj  var  l e;  esa i zk.k r t wa]
fuj kdkj  r qEgkj sa gkFkksa esaAA

eq> esa r q> esa cl  Hksn ; gh]
eSa uj  gw¡ r qe ukj k; .k gks]
eSa gw¡ l al kj  ds gkFkksa esa]
l al kj  r qEgkj s gkFkksa esaAA

vc l kSai  fn; k bl  t hou dk]
l c Hkkj r  r qEgkj sa gkFkksa esa]
gS t hr  r qEgkj sa gkFkksa esa]

vkSj  gkj  r qEgkj s gkFkksa esaAA

Ab Saup Diya Es Jivan Ka,  Sab Bhar Tumhare Hantho Me,
Hai Jeet Tumhare Hantho Me, Aur Har Tumhare Hantho Me,

Mera Nischay Hai Bas Ek Yshi, Ek Baar Tumhe Pa Jau Mai,
Arpan Kar Du Dunia Bahr Ka, Sab Pyar Tumhare Hantho Me.

Jo Jag Me Rahu to Aise Rahu, Jaise Jal Me Kamal Ka Phool Rahe,
Mere Sab Gun Dosh Samarpit Ho, Kartar Tumhare Hantho Me.

Yadi Manav Ka Mujhe Janm Mile, To Tere Charano Ka Pujari Banu,
Es Puja Kee Ek-Ek Rag Ka, Ho Tar Tumhare Hantho Me.

Jab-Jab Sansar Ka Kaidi Banu, Niskam Bhav Se Karam Karu,
Phir Ant Samay me Pran Taju, Nirankar Tumhate Hatho Me.

Mujh Me Tujh Me Bas Bhed Yahi, Mai Nar Hu Tum Narayan Ho,
Mai Hu Sansar Ke Hantho Me, Sansar Tumhare Hantho Me.

Ab Saup Diya Es Jivan Ka, Sab Bhar Tumhare Hantho Me
Hai Jeet Tumhare Hantho Me, Aur Har Tumhare Hantho Me.

It was true that I was not able to sleep for a long hours and used to wake up by 2.30 am
everyday and after getting afresh and brush my teeth, I liked to walk to the bank of river
Ganges to sit under a banyan and peepal tree in my farmland to recite Maha Mritunjay
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Mantra and Aghor Mantra of Om Namah Shivay for her salvation. I was feeling good that I
am doing something for her soul for salvation and rest in peace.

Now, sitting in Delhi and due to CORONA pandemic, my movement is restricted and domestic
or international travel is not allowed, I have plenty of time for looking deep into my life as a
spectator. I feel that all had happened till now as if somebody, I may call by any name, as
pre-decided for me. I had no choice and I did not choose from my birth to education to job to
marriage and now retirement from UN services. I am still doing many things and enjoying
confidence of many people on various positions in India and internationally. What is this? I
was feeling happy on my success and sorrow on my failure but nothing was in my hands.
Now, I am realizing that I got everything as if granted by some power. I was ignorant and
not so conscious about that angle.

In Gita Lord Krishna has advised to Arjuna to live in Samatava Bhava and accept whatever
you get as a gift of life because there is nothing under your control. We are responsible for
our Karma. Do your karma in this immortal world and embrace everybody with love, service
and sacrifice. We did not come in this world with anything and we shall leave it with empty
hands. Whatever we got, we got from here and shall remain here and we shall depart to
heavenly abode with empty hands. I have to learn to be detached and slowly give up the
worldly pleasure and lust to transform my attention to the Supreme Power. However it will
not happen without his mercy. I can pray for it but I shall get it or not is not in my control.
God knows better when and what to give. My prayer is now:

og ’ kfDr  gesa nks n; kfu/ks] dÙkZO;  ekxZ i j  MV t kosa]
i j &l sok i j &mi dkj  esa ge] ; g&t hou l Qy cuk t kosaA

Wah Shakti Hame Do Dayanidhe, Kartvya Marg Par Dat Jawe
Par-Seva Par-Upkar Me Ham, Yah Jivan Safal Bana Jawe.

I am bit in hurry now and I have learned a lesson that life is just like a water bubble and it
can burst anytime and disappear as it happened with Gaytri and others in this world. Life is
fragile and temporary to the extent that we do not know whether next breathing will come or
not. I had my earlier practice also that I do not wait for tomorrow and unless I am convinced
that I have done something today I do not feel that I have earned and deserve my dinner
that day. My system do not allow for delay or waiting for any work. I have no patience that
is why I am not good in waiting in a queue or for my tern or appointments. I tried my best to
learn but I could not. Now, I do not want also but to expedite and do more and more; give
more and more; walk more and more. I have miles to walk before the sunset. If life is a
journey, I want to enjoy it. If life is a mystery, I want to unfold it. I want a favor from the
Almighty Supreme God to:

Lead me from Untruth to Truthfulness,
From Darkness to Divine Light,

From Death to Immortal
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 D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  Rai
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Chapter  6

PI CTORI AL  PRESENTATI ON OF FAM I LY

1970 : Gayt r i  Rai 1970 : Gayt r i  Rai

1989 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
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1970

1970 : Gayt r i  Rai  at  Col l ege, Gh azipu r 1970 : Gayt r i  Rai  at  Col l ege, Gh azipu r

1971 : Gayt r i  Rai’s St u t i o Ph ot ogr aph  at  Gh azipu r
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2004 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

2011 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

2003 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai 2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

2015 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
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2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai2015 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai



129

2011 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  Rai

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai 2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
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1972 : Mar k an dey Rai  i n  BHU, Var an asi1970 : Mar k an dey Rai  i n  BHU, Var an asi

1979 : Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Pat n a Un i ver si t y
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1980 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai 1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai ,
Pr esiden t  of St aff Un ion

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai ,
Pr esiden t  of St aff Un ion

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t  of St aff Un ion , Nai r obi
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2011 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai

20009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai ,2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
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1993 : Siddh ar t h  Rai 1999 : Siddh ar t h  Rai

2001 : Siddh ar t h  Rai2001 : Siddh ar t h  Rai
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2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai

2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai  i n  L on don

2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai
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2003 : Siddh ar t h  Rai  i n  Nai r obi

2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai 2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai

2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai  i n  Par i s
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2002 : Siddh ar t h  Rai

2004 : Siddh ar t h  Rai

2003 : Siddh ar t h  Rai

2004  : Siddh ar t h  Rai
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1971 : Gayt r i  Rai’s Por t r ai t  fr om St u dio at  Gh azipu r

1971
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1972 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

1972
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1973 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai’s at  Gh azipu r

1973
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1976 : Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  Cou sin  Br ot h er  an d Si st er -i n -L aw

1976
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1980

1980 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t edn in g a Con fer en ce i n  BHU, Var an asi
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1984

1984 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Colombo, Sr i  L an k a
at t en din g a cou r se on  Agr i cu l t u r e St at i st i cs

1984 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of. R. Meed an d Mr. Roger  fr om t h e
Un iver si t y of Readin g i n  a gr ou p ph ot ogr aph  i n  Colombo, Sr i  L an k a
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1985

1985 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Afr i can a Hot el ,
Dar -es-Salaam, Tan zan ia on  t h e Un i ver si t y Assign men t

1985: D r. Mar kan dey Rai  w it h  Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  i n  Afr i can a Hot el , Dar -es-Salaam, Tan zania



145

1986

1986 : D r. Mar k an dy Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  i n  Afr i can a Hot el , Dar -es-Salaam

1986 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Afr i can a Hot el ,
Dar -es-Salaa m, Tan zan ia

1986 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Afr i can a Hot el , Dar -es-Salaam, Tan zan ia
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1987

1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s Mot h er  an d Br ot h er s at  Rajen dr a Nagar, Pat n a, B ih ar

1987 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  Mot h er -i n -L aw  at  Rajen dr a Nagar,  Pat n a, B ih ar
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1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s Mot h er  at  Rajen dr a Nagar, Pat n a

1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Rajen dr a Nagar  i n   Pat n a, B ih ar
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1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Sr i  Ram Padmadeo at  Rajen dr a Nagar, Pat n a

1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s br ot h er  Sh r i  Rama Sh an k ar  at  Pat n a, B ih ar
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1987 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s Mot h er  an d Br ot h er s at  Rajen dr a Nagar, Pat n a

1987 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. Ramesh  Ch an dr a Rai  on  h i s ar r ai val  t o
Pat n a aft er  Mar r i age Cer emon y.
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1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h   Mr s. Mamt a Sin h a at  ou r  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1988

1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. An i l  Ku mar  an d h i s w i fe Mr s. Mamt a at  Nai r obi
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1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d D r. Ash bin du  Sin gh  w i t h
h i s w i fe Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  an d t h ei r  dau gh t er  Ch i k oo.

1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  t oget h er  w i t h
Dr. C.B. Sin gh ’s Fami l y en joyin g on  pi cn i c i n  Ken ya
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1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh ,
Mr. Su mi t  an d h i s ch i l dr en  at  Mr. Abh ay J osh i’s r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
h er  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
h er  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi
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1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Uh u r u  Par k , Nai r obi

1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Har ambee Par k , Nai r obi

1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  for  celebr at i on  of
Holi  at r esidence of D r. C.B. Sin gh i n  Nai robi



154

1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  L i l i an  Tower
Hot el  n ext  t o Un i ver si t y of Nai r obi

1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  h i s r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. an d Mr. Bose an d h i s Son -i n -L aw  Mr. D i l i p L odh  i n  Nai r obi
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1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  Bu ck in gh am Palace i n  L on don

1988 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at   Hot el
Her on  Cou r t  i n  Nai r obi

1988 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  L i l i an  Tower  Hot el
n ext  t o Un i ver si t y Main  Campu s, Nai r obi
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1989

1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Nai r obi  Par k

1989 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  h er  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1989 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  a fr i en d h ou se i n  Nai r obi
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1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  a fr i en d h ou se i n  Nai r obi

1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Nai r obi  Par k
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1989 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  h er  Home i n  Nai r obi

1989 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  h er  Home i n  Nai r obi

1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Par i s

1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
i n  Par i s
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1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  t h ei r  Hou se i n  Nai r obi

1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  en joyin g boat i n g at  Uh u r u  Par k , Nai r obi
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1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  t h ei r  Hou se i n  Nai r obi
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1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s col l eagu e at  t h e Un i ver si t y Nai r obi

1989 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Par i s
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1990

1990 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. F. N ju i  an d h i s fami l y at  t h e r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr. Bh u pat h i’s fami l y i n  Nai r obi
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1990 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  h er  r esien ce i n  Nai r obi
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1990 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  t h e Uh u r u  Par k  i n  Nai r obi
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1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d t h ei r  fr i en d’s fami l y i n  Ken ya

1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mon basa Beach  i n  Ken ya
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1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mon basa Beach  i n  Ken ya

1990 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  h er  r esiden ce

1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mon basa Beach  i n  Ken ya

1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mon basa Beach  i n  Ken ya
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1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mon basa Beach  i n  Ken ya

1990 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fami l y fr i en d at  Mon basa Beach

1990 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mon basa Beach  i n  Ken ya
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1991

1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Nai r obi

1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
i n  h i s r esiden ce, Nai r obi

1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h   Mr s. Mal i k
an d h er  dau gh t er  Noor i  at  ou r  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi
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1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mou n t  Ken ya Safar i  Hot el , Nan yu k i

1991 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. an d Mr. N . Mal i k  at  ou r  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr. Bh u pat h i  i n  Mombasa, Ken ya
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1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Safar i  Par k  Hot el
si t u at ed on  t h e Equ at or  i n  Nan yu k i , Ken ya

1991 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Safar i  Par k  Hot el
si t u at ed at  Equ at or  i n  Nan yu k i , Ken ya
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1991 : D r. Mar k an dey w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Maasai  Mar a, Game Par k  i n  Ken ya

1991 : D r. Mar k an dey w i t h  D r. Ash bin du  Sin gh  at  Maasai  Mar a, Game Par k  i n  Ken ya
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1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai’s Mot h er
at  t h ei r  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1992

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  h i s
UN-Habi t at  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  UN-Habi t at  Offi ce

1992 : D r. Mar k n dey Rai  at
h i s r esiden ce, Hu r l i n gh am in  Nai r obi
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1992 : D r. Mar k n dey Rai  at
h i s r esiden ce, Hu r l i n gh am in  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k n dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  UN  Habi t at  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k n dey Rai  w i t h  h i s fi r st  car  Toyot a Cor ol l a, Hu r l i n gh am in  Nai r obi
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1992 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u
Sin gh  at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  h i s
r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  h i s
UN Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s fr i en d
Dr. F. N ju i  at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi
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1992 : D r. Mar k n dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Du bai  Ai r por t

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  h i s
UN Offi ce Cor r i dor  i n  Nai r obi

1992 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  an d h er  t h r ee dau gh t er s at  UN  Offi ce
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1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es l au n ch in g of t h e
Ken ya Pi l ot  Pr oject  of CDP at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : Dr. Mar kan dey Rai  wi th  coll eagues l au nch in g of the Kenya Pil ot  Pr oject  of CDP at   Nai robi
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1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es l au n ch in g of t h e
Ken ya Pi l ot  Pr oject  of CDP at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : Dr. Mar kan dey Rai  wi th  coll eagues l au nch in g of the Kenya Pil ot  Pr oject  of CDP at   Nai robi
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1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  t h e I t al i an  Ambassador  explai n i n g h im
abou t  t h e Ken ya Pi l ot  Pr oject  of CDP at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i th  col l eagu es l au n ch in g of Ken ya Pi l ot  Pr oject  of CDP at   Nai r obi
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1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es for  l au n ch in g of t h e
Ken ya Pi l ot  Pr oject  of CDP at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : Dr. Markandey Rai with colleagues launching of the Kenya Pilot Project of CDP at Nairobi
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1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es l au n ch in g of
Ken ya Pi l ot  Pr oject  of CDP at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi

1992 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s col l eagu es at  h i s r esiden ce i n  Hu r l i n gh am, Nai r obi



181

1992 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d h er  Mon t h er -i n -L aw
w i t h  n ew  Car  at  r esiden ce Hu r l i n gh am in  Nai r obi

1992 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  n ew  Car  at  r esiden ce Hu r l i n gh am in  Nai r obi
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1993

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  Mon t h er -i n -
L aw  at  r esiden ce Hu r l i n gh am in  Nai r obi

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Siddh u  i n  I n dia

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  Mot h er -i n -L aw, D r. Ash bin du  an d Mr. Ajay Sr i vast ava
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1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er
Mot h er -i n -L aw  an d famiy fr i en ds

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Gol f Cou r se Hot el

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Y. C. Yu ,
D i r ect or, UNSD, New Yor k  i n  Ger man y

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. G.O.
Kar l  i n  Fr an k fu r t , Ger man y
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  a meet i n g on
L ar ge Ci t i es St at i st i cs Pr oject  at  Du i sbu r g

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  Du i sbu r g, Ger man y

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. El i zabet h  Dowdeswel l , ED , UNEP in  UN Offi ce Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t en din g t h e Far ewel l  Par t y of
D r. Ar cot  Ramach an dr an , Execu t i ve D i r ect or, UN-Habi t at , Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t en din g t h e meet i n g at  Du esber g, Ger man y
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t en din g t h e Far ewel l  Par t y of  D r. Ar cot  Ramach an dr an ,
Execu t i ve D i r ect or  of UN-Habiat  at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Ash bin du  Sin gh  at  Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. M. Ramayah
at  UN-Habi t at  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  UN-Habi t at  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. El i zabet h  Dowdeswel l , ED , UNEP in  UN Offi ce Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Min i st er  Mr. Olen t imama an d Ms. Gr ace at  UN  Offi ce Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Min i st er  Mr. Olen t imama an d Ms. Gr ace at  UN  Offi ce Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  a fr i en d i n  a Par t y i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  a col l eagu e at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi



190

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai   at t en din g t h e Far ewel l  Par t y of
D r. Ar cot  Ramach an dr an  at  UN  Habi t at  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t en din g t h e Far ewel l  Par t y of
D r. Ar cot  Ramach an dr an  at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es i n  VI P L ou n ge i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t edn in g t h e meet i n g i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Naj i b Omer  i n  a Par t y at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds D r. Umesh  Ch an dr a Rai , Mr. San jay Bah adu r  Sin gh
an d Mr. Ban s Bah adu r  Rai  i n  BHU, Var an asi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mot h er  at  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  h i s Mot h er  an d a fr i en d
Dr. Ch au dh u r y i n  t h e UN Offi ce, Cafet er i a Nai r obi
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1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Pr of. Ush a K.
Rai  i n  h er  r esiden ce i n  BHU, Var an asi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Umesh
Ch an dr a Rai  i n  BHU, Var an asi

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Mot h er -i n -L aw  an d h er  fr i en ds

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  UN-Flag, Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Safar i  Par k , Nan yu k i , Ken ya

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. Ush a K.
Rai  at  Kash i  Vi sh wan at h  Temple, BHU

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Var an asi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ker i ch o Tea Gar den
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Umesh  Ch . Rai  an d Pr of. D .K. Rai  on  din n er  at  Var an asi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  San gam, Al l ah abad

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Var an asi
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1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u
w i t h  D r. Ren u  Ku mar i  an d Har sh

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w i t h  D r. Ush a K i r an  Rai

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w i t h  Mr. B .B. Rai  an d D r. Ush a K. Rai

1993 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
h i s w i fe Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Dr. Ash bin du  Si n gh i n  Hu r li n gham, Nai robi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at  h i s
r esiden ce Hu l i n gh am, Nai r obi

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er
Mot h er -i n -L aw  at  Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Dr. Umesh  Ch an dr a Rai , Var an asi
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1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er
Mot h er -i n -L aw  at  Nai r obi

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Dr. Ush a K i r an  Rai  at  Var an asi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Mot h er -i n -L aw  an d Fami l y Member s cr ossin g Gan ga by boat
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai 1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , D r. Ush a K. Rai  an d Mr. B .B. Rai’s fami l y
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1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fr i en ds at  Hu r l i n gh am, Nai r obi

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  Mot h er -i n -L aw  an d fami l y fr i en d at  Nai r obi
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  gi vi n g a
pr esen t at i on  i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
Nai vash a Hot el , Ken ya

1993 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s w i fe Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u

1993 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds an d fami l y member s

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
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1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
h i s w i fe Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai

1993 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Nai r obi

1993 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  BHU, Var an asi
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1994

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  as an  UN Obser ver
i n  t h e fi r st  Elect i on  i n  Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at  h ome
Hu r l i n gh am , Nai r obi

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  t eam of UN  I n t er n at i on al  Obser ver s i n
KwaZu lu  Nat al  for  t h e Fi r st  Democr at i c Elect i on  i n  Sou t h  Afr i ca
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1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  i n
Du r ban , Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
I n t er at i on al  Obser ver s i n  Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Ch ain u lu  i n  J oh an n esbu r g for  t h e
Fi r st  Democr at i c Elect i on  i n  Sou t h  Afr i ca
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1994: D r. Mar k an dey as an  UN
I n t er n at i on al  Obser ver  i n  Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Naj i b
Omer  as an  I n t er n at i on al  Obser ver s, S.A.

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Du r ban , Sou t h  Afr i ca for  Elect i on



208

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at  h ome
Hu r l i n gh am , Nai r obi

1994: D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
fr i en ds at  Nai r obi

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. S. Ch ain u lu  i n  J oh an n esbu r g, Sou t h  Afr i ca
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1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en d
in  Mopu t u  as an  UN Obser ver  for  Elect i on

1994 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  i n  J oh an n esbu r g, Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. N . Omer  an d Fr i en ds as
UN I n t er n at i on al  Obser ver  at  Sh ak alan d Hot el , KwaZu lu  Nat al , Sou t h  Afr i ca



210

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. N . Omer  an d Fr i en ds as
UN I n t er n at i on al  Obser ver  at  Sh ak alan d Hot el , KwaZu lu  Nat al , Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s fr i en d Mr. Ch ain u lu  i n  J oh an n esbu r g, Sou t h  Afr i ca
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1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en d i n  J oh an n esbu r g, Sou t h  Afr i ca

1994 : D r.  Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  L ak e Nak u r u  Nat i on al  Par k , Ken ya
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1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Moi  Un i ver si t y, Eldor et

1996

1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Moi  Un i ver si t y, Eldor et

1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ngor on gor o Nat i on al  Par k , Tan zan ia
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1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at
Ser en get i  Nat i on a l  Par k , Tan zan ia

1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  B lock  Hot el  Ngor on gor o, Tan zan ia

1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ngor on gor o, Ser en get i , Tan zan ia
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1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ngor on gor o, Tan zan ia

1996 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Sh an t i
J osh i  at  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  B lock  Hot el  Ngor on gor o, Tan zan ia
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1996 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t , UN  Habiat  St aff Associat i on  w i t h
Dr. Wal l y N’ Dow, Execu t i ve D i r ect or  of UN  Habiat

1996 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  per for min g Pu ja w i t h  fr i en ds at  h er  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

FRAME



216

1997

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  At h en s, Gr eece

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  at  At h en s, Gr eece

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  At h en s, Gr eece
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at t en din g t h e I SI  Con fer en ce i n  I st an bu l

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of. G.P. Pat i l  an d Mr s. &  D r. S. Du bey
at  t h e I SI  Con fer en ce i n  I st an bu l , Tu r k ey
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d fr i en ds
at t en din g t h e I SI  Con fer en ce i n  I st an bu l , Tu r k ey

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds
at t en din g t h e I SI  Con fer en ce i n  I st an bu l , Tu r k ey
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Pr of. Helmu t  Maier  i n  Ber l i n

1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D i r ect or  of Ber l i n  Sch ool  of Econ omics i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Maier  at  t h ei r  r esiden ce

1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y
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1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh ,
Ch i k oo an d Siddh ar t h  at  Nai r obi
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w i t h  Pr of. Helmu t  Maier  i n  Mu seu m

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  i n  Amst er dam, Th e Net h er l an ds

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Pr of. Ramj i  Pr asad
in  Hagu e, Th e Net h er l an ds
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  en joyin g
boat i n g i n  Amst er dam, Th e Net h er l an ds

1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Ramj i
Pr asad i n  Hagu e, Th e Net h er l an ds

1997 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  wi t h  fr i en ds i n  Ror t ter dam, Th e Net h er l ands
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1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Par i s, Fr an ce 1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Par i s, Fr an ce

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Amst er dam, Th e Net h er l an ds
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1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Par i s, Fr an ce1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Par i s, Fr an ce

1997 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  w i t h Mr s. &  Pr of. C.R. Rao in  I st ambu l , Tu r key
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1997 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Par i s

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

1997 : Mast er  Siddh ar t h  Rai

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Par i s
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1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t , UNCHS St aff Associat i on  w i t h
Dr. D . J oh al , Act i n g Execu t i ve D i r ect or  of UNCHS (Habi t at )

1997 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Wal l y N’Dow in  h i s Far ewel l  Par t y at  UN  Offi ce



229

1998

1998 : Siddh u  B i r t h day Celebr at i on
in  Nai r obi

1998 : Siddh u  B i r t h day Celebr at i on
cu t t i n g cak e w i t h  h i s mot h er  an d fr i en ds

1998 : Siddh u  B i r t h day Celebr at i on  w i t h  h i s mot h er  an d fr i en ds i n  Naior bi
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1998 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  t ak i n g
Siddh u  t o Br aebu r n  Sch ool

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u

1998 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  feedin g Zi r aff at  L an gat a Zi r aff Cen t r e, Nai r obi
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1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  pr esen t i n g a pain t i n g t o Mr. Kofi  An n an , Secr et ar y Gen er al  t o
UN on  h i s fi r st  vi si t  t o Nai r obi  w i t h  D r. K lau s Toepfer, Act i n g ED  of UNCHS (Habi t at )

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  pr esen t i n g a pain t i n g t o Mr. Kofi  An n an , Secr et ar y Gen er al  t o
UN on  h i s fi r st  vi si t  t o Nai r obi  w i t h  D r. K lau s Toepfer, Act i n g ED  of UNCHS (Habi t at )
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1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  sh ar i n g podiu m w i t h  Mr. Kofi  An n an , Secr et ar y-Gen er al
of UN  on  h i s fi r st  vi si t  t o UN  Offi ce at  Nai r obi , Ken ya

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g st aff i n  t h e meet i n g w i t h  Mr. Kofi  An n an ,
Secr et ar y Gen er al , UN  on  h i s fi r st  vi si t  t o UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi , Ken ya
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1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Nan y
An n an  at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi

1998 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Nai r obi

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t  of UNCHS (Habi t at )  St aff Associat i on
meet i n g w i t h  D r. K lau s Toepfer, Act i n g ED  of UNCHS (Habi t at ) , Nai r obi
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1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  a meet i n g at  UN  Offi ce at  Nai r obi , Ken ya

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  meet i n g w i t h  t h e Mr. Mar k  H i l dbr an d, Act i n g Execu t i ve
D i r ect or, UNCHS (Habi t at )  on  St aff Con t r act s I ssu es at  Nai r obi , Ken ya
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1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  St aff Repr esen t at i ves i n  UN Offi ce, Gen eva, Sw i t zer l an d

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
h i s col l eagu es i n  Ban gk ok

1998 : Siddh u  at  L an gat a Zi r aff Cen t r e,
Nai r obi , Ken ya
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1998 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  feedin g Zi r aff at  L an gat a Zi r aff Cen t r e, Nai r obi

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t en din g t h e meet i n g i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi
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1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t  of UNCHS (Habiat )  St aff Associat i on  an d Commi t t ee
Member s w i t h  D r. K lau s Toepfer, Act i n g Execu t i ve D i r ect or  of UNCHS (Habiat ) , Nai r obi

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  par t i ci pan t s i n  Recept i on  of I SI  i n  Ch in a
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1999 : Siddh u  B i r t h day Celebr at i on
cu t t i n g cak e w i t h  h i s Mot h er

1999

1999 : Siddh u  B i r t h day Celebr at i on
in  Nai r obi , Ken ya

1999 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  i n  Siou x Fal l s, USA
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1999 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  USA

1999 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  USA

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u  i n  New Yor k
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1999 : Siddh u  B i r t h day Pr ayer  at  SSDS
Temple at  Nai r obi , Ken ya

1999 : Siddh u  w i t h  h i s Mot h er
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ai r por t , USA

1998 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai’s Fami l y Pot r at
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1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Raiw i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u  i n  USA

1999 : Siddh ar t h  w i t h  h i s fr i en d
An u j  Meh t a en j yoin g sw immin g i n  Pu n e

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u  i n  USA

1999 : Siddh u  at  Or ph an age Nai r obi
Nat i on al  Pa r k , Nai r obi
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1999 : Siddh u  w i t h  h i s Mot h er
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Nai r obi , Ken ya

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at  t h e
Capi t al  H i l l , Wash in gt on  DC

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. an d Mr. Aj i t  Meh t a i n  Pu n e



243

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Aber dar e Nat i on al  Par k  i n  Ken ya

1999 : Mast er  Siddh u  at  Aber dar e
Nat i on al  Par k  i n  Ken ya

1999 : Mr s. I n dr abasa Devi  mot h er  of
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Gh azipu r, U .P.
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1999 : Mast er  Siddh u  w i t h  h i s fr i en d Mast er  An u j  Meh t a i n  Pu n e, Mah ar ash t r a

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ambassador  Reed i n  t h e UN Offi ce, New Yor k
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1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  a meet i n g
at  J er u sal em, I sr ael

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  CERN L abor at or y, Gen eva

1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  en joyin g t h e sw immin g w i t h  h i s fr i en ds i n  Dead Sea, I sr ael
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1999 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  for  t h e celebr at i on
of New Year  at  t h e Par k lan ds Spor t s Clu b

Nai r obi , Ken ya
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2000

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  an d Siddh u  per formin g Puja at  h ome

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Ms. St eph en  at  Sh en zh en , Ch in a

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u  per for min g Pu ja at  h ome
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2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  el ect ed Pr esiden t  of SCORUS w i t h  h i s col l eagu es
at t en din g t h e 22nd Con fer en ce of SCORUS (I SI ) i n  Sh en zh en , Ch in a

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. An n a Tibai j u k a, Execu t i ve D i r ect or
of UN-Habi t at  i n  h er  offi ce, Nai r obi , Ken ya
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2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  pr esen t i n g Tr oph y t o D r. An n a Tibai j u k a,
Execu t i ve D i r ect or  of UN-Habi t at   i n  UN  Offi ce,  Nai r obi

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. An n a
Tibai j u k a, Execu t i ve D i r ect or, UN-Habi t at

2000 : D r. An n a Tibai j u k a cu t t i n g t h e
Ch r i st mas Cak e w i t h  D r. Mar k an dey Rai
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2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  was elect ed Pr esiden t  of SCORUS of I SI  at  Sh en zh en , Ch in a

2000 : Celebr at i n g t h e elect i on  of D r. Rai  as t h e Pr esiden t  SCORUS of I SI  at  Sh en zh en
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2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  r ecept i on  of SCORUS in  Sh en zh en , Ch in a

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ms. Rosa Giaimo an d
Mr. Wi l l i am Vr ee on  t h e podiu m i n  Sh en zh en , Ch in a
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2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  par t i ci pan t  of SCORUS of I SI  at  Sh en zh en , Ch in a

2000 : Siddh u  w i t h  h i s fr i en ds at  h ome
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2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  Cai r o, Egypt 2000 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h
Cai r o, Egypt

2000 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  i n  Cai r o, Egypt
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Kofi  An n an  i n  h i s offi ce w i t h  ot h er
St aff Repr esen t at i ves an d Man agemen t  St aff at  UN  Headqu ar t er s, New Yor k

2001

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es at  UN-Habi t at  r et r eat
meet i n g i n  Safar i  Par k  Hot el , Ken ya
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2001 : Siddh u  w i t h  h i s cou sin
at  New Delh i

2001 : Siddh u  r et u r n  h ome fr om
Wi ldl i fe Safar i  an d h ad face pain t i n g

2001 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. San geet a
Meh t a i n  Pu n e, Mah ar ash t r a

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
i n  h i s UN-Habi t at  Offi ce, Nai r obi
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  Ch u r ch , Nai r obi

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  fr i en d’s h ou se i n  Nai r obi
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Pr em Sh an k ar  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  i n  New Delh i

2001 : Siddh ar t h  w i t h  h i s fr i en ds en joyin g t h e pi cn i c i n  Nai r obi
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  meet i n g w i t h  UN St aff i n  Par i s

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. Fah ima i n  Egypt
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  Pyr amid i n  Cai r o

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  Pyr amid i n  Cai r o, Egypt

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  Pyr amid i n  Cai r o
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2001 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
Cr u i se i n  N i l e Ri ver, Cai r o, Egypt

2001 : Siddh u  at  Nat i on al  Mu seu m
in  Cai r o, Egypt

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Cai r o, Egypt

2001: Siddh u  at
N i l e Ri ver, Cai r o
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  Sph in x, Cai r o

2001 : Siddh ar t h  Rai  at  Nat i on al
Mu seu m, Cai r o, Egypt

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  at  Pyr amid, Cai r o, Egypt



262

2001 : Siddh ar t h  Rai  i n  t h e
Nat i on al  Par k  i n  Nai r obi

2001 : Siddh ar t h  w i t h  h i s Mot h er
at  Nat i on al  Mu seu m, Cai r o, Egypt

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  Mr. Abh ay J osh i
at  Aber dar e Nat i on al  Par k , Ken ya
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2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ambassador  Reed for  SMCC in  New Yor k

2001 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  Pr of. D .M. Mish r a,
Mr s. &  Mr. Abh ay J osh i  at  Gu r u dwar a, Mak in du , Ken ya
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2002

2002 : Siddh u  i n  Madame Tu ssau ds
Mu seu m, L on don

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  L on don

2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  en joyin g boat i n g i n  L on don



265

2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  at  Madame Tu ssau ds Mu seu m in  L on don

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Siddh u  an d
Pr of. Maier  an d h i s Son  Alex i n  L on don
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2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  L on don

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
w i t h  Siddh u

2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  at  Madame Tu ssau ds Mu seu m in  L on don
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  as t h e Ch ief Gu est  si gn in g Vi si t or ’s Book
in  L an gat a H igh  Sch ool , Nai r obi

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  as t h e Ch ief Gu est  i n spect i n g Scou t s Par ade
in  L an gat a H igh  Sch ool , Nai r obi
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es at  St aff Par t y i n  UN Offi ce Nai r obi

2002 : Siddh u  w i t h  Har sh
at  New Delh i

2002 :  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
at  Taj  Mah al , Agr a
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds fami l y i n  L u ck n ow

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds fami l y i n  L u ck n ow
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2002 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Taj  Mah al , Agr a

2002 :  Siddh u  at  Taj  Mah al , Agr a

2002 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u  at  Taj  Mah al , Agr a
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2002 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Madh av Sh ar ma,
D i r ect or  of Ozon e Secr et ar i at , UNEP for  di n n er  at  ou r  r esiden ce

2002 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  en joyin g t h e
food on  Cr u i se i n  N i l e Ri ver, Cai r o, Egypt
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  L i sbon , Por t u gal

2002 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds
at t en din g SCORUS meet i n g i n  L i sbon

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u ,
Mr s. Ran jan a an d An jan a at  L u ck n ow, U t t ar  Pr adesh
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g
UN St aff at  Nai r obi

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Kr i sh n an  at  Nai r obi

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. K lau s Toepfer, DG, UNON
an d Execu t i ve Commi t t ee Member s at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
an d Fami l y of Fu faj i  at  Agr a, U t t ar  Pr adesh

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Pr of. Pr adeep Mish r a an d fami l y i n  L u ck n ow, U t t ar  Pr adesh
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of.
Pau l  Gomes, Pr esiden t  I NE, Por t u gal

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g t h e
Wor ld U r ban  For u m in  Nai r obi , Ken ya

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t  of UN  St aff Un ion
w i t h  D r. K lau s Toepfer  i n  h i s offi ce for  a meet i n g at  Nai r obi
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  bou qu et  of f l ower s t o D r. K lau s Toepfer  i n  h i s offi ce, Nai r obi

2002 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at t en din g SCORUS meet i n g i n  L i sbon , Por t u gal
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
Cabo da Roca at  L i sbon , Por t u gal

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  L i sbon
Por t u gal  for  t h e SCORUS Con fer en ce

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  r ecei vi n g Pr ime Min i st er  Mr. Rai l a Odin ga,
Repu bl i c of  Ken ya i n  UN Offi ce at  Nai r obi



278

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Pr esiden t  of SCORUS ch ar i n g t h e meet i n g
in  Hot el  Al t i s, L i sbon , Por t u gal

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  par t i ci pan t s i n  L i sbon , Por t u gal
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  Cai r o, Egypt

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. L ar a 2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  L on don
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at  t h e Tomb of Vasco Da Gama, L i sbon , Por t u gal

2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Siddh u  w i t h  Ms. Fah ima i n  Cai r o, Egypt
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mast er  Siddh ar t h  an d Alexan der  at t en din g
I AOS Con fer en ce i n  L on don  as t h e you n gest  par t i ci pan t s

2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  Par i s

2002 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  Par i s
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2002 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mast er  Siddh ar t h  at t en din g
I AOS Con fer en ce i n  L on don  as an  you n gest  par t i ci pan t

2002 : Mast er  Siddh ar t h  Rai  at t en din g I AOS Con fer en ce i n  L on don
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u
in  Ber l i n  Ger man y

2003 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  for  at t en din g I SI  Con fer en ce i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

2003 : Mast er  Siddh u  for  at t en din g
I SI  Con fer en ce i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

2003
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  h ost ed XVI I I th CCI SUA Gen er al  Assembly i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d fr i en ds
in  San ssou ci  Palace, Pot sdam, Ger man y
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  Pot sdam, Ger man y

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es i n  Pot sdam, Ger man y
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g
t h e Con fer en ce i n  UN Offi ce, Ger man y

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  r i di n g h or se
t o See Pyr amid i n  Cai r o, Egypt

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  St aff Repr esen t at i ves an d Col l eagu es i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi



287

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Siddh u  an d fr i en d
in  San ssou ci  Palace, Pot sdam, Ger man y

2003 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  for  I SI  Con fer en ce i n  Ber l i n
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2003 : Siddh u  w i t h  Pr of. Maier
at  h i s r esiden ce i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Pr of. Maier  i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es for  SCORUS Con fer en ce i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  an d Ambassador  of I n dia t o Ken ya i n  Nai r obi
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  St aff Repr esen t at i ves at t en din g
XVI I I th CCI SUA Gen er al  Assembly at  UN  Offi ce, Nai r obi , Ken ya

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  an d Alexan der  i n  Ber l i n

2003 : Mast er  Siddh u  w i t h  h i s fr i en ds
on  Sch ool  t r i p t o Nat i on al  Par k , Nak u r u
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Siddh u  w i t h  Pr of. C.R. Rao
du r i n g t h e I SI  Con fer en ce, Ber l i n , Ger man y

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  ch ai r i n g t h e XVI I I th CCI SUA Gen er al
Assembly i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi , Ken ya
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2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  ch ai r i n g t h e XVI I I th CCI SUA Gen er al
Assembly CCI SUA Con fer en ce at  UN  Offi ce i n  Nai r obi , Ken ya

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  UN St aff Repr esen t at i ves fr om var i ou s Headqu ar t er s
at t en din g t h e CCI SUA Gen er al  Assembly  h ost ed at  UN  Headqu ar t er s, Nai r obi , Ken ya



293

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  pr esen t i n g Spor t s Tr oph y i n  Vol l ybal l  won  by
St aff t o D r. K lau s Toepfer  i n  h i s UN  Offi ce at  Nai r obi , Ken ya

2003 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  h ost ed CCI SUA An n u al  Con fer en ce i n  Nai r obi , Ken ya
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2004 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g
t h e Con fer en ce i n  St ock h olm, Sweden

2004 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g t h e
Con fer en ce i n  Dar -es-Salaam, Tan zan ia

2004 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. J oh n n y L ever  an d Mr. Das i n  t h e
I n dian  H igh  Commission s Residen ce i n  Nai r obi , Ken ya

2004
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2004 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Siddh u  meet i n g w i t h  Member  of J oh n n y L ever  Gr ou p

2004 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of. Helmu t  Maier  i n  Ber l i n , Ger man y
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2004 : Mast er  Siddh u  w i t h  h i s fr i en ds celebr at i n g B i r t h day at  Br aebu r n  Sch ool  i n  Nai r obi

2004 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s col l eagu es
at  Wor ld Tr ade Cen t r e at  Du r ban , Sou t h  Afr i ca
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2005

2005 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  st aff of
Wor ld Tr ade Cen t r e at  Du r ban , S.A.

2005 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  st aff of
Wor ld Tr ade Cen t r e at  Du r ban , S.A.

2005 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of. D in esh  Meh t a for  AMCHUD in  Du r ban , Sou t h  Afr i ca
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2005 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. R.S. Mal i k  at  r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi

2005 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fr i en ds Mr s. Madh ab Sar ma an d Mr s. Kal yan  Ray i n  Nai r obi



299

2005 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  Mr. Madh ab Sar ma, Mr s. &  Mr. Kal yan  Ray
an d D r. R.S. Mal i k  at  h i s r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi , Ken ya

2005 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
col l eagu es i n  Du r ban , Sou t h  Afr i ca

2005 : Siddh u  w i t h  h i s fr i en ds
in  Nai r obi , Ken ya
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2006

2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g
t h e GOPI O Meet i n g i n  Nai r obi

2006 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fr i en d
Mr s. Kapi l a Dh in gr a i n  Nai r obi

2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  h i s fr i en ds at t en din g t h e Global  Or gan i zat i on   of People of
I n dian  Or i gi n s (GOPI O) Meet i n g i n  t h e H igh  Commission  of I n dia Au di t or i u m i n  Nai r obi
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2006 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  offer i n g fl ower s t o Mr s. (D r.)  Pr ak ash  Heda i n  GOPI O, Nai r obi

2006 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  offer i n g fl ower s t o Ambassador  Su r en dr a Ku mar, GOPI O, Nai r obi
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2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Ambassador  Su r en dr a Ku mar  i n  GOPI O

2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g
t h e GOPI O Delegat es i n  Nai r obi

2006 : Siddh u  w i t h  h i s fr i en d Alexan der  pl ayin g Ch ess at  h ome i n  Nai r obi
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2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh u  at t en din g t h e
Global  Or gan i zat i on  of People of I n dian  Or i gi n s (GOPI O) Meet i n g i n  Nai r obi

2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai   an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u ’ an d Pr of. Maier  fami l y, Nai r obi



304

2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ambassador  Su r en dr a Ku mar  i n  t h e
Global  Or gan i zat i on  of People of I n dian  Or i gi n s (GOPI O) Meet i n g, Nai r obi

2006 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Sam Pi t r oda
in  APMCHUD Con fer en ce i n  Vigyan  Bh awan , New Delh i
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2007

2007 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea

2007 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea

2007 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh u  i n  Gu r u dwar a, Mak in du , Ken ya
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2007 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea

2007 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea
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2007 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  t h e Palace i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea

2007 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai’s Mot h er  L at e Smt . L i l awat i  Devi  (Tet ar i ) , U j i ar, Bal l i a, U .P.
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2008

2008 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Beau t a
an d Pr i n cipal  of L an gat a H igh  Sch ool

2008 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mon k  Bh an t e Wimala an d D r. H . Dawda i n  UN Offi ce, Nai r obi

2008 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Seou l , Kor ea
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2008 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Global  Par l i amen t ar i an s on  Habi t at  Delegat es
in  Par l i amen t  Hou se, Bu ch ar est , Roman ia

2008 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Vi ce Pr esiden t  of Ken ya Mr. Kalon zo Mu syok a
in  a Con fer en ce i n  UN Offi ce at  Nai r obi
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2009

2009 : Siddh ar t h  w i t h  Pan di t  Pr adu mn a
Dwivedi  J i  at  SSDS Temple i n  Nai r obi

2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea

2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Man u  Ch an dar i a, Mr. David Capr ar a an d
ot h er  delegat es i n  Global  Peace Fou n dat i on  (GPF) Con fer en ce i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea
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2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. David Capr ar a an d Mr. Fel i n o Palafox
at  Global  Peace Con ven t i on  (GPC) i n  Man i l a, Ph i l i ppin es

2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Hal i fa D r ammeh  i n  a
Global  Con fer en ce i n  Dar -es-Salaam, Tan zan ia
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2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Pet er  Goet z, Pr esiden t  of Global  Par l i amen t ar i an s
on  Habi t at  an d Roman ian  Par l i amen t ar i an  i n  Par l i amen t  Hou se, Bu ch ar est , Roman ia

2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Mr. David Capr ar a an d Mr s. Col l et t e Capr ar a, Nai r obi
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2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  delegat es of I AOS i n  San t i ago, Ch i l e

2009 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  UPF offi ci al s pl an t i n g t r ee i n  Uh u r u  Par k , Nai r obi
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2009 : Dr. Markandey Rai addressing the International
Young Leadership Summit at UN Headquarter, Nairobi

2009 : Dr. Markandey Rai and Siddharth receiving Ambassador for
Peace Award at UN Headquarter, Nairobi
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2009 : Dr. Markandey Rai with Mr. David Caprara and Youth Minister of Kenya, Nairobi

2009 : Dr. Markandey Rai with Mr. Martin Luther King III at UN Headquarter, Nairobi
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2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g
t h e Global  Peace Con ven t i on  i n  Man i l a

2010

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
i n  Bal i  I sl an d, I n don esia

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  addr essin g t h e Global  Peace Con ven t i on  i n  Man i l a, Ph i l i ppin es
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2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Rober t  A. Sch u l l er  i n  t h e
Global  Peace Con ven t i on  (GPC) i n  Man i l a, Ph i l i ppin es

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Fel i n o Palafox i n  t h e
Global  Peace Con ven t i on  (GPC) i n  Man i l a, Ph i l i ppin es
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2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en d
in  Wash in gt on  DC, USA

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Sh au n
Don ovan , Min .of Hsg. &  U r ban  Dev., USA

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Ch u a an d a fr i en d at  Man i l a, Ph i l i ppin es
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2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  D r. Moon  an d ot h er  delegat es at  Man i l a, Ph i l i ppin es

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr ime Min i st er  Har i r i ’s Dau gh t er s i n  Rio de J an ei r o
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2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Oscar  Beau t t ah  an d Mr. J osh i  at  Uh u r u  Par k , Nai r obi

2010 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  t r avel l i n g t o Seou l  i n  A380 fr om Du bai



321

2010 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  wi t h  Mr. Omk ar  Chan n an  and Mr. Yusu f Bagha at Rio de J an ei r o
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2011 : Siddh ar t h  w i t h  ou r  Ken yian  fr i en d at  Gu r u dwar a Mak in du , Ken ya

2011 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at t en din g a Con fer en ce at  Nai r obi , Ken ya

2011
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2011 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  h oldi n g t h e Kalash  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  SSDS Temple i n  Nai r obi

2011 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  at t endin g t h e Kalash  St h apn a Cer emon y i n  SSDS Temple i n  Nai r obi
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2012

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at t edn in g a mar r i age i n  Mu mbai

2012 : D r. Mar k a n dey Ra i  addr essin g  t h e
Japanese Scout s meeti ng in  UN Offi ce, Nai robi

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D i r ect or  an d st aff of HSMI , HUDCO, New Delh i  ( I n dia)
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2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Aj i t  Meh t a an d Mr s. San geet a
Meh t a at t en din g t h e Mar r i age Cer emon y of D r. Ash bin du  Sin gh ’s Dau gh t er  i n  Mu mbai

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr. An an t  Sin gh  at t en din g t h e
Mar r i age Cer emon y of D r. Ash bin du  Sin gh ’s Dau gh t er  i n  Mu mbai  ( I n dia)
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2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds i n  Amman , J or dan

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Amman , J or dan

2012 : D r. Mar k adey w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
enjoyin g th e sw immin g i n  Dead Sea, J ordan
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2012 : D r. Mar k adey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  J or dan  Val l ey, J or dan

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  ou r  fr i en d i n  J or dan  Val l ey, J or dan
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2012 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  wi t h  offici als of Gover n men t  of In dia i n  J or dan

2012 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  wi t h  offici als of Gover n men t  of In dia i n  J or dan
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2012 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  wi t h  offici als of Gover n men t  of In dia i n  J or dan

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  J or dan

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Pet r a, J or dan
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2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr ime Min i st er  Mr. Rai l a Odin ga of Ken ya
in  a fu n ct i on  i n  Nai r obi

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr ime Min i st er  Mr. Rai l a Odin ga of Ken ya
in  a fu n ct i on  i n  Nai r obi
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2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Pet r a, J or dan

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Ms. Ar u n a
Su ndar ajan , J t .Secy. HUPA in  Pet r a, J ordan

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Ms. Ar u n a
Su ndar ajan , J t .Secy. HUPA in  Pet r a, J ordan

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Ms. Ar u n a
Su ndarajan and Mr. Jayapal  in  Petr a, Jordan
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2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  h er  r esiden ce
in  Ru n da, Nai r obi

2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  r el axin g
in  Hot el , Amman , J or dan

2012 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ms. Ar u n a Sun darajan an d Mr. J ayapal, i n Petr a, J or dan
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2012 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n spect i n g fl ower s at  h er  r esiden ce i n  Ru n da, Nai r obi
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2013

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Hon g Kon g

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  a Bu ddh i st
Temple i n  Hon g Kon g

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  a Bu ddh i st
Temple i n  Hon g Kon g
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2013 : Mrs. Gayt r i  Rai  w it h  Mr s. Mar ga and Mrs. Vi r dee for  th e ISI  Con fer en ce i n Hong Kon g

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Ms. Ast a
Man n in en  for  at t edn in g I SI  Con fer en ce

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Vi r dee
for  at t edn in g I SI  Con fer en ce at  Hon g Kon g
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  at  Ai r por t  Dayt on a Beach

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ms. Mar gar et   Zziwa, Speak er, East  Afr i can
L egi sl at u r e Assembly for  t h e GPH Con fer en ce i n  Ar u sh a, Tan zan ia
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  t h e Bu ddh i st  Temple at  Hon g Kon g
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Mar ga an d
Dr. K lau s Tr u t zel  for  t h e I SI  Con fer en ce i n  Hon g Kon g

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  for  si t e scen e i n  a par k  at  Gu an gzh ou , Ch in a
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2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  wai t i n g
at  t h e Ai r por t  i n  Gu an gzh ou , Ch in a

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Gu an gzh ou , Ch in a

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  or gan i sed a get -t o-gat h er  par t y
t o celebr at e Siddh ar t h  B i r t h day at  h ome i n  Nai r obi
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  en joyin g Hon g Kon g ci t y
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2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  vi si t i n g a Bu ddh i st  Temple i n  Hon g Kon g

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Bu ddh i st  Temple i n  Hon g Kon g

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Bu ddh i st  Temple i n  Hon g Kon g
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2013 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  wi t h  Raja J ai Singh  of J aipu r watch ing Polo Mat ch i n  t h e St adiu m

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. Vyalar  Ravi , Min i st er  of Over seas I n dian s Affai r s,
Gover n men t  of I n dia an d ot h er  Delegat es i n  New Delh i



343

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h
at  t h ei r  r esiden ce i n  Ru n da, Nai r obi

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h
at  t h ei r  r esiden ce i n  Ru n da, Nai r obi

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  r esiden ce i n  Ru n da

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  r esiden ce i n  Ru n da
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. An n a Tibai j u k a, Min i st er  of Tan zan ia i n  Ar u sh a

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. An n a Tibai j u k a, Min i st er  of L an d,
Hou sin g an d U r ban  Developmen t , Tan zan ia i n  Ar u sh a
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  a Par l i amen t ar i an  of Cr oat i a

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  t h e Par l i amen t ar i an s on   Habi t at  Delegat i on  i n
Con fer en ce i n  Ar u sh a, Tan zan ia h ost ed by East  Afr i can  L egi sl at i ve Assembly (EAL A)
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Par k l an ds Clu b, Nai r obi

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Gu an gzh ou , Ch in a

2013 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Vi r dee i n  Gu an gzh ou , Ch in a
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2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h
for  New Year  Par t y at  Par k l an ds Clu b, Nai r obi

2013 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  Par k l an ds Clu b, Nai r obi
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  Embr y-Riddle
Aer on au t i cal  Un i ver si t y, Dayt on a Beach , Flor i da, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  at
Embr y-Riddle Un i ver si t y, Dayt on a Beach

2014
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Sidh ar t h  w i t h  Mr s. &  Mr. Ash bi n du  Sin gh  at  ERAU, Da yt on a Beach

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  &  Mr. Ash bin du
Sin gh  at  Embr y-Riddle Aer on au t i cal  Un i ver si t y, Dayt on a Beach , Flor i da, USA
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Siddh ar t h  an d Mr s.
Neer u  for  Con vocat i on  i n  Dayt on a Beach

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Sidh ar t h  an d Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  i n  Dayt on a Beach , USA

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai w i th  Sidh art h  in  t he Uni versi t y Campu s
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  for  h i s Con vocat i on  i n  Dayt on a Beach , USA

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h
for  h i s Con vocat i on  i n  Dayt on a Beach , USA
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u
Sin gh  an d Mr. Ash bin du  Sin gh  i n  Or l an do

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
w i t h  Siddh ar t h  at  SSDS Temple, Nai r obi

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  D i sn eylan d, Or l an do, USA
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Su man  Rai
r ecei vi n g N ew Mer cedes Car  E250 i n  New Delh i

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fami l y r ecei vi n g New Mer cedes Car
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2014 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  wi t h  Mr. J oh n D i ck son an d Mr. Holl y
from Global  Peace Fou ndati on  (GPF) i n Maryland, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u
Sin gh  i n  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  L as Vegas, USA
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u
Sin gh  at  D i sn eylan d, Or l an do, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
D i sn eylan d, Or l an do, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
D i sn eylan d, Or l an do, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
i n  Welcome Hot el , New  Delh i
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  an d Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  at  D i sn eylan d

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u
Sin gh  at  D i sn eylan d, Or l an do, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  at  L as Vegas, USA
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  an d D r. Ash bin du  Sin gh  at  L as Vegas, USA
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  at  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  L as Vegas, USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u
Sin gh  at  Gr an d Can yon , USA
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Gr an d Can yon , USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Gr an d Can yon , USA

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Gr an d Can yon , USA
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Gr an d Can yon  Nat i on al  Par k , USA

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Neer u  Sin gh  at  Gr an d Can yon  Nat i on al  Par k , USA
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2014 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  wi t h  Mr. J ames Man ch am, Fou n der  Pr esiden t of Seych el les, N iger i a

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. J u n  Sook  &  D r. Hyu n  J i n  Moon , Ch ai r man  GPF
  D r. Ch an dar i a an d Mr. J ames Man ch am, Fou n der  Pr esiden t  of Seych el l es i n  N iger i a
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h   Mr s. J u n  Sook  &  D r. Hyu n  J i n  Moon , Ch ai r man  GPF

2014 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  wi t h  Mr. J ames Man ch am, Fou n der  Pr esiden t of Seych el les, N iger i a
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu , Rajast h an

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d D r. H . Dawda at  Ah medabad, Gu jar at
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  an d D r. H . Dawda at  Ah medabad

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y i n  Mou n t  Abu

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Hot el  i n  L as Vegas, USA
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu , Rajast h an
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2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mou n t  Abu , Rajast h an

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mou n t  Abu , Rajast h an
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  a Ger man  Devot ee
at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu , Rajast h an

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mou n t  Abu 2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mou n t  Abu
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w i t h  Si st er  N i r mala at  Mou n t  Abu

2014 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s
Spi r i t u al  Un i ver si t y, Mou n t  Abu

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Si st er  Ch an dr i k a, D r. H . Dawda
at  Br ah ama Ku mar i s Cen t r e i n  Ah medabad, Gu jar at
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2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Dou glas Ragan  i n  New Delh i

2014 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. Ai sa K i r abo, Depu t y Eexecu t i ve
D i r ect or  UN-Habi t at , Mr. Dou glas Ragan  an d Fami l y Member s i n  Dwar k a, New Delh i



370

2015 : Mr s. Gayt r i Rai w i th  Mrs. Lat a Usendy an d Mr s. &  Mr. Kan darp Rai  i n I I C, New Delh i

2015 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Dwar k a r esiden ce, New Delh i

2015

2015 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Mr s. L at a Usen dy i n  I I C, New Delh i
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2015 :  Dr. Markandey Rai and Mrs. Gaytri Rai with Prof. Ramesh Chandra Rai and
Dr. Renu Kumari with Swami Ji at Rikhia Ashram, Bihar

2015 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at  Ramal l ah
Palest i n e for  I AOS Con fer en ce

2015 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai
at  Ram al l ah , Pal est i n e
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2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Tyagi
fr om Fi zi  at  I SC Mysor e

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  I n dian  Scien ce
Con gr ess ( I SC) Mysor e

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. Tyagi  fr om Fi zi  at  I SC Mysor e

2016
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  I n dian  Scien ce Con gr ess ( I SC) Msyor e

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  I n dian  Scien ce Con gr ess ( I SC) Msyor e
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. Tyagi  at  ( I SC) Mysor e

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. &  Pr of. Tyagi  at  ( I SC) Mysor e
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mysor e Zoo

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mysor e Zoo
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Dalai  L ama Temple, McL eodgan j , H .P.

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mysor e Zoo 2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Mysor e Zoo
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Dalai  L ama Temple, McL eodgan j , H .P.

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Dalai  L ama
Temple, M cL eodgan j , H imach a l  Pr adesh

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ch ai l , H .P.
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ch ai l , H .P.

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ch ai l , H .P.

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Ch ai l , H .P.

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  a Temple at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Pat i al a Palace, Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Sood at  Pat i al a Palace, Ch ai l , HP
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2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Sood at  Ku fr i , H imach al  Pr adesh

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Sood at  Ku fr i , H imach al  Pr adesh
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Temple at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Sood at  Ch ai l , H imach al  Pr adesh
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Agr a, U t t ar  Pr adesh

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  Mr. David Capr ar a at  Agr a, UP
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Agr a, U t t ar  Pr adesh

2016 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Col l et t e &  Mr. David Capr ar a at  Agr a, U t t ar  Pr adesh
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2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  Mr. David Capr ar a at  Agr a, UP

2016 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. &  Mr. David Capr ar a at  Agr a, UP
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  att en din g
Mar r i age of Miss Ir a Sin gh  (Ch i k oo) in  New Yor k

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  wi t h  Mr. An ant  Sin gh  an d
Mr. Ravin dr a Sin gh at ten din g Mar r iage of Miss I r a Sin gh  (Ch i k oo) in  New Yor k

2017
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at t en din g Mar r i age at  New Yor k
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  wi t h  D r. Ash bin du Singh  an d
Mrs. &  Pr of. Ramesh  Sin gh  at t en ding Mar r iage of Miss I r a Sin gh  (Ch i k oo) in  New Yor k

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  wi t h  Mr. An ant  Sin gh
att en din g Mar r i age of I r a Sin gh  (Ch i k oo) in  New Yor k
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2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  wi t h  h er  r el at i ves att en din g Mar r i age of Miss I r a Singh  in  New Yor k

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Van cou ver, USA

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  on  Cr u ze
t o Alask a, USA
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2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  at  h i s r esiden ce i n  Dayt on a Beach , Flor i da, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  r esiden ce i n  Dayt on a Beach , USA
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Pr i n ce Rai  at  Seat t l e, USA
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. B aldeo Du h r a i n  Van cou ver, Can ada

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  a Par k , Van cou ver, Can ada
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2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Pr i n ce Rai
at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gaytr i  Rai  w i t h Mr s. and Mr. Capr ara i n Wash in gt on  DC
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Pr i n ce Rai  at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  t h e r esiden ce of Mr. Bal deo Du h r a

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Du h r a
at  h er  r esiden ce, Van cou ver, Can ada
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  Van cou ver, Can ada

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Van cou v er, Can ada

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Su k h n a L ak e, Ch an digar h
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at t en din g  GYPF Con fer en ce at  Ch an digar h

2017 : Mr s. Ga yt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fr i en ds at t en din g GYPF Con fer en ce at  Ch an digar h



398

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Golden  Temple, Amr i t sar, Pu n jab

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Golden  Temple, Amr i t sar, Pu n jab

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Delegat es of GYPF at  Ch an digar h
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2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
Su k h n a L ak e, Ch an digar h

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Su k h n a L ak e, Ch an digar h

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Su k h n a L ak e, Ch an digar h
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  wi t h  Mr. Ram Yash Chau bey Fami l y at  J aipu r

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i Rai  w it h  Mr s. An jal i
Sh ar ma at  Min n eapoli s, USA

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Van cou v er, Can ada
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai ,
Mr. L al i t  Sh arma an d Mr s. An jal i  Sh arma at  Min n eapol is, USA
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  and Mrs. An jali  Shar ma at  Min neapol i s

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i Rai w i th   Pr of. Pank aj
Moh an , Nalan da Un iver si t y, B ihar

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w it h
h er  fr i en d i n  r esidence, Dwark a
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. An jal i  Sh arma at  Min n eapol is, USA

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i Rai w i th  Mrs. An jali  Shar ma and Mr. L al i t  Sh arma at  Min n eapol is, USA
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. An jal i  Sh arma at  Min n eapol is, USA

2017 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h Mr s. Anjal i Sh ar ma at  Min n eapoli s, USA
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at Minn eapol is, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , Mr. Lal i t Sh ar ma
an d Mr s. Anjal i Sh ar ma at  Min n eapoli s, USA
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , D r. Ren u Ku mar i
 an d Siddhar h  at  Bh galpu r, B ihar

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at r esidence in  Dwar k a, New Delh i
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  Ch an digar h

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Swam in i  Adi t yan an da at  Ch an digar h
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Alask a, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  fr i en d
in  Ber l i n , Ger man y
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2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr. Pr i n ce Ra i  at  Seat t l e, USA

2017 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Ar u n a &  D r. Man u  Ch an dar i a i n
Global  Peace Fou n dat i on  Con fer en ce (GF C) i n  N iger i a
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Pash u pat i n at h  Temple, Kat h man du

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. Sh an t i  J osh i  at  Kat h man du

2018

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i ,
Mr s. Sh an ti Joshi  at Pashupat inath  Temple
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. Sh an t i  J osh i  at  Kat h man du

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. Sh an t i  J osh i  at  Kat h man du
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  at t en din g t h e weddin g cer emon y of U t k ar sh . Ot h er s i n  t h e
ph ot o ar e Su r r ya, Sh au r ya, Tan u ja, Rah u l , U t k ar sh , Vaar u n i  an d D r. P R Tr i vedi

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Mr s. Sh an t i  J osh i  at  Pok h ar a, Nepal
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2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Sh an t i  J osh i’s Fami l y i n  Kat h man du , Nepal

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Fami l y Member s
per for min g Pu ja at  Home U j i ar, Bal l i a, U t t ar  Pr adesh
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Gat eway of I n dia, Mu mbai
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2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  n ew  For t u n er  Car

2018 : D r. Mark an dey Rai  wi t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  r ecei vi ng n ew  For t u ner  Car  at  Dwar k a, Delh i

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Gan ges, U j i ar
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr. Aj i t  Meh t a for
Mar r i age Cer emon y of h i s son  Mr. An u j  Meh t a i n  Mu mbai

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  r el at i ves
at t en din g Mar r i age Cer emon y of Mr. An u j  Meh t a i n  Mu mbai
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2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  per for min g Pu ja at  Home U j i ar  Vi l l age, Bal l i a, U t t ar  Pr adesh
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2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Mu mbai 2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Goa

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Goa
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2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Hon ’ble Mr s. Mr i du la Sin h a, Gover n or  of Goa

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
at  Raj  Bh awan , Goa

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Goa
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  i n  Tr imbak esh war  Temple, Nasi k

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai
w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Goa

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h
Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Goa

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  i n  Goddess Temple
in  H imach a l  Pr adesh
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  en joyin g at  Sea Beach , Goa

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Goa 2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Goa
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  fr i en ds at  Bu ddh i st  Mon ast er y i n  H .P.

2018 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Sh al i n i  Salu j a &  Mr. Ar vi n d Salu ja i n  Temple, Palampu r
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Pr i ya Ran jan  Tr i vedi  du r i n g t h e
Book  Release i n  Yoga an d Nat u r opat h y Su mmi t

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Man u  Ch an dar i a at  h i s r esiden ce i n  Nai r obi
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Pr i ya Ran jan  Tr i vedi  an d Hon ’ble Min i st er
D r. J it en dr a Sin gh, r el easin g t h e Book Release Fun ct ion  on  Wor ld En vir on men t  Day at  II C

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Pr i ya
Ran jan  Tr i ved i n  Kamak h ya Temple

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n
Kamak h ya Temple, Gu wah at i , Assam
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ms. Maimu n ah  M. Sh ar i f, Execu t i ve D i r ect or, UN-Habi t at
Offi ce r el easin g t h e Book  “Th e Ch al l en ges of  21st Cen t u r y”, Nai r obi , Ken ya

2018:D r. Mar k an dey Rai  wi t h  Mr. Siddh ar t h Ch at t er j ee r el easin g t he Book s i n  h i s offi ce, Nai r obi
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  del i ver i n g h i s speech  on  t h e occasion  of  Yoga
an d Nat u r opat h y Su mmi t , I n dia I n t er n at i on al  Cen t r e, New Delh i

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  w i t h  D r. Pr i ya Ran jan  Tr i vedi  l i gh t i n g t h e
lamp on  t h e occasion  of Yoga an d Nat u r opat h y Su mmi t , I I C, New Delh i
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mast er  Upadh yay i n  Var an asi

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Upadh yay i n  Var an asi , U .P.
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Pr i ya Ran jan  Tr i vedi  di st r i bu t i n g
t h e Awar ds on  t h e occasion  of Yoga an d Nat u r opat h y Su mmi t , I I C, New Delh i

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d D r. Pr i ya Ran jan  Tr i vedi  w i t h  Team Member s, I I EE
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of. An n a Tibai j u k a an d Pr ime Min i st er  of Tan zan ia
for  Global  Peace Con ven t i on  i n  Kampala, Ugan da

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Pr of. An n a Tibai j u k a an d Pr ime Min i st er  of Tan zan ia
w i t h  Offi ci al s of Global  Peace Con ven t i on  i n  Kampala, Ugan da
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2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr. David Capr ar a an d
Sadh vi  Bh agawat i  Sar aswat i  of Par mar t h  N i k et an , Ri sh i k esh

2018 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. P R Tr i vedi , Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai , D r. U t k ar sh  Sh ar ma,
Mr. Siddh ar t h  an d ot h er  fami l y member s at  Par yavar an  Complex, New Delh i
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  i n  Temple at  Palampu r, H .P.

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  i n  I SCON Temple, New Delh i

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Sh al i n i  Salu j a &  Mr. Ar vi n d Salu ja i n  Temple, Palampu r

2019
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  i n  Mah abal i pu r am Temple, Tami l n adu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i   Rai  i n
Mah a bal i pu r am Temple, Tami l n adu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Ms. Veen a Sr i vast ava an d K i sh ala i n  Dwar k a, New Delh i
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mah abal i pu r am Temple, T. N .

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mah abal i pu r am Temple, T.N .

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i   Rai  at
Mah a bal i pu r am Temple, Tami l n adu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i   Rai  at
Mar i n a Beach , Ch en n ai , Tami l n adu
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  per for min g Pu ja i n  Colu mbu s

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai , Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  an d Siddh ar t h  w i t h  K i sh ala an d h er  par en t s
Pr of. Rajesh  Sr i vast ava an d Mr s. Veen a du r i n g t h ei r  En gagemen t  i n  Colu mbu s

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  per for min g Pu ja i n  Colu mbu s
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2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i   Rai  at
Mah ab al i pu r am , Tami l  Nadu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i   Rai  at
Mah ab al i pu r am , Tami l  Nadu

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mah abal i pu r am, Tami l  Nadu

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mah abal i pu r am, Tami l  Nadu
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Mah abal i pu r am, Tami l  Nadu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
Mah ab al i pu r am , Tami l  Nadu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Miss K i sh ala an d ot h er  fami l y member s i n  Dwar k a, New Delh i
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2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  par t i ci pat i n g i n  Rat h  Yat r a i n
J oy Apar t men t  Compou n d, Dwar k a, New Delh i

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i   Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h
du r i n g h i s En gagemen t  at  Colu mbu s

2019 : Siddh ar t h  Rai  as a Pi l ot
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2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  Samdh an
Mr s Veen a Sr i vast ava i n  Colu mbu s

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  an d K i sh ala i n  Colu mbu s

2019 : Siddh ar t h  an d K i sh ala
t ak in g oat h  i n  t h e Colu mbu s Cou r t
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2019 :  Siddh ar t h  an d K i sh ala t ak in g oat h  i n  t h e Cou r t  w i t h  t h ei r  fami l y member s

2019 :  Siddh ar t h  an d K i sh ala w i t h  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai
fami l y member s an d fr i en ds aft er  Cou r t  Mar r i age i n  Colu mbu s
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2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  K i sh ala
i n  Colu mbu s

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  i n  Ramesh war am
Temple at  Tamin adu

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w i t h  K i sh ala i n  Oh io Un i ver si t y

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  w it h  Pr of. Rajesh  Sr i vast ava



444

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  an d Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Pr of. Rajesh  Sr i vast ava i n  h i s offi ce, Naples, F lor i da

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  Siddh ar t h  an d Pr of. Rajesh  Sr i vast ava
in  h i s offi ce, Naples, F lor i da
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at Parmar at h  N i k et an , Ri sh i k esh

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at Parmar at h  N i k et an , Ri sh i k esh

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h Mr. An an d Ku mar Rai’s famil y at  Par marat h  N i k et an , Ri sh i k esh
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Gayt r i
Rai  at  Siddh ar t h ’s Apar t men t  i n

Dayt on a Beach , Flor i da, USA

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h
Siddh ar t h  at  h i s Apar t men t

Dayt on a Beach , Flor i da, USA

2019 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s. Tar a Gan dh i  Bh at t ach ar j ee
at  Gan dh i’s Smr i t i  an d Dar sh an , Rajgh at , New Delh i
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2019 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  For mer  Pr esiden t  of Ecu ador  Mr. Sor en son
an d h i s Secr et ar y Ms. Ol i n da Salgu er o i n  Seou l , Sou t h  Kor ea

2019 :  D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  For mer  Pr esiden t  of Mon gol i a H .E. Och i r bat  an d
Ambassador  of Mon gol i a t o UN Mr. J ar gal sai k h an  En k h sai k h an
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2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Siddh ar t h ’s
Apar t men t  i n  Dayt on a Beach

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at  Siddh ar t h ’s
Apar t men t  i n  Dayt on a Beach

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
Ramesh war am , Tami l n adu

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  at
Ramesh war am , Tami l n adu
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu es of UN-Habi t at  Offi ce i n  Fu k u ok a, J apan

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  col l eagu e of UN-Habi t at  Offi ce i n  Fu k u ok a, J apan
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ch h an n u  Mah ar aj  i n  Var an asi , U t t ar  Pr adesh

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Ambassador  of Bh u t an  an d Offi ci al s of ARSP, New Delh i
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  H .E. Dan iel  Ch u bu r u , Ambassador  of Ar gen t i n a t o I n dia

2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Gan dh ian  Th in k er  Pr of. Ramjee Sin gh
at  Gan dh i’s Smr i t i  an d Dar sh an , Rajgh at , New Delh i
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2019 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  i n  t h e UN Gen er al  Assembly Hal l , New  Yor k , USA

2019 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  D r. Ren u  Ku mar i  for  weddin g cer emon y of
Mr. Pr i n ce Rai  i n  Var an asi , U t t ar  Pr adesh
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2020 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Nobel
L au r eat es Pr of. Abh i j i t  Ban er j ee

2020 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fami l y member s du r i n g t h e Hol i  Celebr at i on  at  U j i ar, Bal l i a

2020

2020 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  Mr s.
Gayt r i  Rai  i n  J oy Apar t men t s, Dwar k a
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2020 : D r. Mar k an dey Rai  w i t h  D r. Pr i ya Ran jan  Tr i vedi  an d Hon ’ble D r. N .N . Voh r a,
Ch ai r man , I n dian  I n t er n at i on al  Cen t r e r el easin g t h e Book  at  I I C, New Delh i

2020 : Mr s. Gayt r i  Rai  w i t h  h er  fami l y member s du r i n g t h e Hol i  Celebr at i on  at  U j i ar, Bal l i a
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Chapter 7

GLIMS OF THOUGHTS ON GLOBAL ISSUES
(A Series of the important Articles of Dr. Markandey Rai published earlier)

ADDRESSING CRITICAL ISSUES OF THE 21st CENTURY

Some time ago I was invited to a party in the Tribe Hotel in Nairobi. The General Manager
explained to us why he chose to name the hotel Tribe, saying that despite the struggles and
conflicts in Kenya and in Africa, the truth is that there is only one planet, earth, and there
is only one tribe that matters—humankind.

I agree. We are one tribe of human beings, one family from one father and one God. I think
the truth is that we are one family under one God. We are love; we are peace. Love is our
form, peace is our form, and development is our right.

All religions teach that peace begins from each of us. You are Ambassadors for Peace, and
you have to make sure that the world is peaceful. Unfortunately, we have forgotten how to
breathe, how to live, how to love. Be simple, normal, and livable. We are all real human
beings. It is often said that if we lose wealth, nothing is lost. But if we lose health, something
is lost. If the whole human family loses its character, a great deal is lost.

I would like to clarify some things about the United Nations, which I serve. I will quote from
the UN Charter, which was signed on the 26th June 1945 in San Francisco and came into
force on the 24th October  of that year. It was formed as a response to the great suffering of
World War II. It opens with the words: “We the peoples”, and continues with the broad
mission of the United Nations—

• To save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has
brought untold sorrow to mankind, and

• To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and

• To establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from
treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and

• To promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, And for these
ends

• To practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbors, and
• To unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and
• To ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed

force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and
• To employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social

advancement of all peoples

As we review these stirring words, it is important to remember that the UN is not just
governments; it is not just parliaments; it is not just organizations. The UN is us: That is the
meaning of term, “We the peoples.” The heads of state signed, but they signed on our behalf.
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Don’t think of the UN as something alien. The UN is you, the UN is us. When you are
talking about peace, you are promoting the agenda of the United Nations. You are helping
humanity. You are helping the universe. Peace is the main reason why the United Nations
was formed.

The economic crisis is not everything. If you lose your values or your character, everything is
lost. Give your service to humanity through the United Nations. We have to see that nobody
goes to sleep without food. Almost a billion people do not have enough food. They go to bed
without food. One-third of the Indian population is illiterate. How can we progress if we
can’t read? It is of great value to educate somebody.

The United Nations works mainly in the following four areas: peace and security, economic
and social development, human rights and humanitarian affairs, and international law.
UN-HABITAT works in the second category and is the United Nations agency for human
settlements. It is mandated by the UN General Assembly to promote socially and
environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing adequate shelter
for everyone.

We help the urban poor by transforming cities into safer, healthier, greener places with
better opportunities where everyone can live in dignity. We work with organizations at every
level, including all spheres of government, civil society, and the private sector to help build,
manage, plan, and finance sustainable development. We target issues of slums, water, and
sanitation by setting norms, monitoring levels, technical co-operation, and financing.

With half of the world’s population living in cities, there can be no sustainable development
without sustainable urbanization. Urbanization, urban poverty, and climate change are all
linked, and cities and towns represent the nexus of the equation. We seek sustainable
urbanization, keeping families together, maintaining the sanctity of the institution of
marriage, and empowering women and youth.

Governments alone cannot solve all the problems. All stakeholders including local authorities,
NGOs, community-based organizations, communities, the private sector, and other local
partners have to work together.

The eighth Millennium Development Goal is to build global partnerships. The UN isn’t
looking only at governments. Everyone from individuals to civil society must become partners.
Time is of the essence. This is time for action. Globalization is both a good term and a bad
term. Poverty is experienced everywhere. Climate change is not an issue for just one country;
it is a global issue.

I work with members of parliament. Parliamentarians are leaders and representatives of
people. They are instrumental in advocating for the rights and needs of the people. They set
the laws and policies, and they hold the keys to funding. Partnerships with parliamentarians
can help in mainstreaming issues of shelter, urban poverty reduction, and climate change
into national policies.

A round table meeting of Global Parliamentarians was held in March 2009 during the World
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Urban Forum V in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Climate Change and Human Settlements. This
was a good opportunity for young leaders, parliamentarians, ministers, and leaders of all
walks of life to join in discussing the theme: The Right to the City: Bridging the Urban
Divide.

Still, there have been enough meetings. It is time to act. Help poor people get food. Educate
the uneducated.

We are sons and daughters of one God. We should unite as one family. More than one billion
people are living in slum areas. The world headquarters of UN Habitat is in Nairobi, and we
have the world’s biggest slum in Nairobi! The president has announced that he will remove
slums. Let’s think how we can benefit brothers and sisters who are not as fortunate as we
are.

I work to promote love, peace, and unity. This will come only through one family under one
God. You may call God by any name, but God is one and we are one family. This is a great
challenge, but nothing is impossible when we have the right mission and there is strong
conviction.

1 draw my personal philosophy of peace from the ancient and universal Aryan (Hindu)
philosophy:

Akah Sad Vipra Bahudha Badabti. This means that God is one but we call Him by different
names.

Udar chatitanam tu Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam. This means that for generous people, the whole
globe is a family.

Akashyat Patitam Toyam Jatha Gachchati Sagaram, Sarva Dev Namaskarm Krishanam
Pratigachchayati.

This means that as rainwater drops from the sky and goes to the sea as its ultimate goal, you
can call God Krishna, by any name.

Let me close by reciting a Hindu prayer for universal peace:

Let the sky be peaceful,
the universe be peaceful,
earth be peaceful, water be peaceful,
all medicinal plants be peaceful,
all plants and trees be peaceful,
all gods of the universe be peaceful.
May the Almighty God be peaceful and all be peaceful. May peace prevail!
Let it become more profound wherever it goes.
May it free us from all fear!
Let the people be peaceful,
and may there be no fear of any animals.
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Chapter 8

GLOBAL PEACE SERVICE ALLIANCE
PARTNERSHIP WITH UN-HABITAT

We all know that Global Peace and Sustainable Development are the main foundations of
the creation of United Nations in 1945. The Charter of the United Nations was signed on the
26th June 1945, in San Francisco, at the conclusion of United Nations Conference on
international organization and came into force on the 24th October 1945. The Charters in its
preamble states as:

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED
* to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has

brought untold sorrow to mankind, and
* to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human

person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and
* to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from

treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and
* to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,
* and for these ends
* to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours,

and
* to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security,
* To ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed

force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and
* to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social

advancement of all peoples,

And with this commitments an international organization, the United Nations was
established. And from that date the United Nations is working mainly in the broader area
of:

* Peace and Security,
* Economic and Social Development,
* Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, and
* International Law

We are all only two conscious of the two mega-trends shaping our daily lives, and our societies-
globalization and the information revolution.

But there is a third mega-trend. Less discussed, perhaps less visible on a daily basis, it is
having an equally important impact on our societies and the way we live. This third mega-
trend is urbanization and the growth of cities.

UN-Habitat research shows that today half of humanity is living in towns and cities. It
marks the beginning of the new urban era. It is projected that by 2030, that figure will rise
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to two-thirds. Make no mistake; we live at a time of unprecedented, rapid, and irreversible
urbanization.

There are two other features of our new urban era. The first is that climate change is emerging
at the forefront of international debate today at the same time, and virtually at the same
pace, as the world becomes urbanized.

The other feature is that the global number of slum dwellers is now roughly one billion. Our
latest research shows that sub-Saharan Africa today still has the world’s highest proportion
of its city dwellers living in slums. They constitute 62 percent of Africa’s urban populations.
That compares to 43 percent in South Asia, 37 percent in East Asia, 28 percent in Southeast
Asia, 27 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean, and 15 percent in North Africa.

The locus of global poverty is moving to the cities. It is a process we call the urbanisation of
poverty. In our view, it reflects a crisis in governance, government and planning. We need to
be able to live in cities with the democratic space that allows for the inclusion of all citizens,
rich and poor, in crucial decision-making processes, promoting the rule of law, law
enforcement, and the protection of human rights. These are critical to a world vision based
on equity and justice.

As high and volatile food and energy prices have pushed at least 100 million people around
the world back into poverty. Indeed, slums are multiplying, urban crime is rampant,
development keeps sprawling, transport efficiency is declining, energy costs are rising, and
health problems are increasing, while people in many countries are walling themselves off
from others in gated communities. We now face the prospect that our efforts and those of
Member States to meet the Millennium Development Goals and reduce poverty, ill health,
hunger and the shelter crisis will be rolled back.

The number of children and youth is currently the largest in history relative to the adult
population. Young people ages 15-24 comprise an estimated 1.2 billion people of today’s
world population, with about 87% living in developing countries. Due to rapid urbanization
in Africa, Latin America, and Asia, a significant proportion of the world’s young people will
live in urban areas in low and middle income countries. By 2030, the number of urban
dwellers will reach 5 billion, or 60% of the world’s population, with most of the growth
taking place in developing world.

In the Millennium Assembly the Heads of State and Government gathered at United Nations
headquarters in New York in September 2000 at the dawn of new Millennium reaffirmed
again their faith in the organization and its Charter as indispensable foundations of a more
peaceful, prosperous and just world. They committed themselves to take collective
responsibility to achieve Millennium Development Goals set by them by the year 2015.

However, it is proven fact that government cannot solve all the problems and provide all the
services alone. All stakeholders including faith based organizations, non-governmental
organizations, civil societies, communities, the private sector and local partners have to play
their role and work together for achieving the goals for a better and peaceful world. UN-
Habitat fully recognizes the positive role of faith-based organizations including the Universal
Peace Federation in motivating people of the world for peace and sustainable development.
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As our former Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan says most aptly, that “Good leadership is
vital if we are to overcome the challenges that face our world. Nowhere is this more essential
than in Africa. Our continent has immense problems, but also extraordinary potential.
Without honest and sound leadership, the danger is that this potential will remain unfulfilled”.

Parliamentarians are the law makers and therefore act as agents of change. These elected
representatives of nation, as legislators and representatives of citizens, are spokespersons
for their voters, whose interests they defend. UN-HABITAT recognizes the Parliamentarians
as a crucial partner in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and achieving the
Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) in line with MTSIP. They are the representative of
people and their aspirations in the respective governments. They can hold their government
accountable for the commitments at the national as well international forums.
Parliamentarians are in- charge of making governments accountable to their international
commitments such as the MDGs. What is expected is coherent action by governments in
delivering on their promises, and by parliamentarians in holding their governments to
accountable. For UN-Habitat, partnership with parliamentarians can help in mainstreaming
issues of shelter and urban poverty reduction into national policies.

UN-Habitat recognizes that partnership with all stakeholders is vital to build support for its
mission and the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). I organized a Round Table Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on the topic of
Climate Change and Human Settlements on the 23rd March 2010 during the World Urban
Forum Conference, 22-26 March 2010 which had an overall theme of the Right to City:
Bridging the Urban Divide. The World Urban Forum is a partners meeting.

UN-Habitat partnership with Global Peace Service Alliance began with the Global Peace
Festival Celebration after post election violence in August 2008 in Nairobi, Kenya. UN-
Habitat had played a very important role in building peace and reconciliation in Kenya. The
Executive Director Dr. Anna Tibaijuka who was also the Director-General of the United
Nations office at Nairobi supported the peace talk headed by Mr. Kofi Annan. When the
Global Peace Festival was celebrated I represented Mrs. Tibaijuka in the festival and that
was the beginning of our relation with GPF. Later on Youth Federation of World Peace of the
Universal Peace Federation contacted me and wished for partnership for organizing the
International Young Leader Summit in the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON)
premises. I provided all possible support for it and a very successful conference for Peace
building in Africa and Achieving Millennium Development Goal was organized on 19-22
March 2009. Again I represented the United Nations and the Director General in that
conference. About three hundred young leaders participated and many prominent
personalities like Martin Luther King III, Mr. James Mancham, Founding President of
Seychelles Professor Helen Sambili Kenya’s Minister of Youth and Sports and many other
distinguished speakers provided their visions. My son Mr. Siddharth supported the conference
with his full dedication and commitments. The most surprise to me was the finale in the
evening where it was announced that I have been conferred with an honour of Ambassador
for Peace. I was not expecting such recognition and honour for a small contribution. I was
overwhelmed when another announcement came that my son is also recognized as a Young
Ambassador for Peace for his role in the Young Leaders Summit. He was also caught in
surprise. My son and myself and my wife have taken this honour seriously, and committed
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to promote Love, Peace and Unity. This will come only through One Family under one God.
You call by any name but god is one and we all are member of one family.

It is a great challenge but nothing is impossible when mission is right and there is a strong
conviction. I read the certificate which is as follows:

Ambassador for Peace: Universal Peace Federation/Inter-religious and International
Federation for World Peace - consistent with their mission to establish world peace, the
Universal Peace Federation/Inter-religious and International Federation of World Peace
acknowledge as Ambassador for Peace those individuals whose lives exemplify the ideal of
living for the sake of others, and who dedicated themselves to practices which promote the
founding ideals of the UPFIIIFWP: universal moral values, strong family life, inter-religious
co-operation, international harmony, renewal of the United Nations, a responsible public
media, and the establishment of a culture of peace. Transcending racial, national and religious
barriers, the Ambassadors for Peace contribute to the fulfillment of the hope of all ages, a
unified world of peace wherein the spiritual and material dimensions of life are harmonized.
The Universal Peace Federation/ Inter-religious and International Federation for World Peace
are proud to hereby recognize as Ambassador for peace, Dr. Markandey Rai.

What a great honour but at the same time a very heavy responsibility. Do I deserve it? Can
I come to the expectations and for the ideals this plaque promotes? All these questions were
in my mind in the beginning but now I have accepted and I shall do my best to live for others.
And I am committed to work for universal peace. One thing is sure that I believe in the
philosophy of One Family under One God is only solution for world peace. In Aryan religion,
it was said long before that:

Akah Sad Vipra Bahudha Badabti
This means, God is one but we call by different names.
Udar Chartitanam tu Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam

This means that for generous people, the whole globe is a family.

This philosophy only can bring universal peace and brotherhood. In the era of globalization,
the most badly affected institutions are the family and marriage. Families are breaking and
there is no seriousness about marriage institutions.

We in the UN have stopped asking in our surveys where you are married or not? We ask
whether you have partner or not because in the western world people do not like to be asked
about the marital status. Your partner may be male or female; temporary or permanent.
There is no commitment for each other; rather that is a matter of convenience and need.

This is prayer to God for Universal peace. Let the air be peaceful, the sky be peaceful, earth
to be peaceful, water be peaceful, all medicinal plant be peaceful, all plants and trees to be
peaceful, all gods of the universe to be peaceful. The all mighty God to be peaceful, all to be
peaceful and let more and more peace be prevailed and let it be deepen more and more and
wherever it goes let is make everybody free from any fear. Let the people be peaceful and
also the animals to be peaceful. Good peace to be prevailed everywhere.
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Chapter 9

PROMOTING PEACE AND UNIFICATION IN
KOREAN PENINSULA: INDIA AND KOREAN

EMOTIONAL CONNECTION
I was reading and listening the story of Kim Suro, King of Gaya in the first century AD in
the Southern state of South Korea before the Shilla dynasty. The famous King Suro united
and expanded to make a very strong kingdom and lived for more than 158 years. Most
important thing, which I am telling now, is that he married with queen Heo who went from
Bharat (India) by boat. Now, the historians and scientist believe that she went from Ayodhya
in UP from Rama family. Both had 12 children together. Two sons agreed to keep the sir
name Heo and they believe that they are brother and sisters so they do not marry among
themselves. Even the Kim also do not marry with Heos with the same belief. More than six
million Koreans trace their lineage to Queen Heo. Queen Heo died at the age of 157.

Koreans have now erected a monument in the memory of queen Heo Hwang – ok at the other
side of Sarayu River and both Koreas believe that their great grand mother came form this
place. This was inaugurated in the presence of over hundred of historians and government
representatives including both the Ambassadors from North and South Korea. In 2016 a
Korean delegation proposed to develop the memorial. When both Koreas are on loggerhead,
and having very bitter relation, India can play a crucial role as the mediator. Keeping this in
my mind, this time when I happened to go to Incheon and Seoul to address several meetings
and International IT exhibitions, I decided to sneak out to go to Gimhae, which is a town
close to the second largest city in South Korea, called Bussan.

It was indeed a very nice experience; I took a bullet train and reached from Seoul to Gimhae.
I had booked my hotel on the Internet, and I reached there by car. It was evening by that
time so I went around to have my dinner and slept comfortably with planning to go to the
tomb of Kim Suro, King of Gaya and Queen Heo in the morning. Initially I wished to take a
taxi to save time but on enquiry I was told that it is not very far and can go by bus or on foot.
On further enquiry I decided to walk on foot. I reached after walking for 20 minutes. First
was the King’s tomb. I was given support by the tourist office of Gimhae and explained about
the surroundings. The office was very friendly and they assured to inform the tour guide at
the Queen’s tomb to take me around. It was lunchtime so I went to a nearby restaurant and
ordered pizza for my lunch. The lady was very friendly and served me nice pizza of sweet
potato and assigned a table near window, which can oversee the tomb of King. She explained
the route to go to Queen’s tomb as well. The tour office had reopened by that time after lunch
break, so I walked to that place where they guided me and informed the tour guide there as
promised.

I reached to Queen tomb in less than 10 minutes walking by lanes. A lady received me and
took me around. She explained me about the pagoda which queen had carried with her to
protect her from any bad weather and sea storm on her sea route from India to Gimhae. The
stone of pagoda has worn out due to belief among the sailors that if you keep a piece of stone
with you on your voyage, it will protect you from any calamity.
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The stone is a peculiar sand stone with some reddish line here and there but unique fact is
that such stone are not available in Korea anywhere. It is available in India only. This
confirms that this relic was from India.

Queen Heo carried with her a herb which is very popular still, and the believe is that the
leafs and flower can be used as tea for curing any sickness. This is called Tangun Tea. Both
the king and queen lived more than a century.

Gimhae is a happy city with beautiful nature. This is an eco-friendly city where nature and
human being live in harmony. It has a great history and a very cultured city with nice and
helpful people.  Gaya, the forth empire, despite its unknown history, was a tremendous
empire and was famous for ironware and earthenware, difficult to find in the world. The
Gaya Dynasty Period usually refers to the history of more than 600 years from the 1st century
BC to the 532 or 562 AD.

Royal Tomb of King Suro is the symbolic cultural relic. King Suro of Gimhae is the progenitor
of Garakguk (42 to 532 AD). Royal tomb of King Suro, founder of Garak and founder of the
Gimhae Kim clan, the Gimhae Heo Clan and Incheon Yi clan.  As King Suro first came from
eggs, they say that he was called “Suro”. He died in 199 AD at the age of 158.

Queen Heo, the wife of King Suro was the Princess of the Indian Ayuta Kingdom and her
full name was Heo Hwang – OK. In 48 AD when the Princess Suriratna of Ayodhya was 16
years old, she sailed to Garak Kingdom and married King Suro, the founder of the Garak
Kingdom. In 189 AD she passed away. Queen Heo made her two sons of her 10 sons follow
her last name just before she died, the Heos  of Gimhae was created and they say that the
marriage of the Kim’s of Gimhae with the Heos of Gimhae has been prohibited. At the tomb
of Queen Heo there is an emblem with a pair of fish called ‘Ssangeomun’. It was the national
emblem of Garakguk and a symbol of religious belief as an auspicious and fish is considered
as the intelligent existence that protects men. Ssangeomun are still found in Buddhist shrines
of Gyeongnam, which was an old land of Gaya. Both the Tomb of King Suro and Queen Heo
are of the same round shape covered with soil and height is about five metres. They are the
largest tomb in Gimhae region. It is well-maintained, and rituals are performed on the specific
dates by the caretaker.

When both the Koreans had agreed to go for talk next week in January 2018, India would
have used its position of trust by both countries to bring them closure. Both were same
country and families have suffered a lot by this division after Korean war in 1950. It was not
their choice to divide; rather it was imposed on them by two super powers. Today geopolitics
has changed and Koreans should decide their fate. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of India should
work closely with the Ministry of Unification of South Korea and also KOIKA as well as with
the Korean Foundation and other partners from NGO’s to pave the way for the Unification
of the Korean Peninsula. We should support Korea Unification. There are several initiatives
and action groups, which are active. However, there is no leader like Gandhi, Mandela or
Martin Luther King who can lead this civil right movement. It is a Korean dream so the
leader should come from among them. The person should be acceptable by majority in both
North and South Korea to lead this movement. The Family Peace Association of Dr. Hyun
Jin Moon can play a very strategic role in uniting families both side of the boarder. This is a
unique opportunity and India can assist in that process through empowering Korean people
to bring change from inside.
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Chapter 10

TRANSFORMING PERSONALITY AND
INNOVATIVE MANAGEMENT THROUGH

SELF ANALYSIS AND SELF DEVELOPMENT

Sat Guru is the one who connect you to the supreme. We all jeev Atama are the image of the
Supreme and it ultimate aim is to connect with the supreme. This connectivity can be when
we see the same supreme in everybody either in Jad or in Chetanya world.  He did it to me
by providing guidance to connect me with the people and I am here in this service. I salute
him: Shat - Shat Namaskar.

As invitation card also describes that personality of individual constitutes of five qualities-
physical, emotional, intellectual, moral, and spiritual strength. In other words, personality
is the sum of total of what a person is - in physical, behavioral, thoughts and feelings.
Personality is a combination of many dimensions, physical, mental, spiritual, ethical, and
moral and so on. You get a magnetic field-aura, if you develop and empower your personality.
Human body is more powerful than steel and softer than a flower. It depends on how you
handle it.

The five qualities, which form the personality, have its unique importance. First impression
is of your physical look.  We say a good personality by observing the first glimpse and keep
on adding with all above qualities of physical body.  But if you do not have emotions, it is just
like a flower without fragrance.  However, body is not merely a machine. It is a bundle of
senses and emotions. Knowledge is power and most powerful is ‘GOD’.

TRANSFORMATION IS A PROCESS AND IT IS INEVITABLE

Addi Shankaracharya has described knowledge as ‘God’.  He gives examples of a rope being
on the ground in the dark resemble as a snake. Knowledge of the Truth is realization and
absolute truth is God. And this Shloka:

     “Vidhya Dadati Vinayam, Vinayam Dadati Patratam,
      Patratam Dhanam Paraptanoti, Dhanam Prapnoti Tatah Sukham”.

Knowledge gives humbleness, humbleness gives suitability (qualification) and from
qualification wealth is earned and from the earned wealth comes happiness.

Knowledge transforms personality. I go beyond that saying and strongly believe that sole
cause of all suffering today is illiteracy in our country. If you want to eradicate poverty, one
should strike on illiteracy and promote education. In India still about 25-30% of population
is illiterate, 20% of the population is under poverty line.

See our State Kerala where illiteracy is Zero and see the difference in poverty level and
quality of life as well as personality development.
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In another Shloka:

“Yesham Naa Vidhya Na Tapo Na Danam, Gyanam Na Sheelam Na Guno Na Dharma,
Te Martyaloke Bhumi Bhar Bhuta, Manushya Rupen Mrigas Charanti,”

What makes an animal to human is beautifully jotted down in this ‘Shloka’.  Those who do
not possess these qualities are equivalent to animals. What are these qualities:-

Knowledge, self-discipline and control, donation, humility, good qualities and good work.
Otherwise they are like animals and unwanted weight on the earth… Those who believe in
incarnation and theory of Karma, they also believe that whatever you are today is because of
your past ‘Karmas’.  Good knowledge will not only give you pleasure in this life rather shapes
you for the next birth also.  Sometimes it happens in a sudden and due to coincidence.  Many
lives have been completely transformed. Take example of Mahatma Gandhi. As described in
his autobiography “My Experiments with Truth”, he was a very ordinary, shy person with a
very mild personality and due one incidence in South Africa (Petersmariberg) he became the
father of the nation, he liberated India and proved that non-violence is more powerful than
any lethal weapon.

Many examples we have of instant or sudden personality transformation: Dhruwa who was
transformed (due to his step mother Suruchi), Prahalad (due to one incidence of catty in the
kiln) Balmiki (due to Sapta Rishi’s questions), Vishwamitra (due to defeat from Vashisth),
Tulsidas (due to his wife), Kalidas (also due to his wife Vidyawati), Buddha (transformed
due to sight of human misery) and Mira to name a few. Something suddenly happened in
their life - some incidence and that transformed their life completely.

It happens in the negative transformation also. When Baman Bhagawan went to test Asur
King Bali and he took all his kingdom in three steps of land and still for half steps the king
agreed to measure his back as promised, his daughter who was so impressed from Bhagawan
charming personality of Baman that she wanted to be mother of that child but when she
found that his father was cheated then she became revengeful and wanted to kill this small
boy by giving poison through breastfeeding. Due to this ill-desire she was re-born as Putana
in Lord Krishna time.

Transformation by knowledge has an excellent example of Jagat Guru Lord Krishna preaching
to Arjuna when he surrendered in the middle of the battlefield of Mahabharata. That was
the highest level of depression that Arjuna was going through and was not ready to fight
and his feet were trembling and he was no way ready to fight at any cost. When Arjuna
declined to fight in the middle of Mahabharta in the battlefield, Sri Krishna, the supreme
God, gave him knowledge of Bhagawat Geeta, the live knowledge enlightened Arjuna and
that transformed him for the Great Battle of life. The whole Geeta teaches us about the
personality transformation through true knowledge directly from God. Arjuna an ordinary
person becomes a great hero through knowledge from Lord Krishna.  Krishna was the real
Guru.  A Guru can transform your personality albeit your whole life.

Bulent Eavit, former Prime Minister of Turkey was mentioned in the media that whenever
there is a problem, he opens Gita to know what Krishna said to Arjuna.
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Let me tell a story of one of my friend who was with me in Queens College, Varanasi.  He was
the most sober and gentle person among our friends. It so happened that his father was
assassinated due to rivalry in his village. In retaliation, more than 5 persons were murdered
from the opposite group and he was also arrested and leveled as a hardcore murderer.  People
were scared of him and mothers used to tell their children to sleep otherwise a brutal murderer
i.e. head cutter will come. Later we used to laugh with him and amused due to this
transformation. He was the same person. Only the circumstances made him a criminal. He
is now a proud police officer, a real honest police officer.

For leaders in India it is very common that a criminal becomes a minister and the same
police who used to make life hell are now his/her security officers and obey their instructions
(Sibu Suren) implicated in murder case.

And what better example of a man who transformed himself regularly than the Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger. “He grew up as an average, skinny boy in Austria. Then he got into
bodybuilding and became Mr. Universe.  Then he went to Hollywood to become a movie actor
and became a mega-star.  Then, he became Governor of California.  He is again re-elected for
the second term. Arnold did not just change; he transformed himself over and over again.
He developed new skills – from muscles, to acting, to politics – and in the process not only
re-defined himself but also gained a new relevance each time”.

Amrapali was a prostitute and when “Buddha” was camping in Bihar she wanted to take
Diksha from him and was refused. She asked Budha a question why he cannot give her
Dikshaand that a real guru should not discriminate between good and bad. She sang this
song.

      “Prabhu Mero Avagun Chit Na Dharo,
      Paras Gun Awagun, Nahi Chitwat Kanchan Karat Kharo,
      Samdarshi Prabhu Nam Tiharo, Chaho to Paar Karo”.

Sadguru does not discriminate, he bestows his mercy equally on everybody and on every
being.  As the rays of Sun does not discriminate whether good or bad, beautiful or ugly, dry
or wet, as rain does not discriminate and wet equally all the being static or lives. God, nature
and ‘samdarsi’ do not discriminate. This is the principle of nature. Lord Shiva taught a
lesson to Adi Shankara in Kashi in the lapper form that one should not hate with anybody
rather love to everybody equally. Everybody is the form of God and God is love. Shree Sai
Baba also says that “Love is my Form”. Same experience of Swami Nam Deo ji when he was
carrying Gangajal from Haridwar to pour on Rameshwaram and a donkey was dying for
water on the way. When he quenched the thirst of that donkey and saved his life. God
appeared and gave him Darshan.

“Love all beings as you love yourself.”

See Gods image in every being, Tulsi Baba has said in Ramayana “Siya Ram May Sab Jag
Jani, Karahu Pranam Jori Jugpani.”  See God in everybody, same God in Saint and also in
a Sinner. When you reached to that level this is real personality transformation.

These knowledge are experienced by our Saints, Rishis and Muni’s and taught us to be
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above the attachment.  My and Myself. You are non and nothing is of yours.  You got everything
here and you will leave it here when you will depart finally.

The world is a theatre and more people live in this world with that knowledge.  Surrender to
God.  See for innovative management of life.  First learn to manage your own life and then
think to manage of materialistic world. Start from yourself and transform others around
you. Let the Charity begin at home.

This is the greatest service to God. This is the greatest service to humanity. Learn to walk on
your foot properly first, then talk about surrounding and then about sky and moon and
stars. You do not know who you are and start talking about universe and galaxies.

After writing many script of religious books, Maharshi Vayas reached to a conclusion that:

Astadas Puranesu, Vayasaashya Vachanam Dyayam,
Propkarah Punyay, Papayay Par Pidanam.

Like individuals, countries should also change, adopt and transform.  You may have noticed
that the transformation of many countries began with crisis or with a predicament.  “Crisis
indeed, can be a transforming experience.  It can be a rallying point and a motivating factor
to run the country around.”

It happened in India early 1990’s when Prime Minister Narsimha Rao was forced to implement
bold economic reforms to deal with oil stock after the Gulf War.

Chile also had to reform rapidly after suffering economically in the early 80’s and the United
States was much changed after the Great Depression in the 1930’s.

All the kingdoms disappeared and democracy where people are supreme and the governance
is by the people, for the people and of the people was established. The U.S. today sows the
fruit of paradigm shift. The traditional concept of government for centuries had been a
monarchy, the divine rights of kings. Then a different paradigm was developed - government
of the people, by the people and for the people. And a constitution democracy was born,
unleashing tremendous human energy and integrity, and creating a standard of living, of
freedom and liberty, of influence and hope, unquoted in the history of the world.

You will agree with me that Transformation usually involve great soul searching debates
between the country’s leaders.  In China, after the death of Mao Tesetung, the contest was
between Deng Xiaping, who called for ambitious far-reaching reforms through his “Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics” and Chen Yun, who forwarded limited reforms.  In the end,
history sided with Deng.  But it took a great deal of intellectual persuasions, politics maneuvers
and populist appeal for Deng to win the critical battle. “Deng’s philosophical and political
victory over China produced the ‘rising China; that we now know today.

The best kinds of transformations are those, which come from within. One successful example
of homegrown transformation is Rwanda. Rwanda too had a lot of outside help by way of
generous international assistance after the genocidal civil war of 1994 which killed 8,00,000
Rwandans.  But Rwanda today stands as a miracle only because its national political leaders
from Tutsi and Hutus were able to find a consensus and learned from the fatal mistakes of
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past, in order to build a new political, economic and social order based on democracy, good
governance and reconciliation.

Astabakra A great learned saint scolded scholars when they laugh on his disabled body by
saying that as if he has come to a meeting of chamars and not of intellectuals where beauty
of body has prominence which made all stunned and finally apologetic.

       Eke Sadhe Sab Sadhe, Sab Sadhe Sab Jahi
       Evolve your personality and yourself and adopt the ten commandments of :
       Ghriti Chhama Damo Steyam
       Saucham Indriya Nigraha
       Dhee Vidya Satyamo Krodho
       Daskam Dharma Lakchhanam.

The ideal is that not only yourself to take on that journey but to all by starting from yourself.
Take on that path your family, your society and the world and finally the universe. As
Mahatma Gandhi did it. He transformed himself then taught to Kasturba to change and
then to the people with him then the movement at National Level. He was a simple ordinary
person with all the weaknesses of an ordinary man but he became Rastrapita (Country’s
Father). He gave innovative management of Khadi – Charkha to improve the economy of the
poor. Gave the philosophy of Hari Jan and Daridra-Narayan.

Swami Vivekananda has said:

Strength is life, weakness is death. Strength is facility, life eternal, immoral: Weakness is
constant strain and misery; Weakness is death.

Get-up, and put your shoulders to wheel-how long is this life for? As you have come into this
world, leave some mark behind. Otherwise, where is the difference between you and trees
and stones? They too come into existence, decay and die.

Transforming Personality by Yoga and Pranayama

Currently, Swami Ramdeo Maharaj has brought revolution especially in India and Indians
abroad through simple asana and pranayama. Millions of people are learning how to manage
their physical and mental health which will also lead to a disciplined, healthy and spiritual
life through simple habits, pranayama and satwik vegetarian food. It may not be cure for all
diseases but scientifically proved that it helps in regulating and makes you better in managing
life with good feelings.

In the modern era after the World War  II there was a paradigm shift from Character Ethics,
as the foundation of success, which are integrity, humility, fidelity, temperance, courage,
justice, patience, simplicity, modesty, to personality ethics. Success became more a function
of personality, public image, skills and techniques, etc. where attitude determines the altitude,
smiling wins more friends than frowning.

Innovative Management

As Einstein has observed that:
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“The significant problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we were at
when we created them”.

It applies fully to innovative management. Management should start from self-management
of oneself. Personal management comes before personnel management. Everybody has home
to manage, upbringing of children and interaction with friends, colleagues and people. One
has to manage his or her faculties, emotions, physical body and environment. A good manager
is the one who has vision, humility, transparency and team spirit. Kalidas has described
about  ruling the kingdom  by Aja Maharaja  in his Raghuvansham that each of his subjects
were thinking that he alone was very dear or close to the king.

Love thy neighbour: A manager is a leader and management is about leadership quality.
Love is the greatest mantra for a successful. Love is the greatest mantra for a successful
management. A manager should take care of all the staff who work with him/her and that
staff as a very important asset of the organization. Win their heart so that the staff will give
you the total. Encourage them for their career development and welfare. Nothing is important
for a manager to practice himself before preaching other staff. (Give example of Gandhi Ji
when a farmer approached him to advise his son to stop eating Gud and Gandhi Ji ask him
to bring his son after a week because first Gandhi Ji wanted to stop eating Gur and then to
preach this to the Boy.)

A manager should be objective and caring for the staff. Take responsibility and make staff
responsible and confident. Keep cool and do not express anger unless it is the last resort.
Bahgawat Gita describes anger as an enemy sitting in your own heart.Manager must recognize
that anger is a bad management strategy. To manage self-anger is personal management,
which comes before personnel management.

Prioritizing Goal is another factor for successful management for a corporate manager.
Innovative manager should be a visionary person. He should know the objective and clear
idea on how to achieve that. He/She should know the limitations and constrains also.

On should go by the preaching of Gita on Karmayoga where Lord Krishna states that:

Karmanyewa Dhikarste; Ma Faleshu Kadachanam.

“Do not come under the spell of likes and dislikes”. You can have likes and dislikes but they
need not control you.

Transparency in Management is essential. A manager should have transparent policies to
win and give confidence to staff and ultimately for a better management.

Thorough Discussion prier to Decision

Staff should have enough opportunity to discuss and give their view and input to the system
so that everybody should feel belongingness and inclusiveness. Everybody should take the
ownership and can defend the programme. Better to ask stupid questions than doing stupid
mistakes.
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“If I have to manage people and I find myself having no managerial capacity over my own
thoughts, words and actions, I cannot set an example for others to follow.”

Swami Dayananda, Ancient wisdom for Modern management

“Only those can conquer, who believe they can”.

“Knowledge on how to behave properly affect the business, bottom line, and both individuals
and companies have really begun to realize this. Companies cannot afford to have people
who do no represent them in a sophisticated way. And individuals are realizing that if they
want the job, they have got to know what’s right. Learning about good protocol separates one
self from the ordinary. Why do we drive fancy cars, live in beautiful homes, and get a good
education? It is to separate oneself from the ordinary. Nobody wants to be at the bottom of
the pyramid with everybody else and wish to distinguished themselves.”

In an attempt business chances for firms, etiquette schools have been springing up across
the U.S. in the hundreds. Classes include every aspect of propriety- from how to eat spaghetti
without getting it on your shirt, to how to shake hands properly. And the keenest patrons
have proved to be upwardly thrusting social climbers in their twenties and thirties, keen to
prove they are cultured and cosmopolitan enough to mixes in any circle. “Business is so
competitive now, there is a demand for anything that gives companies an edge.”

Communication is a very important skill in management where getting your points across
clearly and speaking persuasively gives and edge in convincing and negotiations. One should
know the art of negotiation and skillful retreat or compromise.  This is also management.

Perception is important

Jaki Rahi Bhawana Jaisi, Praphu Murat Dekhi Tin Taisi

You see the things as your perception is. We see the world, not as it is but as we are conditioned
to see it.

Where can you get universal prayers like these for all the living and static beings. These
prayers have tremendous power and should be chanted and remembered by all:

      Sarve Bhawantu Sukhinah
      Sarve Santu Niramayah
      Sarve Bhadrani Pashyantu
      Ma Kaschid Dukh Bhagbhawet.

(May all be happy, may all be free from disease, may all realize good, none-should be subject
of misery).

Again a prayer for all:

      Durjano Sajjano Bhooyat
      Sajjaah Shantimapnuyat
      Shantoo Muchyet Bandhebhyo
      Muktashchanyan Vimochyet.
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(May the wicked become virtuous; may the virtuous attain tranquility; may the tranquil be
free from bonds; may the freed make others free).

      Om Sah Na Wawatu Sah Noo Bhunaktu, Sah Viryam Karwawhai.
      Tejaswina Vadhitamastu Ma Widisha Wahe
      Om Shanti; Shanti; Shanti

(Om may the divine protect us; may he nourish us both. May our study be vigorous and
fruitful. May we not hate each other. Om peace, peace, peace)

      Om Asto Ma Sad Gamaya
      Tamso Ma Jyotirgamaya
      Mrityorma Amritam Gamaya
      Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti

(From the unreal lead me to the real. From darkness lead me to light. From Death lead me to
immorality. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti).

      Pothi Padh Padh Jag mua; Pandit Bahya Na Koya
      Dhai Akshar Prem Ka Padhe So Pandit Hoya.

This is a mantra of being prefect. Love transforms you and make you a wise person.

This was perfectly true with Ramakrishna. He had no bookish knowledge and no books in
his room.
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Chapter 11

ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF NATURE
AND POVERTY MEASURES

Nature has created everything including the human beings. Nature is the creator of the
economy and we are the manipulator of the natural economy. To manage it naturally, it has
a robust system including its economic system. Poverty has been seen in nature differently
than in the materialistic world of today. Its perception and unit of measure are also different.
For example, population is considered an asset and wealth of a nation in natural economy
and not a curse or problem.

Health is wealth and possessing the good moral values and the high energetic body is the
indicator of richness in the nature. Everything is in abundance in the natural economy and
there is no scarcity. It has also robust regulatory system. Scarcity is humanly created due to
our greediness, mismanagement and unfair distribution system. As Mahatma Gandhi had
said that there is sufficiency in the world for the man’s needs but not man’s greed.

An overview of the natural economy and its regulatory system and how it manages the
poverty. This will also discuss on how it can be correlated with the present day economy and
concept of modern days poverty. It will provide some solutions to poverty from spiritual and
philosophical approach. However, the major emphasis will be on the status of the UN
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) number one on the Eradication of Extreme Poverty
and Hunger. The paper will discuss some possible solutions and recommendations to tackle
the poverty issue in the world and to achieve this goal by 2015.

There is no doubt that there is a very organized system in the nature which is not created by
human being. This human species is only three and half million year old but the universe in
much older than the humanity. We experience several mysteries in our life, right starting
from our birth to death and it creates curiosity in our mind how these pictures of thoughts
emerges and disappears. We see that everyday sunrises in the east with power to spread
light and heat all over and sets in the west after completing its journey. Now, we know
through astrological calculation that it is more than 90 million miles away from our earth
ever though it is the source to provides light, heat and life on the earth. Climate, monsoon,
and ecology are maintained by sun. There would not have been life, vegetation, greenery,
food, fruits etc. on earth without sun. Now, we know that there are many stars like our sun
in the universe and they are bigger than our sun and because of distance they look like a
small star in the sky. We see the twinkling stars when sun sets in the evening and night
begins. Sometime the beauty of stars and moon which gives cool light in the night cannot be
explained in simple words. Many poetic books have been written and love stories have been
told described beauty and have been compared with cool light of moon and stars.

But scientifically all planets are abide by certain rules and moving for days, months, years
on their orbital path without violating those paths and rules. All have some reasons for it. If
there is no good summer and very hot sun in that season then there shall be no good monsoon
or rainy season and if there is no enough rain then there will be no enough food and fruits for
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the living creatures including for humans. It explains that Sun is the centre and source for
providing food and life on this earth. Now, the question arises that does this system is created
by some intelligent power or it is only a coincidence of some material property. Does this
most amazing universe took birth due to the attraction of material elements and moving in
the space for billion years or there is a powerful hand behind which controls the whole
system. Our intellect says that there is some powerful hand behind; knowledge also accepts
that it cannot be without some power behind. There is some creator of these planets. You
may call by any name but there is somebody behind all this creation who controls and regulates
this perfect system.

When we are looking for some power behind the whole creation of universe and galaxy, our
attention goes towards our homes which are built by human beings. When we observe a
house then we find that there is entrance door to enter in the house. There are provisions for
many windows, passage for light and air circulation in it. Inside there are several pillars
and verandas which are built. For protection from excessive sun and rain there are roofs and
porches. Arrangements are made for all possible comfort in the rooms and verandas of the
house. There are outlets, drainages and pipes for water and sanitation. House has been built
with a good planning and in such a way that there is comfort in all the seasons. After seeing
this house one can comfortably say that it has been built wisely and the brain behind is of a
commendable person who has make all necessary arrangements for living comfortably. Ever
we have not seen the creator of this house. However, we can say comfortably that owner or
builder of this house is definitely a wise and intelligent person.

When we see our body, we find that we have a mouth to eat; we have teethes to chew food.
We have food pipe through our throat to carry food to stomach. There is another wind pipe
next to it for breathing. We have storage of our food in the stomach. We have digestion
system and after processing the food that takes the form of blood which passes through the
heart which pumps it to all body from toes to head for power, comfort, and beauty of the
body. The waste part or useless part of the solid food passes through the passage in the form
of human excreta. There is a separate outlet for water waste part of juices, milk and water in
the form of urine. We have two eyes to see, two ears to listen, one nose for smelling, and two
foots for walking and two hands to work. We have reproductive organs also to produce our
offspring’s children. We ask a very simple question that: is this wonderful structure just due
to combination of materials or there is some super intellectual mind behind it as the builder
of a house? Above this body, we have intellect, mind, our voice and thinking power which
has created many sciences and technologies. These compel us to be convinced that from the
beginning of this universe and life in it, there is some power which is omnipresent and
universal. We can call that power by any name or call it nature.

The oldest scripts Veda of Aryan religion which are proved to be ancient and European
scholars also agree that these scripts of Rig Veda are about more than ten thousand years
old. There is no older book than that. That book also says that before creation of this universe
there was one God and you may call by any name which is infinite and there is no beginning
or end to his existence. It may be time which was before and will remain after.

Such robust system has its economic system and its regulatory system. What is that and how
it works is the quest for everybody - where there is no discrimination. All are taken care of
and every being has right to live and survive. Everything we need is available in abundance.
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Rivers give water and trees provide fruits. All minerals and raw materials are provided by
nature for survival. With our intellect given by nature, we have developed some system and
manipulate’ the elements provided by nature. We try to manage them applying our own
human ways and there come the demand and supply and our skill to maximize our benefits
by manipulating and playing some tricks also.

Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s)

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the world’s time-bound and quantified
targets for addressing extreme poverty in its many dimensions-income poverty, hunger,
disease, lack of adequate shelter, and exclusion-while promoting gender equality, education,
and environmental sustainability. They are also basic human rights - the rights of each
person on the planet to health, education, shelter, and security.

The aim of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is to encourage development by
improving social and economic conditions in the world’s poorest countries. They derive from
earlier international development targets, and were officially established following the
Millennium Summit in 2000, where all world leaders present adopted the United Nations
Millennium Declaration, from which the eight goals were derived.

The Millennium Summit was presented with the report of the Secretary-General entitled
“We the Peoples: The Role of the United Nations in the Twenty-First Century”. Additional
input was prepared by the Millennium Forum, which brought together representatives of
over 1,000 non-governmental and civil society organizations from more than 100 countries.
The Forum met in May 2000 to conclude a two-year consultation process covering issues
such as poverty eradication, environmental protection, human rights and protection of the
vulnerable. The approval of the MDG’s was possibly the main outcome of the Millennium
Summit.

A decade after the Millennium Declaration, there has been undeniable progress on some
MDGs in many countries. There have been noticeable reductions in poverty globally,
significant improvements in enrolment and gender parity in schools, reductions in child and
maternal mortality and increasing HIV treatments. Steps have been taken towards ensuring
environmental sustainability and developing countries are incorporating the MDGs into
their development strategies. MDG progress is threatened by the combination of high food
prices and the impact of the international financial and economic crisis. Sustained poverty
and hunger reduction is at risk because of vulnerability to climate change, particularly in
the area of agricultural production. Weak institutional capacity in conflict and post-conflict
countries also slows MDG progress, and rapid urbanization is putting pressure on social
services.

Goal 1: Eradication of extreme Poverty and Hunger

The target for this goal is to halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose
income is less than $1 a day, Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for
all, including women and young people and halve the proportion of people who suffer from
hunger.  Robust growth in the first half of the last decade reduced the number of people in
developing regions living on less than $1.25 a day from 1.8 billion in 1990 to 1.4 billion in
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2005, while the poverty rate dropped from 46 per cent to 27 percent. The global economic
and financial crisis, which began in the advanced economies of North America and Europe
in 2008, sparked abrupt declines in exports and commodity prices and reduced trade and
investment, slowing growth in developing countries. Nevertheless, the momentum of economic
growth in developing countries is strong enough to sustain progress on the poverty reduction
target. The overall poverty rate is still expected to fall to 15 per cent by 2015, indicating that
the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target can be met. This translates into around
920 million people living under the international poverty line—half the number in 1990.
Newly updated estimates from the World Bank suggest that the crisis will leave an additional
50 million people in extreme poverty by 2009 and some 64 million by the end of 2010 relative
to a no-crisis scenario, principally in sub-Saharan Africa and Eastern and South-Eastern
Asia. Moreover, the effects of the crisis are likely to persist: poverty rates will be slightly
higher in 2015 and even beyond, to 2020, than they would have been had the world economy
grown steadily at its pre-crisis pace.

The proportion of people suffering from hunger is declining, but at an unsatisfactory pace.
Even though the proportion of people worldwide suffering from malnutrition and hunger
has fallen since the early 1990s, progress has stalled since 2000-2002. The estimated of the
number of people who suffered chronic hunger in 2010 was 925 million, according to the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN - down from l.023 billion in 2009.

Between 1990 and 2008, the proportion of underweight children under five declined from
31 percent to 26 percent in developing regions with particular success in Eastern Asia, notably
China. Despite such improvements, progress is currently not fast enough to reach the MDG
target, and particular focus is required in Southern Asia. This region alone accounts for
almost half the world’s undernourished children. In all developing regions, children in rural
areas are nearly twice as likely to be underweight as those in urban areas.

Examples of Successful Programmes in achieving MDG

Subsidy programmes in Malawi and Ghana: Since 2005, Malawi’s voucher programme for
fertilizers and seeds has helped boost its agricultural productivity, turning the country into
a net food exporter after decades of famine as a perennial food importer. Malawi needs 2.2
million tonne of maize a year to reach self-sufficiency. In 2005, the harvest fell to a low of 1.2
million tonne of maize. The National Input Subsidy Programme resulted in a dramatic
increase to 3.2 million tons of maize in 2007. Through a similar nationwide fertilizer subsidy
programme, Ghana increased food production by 40 percent, contributing to an average
decline of 9 percent in hunger between 2003 and 2005. Nigeria’s National Special Programme
for Food Security helped almost double agricultural yields and farmers’ incomes. Farmers
were able to buy inputs using interest free loans to be repaid following harvest.

In Bangladesh, $107 million is to be distributed in the form of Agricultural Input Assistance
Cards, targeting poor households. Vietnam’s investment in agriculture research and
development helped cut the prevalence of hunger by more than half, from 28 percent in 1991
to 13 percent in 2004-06. The prevalence of underweight children was also more than halved
from 45 percent in 1994 to 20 percent in 2006.

In Argentina, the Jefes y Jefas de Hogar programme employed two million workers within a
few months after its initiation in 2002. This contributed to the country’s rapid poverty
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reduction from 9.9 percent that year to 4.5 percent in 2005.

Way forward on the road to 2015 and beyond
Although great strides have been achieved towards the eradication of extreme poverty and
hunger, there is room for improvement. The MDG-based poverty reduction strategies should
anchor the scaling up of public investments, capacity building, domestic resource mobilization,
and official development assistance. They should also provide a framework for strengthening
governance, promoting human rights, engaging civil society, and promoting the private sector.
The MDG-based poverty reduction strategies should have concentrate on:

(a) Addressing the root causes of extreme poverty and hunger, while noting that the
eradication of extreme poverty and hunger has a direct impact on the achievement of all
the other Millennium Development Goals.

(b) Adopting forward-looking economic policies that lead to sustained, inclusive and equitable
economic growth and sustainable development, and which increase employment
opportunities, promote agricultural development and reduce poverty;

(c) Increasing efforts at all levels to mitigate the social and economic impacts, particularly
on poverty and hunger, of the multiple crises through global responses that are
comprehensive, effective, inclusive and sustainable, taking into account the needs of
developing countries.

(g) Promoting comprehensive systems of social protection that provide universal access to
essential social services, consistent with national priorities and circumstances, by
establishing a minimum level of social security and health care for all.

(h) Promoting inclusive financial services, particularly microfinance and including affordable
and accessible credit, savings, insurance and payments products, for all segments of
society, especially women, people in vulnerable situations and those who would not
normally be served or are underserved by traditional financial institutions, as well as
for micro-, small- and medium sized enterprises.

(i) Promoting the empowerment and participation of rural women as critical agents for
enhancing agricultural and rural development and food security and ensuring their
equal access to productive resources, land, financing, technologies, training and markets;

(j) Reaffirming the international commitment to eliminating hunger and to securing access
to food for all and reiterating, in this regard, the important role of relevant organizations,
particularly the United Nations system.

(l) Strengthening international coordination and governance for food security, through
the Global Partnership for Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition, of which the
Committee on World Food Security is a central component, and reiterating that it is
essential to enhance global governance, building on existing institutions and fostering
effective partnerships;

(p) Supporting small-scale producers, including women, to increase production of a wide
spectrum of traditional and other crops and livestock, and improving their access to
markets, credits and inputs, thereby increasing income-earning opportunities for poor
people and their ability to purchase food and improve their livelihoods.

(s) Delivering on the commitments made to achieve global food security, and providing
adequate and predictable resources through bilateral and multilateral channels.

The challenges are immense in achieving these goals; great commitment is needed to achieve
them. Good Governance and proper distribution system will help in achieving the goals.
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Chapter 12

PROVIDING SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL DECISION-MAKING:

NEED FOR A PARADIGM SHIFT

At a time when the world community is striving to identify the impacts of humans’ actions
on the planet’s life support system, it is critical to harness the power of earth observations
systems and internet technologies to provide environmental information in a near real time
mode in an engaging fashion to mobilise public support. In recent years, international
organisations like United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) started employing
powerful, time-sequenced satellite images from all parts of the world to provide unique,
visible and scientifically-convincing evidence that human actions are causing substantial
constructive as well as harmful changes to the Earth’s environment and natural resource
base. These  images presented in an easily understandable format clearly provide public
and policy makers with original, scientifically valid assessment and early warning information
on the recent and potential long-term consequences of human activities on the biosphere,
thereby assisting governments and civil society to identify and shape corrective and new
measures for helping achieve sustainable development.

Decades after its birth, the Internet is slowly blossoming into a uniquely social medium that
makes new information easily and continually available. It is now time to use the Internet to
provide people with online access to compelling and dynamic information about environmental
changes as they occur. This vehicle will be an engaging platform that piques interest in
environmental issues and a tool that can help to mitigate environmental harm.

The topic describes a new concept of a Global Environmental Alert Service (GEAS) building
upon existing infrastructure to enhance and accelerate the flow of information from scientific
research and earth observation systems to environmental decision-makers and the general
public. Although much information and many data sets are currently available in the public
domain, there is a need for a credible information broker that searches and packages the
policy-relevant material and delivers that information in an easily understood format to the
public and decision makers. A related notion is that the public should be able to click on an
area of interest and find out what is happening to their changing environment. This should
lead to growth of Environmental Science on the Internet. It is feasible that over time, people
begin to change their everyday habits – from the coffee they drink in the morning to the way
they get to work – to more environmentally benign action because information gleaned from
GEAS has clearly shown the implications their personal choices have on the planet.

Large majorities of people consider environmental degradation as a serious problem, yet
environment remains a low priority relative to other issues and lacks a sense of urgency.
The reason is that the public’s knowledge about causes and solutions is limited and
occasionally confused. Alarmists often view these issues in apocalyptic terms, while  optimist
claim the problem either doesn’t exist or is unimportant for a variety of reasons. Different
strategies are needed to communicate environmental issues in ways that either resonate
with the public or that directly address fundamental misconceptions. Science and policy-
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focused media coverage only reaches a relatively small audience of already engaged citizens.

In recent years, an extreme decentralization of information and data through the World
Wide Web makes it possible for millions of people worldwide to have easy, instantaneous
access to a vast amount of diverse online information. This powerful communication medium
has spread rapidly to interconnect our world, enabling near-real-time communications and
data exchanges worldwide. According to the Internet World Stats database, as of 31 December
2005, global documented internet usage was 1,018 million people (http://
www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm). Thus, the Internet has become an important medium
to access and deliver information worldwide in a very timely fashion.

In addition, remote sensing satellites now provide a continuous stream of data. They are
capable of rapid and effective detection of environmental hazards such as trans boundary
air pollutants, wild fires, deforestation, changes in water levels, and natural hazards.   With
rapid advances in data collection, analysis, visualization and dissemination, including
technologies such as remote sensing, Geographical Information Systems (GIS), web mapping,
sensor webs, telecommunications and ever growing Internet connectivity, it is now feasible
to deliver relevant environmental information on a regular basis to a worldwide audience
relatively inexpensively. In recent years, commercial companies such as Google, Yahoo and
Microsoft, have started incorporating maps and satellite imagery in their products and
services, delivering compelling visualization and providing easy tools that everyone can use
to add to their geographic knowledge.

Information is now available in a near-real-time mode from a variety of sources at global
and local levels. In coming years, the multi-scaled global information network will greatly
improve thanks to new technological advances facilitating the distribution of global
environmental data and information at all levels. Globalization and timeliness of
communication provides an unprecedented opportunity to catalyze environmental action at
every level by rapidly providing its stakeholders with high-quality, scientifically credible
information.

A Global Environmental Alert Service (GEAS)

The Global Environmental Alert Service (GEAS) will complement current efforts in assessing
global, regional and national environmental conditions and disseminating findings to nations
and the public in a more timely fashion, enhancing cooperation and capacity building efforts.
GEAS builds upon the following emerging trends related to environmental information:

New approach Traditional approach

* Continuous monitoring and prediction of changes * One-time assessments

* Solution-oriented studies * Problem raising studies

* Rise of civil society and growth of issue based * Information delivered to
   communities to precipitate change    governments only

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm).
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* Data integration from several sources * Sole production of data

* Studies involving affected population * Wild area studies

* Multiple-risk information * Single-risk information

* Rapid response to real-time events * Post-event responses

* Internet tools for mass communication with * Paper copy reports distributed
   compelling, dynamic, 3D visualization    to specific audiences

Using a multi-scaled approach, GEAS will build upon existing infrastructure to enhance
and accelerate the flow of information from scientific research and earth observation systems
to environmental decision-makers and the general public. GEAS will directly contribute to
current efforts at providing evidence of environmental change by packaging and presenting
scientifically credible information from around the globe to local users, in the form of regular
briefing reports. GEAS will intimately interact with global observation systems, including
the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), and deliver relevant information
gleaned from such observations of environmental events occurring around the globe. Although
much information and many data sets are currently available in the public domain, there is
a need for a credible information broker who searches and packages the policy relevant
material and delivers that information in an easily understood format to the public and
decision makers.

Through GEAS, UNEP and its partners will promote co-operation among science, observing
systems and decision-making processes at various levels and scales. With its bottom-up
approach,  GEAS, will provide local level information to global audiences: i.e., “globalization
of local information”, on the other hand, the GEAS top-down process will favour the flow of
information from global sources to regional, national and local ones: i.e., “localization of
global information”, providing technology support and meeting capacity-building needs at
the country level.

Components of GEAS

The Global Environmental Alert Service has three components:

1) GEAS component 1: Near Real-time Environmental Hazards Alerts

Data and information will be automatically streamed from earth monitoring and observing
systems as well as from other sources at both local and global scales. UNEP will screen and
analyze the data for event detection, prioritization and scientific credibility. It will package
the information into formats appropriate to a broad range of users and actively disseminate
it for timely decision making (using, for example, early warning information notes, Emails,
web services, real-time maps, etc.).

2) GEAS component 2: Environmental Hotspots Alerts

Through GEAS, UNEP and partners will provide a comprehensive, visual presentation of
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scientifically verifiable information on changes in the global environment – both the good
and the bad – acquired and assessed through state-of-the-art remote sensing technology.
The objective is to document visual evidence of global environmental change resulting from
natural processes and human activities and the interaction between them. The change studies
will contain photographs, satellite images, maps and narratives that provide insight into
the many ways the environment has changed and continues to change.

3) GEAS component 3: Environmental Science Alerts

Using GEAS, UNEP and partners will systematically search various scientific literature
databases and science news services for peer-reviewed, policy-relevant environmental science
articles. These findings will be condensed into short reports or briefing notes designed to
support environmental decision making.  These short reports and briefing notes will be
delivered through the GEAS subscription service based on user profiles tailored to specific
regional and thematic interests.

GEAS components in detail:

GEAS COMPONENT 1: NEAR REAL-TIME ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS ALERTS

“To work expeditiously towards the establishment of a worldwide early warning system for
all natural hazards with regional nodes, building on existing national and regional capacity
such as the newly established Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System” (2005
UN World Summit Outcome).

A globally comprehensive early warning system can be built, based on the many existing
systems and capacities. This will not be a single, centrally planned and commanded system,
but a networked and co-ordinated assemblage of nationally owned and operated systems. It
will make use of existing observation networks, warning centres, modelling and forecasting
capacities, telecommunication networks, and preparedness and response capacities. (ISDR
Global Survey on Early Warning Systems).

It is generally recognized that it is fundamental to establish effective early warning systems
to better identify the risk and occurrence of hazards and to better monitor the level of
vulnerability of a population. The challenge is to ensure that early warnings result in prompt
responses by governments and potentially the international community. It requires that
information be effectively disseminated in an accessible form down to the end user.

By building upon ongoing efforts to promote early warning, GEAS has a critical role in
preventing hazardous events from turning into disasters. The main goal is to inform users
about events occurring worldwide, such as earthquakes, tsunamis, severe weather, volcanic
eruptions, El Nino events, storms, floods, droughts, cyclones and fires. It will also focus on
other near-time information related to other environmental issues, such as the movement of
pollutants, aerosol concentrations, air pollution, water level in lakes, deforestation and forest
fire, water quality and warming of ocean temperature etc., wherever such data sets are
being generated. Through GEAS real-time component 1, UNEP and partners will provide
discrete alerts for individual events tailored to user needs as well as an overview of
catastrophic events occurring everywhere on the earth.
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Using GEAS, UNEP and partners will stream the real-time data on events occurring
worldwide and send timely and reliable alerts to a broad range of users, actively disseminating
the data by various means such as early warning information, e-mails,  web services, real-
time maps, etc.

Three dimensional real-time visualization maps are raising the prospect for collecting and
interpreting location-specific information quickly and economically, making it possible for
large networks to map and monitor the release of toxic gases and their spread, for example,
to locate a tsunami and quickly determine the potentially affected areas visually, or to visualize
in near-real-time global ice concentration and snow extent on a virtual 3D Earth. Virtual
maps represent a very easy interface to a lot of different data. GEAS will use Google maps
and 3D Google Earth maps to visualize real-time information about natural disasters.

1) GEAS COMPONENT 2: ENVIRONMENTAL HOTSPOTS ALERTS

“To protect our natural resource base in support of development” (2005 UN World Summit
outcome).

At a time when the world community is striving to identify the impacts of humans actions on
the planet’s life support system, powerful, time-sequenced satellite images from all parts of
the world provide unique, visible and scientifically-convincing evidence that human actions
are causing substantial harmful as well as constructive changes to the Earth’s environment
and natural resource base.

Such images clearly provide scientists and policy makers with original, scientifically valid
assessment and early warning information on the recent and potential long-term consequences
of human activities on the biosphere, thereby assisting governments and civil society to
identify and shape corrective and new measures for helping achieve sustainable development.

By enhancing the visualization of scientific information on environmental change, satellite
imagery will enable United Nations organizations to strengthen links with relevant
institutions in developed countries, assist them in building the capacity of national-level
institutions in developing countries, and help them to identify and report more effectively
on their obligations under various international agreements.

The proof of the importance and impact of visual evidence of environmental change in hotspots
is demonstrated by UNEP’s best selling publication “One Planet, Many People: Atlas of Our
Changing Environment”, which shows before and after satellite photos to document changes
to the Earth’s surface over the past 30 years. UNEP developed the Atlas in response to its
mandate to keep under review the world environmental situation and to ensure that emerging
environmental problems of wide international significance receive appropriate and adequate
consideration by governments.

The Atlas contains some astounding satellite imagery and illustrates the alarming rate of
environmental destruction. Through the innovative use of some 271 satellite images, 215
ground photos and 66 maps, the Atlas provides visual proof of global environmental changes
– both positive and negative – resulting from natural processes and human activities. Case
studies include themes such as atmosphere, coastal areas, waters, forests, croplands,
grasslands, urban areas, and tundra and Polar Regions.
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The Atlas demonstrates how our growing numbers and our consumption patterns are
shrinking our natural resource base. We all are aware that our planet is changing; however,
“seeing is believing” and “a picture is worth a thousands words.”  Thus, the Atlas helps to
connect the general public to complex scientific information by harnessing the potential of
information technology tools.

GEAS will usher the material from the Atlas through Google Earth. Placing this type of
information in the public eye is a major step forward in raising awareness about environmental
change. The vehicle of Google is a compelling and engaging platform that will help to pique
public interest in environmental issues. New data would be easily and continually made
available. This platform could well become an effective communication channel for delivering
local information about environmental change to a global audience of millions of people. The
Google Earth interface of the Atlas of Our Changing Environment brings this knowledge to
every person on the globe, available with just one click.

2) GEAS COMPONENT 3: ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ALERTS

Policy makers should be regularly made aware of policy-relevant scientific findings published
in peer-reviewed environmental science journals. Unfortunately, policy makers and the
majority of practitioners may not have access to such information and generally do not have
time to sort through the enormous number of articles published each month to find the
information relevant to their location or topic of concern. Another problem is that it may
take a year or two from the time a manuscript is submitted for publication to when it is
actually published and even longer for such research results to be generally known through
the standard publishing venues.

UNEP and partners will do this filtering for them by systematically searching various science
literature databases and science news services for important developments in their area and
package and disseminate this information in a convenient and accessible way to users.
Gateways to other credible sources will be provided as well.

One additional area for action is helping developing countries to learn about new publications.
Simply because articles are on the web and available, does not mean that they are known
and will be accessed. UNEP should promote more effective ways to publicize new research
and results. UNEP could send out alerts on new journals, reports and articles to Ministries
of Environments and appropriate universities and research facilities through its proposed
Global Environmental Alert Service (GEAS). UNEP and partners will guide users in the
access and search of scientific papers. UNEP’s GEAS will direct users to what they are
looking for just simply by guiding and suggesting them websites of journals, research
institutions and groups involved in the field of their interest.

In due course GEAS can provide online services on Journal access, Research online,
Educational resources/power points, case studies on environmental solutions.

Conclusions

Getting environmental information to public and decision-makers in near-real time mode is
now in the realm of reality. UNEP’s GEAS effort will provide people with online access to
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compelling and dynamic information about environmental changes as they occur. GEAS is a
much-needed service. This vehicle will provide an engaging platform that will help mitigate
damage from disasters and pique interest in environmental issues. New UNEP information
could easily and continually be made available. This platform could well become the standard
for delivery of information on any UN-related topic for any locale affected. One can easily
imagine the BBC and CNN using the ‘UNEP Living Sources’ for describing world affairs.
       
The long-term vision is that eventually UNEP becomes a household word as the provider of
environmental solutions to periodic routine societal queries. Related to this is the notion
that the public should be able to click on an area of interest and find out what type of
ecosystem he or she lives it, what the societal and economic values of that ecosystem’s goods
and services are, what the ecosystem’s water quality is like, what other creatures live there
and how they are faring, what is likely to change in the ecosystem in 10 years time, what the
air quality is like today, among a myriad of other questions about environmental parameters.

This is information that can be made available to answer public queries as a public good.
UNEP considers this kind of service as enhancing Environmental Science on the Internet. It
is feasible that over time, we begin to change our everyday habits – from the coffee we drink
in the morning to the way we get to work – because information gleaned from GEAS has
clearly shown the implications our personal choices have on environment.
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Chapter 13

CHALLENGES IN COLLECTING STATISTICS
FOR ASSESSING VULNERABILITY OF

CITIES DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

At a time when the world community is striving to identify the impacts of the climate change
on the planet’s life support system including urban areas it is critical to provide policy-makers
scientifically credible assessment of vulnerability of cities due to climate-change impacts
and assist them in enhancing their resilience. Early warning systems for various extreme
events including sea level rise, droughts, floods, tropical cyclones, and wildfires in and around
vulnerable cities of the world should be established and appropriate preparedness programme
should be deployed.

However, much of the statistics needed for such scientifically credible vulnerability assessment
are not available. Also information and many data sets currently available in the public
domain are not being packaged and made available in a user friendly format to cities planners.
The paper outlines challenges of statistical and geographical information to be collected and
provided to communities and cities managers to adapt and prepare for larger fluctuations as
impact of the climate change becomes more evident.

Cities both contribute to climate change and are affected by its impacts. Cities are extremely
complex environment. Urban areas produce their own environments. Vegetation is replaced
with built-up areas. Soil is covered with black asphalt, concrete and steel. Such transformation
contributes something more to what is known as the urban heat island, or UHI, effect, a
phenomenon scientists have known about for almost 200 years. Instead of being consumed
by plants or transported away by soil moisture, much of the daytime heat directed into
urban areas is absorbed by hard, impermeable surfaces that have no other way of releasing
their stored heat except to re-radiate it at night. This gives residents of urban areas little
relief from the summer heat long after the sun sets. This stored heat will only get worse with
increased global warming among the health risks associated with heat waves are heat
exhaustion and heat stroke. Symptoms can include vomiting, diarrhoea and fatigue. The
most vulnerable include infants and children, pregnant women and elderly people with chronic
medical conditions. Outdoor workers and people living in poverty are also at risk.

Cities are major contributors of CO2 emissions. They are home to more than 50 percent of
world population and two-third of total energy use worldwide - and that share is growing.
Urbanisation is a driver of changes in per-capita and total greenhouse gas emissions
worldwide.

Urban populations and infrastructure are vulnerable to climate change. Half of humanity
now lives in cities. This will increase to 60 percent within two decades. Coastal cities are
particularly exposed to rising sea levels and storm surges due to climate change (e.g. compared
to today’s levels of exposure, a 50-cm sea level rise by 2070 could expose three times as many
people and ten times as many assets to coastal flooding in large global port cities). Urban
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heat island effects will exacerbate the effects of global warming in all cities. The poorest
populations will be more affected as they have fewer resources to respond.

Connecting climate change science with policy

Climate change is one of the gravest problems of our time. However, concerns about climate
change have been primarily raised by scientific community. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading body for the assessment of climate change,
established by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) to provide the world with a clear scientific view on the
current state of climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic
consequences. The IPCC is a scientific body. It reviews and assesses the most recent scientific,
technical and socio-economic information produced worldwide relevant to the understanding
of climate change. It does not conduct any research nor does it monitor climate related data
or parameters. Thousands of scientists from all over the world contribute to the work of the
IPCC on a voluntary basis. Review is an essential part of the IPCC process, to ensure an
objective and complete assessment of current information. Differing viewpoints existing within
the scientific community are reflected in the IPCC reports.

Two weeks ago on Thursday, 24th October 2013 on the UN Day, which is the birthday of the
United Nations, the GPF Kenya was recognized by the UN Offices in Nairobi as the NGO of
the year. This is in recognition of their efforts in character and creativity change, water and
sanitation programmes, among others, which ideally are some of the projects that are directly
answerable to the challenges facing the local communities today, and are clearly in line with
the UN Millennium Development Goals.

Let us recite the slogan to remind us that: We are one; we are one family under one God.

The second term of the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, he stated, and I quote, “We
can create the future we want by finding solutions to sustainable development challenges -
solutions that transform livelihoods and spur growth...... There are countless young people
with fresh ideas who can help unleash change. We should not waste their potential. This
generation of youth is the largest in history. If we invest in their education and empowerment,
we can transform our world.... Let us do everything possible to nurture young people and
open their prospects for future.”

This Conference happens at the most appropriate time when there is a dire need for the
youth to take leadership role with new ideas of moral and innovative leadership in most of
our nations today. The theme therefore comes handy and we need to join hands and to think
objectively and critically on how the current and the future leadership can boost morale and
innovation amongst the youth of the world. I shall quote Mahatma Gandhi also here who
had said:

“Be the change you wish to see in the World”

American writer John Cage once said and I quote “I can’t believe why people are frightened
of new ideas. I am frightened of the old ones.” I want to believe that all and sundry who are
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gathered here today are individuals who like John Cage are frightened of old ideas and that
new ideas on innovative young leadership and volunteerism are going to be inculcated right
here in this conference and subsequent activities.

This year’s theme Moral and Innovative Leadership and Volunteerism is indeed a timely
one. Why? Because majority of the youth in the world today are sunk in the chase for quick
money oblivious of the fact that it takes good moral skills and a little bit of volunteering to be
successful in life.

I submit to you that the deciding factor as such times is always Moral and Innovative
Leadership and Volunteerism all at level.

Moral and Innovative Leadership aims to promote a greater good that can benefit not only
the individual, but the larger society, nations and eventually, the world. This is the moral
orientation of Leadership. For it to come to fruition, it has to be guided by a Vision or Aspiration
and a clear set of irrevocable universal principles and values that could have the breadth
and depth to encompass the diversity of the human family. It further aims to harness
mankind’s natural creative needs to advance and develop the human condition. This is the
innovative component of Leadership. Every culture have examples of extraordinary men
and women who propelled humanity forward in the fields of Religion, Philosophy, Ethics,
the Science, Athletics and the challenging existing paradigms. Although many faced
difficulties due to religious, societal and legal constrains of their time, it is fair to say that
the modern world with its greater freedoms and advancements has benefitted greatly due to
the sacrifices of these Innovators.

All the freedom movements to liberate their motherland from the colonial rules and slavery
were fought through volunteerism and sense of service. Gandhi got independence of India
through non-violence and many great people participated in his leadership voluntarily. This
year is special year when we are celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda
and also Anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King Junior, the Architect of 21st century America.
I remember his sentence: “Christ gave us the goals - Mahatma Gandhi gave the tactics” said
said Martin Luther King. Many people like Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, and Elbert
Einstein who were influenced by Mahatma Gandhi’s tactics of volunteerism and non-violence.
Einstein called him, “A role model for the generation to come”.

This year’s UN International Day of Peace on 21st September 2013 highlighted “Education
for Peace”. The Secretary General of the UN in his message said that Education is vital for
fostering global citizenship and building peaceful societies. In June, Malala Yousafzi, the
Pakistani school girl targeted for assassination by the Taliban for campaigning for the right
to education, came to the United Nations. Malala said, “One Teacher, One Book, One Pen,
can Change the World”. These are our most powerful weapons.

Fifty Seven Million children are still denied an education. Millions more need better schooling.

We need more and more volunteers like Malala to rise and take the leadership role to
transform this world and to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, the Post 2015
Development Agenda and The Future We Want.
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Innovation is fast shaping the world today, and in due time we are going to need new ideas
everyday in order to run the world. This means we do not have a choice but to mentor these
youthful brains in the right way of leadership and practically applying their innovative
ideas.

But, remember that “Vision without Action is Day Dream; Action without Vision is
Nightmare.”

Africa is cradle of Humanity. About 3.5 million years before our ancestors walked on two
legs first time in East Africa. Africa is the origin of humanity and Volunteerism is not a new
phenomenon in Africa.

Youth volunteering in Africa is growing in scale, diversity, relevance and demand, but still,
more needs to be done. International youth volunteering whether promoting North-South,
South-South, and South-North exchange for young people continues to play an active part in
development in Africa. However, as volunteering approaches grow in scale, and the demand
for governments, private sector and development actors to respond to the needs of young
people and societies within Africa intensifies, the challenge to volunteering organizations
includes:

* Ensuring programs are shaped by the needs and interests of diverse young people in Africa.

* Ensuring authenticity to the values of volunteerism by those utilizing volunteering
approaches.

* Proving that youth volunteering in Africa makes a difference to local, national and global
development goals (through quality programmes and credible evidence).

* Ensuring international programs complement and foster national and community
volunteering approaches which offer cost-effective and sustainable solutions to a country.

* Creating space for young people to lead and shape the volunteering agenda in Africa.

* Contributing to the MDG 8 which focuses exclusively on building partnerships across the
world and the role volunteerism can play in strengthening and sustaining such partnerships.

* Some financial incentive is essential to promote volunteerism among youth due to high
level of unemployment and socio- economic conditions of the society in the developing region
especially in Africa. Approximately 75 percent of youth in Africa live on less that 2$ per day
and most cannot afford the luxury of spending time for volunteer services without some
financial incentive.

The United Nations is one of the organizations widely known for huge volunteer progrmmmes
that cut across the each and every continent in the world.

Through its programme UN Volunteers, about 7,500 qualified and experienced women and
men of different nationalities serve as UN Volunteers in some 130 countries every year.



491

Some of the key areas the UN Volunteers are deployed include Development Assistance and
Humanitarian and Peace-keeping Operations. The deployment in remote and isolated duty
stations where basic comforts are limited may be rewarding in many indirect ways.

Through the UNV assignments volunteers get to learn new skills, meet new people and even
get to build their CVs.

African Conference on Volunteer Action for Peace and Development (ACVAPD) Conference:
The Ministry of East African Community, COMESA and UN Habitat together with other
ministries and GPF convened a conference on July 2nd to 4th 2012 to promote volunteer action
to build peace and development in the continent of Africa. The conference was held at UN
offices, Nairobi Kenya and served as an action forcing event which culminated into ACVAPD
Alliance and has a robust plan in four major areas of peace, health, environment and economic
empowerment through entrepreneurship. It was not mare a conference but a commitment
for action plan and pledging stipulated in the declaration which was adopted at the end of
the conference. It ended with tree planting and Mount Kilimanjaro Charity Climb. The
Alliance is progressing well and need more support to built its activities in all the four
tracks.

We all know that the only source of knowledge is experience and the most appropriate way
for the youth to gain experience is through volunteerism, which can provide opportunities to
get involved in the affairs of the day-to-day and take leadership roles. As the world grapples
with an alarming figure of 73.4 million jobless youth, it is my hope that this conference will
enlighten the participants on the importance of volunteerism programmes as a way of reducing
joblessness, idleness and crime among other issues.

In Africa, more than 50 percent population is young. Youth aged between 15-24 years are
37% of the employable population and around 60 percent youth are unemployed. They want
recognition and inclusiveness In decision-making process. Let us see youth a positive force
In national building and better future. I believe that volunteerism will enhance their
opportunity for a meaningful employment.

Africa has long been seen as a continent in need of support. Today, there exist clear national
and international development goals which provide direction and guidelines to where efforts
should be focused. It is clear that in young people we have a huge resource that needs to be
harnessed to become the positive agents of change and leaders of society that many would
aspire to be. We should make the most of this resource, exchanging and benefitting our
young leaders and our countries. We should inculcate the culture of exchanging our precious
young talents and innovations to each other in a way that makes us stronger. To do this
effectively, it is essential that we move beyond attempting to do volunteering and development
for young people, and allow young people to drive, shape and do volunteering in their own
ways.

Our approaches need to place young people at the front of designing and delivering
volunteering programmes, and to appeal to young we need to inspire them to participate -
this might mean creating more space for less ‘mature’ approaches to volunteering and
development. For youth volunteering in Africa to be relevant, it is essential we position our
programmes to contribute to wider development goals beyond personal development so that
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volunteering is seen to be not just an investment in the individual but an investment in the
nation and the continent; it is essential we set the standards to measure the quality and
effectiveness of our work in youth volunteering; and put these standards into practice so we
better understand what the critical success factors are in youth volunteering programmes in
Africa which are delivering results.

The importance of volunteering is not just relevant for development related or peace keeping
activities but is equally vital for imbibing leadership qualities and help young people become
future leaders with values and commitment to serve the society and the nation and ultimately
put the nation on the path of inclusive and sustainable development. The world today is
marred by corruption, abuse of power, insensitivity, carelessness and prejudice which not
only affects the lives of millions adversely but also pushes back nations by decades in the
race towards overall prosperity. These can be overcome with the ideals of volunteerism as
has been seen in some parts of the world.

It is essential that we demonstrate through evidence and through sharing positive stories
that young people are an invaluable resource in development today and we should therefore
not wait until they’re older to engage them in leadership and participation. We should start
now because their energy, creativity and openness to change already have the potential to
make a difference in development. This is critical in age hierarchical societies in Africa.

It is my hope that by the end of this conference, stakeholders are going to go back to their
various workplaces and create room for volunteers in their various organizations and that
the youth here are also going to grab the few chances of volunteering and use them to build
their innovative skills.

You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of ocean are dirty,
the ocean does not become dirty.

To give service to a single heart by single act is better than a thousand heads bowing in
prayer. The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in service of others - Mahatma Gandhi

Service above self should be our motto we should invite all volunteering organizations to
join us for knowledge sharing, capacity building and collective action for achieving peace,
sustainable development and human rights through volunteer action.

In conclusion, distinguished guests; we cannot always build the future for our youth, but we
can always build our youth for the future.

Build the Youth; Build the nation!!

Let us fight for peace and defend it with all our might and it is possible through education
for peace and promoting the culture of volunteerism among the youth.
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Chapter 14

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF URBAN,
RURAL AND URBAN AGGLOMERATION FOR

MONITORING HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) is responsible for
monitoring the Target 11 of Goal 7 of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) in addition
to its mandate to monitor and report on the progress made in implementation of the Habitat
Agenda. The paper will discuss the problems and difficulties in collecting data with common
operational definition of urban/rural and urban agglomerations in various regions as well as
reliability of information provided by reporting authorities.

The various opinion on the issue of how to define the cities boundaries for future data,
collection and concept of built-up and densely populated area’s role in it will also be discussed
for future data collection.

A.  Introduction and Objectives

1. The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) is responsible for
monitoring the Target 11 of goal 7 of the Millennium Development goals (MDG’s) in addition
to its mandate to monitor and report on the progress made in the implementation of the
Habitat Agenda.

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

Target 11: By 2020 to have achieved a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100
million slum dwellers

Indicator 31: Proportion of urban population with access to improved sanitation (UNICEF)

Indicator 32: Proportion of households with secure t.enure (UN-Habitat)

2. The Global Urban Observatory of UN-Habitat in its Urban Indicators Programme Phase
III (2004-2005) devised the strategy to collect the urban indicators by organizing workshops
together with UN Economic and Social Commissions, UNFPA, UNSD and other partners.
The Urban Experts and statisticians from line ministries of the countries of various regions
that are part of the global sample of cities were invited for discussion.

3. The Urban Experts discussed the demarcation of city boundaries and operational definitions
of urban/rural and urban agglomerations. They elaborated on the problems and difficulties
as well as reliability of information they have to provide.

4. The Expert Group Meeting (EGM) discussed and came out with the operational definition
of urban and rural areas. The EGM also contributed to better defining Urban Agglomerations
and deciding on the city boundaries for future data and indicators collection at the city level.
The concept of build-up and densely populated areas were also the issues discussed.
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5. The overall objectives of the Expert Group Meting were:

(a) The long-term objective was to strengthen capacity of countries to collect, compile and
analyze urban indicators, in order to do comparisons based on harmonized definitions and
classifications at national and city level.

(b) The immediate objective was to discuss and come out with the operational definitions of
urban and rural areas for collection of comparable indicators as well establishing the criteria
for defining city boundaries of the Urban Agglomerations.

B.   Background and Justification

6. The dichotomy of urban and rural is not new. This is just like two faces of a coin. For data
collection to study the socio-economic, cultural and demographic trends of the population,
any areas or settlements are categorized in either urban or rural. The United Nations also
uses the criteria of urban and rural based on the definitions used by the countries for the
reporting of the official statistics on world urbanization trends and projections. Urban and
rural is defined based on some characteristics of population and the settlements. The countries
designate the urban areas by using one or more of the characteristics as follows:

i) Population size threshold
ii) Population density
iii) Contiguity of build-up area
iv) Political status
v) Proportion of the labor force engaged in non-agricultural work
vi) Presence of particular services and activities

7. In the 21st Century, the world is becoming urbanized while the global urban transition is
accomplished. It is expected that by 2007 about 50 percent of the world’s population will live
in urban areas and by 2030,60 percent will be urban. The World’s urban population reached
2.9 billion in 2000 and it is expected that it will reach to 5 billion by 2030. It is expected that
world urban population will increase by 2.1 billion during 2000-2030 and reach to 5 billion
by 2030, just below the 2.2 billion persons that will be added to world population.

8. Almost all the growth of the world’s total population between 2000 and 2030 is expected to
be absorbed by the urban areas of the less developed regions. Less developed countries will
experience rapid population growth in the urban areas, averaging 2.3 percent per year during
2000-2030. Most important determinants of the high urban population growth anticipated
in less developed regions are through migration from rural areas and the transformation of
rural settlements into urban places.

9. By 2017, the number of urban dwellers will equal the number of rural dwellers in the less
developed regions. In contrast the urban population of the more developed regions is expected
to increase very slowly, from 0.9 billion in 2003 to 1 billion in 2030. The average annual
growth rate of this population is expected to be 0.5 percent between the 2000 and 2030,
compared to 1.5 percent recorded during the previous half- century.

10. In the more developed regions, nearly 40 percent of the population lived in small urban
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settlements. This is about twice that in the less developed regions, where just over 20 percent
of the population lived in small urban settlements.”

11. The number of cities with 5 million or more inhabitants is projected to rise from 46 in
2003 to 61 in 2015. Among these, the number of mega-cities (with 10 million inhabitants or
more) will increase from 20 in 2003 to 22 in 2015. most of these large cities are in developing
countries, and by 2015, 45 out of 61 cities are expected to be from the less developed regions.
Five Large urban agglomerations are not necessarily experiencing fast population growth.
Of the 20 mega-cities identified in 2003, almost half experienced population growth below
1.5 percent between 1975 and 2000 and just 6 grew at rates above 3 percent: Dhaka in
Bangladesh (6.2% per year); Lagos in Nigeria (6.1%); Delhi (4.l%), Karachi (3.7%) and Mumbai
(Bombay) (3.1%) in India; and Jakarta in Indonesia (3.3%). During 2000-2015, 11 mega-
cities are projected to experience population growth below 1.5 percent and five will remain
with population growth rates above 3 percent.

12. Urbanization is inevitable. The world has witnessed a dramatic growth of its urban
population over the last 50 years. The speed and the scale of this growth, especially
concentrated in the less developed regions, continue to pose formidable challenges to the
individual countries as well as to the world community. Monitoring these developments and
creating sustainable urban environments remains crucial issues on the international
development agenda.

13. The first and the foremost step to monitor urbanization are to understand the phenomenon
starting from the holistic concept of the urban and rural. Everybody understands what is
urban and rural but by its own ways and have their definition based on some of the
characteristics of urban.

C.   Urban and Rural

14. UN-HABITAT has been among the first to recognize and to call for attention to the
phenomenon of urbanization as a decisive force in the shaping of the economic and social life
of developing countries. No one can fail to observe the sweeping transformation which is
under way in those countries –a transformation from predominantly agrarian societies to
modern market-oriented societies- highly depending on urban structures and urban rural
linkages. In recognition of this, UN-HABITAT, in collaboration with UN Regional Offices
and other UN agencies both within and outside the United Nations system, has been actively
pursuing programmes of assistance to countries in the management of their urban settlements.

15. In spite of all above quoted figures from the UN Population Division from the World
Urbanization Prospect: The 2001 and 2003 Revisions, and all efforts to harmonize the
definition of urban/rural, it is interesting to note that to date, there is no common universal
definition for urban/rural areas or population. The countries adopt the definition used for
their census to classify urban/rural areas and population. The traditional distinction between
urban and rural areas within a country is based on the assumption that urban areas provide
a different way of life and usually a higher level of living than is found in rural areas.
International comparability of urban-rural distributions is seriously impaired by the wide
variation among national definitions of the concept of urban.
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16. Overview of the definitions used by the countries reveals that a variety of concepts are
employed to define urban. As indicated in point 7, some countries use the number of
inhabitants in a locality, some uses the density of the population per square mile, some uses
employment in agriculture sector as a criterion, others use the infrastructure and services or
the facilities and services in the settlements etc.

Urban and Rural Classification in USA

* For Census 2000, the Census Bureau classifies as “urban” all territory, population, and
housing units located within an Urbanized Area (UA) or an Urban Cluster (UC). It delineates
UA and UC boundaries to encompass densely settled territory, which consists of:

* Core census block groups or blocks that have a population density of at least 1,000 people
per square mile and surrounding census blocks that have an overall density of at least 500
people per square mile.

In addition, under certain conditions, less densely settled territory may be part of each UA
or UC.

The Census Bureau’s classification of “rural” consists of all territory, population, and housing
units located outside of UAs and UCs. The rural component contains both place and non-
place territory. Geographic entities, such as census tracts, counties, metropolitan areas, and
the territory outside metropolitan areas, often are “split” between urban and rural territory,
and the population and housing units they contain often are partly classified as urban and
partly classified as rural.

17. Unfortunately, it is clearly evident that there is no single definition of urban and rural
areas till now. Countries have established their own definitions in accordance with their
own needs based on the characteristics that distinguish urban and rural areas.

However, an analysis of countries shows that different criteria and methods are currently
being used by governments to define “urban”:

* 105 countries based their urban data on administrative criteria, limiting it to the boundaries
of state or provincial capitals, municipalities or other local jurisdictions; 83 use this as their
sole method of distinguishing urban from rural.

* 100 countries define cities by population size or population density, with minimum
concentrations ranging broadly, from 200 to 50000 inhabitants; 54 use this as their sole
urban criterion.

* 25 countries specify economic characteristic as significant, though not exclusive, in defining
cities-typically, the proportion of the labour force employed in non-agricultural activities.

* 18 countries count the availability of urban infrastructure in their definitions, including
the presence of paved streets, water supply systems, sewerage systems, or electric lighting.

* 25 countries provide no definition of “urban” at all

* 6 countries regard their entire population as urban.
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18. In many industrialized countries, this distinction has become blurred and principle
difference between urban and rural areas in terms of the circumstances of living trends to be
a matter of degree of concentration of population. Although the differences between urban
and rural ways of life and levels of living remains significant in developing countries, rapid
urbanization in these countries has created a great need for information related to different
sizes of urban areas.

19. However, density of population may not be a sufficient criterion, particularly where
there are large localities that are still characterized by a truly rural way of life. Such countries
use some additional criteria in developing classification that are more distinctive than a
simple urban rural differentiation. Those additional criteria are the percentage of the
economically active population employed in agriculture, the general availability of electricity
and/or piped water in living quarters and the ease of access to medical care, school and
recreational facilities. For certain countries where the facilities noted above are available in
some areas that are still rural since agriculture is the predominant source of employment.

20. Definition of urban and rural should take into account all the characteristics used by
countries to define their urban and rural areas. However, care must be taken to ensure that
the definition used does not become too complicated for application to the census and for
comprehension by the users of the census results. Information from previous censuses and
some other external sources can also be obtained for the classification of urban and rural
areas such as images obtained by remote sensing may be used for the demarcation of urban
boundaries of urban areas when density of habitation is a criterion. Geo-coding can also be
considered as one of the source of information for classification. The urban area should be
officially Gazetted by the Government.

D. Urban Agglomeration

21. The definition of urban agglomeration issued by UN is as follows: Urban Agglomeration
comprises the city or town proper and also the suburban fringe or thickly settled territory
lying outside, but adjacent to, its boundaries. A single urban agglomeration may comprise
several cities or towns and their suburban fringes. The administrative city (city proper) as
the area of a population centre located within municipal boundaries designated as such by
the central government for management, legislative and administrative purposes.
Metropolitan area is defined as a politically defined urban area set up for planning or
administration purposes which may combine several jurisdictions (municipalities or cities).

22. The data for cities varies based on what definitions are being used. The city population
and its growth rate will vary depending on the determination of city boundary. For example,
for Tokyo which is considered to be the world largest city with 25 million people in its
agglomeration in 1990 but which can also be represented in terms of its administrative city
(18.2 million in that year), the Tokyo prefecture (11.9 million), the greater Tokyo metropolitan
area(31.6 million) and the National Capital region (39.2 million). Similarly, Colombo
population is estimated to be about 600, 000 persons in an area of 37 square kilometres, but
if its population is measured for the city region of 1800 square kilometres, Colombo would
contain 4 million inhabitants. Cities such as Buenos Aires, Mexico City, London, and Tokyo
can be correctly said to be declining or expanding in population, depending on how their
boundaries are defined.
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23. Mr. Robert McNamara, former president of the World Bank, aptly observed, “If cities do
not begin to deal more constructively with poverty, poverty may begin to deal more
destructively with cities”.

24. Many urban agglomerations (mega-cities) in the developing countries are not functioning
well. They are not able to cope with the demand for the services. Slums are growing and
quality of life is deteriorating. For monitoring the over all situation and also to monitor
Target 11, the first and foremost step is to have harmonization and standardization of
definition and classifications of urban agglomeration. In absence of a proper definition of
urban agglomeration, comparability of data is not possible. Some of the urban agglomerations
include the rural areas also in between two towns or cities under them.

25. A lot has to be done in terms of harmonization and standardization of definitions and
classifications for data collection at city/urban and urban agglomeration level. We have the
Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses for the national
level data collection through censuses for the countries but at the urban /city level it is yet to
be done. Lack of adequate and reliable data for forward-looking policy formulation and
managing of the city, in both developing and developed countries, is the main characteristic
for policy failure. The reporting authorities should mention that the data provided is for the
administrative city or urban agglomeration or for the metropolitan areas.

26. UN-Habitat is the lead agency in the area of urban/city statistics. UN-Habitat has devised
a monitoring system through the Global Urban Observatory (GUO) - a section for production
and analysis of quantitative knowledge for the global monitoring and reporting of progress
in implementing the Habitat Agenda and MDG. The GUO collects analyses and disseminates
information on national as well as at the city statistics on a regular basis through various
ways including the two flagship reports of the organization.

27. UN-Habitat developed the Large Cities Statistics Project (LCSP) Questionnaire together
with five partners including UNSD and the questionnaire was disseminated to more than
three thousand cities with population of 100 thousand and more. The outcome was the
publication of “1000 Cities - International Yearbook of Large Cities Statistics”. One of the
most significant achievements of this exercise was the harmonization and standardization
of definitions and classifications which impacted on roughly 3600 cities through LCSP. Cities
may not have returned a filled questionnaire but they might have used the instrument for
their own data collection exercises or have given it to other cities and towns. They might
have modified or deleted some of the tables as per their requirements but they have a data
collection instruments in their hands with globally acceptable definitions and classifications.
This process has to continue till all the cities/urban agglomerations have internationally
accepted harmonized definitions and classifications.

28. Based on the recommendations of the Expert Group Meeting in 2002 and the Inter-
agency group meetings on MDG’s, a global sample of cities was selected. A comprehensive
list of 4574 cities and metropolitan areas with population of 100,000 and more was prepared
jointly with UNSD. A random sample of 353 cities and metropolitan areas was selected
using the technique of probability Proportionate to Size (PPS). MDG and Urban Indicators
will be regularly collected and analyzed for the sample cities for the global, regional and
sub-regional estimation of indicators for reporting.
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29. For comparative city statistics and indicators, it is important to have an agreement to
have defined city boundary. For city level data, the standard area of reference should be the
urban agglomeration. When the data for the agglomeration is not available then data for the
metropolitan area should be provided with a note. The boundary of the urban agglomeration
should be clearly defined with the help of local authorities. The criteria for defining the
urban agglomeration, it should be clearly established as built-up area and density of
population etc.

30. Geographical Information System (GIS) was used to map the changes and defining the
boundaries of the urban agglomerations and for collecting data for the sample cities. Country
database is built from several data sources namely census. Household surveys such as DHS.
MICS, LSMS, Labour Force Survey, Welfare Monitoring Survey, Urban Household Budget
Survey. World Health Survey. and child labour Survey as well as administrative records.
The results were presented in the State of the World Cities Report 2006/7.
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Chapter 15

EXPERIENCE IN CITY STATISTICS: THE CITY
DATA PROGRAMME OF UNCHS (UN-HABITAT)

Cities are centres of economic, social and cultural development in all the countries. Recognizing
the important role played by the cities and in response to the growing demand for city-level
statistics at all levels, the City Data Programme was launched during the thirteenth session
of the Commission on Human Settlements at Harare, Zimbabwe in May 1991. Chapter 7 of
Agenda 21 explicitly mentions the City Data Programme as one of the initiative by UNCHS
(Habitat) in strengthening urban data systems for improving urban management in countries.
The  United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) otherwise known as
“City Submit” and the monitoring of the recommendations of the Conference had given city
level statistics greater impetus.

The main objective of the City Data Programme (CDP) of UNCHS (Habitat) was to develop
a cost-effective global data collection and dissemination system on cities which will facilitate
the monitoring, assessing and evaluation of urban conditions and trends. This Programme
was envisaged to meet the requirements for reliable, relevant and timely data which will be
useful to decision-makers for forward-looking planning of cities and thus contribute to the
improvement of living and working conditions of urban population.

In the beginning of the Programme, a considerable amount of time was devoted to
standardization and harmonization of the methodologies, definitions and classifications. A
data framework was designed and then the City Data Programme questionnaire was
developed.

The Programme had been executed through the following three projects:

(a) UNCHS-CitiBase

(b) Kenya Pilot Project (KPP)

The CDP questionnaire was tested in the pilot cities of the KPP.

(c) Dissemination of Urban Data

- The Compendium of Human Settlements Statistics 1995
- “Habitat Atlas”, 1996
- The software package called PC-CitiBase 1997.

Partnerships in Data Collection

A partnership was developed with the Network on Urban Research in the European Union’
(NUREC), 1nternational Statistical Institute (ISI), International Union of Local Authorities
(IULA), United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) and United Nations Centre for Human
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Settlements (Habitat). The CDP questionnaire was modified in the light of the comments
from the above-mentioned partners and translated in all the UN official languages and it
was agreed to launch a joint project called Large Cities Statistics Project (LCSP).

The LCSP-questionnaire was disseminated by NUREC to around 3,600 cities worldwide
with more than 100,000 inhabitants. About 900 hundred questionnaires had been received
by NUREC by autumn 1996. On of the greatest achievement of the CDP was to harmonize
and standardize definitions and classifications which reached roughly 3,600 cities through
LCSP.

Introduction

1. The United Nations General Assembly Resolution 32/162 designated UNCHS (Habitat)
as the focal point for the global exchange of information on human settlements issues and
mandated it to promote collaboration with and involvement of the World Scientific Community
concerned with human settlements. A consultative meeting on Urban Environmental Data
and Information Systems, held in October 1989 in Washington, D.C., identified the lack of
collaboration/co-ordination and exchange of urban data among international agencies as
one of the main short-comings in urban research and policy-making; it also recognized UNCHS
(Habitat) as the appropriate institution to be entrusted with a global co-ordination and
repository function for urban data. A follow-up Technical Working Group meeting on urban
environmental indicators, held in September 1990 in Barcelona, urged the Centre to develop
and maintain a global database on cities for the management and exchange of urban data
worldwide.

2.  The r apidl y gr owing demand for  ci t y-level  dat a fr om pol i cy-maker s and r esear cher s had
been fur t her  fuel l ed by pr essing envi r onment al  pr oblems in a gr eat  number  of ci t i es, bot h in
developing and developed count r ies; by incr easing gender awar eness in development  mat t er s,
r equi r i ng gender  speci fi c dat a not  only at  t he nat ional , but  mor e impor t ant l y, at  t he ur ban
level ; and by t he r i sing incidence of pover t y i n a gr owing number  of ci t i es, par t i cular l y i n t he
developing count r ies. Syst emat i c and speci fi c dat a at  t he ur ban level  i s a pr er equisi t e for  t he
ident i fi cat ion  and impl ement at ion of effi cient  pol i cies an d t he t ar get ing of  assist an ce t o
vulner able p opulat ion gr oups. The main r easons for  t he u navai labi l i t y of ur ban  st at i st i cs
ar e lack  of appr opr iat e met hodologies and common st ati st i cal  defini t i ons; i neffect i ve col lect ion
of ur ban dat a; and lack  of col l abor at ion and co-or dinat ion among nat ional  and int er nat ional
dat a-col lect ing inst i t ut i ons.

3. Ar i sing fr om t he gr owing impor t ance of t he r ole played by ci t i es in socio-economic and
cul t ur al  development  of societ y and in r esponse t o t he wide- spr ead and gr owing demand for
ci t y l evel  dat a, a ser ies of meet ings wer e held, most  not ably t he one held in Bar celona in
1989 wi t h par t i cipat ion  of sever al  agencies, i ncluding t he Wor ld Ban k  and UNDP. As a
r esul t , NCHS (Habi t at ) l aunched t he Ci t y Dat a Pr ogr amme (COP) in M ay 1991 dur ing t he
t hi r t eent h session of t he Commission on Human Set t l ement s in Har ar e, Zimbabwe. Chapt er
7 of Agenda 21 expl i ci t l y ment ions t he Ci t y Dat a Pr ogr am me as on e of t he ini t i at i ve by
UNCHS (Habi t at ) i n st r engt hening ur ban dat a syst ems or  impr oving ur ban management  i n
count r ies and under  t he subpr ogr amme, “Global  I ssues and St r at egies” of t he Cent r e.

4.  Pr ior  t o t hi s, t he Cent r e was col lect ing, col l at i ng, compi l i ng and updat ing lar ge amount
or  dat a at  t he nat ion al  l evel  i nt o a com put er i sed d at abase cal l ed “ Hum an Set t l emen t s
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Statistics Database (HSDB.stat)” from various sources mainly from published documents of
UN organizations. Some tables were also devoted to city-level data but that was not sufficient
to meet the rapidly growing demand for comprehensive city level data for forward planning
and decision-making. Sometimes data were not relevant, reliable and outdated by the time
they reach UNCHS (Habitat) in the form of published documents. There were often many
figures arising from different studies for the same variable and it as difficult to choose the
correct one unless the method of collection and definition were known. Such data cannot be
used for international comparison and for research purposes.

5. A feasibility study was conducted by the Centre before launching the CDP and a preliminary
city data framework was designed and tested, by extracting data on approximately 400 cities
based on the sources available in the Centre. The experience gained from this study was
reflected in the design of the CDP, giving particular attention to complex methodological
tasks in the area of definition, development as well as harmonization and standardization of
city-level data.

Methodology, Definitions and Classifications

6. The United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), in close collaboration with
the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), formerly UNSTAT, convened an Expert Group
Meeting on Human Settlements Statistics in October 1987. The meeting reviewed the coverage
and quality of data of the Compendium of Human Settlements Statistics 1983; discussed at
length the problems of data collection, compilation and dissemination in the area of human
settlements statistics; and made specific comments and suggestions regarding the next issue
of the Compendium. The United Nations Statistical Commission, at its twenty-six session
held in February 1991, endorsed the further development of housing and human settlements
statistics, including work on methodology, data collection and compilation by UNSD and
UNCHS (Habitat).

7. On the basis of the Expert Group Meeting on Human Settlements Statistics, the Human
Settlements Statistics Questionnaire 1992 was jointly developed by UNSD and UNCHS
(Habitat). The timing was set such that most recent data of the 1990 round of censuses
would be captured. This questionnaire consisted of 18 tables on 30 pages, asking for data at
the national, urban-rural and city level. The first six tables are requesting data for the
national total urban-rural areas, whereas tables seven to eighteen were requesting data for
the four largest cities or urban agglomerations, more precisely the capital city and three
largest cities in the country.

8. The data primarily asked for was the administrative boundaries of the city, however, it
was requested that if data for urban agglomeration are readily available then that could be
provided as well, together with a proper footnote on the definition. For the purpose of this
questionnaire, the administrative city was defined as the area of a population centre located
within municipal boundaries designated as such by the central government for management,
legislative and administrative purposes. And an urban agglomeration comprises the city or
town proper and also sub-urban fringe or thickly settled territory lying outside, but adjacent
to, its boundaries. The concept of urban agglomeration is, therefore, not identical to the
concept of locality as used in the international recommendations for population and housing
censuses but is an additional geographical unit, which may include more than one locality.
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The countries were requested to use urban/rural population definitions according to their
national census definition. To date, there is no universal definition for urban/rural population
or areas that would be applicable to all countries, nor even, for the most part, to the countries
within the same region. In that connection, it is relevant to mention that the City Data
Programme participated in the Expert Group Meeting on World Population and Housing
Census Programme for the year 2000 in New York from 9 to 13 September 1996 in order to
fulfill the function of standardizing and harmonizing definitions and classifications on human
settlements. The purpose of the meeting was to revise the Principles and Recommendations
for Population and Housing Census for the Year 2000 Census Round; the Centre’s suggestions
were incorporated.

9.  The main objective of the City Data Programme was to develop a cost-effective global data
collection and dissemination system on cities which will facilitate the monitoring and
evaluation of urban conditions and trends. This programme was envisaged to meet the
requirements for reliable, relevant and timely data which will be useful to policy-makers
and managers for the planning and management of cities. It had been the first attempt on
the part of any organization to establish a standardized and specific information system for
cities. Some efforts have been made to collect information on urban areas at different point
of time by different institutions but a worldwide data collection on urban areas had never
been undertaken by any international organization before.

10.  In the beginning, a good amount of time was devoted to study the existing practices and
instruments of institutions active in the area of urban data collection. On the basis of available
materials, a data framework was designed and then the City Data Programme questionnaire
was developed. First of all, an exhaustive list of topics was selected which were considered
important for a proper “diagnosis” of the “health” of a city.

11. City statistics is a complex subject and there are many factors which play an important
role in the performance of a city. Keeping this in mind and having a holistic view of the city,
first of all an exhaustive list of all possible topics which are important for the understanding
and analysis of conditions of the city was prepared. The tables on those topics were designed
and standard classifications were applied to the extent possible. The CDP questionnaire has
about 75 tables on 40 pages and covers a wide range of topics which includes general
information about the city, population and its characteristics, households, gender, land use,
crime, housing units and facilities, infrastructure and services, municipal finance and
environment. This questionnaire was modified in the light of comments from experts within
UNCHS (Habitat) and also from outside. The main problem was that participants in the
review process wanted to see more coverage in their areas of interest and there was a danger
of a large and unwieldy questionnaire. The most difficult part in designing the questionnaire
was the classification and definitions of various terms which are globally acceptable.

12.  As earlier mentioned, internationally established definitions and classifications were
used to the extent possible. The Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing
Censuses by the United Nations and the Human Settlements Statistics Questionnaire 1992
were extensively used as standard definitions and classifications for the questionnaire. In
addition to these references, some tables were designed and their concepts were taken from
specialised UN agencies active in those areas. For example, the economically active population
table was designed according to the latest publication of ILO and a table on land use was
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designed as per FAO classification of land use. Similarly, the local government revenue and
expenditure table was developed on the basis of the International Monetary Fund’s Manual
on Government Finance Statistics. In the designing of the questionnaire and layout of the
tables, the computer programmer for the database was involved in all the discussions and
finalization of table layouts from the beginning. Initially, some tables were quite large and it
was not possible to see them on screen in full. In that situation, tables were modified and
reduced in such away that without losing any important information they could be viewed
on the screen entirely. Where this was not possible, a solution was worked out to keep the
table in the questionnaire as it is but on the screen some categories were merged. For example,
the population by age, local government revenues and expenditure were modified to fit on
the screen.

13. The City Data Programme questionnaire was a comprehensive instrument for collecting
data on almost all the important variables to study the quality of life and socio-economic
conditions in a city. There were no other questionnaires available before the development of
this questionnaire which are so comprehensive as this. The Tokyo questionnaire of the
Statistics of the World Large Cities 1992 and Barcelona questionnaire covered only cities
with more than 1 Million population and data are available on only a few topics.

14. It is important to note, that the City Data Programme questionnaire was tested in eight
pilot cities of the Kenya Pilot Project (KPP) - a national component of the CDP before it was
applied on a wider scale. The CDP was executed in six cities in Romania as well. The
experience gained from eight cities of the Kenya Pilot Project and six cities from Romania
was valuable to modify and finalise the questionnaire and also to assess the problem and
difficulties in methodology, concepts, layout of tables and also availability of data.

15. A technical working group meeting was held in Duisburg, Germany from 17-19 May
1993. This meeting was hosted by the Network on Urban Research in the European Union
(NUREC) and was attended by the representatives from the Unites Nations Statistics Division
(UNSD), International Statistical Institute (ISI), International Union of Local Authorities
(IULA), NUREC and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat). The main
objective of the meeting was to agree on the content and format of the questionnaire developed
in the City Data Programme for the collection of urban-data from cities with more than
100,000 inhabitants, as well as organizational arrangements for translation, mailing and
follow-up of the questionnaire.

A partnership was formed of the above-mentioned five organizations and a Letter of Intent
was signed by NUREC, ISI, IULA, UNSD and UNCHS (Habitat) in order to collect data
under the Large Cities Statistics Project (LCSP) on cities with population over 100,000 and
to publish an International Yearbook of Large Towns by using a revised CDP questionnaire
in the light of comments from the partners of the LCSP. The original structure and data
topics of the CDP questionnaire largely remained the same. The questionnaire was then
translated by UNCHS (Habitat) into all the UN official languages (French, Spanish, Arabic,
Russian and Chinese) and forwarded to NUREC to be sent out to all cities of the world with
more than 100,000 inhabitants and the national statistical offices. Furthermore, the
questionnaire was also translated in German and Japanese at Duisburg, Germany. As per
the Letter of Intent, NUREC disseminated the questionnaire to about 3600 cities of the
world under the joint LCSP with covering notes from UNSD and UNCHS (Habitat). A copy
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of the questionnaire was sent to the national statistical office of the respective countries to
support cities in providing data for this exercise. It was experienced in the national project
of the City Data Programme that support from national statistical offices in such. exercise is
essential for a high response rate and for capacity building.

16.  There was no doubt about this, from the time of inception of this programme, that it is a
unique and very ambitious Programme. Prior to this, data were collected on some specific
topics such as demography, land, housing etc. by contacting the person who deals with that
topic in the national or city office but this exercise requires involvement of many offices and
their co-ordination to complete it. Some of the tables asked for information coming from
administrative records or technical departments. Now, the filled questionnaires were flown
back and by now NUREC had received about 900 questionnaires out of which they had sent
about 100 questionnaires to UN-Habitat for checking, correcting and clearing of data. The
remaining questionnaires were expected to be received in the near future as per the Letter of
Intent. An agreement has been worked out with NUREC and Habitat again to receive all the
800 questionnaires from them for data checking, correction and footnoting as well as on
future co-operation in the area of analysis and dissemination by statistical topics.

Data Collection at the City Level

A. Kenya Pilot Project

17. The Kenya Pilot Project (KPP) was officially launched in April 1992. The rationale behind
launching this pilot study in Kenya was to test a data collection methodology, possible data
frameworks and training methods in a country which has one of the highest population
growth rates in the world, coupled with a fast-growing urban population, which has led to
the development of a range of cities and towns of different size classes and functionality.
Other reasons for choosing Kenya were the access to the 1989 Population and Housing Census,
the existence of a fairly developed national statistical infrastructure and, last but not least,
the comparative advantage of the Centre’s location in Nairobi. The most important reason
was the assurance of excellent co-operation for this project from the Government of Kenya
which was highly appreciated by UNCHS (Habitat).

18. Eight Kenyan cities/towns namely Nairobi, Mombasa, Kisumu, Nakuru, Eldoret, Thika,
Kakamega and Machakos were selected on the basis of their size, socio-economic, political
and geographical importance. The objective of the project was to design a national urban
data collection and dissemination system which will provide efficient support to urban policy
making and at the same time strengthen the statistical capacity in the eight project cities
and the participating Ministries of the Government of Kenya. A Steering Committee for the
KPP was formed with the participation of the Ministry of Public Works and Housing, Ministry
of Land and Settlements, Ministry of Local Government and Ministry of Planning and
National Development through the Central Bureau of Statistics.

The first activity of the Kenya Pilot Project (KPP) was to organize a one day workshop of
Mayors and Town Clerks from the eight pilot cities of the KPP on 12 June 1992. The main
purpose of this workshop was to brief and sensitize Mayors and Town Clerks about this
project so that they would co-operate in this exercise. A survey of urban data collection and
dissemination practices prevailing in the towns was undertaken to identify what data are
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readily available in the place in different forms.

The main finding were:

(a) data on urban area exists but no efforts are made to compile, analyse and disseminate
individual city-level data;

(b) cities have no programmes of production of regular statistical reports;

(c) data are mainly at provincial and district levels hence data are readily available for
Nairobi and Mombasa only;

(d) at the national level only comparisons between urban and rural areas are carried out;

(e) there are no statistical units in cities hence support is required from the Central Bureau
of Statistics (CBS) and other agencies for help to build-up viable statistical units.

The survey recommended that statistical capacity in the municipalities in the form of
statistical units should be promoted. Municipalities should be encouraged to produce
statistical reports and regular workshops and symposia should be organised by the Central
Bureau of Statistics (CBS).

19. The COP questionnaire were sent to the pilot cities and after one month a follow-up
mission was sent to assist the staff in the city responsible for collecting data and to explain
tables in case there were any difficulties. The first step was to identify what data are readily
available in any form and how one could convert them into the required format. The purpose
of testing the CDP questionnaire was not only a one-time data collection exercise but a
dynamic process in order to establish a system for regular exchange of latest data and
information. So, it was necessary to develop a strong relation and understanding among the
partners in order to receive data on regular basis and to convince them that this project was
to help them in the future planning and management of their cities. The purpose of this
mission was also to identify the data gaps and to evaluate the existing human and material
resources with a view to arrive at an assessment of necessary resources and training needs
for the statistical work in the city. A household survey was conducted to bridge some of
identified data gaps in close collaboration with the CBS of Kenya. Based on the assessment
of the workload, the adequacy of equipment and human resources in the cities was assessed
and computer equipment and software were purchased. A one week training workshop was
organized in Nairobi for the counterpart staff from the cities. After the training, computer
equipment were installed and additional training provided on demand. A calendar of activities
was followed from the beginning of the project to monitor the accomplishment of all activities.
Finally, a review meeting was organized from 23-26 August 1994 in Nairobi to review the
results of KPP. The Review Meeting was attended by the representatives of the Central
Government of Kenya, Local Authorities of Kenya, experts from Italy and Kenya, Italian
Ambassador to Kenya and other staff of the Italian Embassy, representatives from Embassy
of Spain and the Netherlands Embassy and staff of UNCHS (Habitat). The Review meeting’s
recommendation were that:

(a) the Ministry of Local Government in close collaboration with the Central Bureau of
Statistics should develop guidelines as to what should be collected, analyzed, stored and
disseminated by the local authorities and the Ministry should play a crucial advisory or
supervisory role in this exercise;
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(b) the statistical units in the local authorities should be established to take care of data
collection and dissemination of relevant information within the jurisdiction of the Local
Authorities;

(c) awareness among the decision-makers should be created and a “data culture” and
partnership be developed with other players working in this area for the smooth flow of
data;

(d) funds for activities should be secured by establishing a budget line in the Council budgets
for the sustainability of the project;

(e) the need for further training of staff to fully benefit from the data and computer facilities
already in place was recognized;

(f)  finally, the second phase of the project had to be more in-depth so as to institutionalize
regular collection and dissemination of data and capacity building.

The meeting also noted with satisfaction that all outputs of KPP have been completed and it
has succeeded in meeting its objectives.

B. Human Settlements Statistics Questionnaire, 1992

20.  The Human Settlements Statistics Questionnaire, 1992 (HSSQ) was sent out to 220
national statistical offices by United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD). Data collection
from the national statistical offices of the member countries is within the mandate of the
UNSD. UNSD received replies from 112 countries. Nine countries, however, namely Andorra,
Benin, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Equatorial Guinea, Montserrat, Namibia, Nauru, Netherlands
Antilles and Zimbabwe stated various reasons for not providing data for HSSQ ranging from
not compiling data as requested by HSSQ to not having possibilities to process data as to
suit the tables of HSSQ. Only 103 countries/areas responded to HSSQ, covering data on
national aggregates and also on the four largest cities, including the capital city in each
country. The HSSQ consists of 18 tables.

The first six tables requests data on country/area, urban and rural level covering topics such
as population, households, living quarters, number of rooms, tenureship, duration of residence,
housing facilities, housing construction and crime statistics. The other twelve tables request
for data on four largest cities on the following topics: population by age, number of households,
living quarters, economically active population by industry and occupation, school attendance,
duration of residence, number of rooms, tenureship, housing facilities, housing construction,
infrastructure and services, land use and crime statistics. In some cases the number of cities
was not fixed to four cities. Depending on the size of the countries/areas particularly the
small countries provided data for less than four cities and sometimes only for the capital
city. However, the city states such as Norfolk Island, Makau and Hong Kong etc. reported
data for the whole islands. The HSSQ was also sent on diskette for data entry with a computer
application to test the ability of countries to reply to electronically designed questionnaires
and thus significantly reduce the cost of data collection at the global level. It was requested
that the questionnaire be completed and returned to UNSD by 30 June 1992, anticipating
that a four month period would be sufficient for most national statistical offices to fill the
questionnaire tables. Most of the replies (72%) were received by October 1992 and the highest
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number was received in July 1992. First reminders were sent in December 1992 and specific
requests to several offices for clarification on data and notes provided by them.

21. As far as the quality of data is concerned, it can be safely said that it was good. The
questionnaire was designed in such a way that the same variable was asked in more than
one table to control for consistency of data. Data were compared with other sources also to
test the reliability; the population and area of city data, for instance, were checked against
data from the Demographic Year book of the United Nations. Though it was observed that
there was a significant difference between international recommended classifications and
definitions and those actually applied in national censuses and surveys. This fact made the
harmonization of data more difficult with obvious effects on the comparability of data at the
international level. The data collected through this questionnaire had been checked, cleaned
and used for developing a database called “Datahouse” an intermediate product for
dissemination of data developed by UNSD. There was an understanding about the division
of labour between UNSD and Habitat. The data were entered in UNSD and then after, all
the questionnaires and the database was sent to Habitat for checking, correcting and
footnoting of the data wherever it was needed to finalize the Data house database.

C. LCSP Data Collection

22. The massive exercise of dissemination of Large Cities Statistics Project questionnaires
was undertaken by NUREC in June 1994 and by now about 900 questionnaires have been
received by NUREC. About 100 questionnaires had been checked, corrected, footnoted as
per UN standard methods for data checking and comments were forwarded to NUREC.
UNCHS (Habitat) expects to receive the remaining 800 questionnaires from NUREC in due
course. One of the most significant achievements of the CDP is the harmonization and
standardization of definitions and classifications which impacted on roughly 3,600 cities
through LCSP. Cities may not have returned a filled questionnaire but they might have
used the instrument for their own data collection exercises or have given it to other cities
and towns. They might have modified or deleted some of the tables as per their requirements
but they have a data collection instrument in their hands with globally acceptable definitions
and classifications. This is one of key success of the City Data Programme.

Dissemination

23. The fifth issue of the Compendium of Human Settlements 1995 has been produced as a
joint publication of the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD), Department of Economic
and Social Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA) and the City Data Programme of the
United Nations of Human Settlements (Habitat). The Compendium contained 30 tables in
520 pages, covering a wide range of statistical topics such as population and its characteristics,
economically active population by industry and occupation, households, land use, housing
units and facilities, infrastructure and services and crime statistics. As a special feature,
this issue presented estimates and projections of urban population and for large urban
agglomerations prepared by the Population Division of DESIPA. A number of urban indicators
can be derived and retrieved directly from the data available in the Compendium. Data for
243 countries or areas and 338 cities presented in this issue of the Compendium were collected
from the national statistical offices through the Human Settlements Statistics Questionnaire
1992. Other sources of data for the Compendium are the United Nations Demographic
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Yearbook and World Urbanization Prospect. The 1994 Revision, and FAO Production
Yearbook.

24. The purpose of the Compendium of the Human Settlements Statistics was to assist
governments in reviewing human settlements conditions and trends, in formulating policies
and programmes to deal with urbanization and other major concerns as well as promoting
the systematic and sustainable development of human settlements. It also serves as a
statistical foundation for the Global Report on Human Settlements and its Statistical Annex,
which the UN General Assembly, in its resolution 34/114 of 14 December 1979 requested
UNCHS (Habitat) to prepare on a regular basis. Furthermore, it served as a reference book
for research on human settlements issues and areas. This issue of the Compendium on Human
Settlements Statistics covered a variety of human settlements related topics and was timely
to contribute to the second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II)
called “The City Summit”. The Compendium had been widely disseminated before, during
and after the Habitat II Conference.

25. Two wall charts on Human Settlements Conditions in about 320 cities and 120 countries
respectively had been produced by the City Data Programme (CDP) of the Centre as one of
the outputs of the Centre’s 1994-1995 work programme. The first wall chart on Human
Settlements Conditions covererd city level data, whereas the second wall chart contains
data on country level for total, urban and rural areas. Both wall charts consists of two parts,
i.e. Part I and Part II. The first part covers data for countries/cities in Africa, America North
and America South and Asia whereas the second part displays data for countries/cities in
Europe and Oceania together with graphs and text. These wall charts presented data on
twelve human settlements related topics such as population, dependent and economically
active population, percentage population attending schools, average size of households,
number of persons per living quarters, tenant households and percentage of housing units
with pipe water, toilet, kitchen and electric lighting. This publication was also considered as
a contribution to the Habitat II Conference. The main source of data for these wall charts is
the Human Settlements Statistics Questionnaire 1992. These wall charts were authentic
and reliable reference documents for research in human settlements issues.

26. The Habitat Atlas - a graphic presentation of basic human settlements statistics was the
second publication of UNCHS (Habitat) from this programme in this series, which aimed at
presenting statistical data on selected human settlements topics in a visual and comparative
way, by projecting national human settlements statistics on a world map. The Habitat Atlas
contains 33 thematic maps and 9 statistical tables covering a wide range of topics such as
economic and demographic indicators, land statistics, households and housing data, and
infrastructure and services statistics. The main source of data for the Atlas was the Human
Settlements Statistics Database (HSDB4-96) and the Human Settlements Statistics
Questionnaire, 1992. As a special feature, this issue of the Habitat Atlas presented household
projections from 1990-2000 produced by Statistics Programme of the Centre. This publication
had also been widely disseminated during the Habitat II Conference and afterwards.

27. The database called UNCHS-CitiBase had been designed on the basis of tables from the
CDPILCSP questionnaire. Data on cities available from various sources such as the Kenya
Pilot Project, Urban Environmental Questionnaire and HSSQ had been entered into the
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database. UNCHS-CitiBase was finalized in the course of 1997 and was widely disseminated.
Regular updating and dissemination of databases consisting of data on variety of human
settlements related topics at urban level on diskettes and through the internet was also one
of the objectives of the CDP. The programme kept the software and data up to date by
upgrading the software and adding new data from different sources and through repeating
our exercise of capturing latest data at city level from time to time.

Conclusions and Future Outlook

28. The City Data Programme possesses technical expertise and infrastructure to fulfill the
mandate of the Centre of assessing and monitoring human settlements conditions and trends.
It aims to support the Centre in monitoring the Habitat Agenda through its activities and
publications such as Statistical Analysis of Human Settlements Conditions and Trends and
Human Settlements Basic Statistics (in English, French, Spanish and Arabic). It will keep
on supporting cities in their capacity-building for maintaining and updating databases for
their future planning and decision making. The analysis of data is now possible because the
CDP has collected a considerable amount of data including most recent data on a wide range
of topics at the city level and data have been stored in a well-organized and easily-accessible
way in UNCHS-CitiBase.

29. The CDP questionnaire will be revised in the light of the experience gained in CDP.
Further harmonization and standardization of definitions and classifications will be the
main part of the revision of the questionnaire. There will be more than one version of the
CDP questionnaire suitable for different size classes of cities. An exercise to develop a new
version of the CDP questionnaire for the small towns with less than 100,000 population is in
preparation for the Small Town Development Project which supported the establishment of
a Kenya Local Authority Database (KLAD). Our past experience and lesson learned in KPP
and CDP in Romanian cities will provide cost-effective support in questionnaire development,
data collection and development of a database for small towns. The counterpart staff from
towns were provided with adequate training to collect data and maintain the database. It
was also proposed to produce a manual containing practical guidelines on collection and
compilation of data from various sources for storage in the Local Authority Database.

30. An Expert Group Meeting on Building a Global Urban Observatory had been proposed
for early next year which will involve experts from various public and private sectors as well
as NGO’s working on urban issues. The meeting was expected to elaborate recommendations
on how the City Data Programme of the Centre can be integrated into a Global Urban
Observatory. The Observatory will act as a focal point for data collection and dissemination
of information, statistics and indicators on cities at the global level. One of the objectives of
the Observatory is to monitor and evaluate global urban conditions and trends and policies
through the collection and processing of urban data and dissemination of relevant analysis,
statistics and indicators and other information. Defining various terminologies, harmonization
and standardization of definitions and data will remain part of CDP activities.
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Chapter 16

HOROSCOPIC AND ASTROLOGICAL
PREDICTION FOR Dr. MARKANDEY RAI

Calculated by Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi with the Expert Advice of Renowned Astrologers

When it was decided regarding the compilation of information on the world renowned thinker,
policy-maker, administrator and a former International Professional Civil Service Staff at
the UN-Habitat Dr. Markandey Rai in the form of a Pictorial and Didactical Biography, I
thought of also calculating the horoscopic and astrological prediction for Dr. Markandey Rai
based on his date of birth. My association with the renowned Astrologers from India in
general and from New Delhi in particular helped me in compiling such predictions about
him as I had undergone a comprehensive training course on Astrology running into 1500
hours of practical lessons way back from April 1995 to September 1995.

The following are the horoscopic and astrological predictions for Dr. Markandey Rai :

1. He believes in nurturing meaningful relationships.

2. He is very much responsive to external stimulus.

3. His communication ability is quite effective.

4. He has a great willpower.

5. He prefers clear paths, rules and procedures.

6. He is not reluctant to change.

7. He is soft-spoken.

8. He is always sincere.

9. He is comparatively much more balanced than others.

10. He is compassionate.

11. He is inquisitive for new ideas.

12. He is very much enterprising.

13. He is always kind to others.

14. He is patient in observing and listening to the views of others.

15. He is very much practical.
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16. He is always candid while giving his opinion.

17. He is quick in decision-making.

18. He is a strong person.

19. He is a steady person.

20. He is a passionate person.

21. He is a meditative.

22. He puts value on a relationship.

23. He is perfectionist.

24. He is open only to the trusted friends.

25. He inspires confidence in a friendship.

26. He gets the appreciations within and outside his country viewing his proven tenacity.

27. He never gives up no matter how hard the task is.

28. He may be criticised by speaking the truth.

29. He is endowed with intelligence and intellectual power.

30. He has the ability to make good and right decisions at the appropriate time.

31. He is strong minded and often quite stubborn when it comes to sticking to his points of
view.

32. He is a highly original person who can be impulsive and self-willed.

33. He is a very magnetic person and easy to look upto.

34. He is very strong at coming up with new ideas and having the courage to act upon
them.

35. He is artistic as well as creative.

36. He will remain youthful throughout his life.

37. He is also an active listener.

38. He is very much meticulous while performing his duties.
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39. He is very much caring.

40. He is a magnanimous person.

41. He rather takes account of practicabilities
then initial feelings.

42. He is always generous.

43. He is adventurous.

44. He is highly educated.

45. He may easily get upset.

46. He is often perceived as a hard taskmaster.

47. He always seeks new challenges.

48. He gets a genuine sense of pleasure from
social interactions.

49. He prefers listening to ideas, not words.

50. He should try to allocate more time to relax.

51. He should also try to plan annual / biannual
medical check-up.

These predictions have not been intimated to my
friend Dr. Markandey Rai. He will be able to
observe these predictions only after this Book is
brought out by the Publishers.

Let us wait for his observations as he will only
be able to endorse these predictions. If these
predictions are true and are matching with his
habits and traits.

We also pray to Almighty for giving blessings to
Dr. Markandey Rai for his longer and healthy
life.
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